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Season of Lent Begins

Rapid City, Fr. Jonathon Dillon
marks the forehead of
Deacon George Gladfelter with ashes.

Rapid City, Newman Center Director
Nancy Haugen makes a cross on
Jim Morris’ forehead.

Pine Ridge, Red Cloud Indian School
President, Fr. George Winzenburg, SJ,
distributes ashes to Lily, a student.

Live your faith during Lent, perform works of mercy

Mailing label

By Cindy Wooden

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Lent is a time of
conversion and a time to deepen one’s faith,
demonstrating and sharing it through the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, Pope Francis
said. “Faith finds expression in concrete everyday actions meant to help our neighbors in body
and spirit,” the pope said in his message for
Lent.
Feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, welcoming strangers, offering instruction, giving
comfort — “on such things will we be judged,”
the pope wrote in the message … Particularly
during the Year of Mercy, he said, Catholics are
called to recognize their own need for God’s
mercy, the greatness of God’s love seen in the
Photos by Laurie Hallstrom, Becky Berreth and Willi White

death and resurrection of Christ and the obligation to assist others by communicating God’s
love and mercy through words and deeds …
Through acts of mercy and charity, “by touching
the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the suffering,”
he wrote, “sinners can receive the gift of realizing that they too are poor and in need.”
“In the corporal works of mercy we touch the
flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who
need to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visited,” he
wrote. “In the spiritual works of mercy — counsel, instruction, forgiveness, admonishment and
prayer — we touch more directly our own sinfulness.” In the Christian life, Pope Francis said,
“the corporal and spiritual works of mercy must
never be separated.”
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Reconcile — Make Disciples — Live the Mission
In last month’s West River Catholic,
I began to share with you information
about the envisioning process and
where we were in regard to the completion and implementation of our Priority Plan. This month, I would like to
begin sharing some detailed information about the Priority Plan for the diocese of Rapid City. When the plan
document is printed and disseminated
among the faithful, you will notice that
we began by clarifying who makes up
the Diocese of Rapid City. It is important to understand that the “diocese” is
more than the 80 parishes and missions
in western South Dakota.
As you can see below, the diocese includes a territory – the land west of the
Missouri River in South Dakota – but
more importantly it includes all people
in western South Dakota. The bishop’s
flock includes all the people of God,
both Catholics and non-Catholics alike.
“The Diocese of Rapid City, under
the leadership of the Bishop, includes
diocesan personnel, clergy and religious, members of parishes, missions,
Catholic school communities and organizations, and all people in western

South Dakota.”
Establishing who we are as a diocese
determines to whom our mission is focused. The Diocese of Rapid City has
had a clearly defined mission statement
for some time. A mission statement
communicates the purpose of the organization. Through this envisioning
process, there was much conversation
about the mission of the diocese. Yes,
we had a diocesan mission statement
before, but this process has allowed us
to redefine ourselves and our sacred
mission — in other words, “Why we
exist as a diocese.” Our new Sacred
Mission is now described:
“We, the Diocese of Rapid City,
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
are called to attract and form intentional
disciples who joyfully, boldly and lovingly proclaim and live the mission of
Jesus Christ, leading to eternal life.”
The mission of the Diocese of Rapid
City must be aligned with the mission
of the Roman Catholic Church which
comes from the mission of Jesus Christ
— the mission of the Gospel. In other
words, the alignment of the mission of
the diocese flows from the mission of
The Diocese of
Rapid City includes
South Dakota land
from the
Missouri River west
to the Wyoming
border.

Jesus Christ himself. Because the diocese is the bridge between the “Universal Church” and the “local Church,” our
sacred mission is meant to build up the
body of Christ. In doing so, we can engage in a mutually shared vision as disciples of Jesus. We recall that Jesus’
mission and vision is to call his disciples into the very life of God.
Our sacred mission statement provides the framework within which
every ministry of the diocese focuses
their work in order to fulfill the objectives of our mission. The purpose and
mission of every parish and diocesan
entity should also stem from the mission as outlined in the diocesan mission
statement.
The Priority Plan clearly defines the
focus of the diocese over the course of
the next 3-5 years. Our values also
come into play in determining how we
interact, communicate and behave in
carrying out this sacred mission. The
Envisioning Team has identified a set
of core values, selected from many
worthy options, which are named, defined and illustrated in the Priority Plan.
These values are so important that they
should be exemplified in every person,
every family, every ministry and every
organization all across the diocese.
These Core Values with their definitions include the following:
Prayer — Seeking an encounter
with God in Christ through the Holy
Spirit, according to one’s own culture.
Stewardship — Living a life of generous hospitality, lively faith and dedicated discipleship.
Solidarity — Recognizing and accepting all people as brothers and sisters in Christ; being responsible for the
common good of all.
Mercy — Steadfast kindness, compassion and forgiveness received from
God and extended to others
Charity — Loving God and others
because God has first loved us.
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Family — The domestic church, the
foundation of society, a communion of
persons called to reflect the life of the
Trinity.
The team also outlined many behaviors which exemplify these values.
They will be shared at a later date when
the whole Priority Plan is communicated.
The next step in the envisioning
process was to create a vision that will
focus our efforts over the next five
years. Why is this important? Because,
as the late Nelson Mandela offered,
“Vision without action is just a dream,
action without vision just passes the
time, and vision with action can change
the world.” Isn’t this the call of every
disciple, to go out and change the
world? To live the mission of Jesus
Christ is to “change the world.”
Our vision is one which offers a
message of hope and opportunity that
draws the people of God to something
greater than themselves and inspires
them to action. The ideas and thoughts
that were gathered from the listening
sessions held throughout the diocese
last summer were instrumental in creating the vision and priorities.
Our vision statement for the Diocese
of Rapid City is: Reconcile – Make
Disciples – Live the Mission. Vision
statements are meant to be short so that
they are easy to commit to memory. In
being committed to memory, they become an underlying mental picture of

MISSION, CONTINUED ON
PAGE 3
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MISSION, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2___________________
what will be important for us over the
course of the next five years. This vision statement — Reconcile — Make
Disciples — Live the Mission — leads
to the Pastoral Priorities for the Diocese
of Rapid City in the coming years.
The three Pastoral Priorities and the
goals which accompany them will be finalized in the near future and communicated in the March West River
Catholic. In the meantime, I encourage
each of you to become familiar with our
vision statement and in prayer, begin to
ask the Holy Spirit how you might be
called to engage this vision in a personal way, as well as in your parish
In honor of the

community. Ask the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart to live this inspiring vision and pray for the fruitfulness of this
important mission. As we continue to
introduce the full Priority Plan, I am
very hopeful that we will create a
healthy, vibrant diocese for years to
come — building the kingdom of God.
May God continue to abundantly bless
you, your family and the Diocese of
Rapid City.
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Bishop’s Calendar

February 21-March 17, 2016
Subject to change without notice

February 21, Sunday
2 p.m. Rite of Election, Cathedral
7 p.m. Mass, Dinner, Newman Center, Rapid City
February 22, Monday
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting, Cathedral
February 23, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Investment Committee Meeting, Chancery
9 a.m. Finance Advisory Council, Chancery
February 25, Thursday
Day of Mercy in All Parishes
11:30 a.m. WSDCF Board Meeting, Chancery
February 27, Saturday
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Jubilee of Mercy Pilgrimage, Cathedral
February 28, Sunday
5:30 p.m. Mass, St. Joseph Church, Spearfish
6:30 p.m. Dinner, St. Joseph Newman Center, Spearfish
March 4, Friday
11:15 a.m. Bishop’s First Friday Mass and Luncheon, Cathedral
March 5, Saturday
1:15 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute, Terra Sancta
March 6, Sunday
7 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. Joseph Church, Faith
8 a.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Joseph, Faith
11 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, All Saints Church, Eagle Butte
Noon Confirmation Mass, All Saints Church, Eagle Butte
March 8, Tuesday
8 a.m. Staff Mass/Breakfast, Terra Sancta
9:30 a.m. All Staff Meeting, Terra Sancta
March 12, Saturday
10 a.m. Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting, Sacred Heart, Philip
4:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. John Church, Custer
5:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. John, Custer
March 13, Sunday
9:30 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. Anthony Church, Hot Springs
10:30 a.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Anthony Church, Hot Springs
March 14, Monday
Pastoral Ministry Days,Terra Sancta
7 p.m. Chrism Mass, Cathedral
9 p.m. Reception WSDCF
March 15, Tuesday
Pastoral Ministry Days, Terra Sancta
March 16, Wednesday
8 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting, Bishop’s Residence
March 17, Thursday
Day of Mercy in All Parishes
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Combating climate change requires conversion
By Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ

In his encyclical Laudato Si, after
stating that human-generated climate
change must be urgently addressed,
Pope Francis calls all people to conversion, which lies at the heart of his
plea on behalf of the environment.
Do not conform yourselves to this
age but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good
and pleasing and perfect (Rom 12:12).
The denial, continued destruction,
and modern distractions which militate against any hope for healing our
“common home,” our planet, need to
be vigorously challenged. Yet, Christians, as people of hope, trust in the
God of salvation, who has promised
his presence until space and time end.
Firmly grounded in holy hope and in a
sacramental view of creation,
Catholics are morally obliged to confront still another aspect of the “culture of death” promoted by a society
bent on self-annihilation under the
guise of individual freedom as it exploits nature and the human beings
who depend upon creation for survival.
For thus says the Lord, the creator
of the heavens, who is God,
The designer and maker of the
earth who established it,
Not creating it to be a waste, but
designing it to be lived in:
I am the Lord, and there is no other
(Is 45:17-18).
Our Holy Father reminds us of
Saint John Paul II’s call for a global
ecological conversion which not only
respects the human person but also
concerns itself with the planet’s
systems of support for its living organisms; a moral conversion is necessary
to “take into account the nature of
each being and of its mutual connection in an ordered system” (John Paul
II, Encyclical Letter Sollicitudo Rei

Socialis, 1987; “everything is closely
interrelated” (LS 137). We may well
heed the wisdom of our Lakota brothers and sisters in this respect, repeated
in so many ways in Laudato Si.
Conversion and catastrophe both
involve a turning. One is intentional
and active; the other unintended and
passive. The encyclical demands what
may be most difficult: a conversion
not merely from fossil fuels to renewables, but a conversion which begins
with the heart and mind, even while a
change of behavior is underway. Most
seculars would call for a “change of
attitude”; Christians descend deeper,
designating it metanoia or repentance:
a revolution from self-centeredness
and a turning to the communion which
the Creator desires for every one of
his creatures. This transformation is
none less than feeling with the
Father’s heart, and gazing upon the
world through Jesus’ eyes.
“There is no communion with God
without transformation of the heart,
and there is no transformation of the
heart apart from Jesus Christ. An unconverted heart walks in darkness; it
loves the darkness more than the light
and does not seek to escape from the
shadows” (Jn 3:19-20). (Pope Francis,
“Open Mind, Faithful Heart Reflections on Following Jesus,” p. 74)
The Lord’s vision derives from a
change of heart which focuses on an
ecological view environmentally, economically, socially, culturally, and humanly integral, since each influences
the others. It may be no accident that
“Care for God’s Creation” is last of
the seven general themes of Catholic
Social Teaching. Without this theme,
acting as a capstone, promoting a
healthy natural environment, the life
and dignity of human beings, especially of the poor, and their participation in family, community, work, and
solidarity in building a just and peaceful global society would surely suffer
if not be impossible to realize.

Protection of the environment is not
an option. Not to care for the environment is to ignore the Creator’s plan
for all of creation and result in an
alienation of the human person. (Pope
St. John Paul II, message for the
World Day of Peace, 1990)
Christian care speaks to the dignity
of the human person, created in the
image of a compassionate and caring
God, who wills fulfillment for his
works. Pope Francis describes as a fallacy the “technocratic paradigm” to
solve all problems, including climate
change. If the world’s people do not
understand the death-dealing in present economic and social structures,
and begin to adopt an alternative vision for human activity, there is little
science can accomplish.
Again, such a revolution must
begin with repentance and conversion
of heart. Catholics are in a privileged
place in this regard given the church’s
long-standing social justice tradition,
which acts as a scaffold not only to
protect the environment but to renew
it.
As Lent approaches, it may well be
spiritually beneficial to reflect prayerfully on Laudato Si, easily downloaded online, and to petition for
compassion of heart, enlightenment of
mind, and courage to care for our
common home, through which the
world receives the loving nurture of a
generous God. In this Year of Mercy,
what actions are necessary to envision
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and to understand our place in the garden God has created? What is required
of those who are to live the Beatitudes?
How blessed are those whose
strength is in You,
In whose heart are the highways to
Zion.
Passing through the bitter valley,
they make it a spring;
the early rain also covers it with
blessings (Ps 84:6-7).
Send forth your Spirit and let us be
created, and renew the face of the
earth.
Father Seminara is the associate
Director of the Ministry Formation
Program. He resides at Sioux Spiritual
Center, Howes.

Planting a tree is an “invitation to continue the battle
against phenomena like deforestation and desertification,” as well as “an incentive to keep trusting,
hoping and above all working in practice to reverse
all those situations of injustice and deterioration
which we currently experience.”

— Pope Francis
Catholic News Service, November 26, 2015
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Chrism Mass: ‘The gathering of the church as a whole community’
By Becky Berreth

Chrism Mass is a rich blend of
music, holy oils being blessed and a
time for laity to support their priests.
“The church is at its most complete
when it gathers with the bishop, priests,
deacons, and the faithful. When everybody joins together this is who we are,”
explained Father Michel Mulloy, rector
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. “It is very rare for the church
to come together for a full celebration.
The Chrism Mass is an opportunity for
everyone to celebrate the gift of the
diocesan church.”
On Monday, March 14, at 7.p.m.,
Bishop Robert Gruss, joined by the
priests of the diocese, will celebrate the
annual Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help — a celebration that includes the blessing of oils
and the renewing of priestly promises.
Everyone in the diocese is invited to attend. The Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation will host a reception following Mass.
Following the homily, Bishop Gruss
will bless the three oils that will be used
in sacraments in the diocese during the
coming year. According to Father Mulloy, the first two oils — the Oil of the
Sick and the Oil of the Catechumen —
consist of olive oil and are blessed in

the same way holy water is blessed. The
Oil of the Sick is used in the sacrament
of anointing the head and hands of
those who are seriously and chronically
ill to give them spiritual strength to
fight in their weakened condition. The
Oil of the Catechumens, used in the
sacrament of baptism, is meant to provide strength for discipleship.
The third oil — the Sacred Chrism
— is olive oil mixed with balsam and
is consecrated by the bishop during this
liturgy. The bishop also breathes on the
oil, which is symbolic of the Holy
Spirit.
“When someone is anointed with the
Sacred Chrism they become one with
Christ,” explained Father Mulloy. It is
used in baptisms, confirmations, ordinations, and the dedication and blessing
of churches and altars.
The Chrism Mass is also a time for
the priests, in the presence of the bishop
and the faithful, to renew their commitment to the ministry to which they were
ordained. Similar to the renewal of
wedding vows in front of family members, the priests are asked to repeat the
promises taken at their ordination in the
presence of the Catholic faithful.
“Our vocation is a marriage to Christ
and to the church. It is important to any
priest to have the faithful there to bear
witness, to have the people’s support

Diocesan Choir Rehearsals

for the Chrism Mass, March 14, 2016

All are welcome to participate!

If you are interested in participating please contact Amber LeFaive
in advance at amber@cathedralolph.org or at 605-342-0507.
If you live near Rapid City, please plan to attend rehearsals.

Tuesday, March 7 and Thursday, March 10 — 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 13 — 7-8 p.m.
Rehearsals will be in the choir loft at the Cathedral. If you are unable to attend a
rehearsal and still would like to participate, please contact Amber.
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Chrism Mass

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THE

JOIN MOST REV. ROBERT D. GRUSS FOR THE BLESSING OF THE HOLY OILS
FOR SACRAMENTAL USE IN THE DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY DURING THE COMING YEAR

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016, 7 P.M.

CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
(Corner of 5th Street and Cathedral drive)
RAPID CITY, SD

RECEPTION AFTER MASS SPONSORED BY THE WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

and encouragement in our ministry,”
explained Father Mulloy. “The bishop
at one point says ‘as for you dear sons
and daughters pray for your priests.’ It
is important for the priests there to
know they have those prayers.”
The Chrism Mass is often celebrated
on the morning of Holy Thursday, but
because of the size of the diocese and
the distances priests need to travel to be

in attendance, it is celebrated in conjunction with Pastoral Ministry Days
(March 14-15 this year). “Holy Week is
a summation of who we are and what
we are about,” Father Mulloy added.
“The Chrism Mass is tied to the Easter
triduum not only because the oils are
used in the sacraments, but it’s also the
gathering of the church as a whole community. It is the church at its finest.”

January Day of Mercy Speaker
St. Therese the Little Flower Church,
Rapid City, hosted a Day of Mercy on
Jan. 28. The featured speaker was
Jeanne Harper, regional vice president
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
Inc. The society is working to establish
ministries in the Diocese of Rapid City.
Harper reviewed the corporal works of
mercy and asked those in attendance
to brainstorm on ways they could contribute in those areas. A video of her
presentation can be seen at
http://www.rapidcitydiocese. org/
jubilee-year-of-mercy/. (WRC photo)
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S.D. bishops issue two joint statements on 2016 legislative measures
On Jan. 25, Bishop Robert D. Gruss, Diocese of Rapid City, and Bishop
Paul J. Swain, Diocese of Sioux Falls, issued a joint statement supporting
S.D. House Bill 1008. It asks for school facilities to be gender specific. “As
we care for and about those adolescents who are struggling with gender
identification (gender disaphoria as it is referred to by professionals ), we
also must care about and for all adolescents who experience the uncertainty
and change inherent in this formative stage of life. Their privacy, safety and
rights, including religious rights, must be respected and protected.” said the
statement. This bill was passed by the House of Representatives and has
been sent to the senate floor as of Feb. 11 (See page 20 for other bills).
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Before a bill to end capitol punishment was defeated in the Senate State
Affairs Committee, the bishop also issued a statement in favor of ending
state sponsored executions. The Feb. 8, statement said, “Clearly, the state
has an obligation to hold violent criminals accountable for their actions and
to protect society from those who are a threat. Heavy is the duty on the
legislative, judicial and executive public officials as they seek to exercise
their responsibilities in good conscience and according to civil and moral
law. ... Yet, we as persons and as a state ought not to shrink to the level of
the violent criminals by sanctioning state-inflicted violence. We are all
gifted by God with life and reason and, therefore, are called to a higher
standard.” Full text for both statements can be found at:
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/s-d-bishops-joint-statements/.

Please Give Generously to

the CatholiC relief serviCes

sPeCial ColleCtion

MarCh 12-13
for more information, contact
office of national Collections
u.s. Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 fourth street ne
Washington DC 20017-1194
202-541-3346 l ncpromo@usccb.org

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections
Diocesan contact: Teresa Spiess
PO Box 678
Rapid City, SD 57709
Ph: 605-343-3541
Email: tspiess@diorc.org

Copyright © 2015, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington D.C.
All Rights Reserved. Photo Credit: © Jennifer Harcy/CRS.
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February 17, Wednesday

sWomen’s

Way of the Cross: Uses reflections by Sr. Marie Schwan, CSJ. Held
at 3:15 p.m. every Wednesday during Lent
in the Cenacle (small chapel). )605-7160925.

February 19, Friday

sHeart to Heart Retreat Weekends for

the Engaged: For engaged couples to
deepen their relationship with each other
and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Attendance is
required for couples doing marriage prep in
the diocese. Ends February 21. Register online at terrasancta.org. Next weekend, April
15-17. )Amy 605-716-5214 x236.
sLenten Dinners, Sturgis: Held every
Friday during Lent at St. Francis of Assisi
Church. Begins with Stations of the Cross
at 5 p.m., Mass at 5:30 and dinner at 6. Free
will donations benefit St. Martin’s Chapel
and St. Aloysius Cemetery.

February 20, Saturday

sNatural Family Planning: Seminar
for engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
To be held at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish

Events Schedule

from 9 a.m.-noon. Preregistration required.
Next seminar, March 19 at Sacred Heart,
Philip. )Amy at Family Life Ministries,
605-716-5214 x236.
sPrayerful Painting Lent: You need
not be an artist for God to speak to you creatively. Using a Lectio format, this retreat
day with a Lenten theme, will help you
prayerfully express yourself. Held from
9:30 a.m.-3p.m. at St. Martin Monastery.
$20 includes lunch. )Sr. Therese Marie
605-343-8011.

February 29, Monday

sWRC deadline for submissions.

Paper mailed Tuesday, March 15.
)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or
8bberreth@diorc.org

March 3, Thursday

sThe Flame: Adoration, praise and wor-

ship, and inspiring Catholic stories. 7 p.m.,
Terra Sancta. 8www.The FlameRC.com.

March 4, Friday

sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6.
Everyone welcome.

Join us at Terra Sancta Retreat Center during Lent ...
† Centering Prayer – weekly on Wednesdays at 5pm. Spend
an hour using Lectio Divina and contemplative prayer to
reflect on the Sunday Gospel. Please use the South Patio
entrance to join this group that meets in the Solarium.
† Stations of the Cross for Women – each Wednesday
beginning February 10 through Holy Week at 3:15pm in the
Cenacle. Join us for a Way of the Cross using reflections
written by Sr Marie Schwan, CSJ† and water color images by
Carolyn Gates.
† Lenten Taizé – Wednesday, February 17 at 7pm in Holy Cross
Chapel. Experience the sacred through song, silence and
scripture readings.
† Via Dolorosa – outdoor stations of the cross, weather
permitting, with a hard surface path.
† Outdoor Christian Prayer Labyrinth – stop by the main desk
for Lenten Guide, or visit during Holy Week. We’ll have an
indoor Christian Prayer Labyrinth available for guests to use
from March 21-25.
† Silent Retreat — February 26-28 (4th day of silence optional);
register online at http://terrasancta.org/SilentRetreats

sWorld
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Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, March 5, begins
with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8
a.m. Mass and exposition. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.

continue every evening from March 7-10 at
7 p.m. Each talk is followed by Exposition,
during which time confession will be heard.

Heart Church, Philip. Features Fr. Kevin
Achbach presenting, “Where Should Sacred Music Lead Us As Music Ministers,”
a free reading packet with CD from OCP,
and “Incorporating a Variety of Instruments
at Worship and Recruiting Techniques.”
Begins at 9:30 a.m. )Kathy Little 605-4847818 or 8lovingtrust@live.com.
sSt. Therese the Little Flower Parish,
Rapid City Mission: Fr. James Ward, CM,
will give the homilies at weekend Masses.
He will speak on The Blessed Mother, the
sacraments, penance, and the Eucharist
each evening, March 7-10. Mission begins
with Mass at 6 p.m., talk 6:30-7:15, followed by questions/answers until 8 (except
the 7. Penance Service March 10). No cost.

sPastoral Ministry Days: This year’s
theme is “Ablaze” and will focus on Lively
Faith: Creating Communities of Prayer,
Study, and Formation. Keynote speaker is
Msgr. Thomas Richter, Diocese of Bismarck. $75 registration fee. Held at Terra
Sancta Retreat Center. Register online
www.PMD2016.com. 8Susan Thompson,
sthompson@diorc.org or Susan Safford
8Ssafford@diorc.org.

March 5, Saturday

sNPM Spring Meeting: Held at Sacred

March 9, Wednesday

sTaizé:

Experience the sacred through
song, silence and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta.

March 14-15,
Monday-Tuesday

March 12, Saturday

Conception Church,
Rapid City, Parish Mission: Fr. Phil
Wolfe, FSSP, will present “Fatima: Message for our Times.” Begins with the homily during the 10 a.m. Mass and will

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, Auction, and
Raffle: St. Michael Parish, Hermosa, will
host a St. Patrick’s day celebration at the
Cathedral or Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City, from 6-8:30 p.m. Meal is
$8/adult, $4/child (4 to 12 yrs.), and free for
3 and under. Proceeds used toward the
building of the new church. Advance tickets sold by St. Michael’s parishioners or
)605-255-4356 or 605-255-4668 for reservations. Tickets will also be available at the
door.

Mar 2: Stations of the Cross for Women;
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free Lutheran
Mar 3: The Flame
Mar 4-5: VSI
Mar 4-6: Emmanuel Episcopal
Confirmation Retreat
Mar 6: Shiloh Free Lutheran
Mar 7: Gideon’s International
Rushmore Camp/Auxiliary Meeting
Mar 8: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast
Mar 9: Stations of the Cross for Women;
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free Lutheran;
Taizè
Mar 11-12: Making Disciples
Mar 13: Shiloh Free Lutheran;
Commissioned Lay Minister Association
Annual Meeting/Dinner
Mar 13-15: Pastoral Ministry Days
Mar 16: Stations of the Cross for Women;
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free Lutheran
Mar 19: RCIA Palm Sunday Retreat;
BHADA Monthly Meeting
Mar 20: Shiloh Free Lutheran
Mar 21-25: Indoor Christian Prayer Labyrinth
Mar 23: Stations of the Cross for Women;
Centering Prayer
Mar 23-25: Shiloh Free Lutheran Holy
Week/ Easter Services

Mar 30: Centering Prayer
Mar 31: Spirit & Truth Seminar
Apr 1-2: Young Life New Leader Training; VSI
Apr 2: Christian Prayer Labyrinth Workshop
Apr 3: Shiloh Free Lutheran; Our Lady of
the Black Hills (Piedmont)
First Communion Retreat
Apr 4: Gideon’s International Rushmore
Camp/Auxiliary Monthly Meeting
Apr 4-7: Diocese of SD (Episcopal)
Annual Clergy Retreat
Apr 5: Association Free Lutheran Bible
School (MN) Concert
Apr 6: Centering Prayer
Apr 7: Spirit & Truth Seminar
Apr 8: SDQG Spring Retreat
Apr 9: Band of Brothers
Apr 10: Shiloh Free Lutheran ; Day of
Discernment for Young Men
Apr 13: Centering Prayer; Taizè
Apr 14: Spirit & Truth Seminar
Apr 15-17: Heart to Heart Weekend
Apr 17: Shiloh Free Lutheran
Apr 20: Centering Prayer
Apr 21: RCCSS Staff Retreat; BH A&M Club
Aggie Muster; Spirit & Truth Seminar
Apr 21-24: Private Retreat
Apr 22-24: BHADA Spring Retreat

March 6, Sunday

sImmaculate

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule

Reach out to those missing at Masses
8
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In “The Joy of The Gospel,” Pope
Francis says that an “evangelizing community knows that the Lord has taken
the initiative, he has loved us first, and
therefore we can move forward, boldly
take the initiative, go out to others, seek
those who have fallen away, stand at the
crossroads and welcome the outcast.”
Recent statistics remind us that we
need to be more inviting communities
of faith. The pastoral essay, “Becoming
an Inviting Church,” published by
Paulist Evangelization Ministries, describes a “new normal” for Catholics.
Weekly Mass attendance rates have
dropped below 25 percent. They argue
that “once a month” has become the
new normal or the new “once a week”
for most parishes.
The essay goes on to say that
“parishes cannot presume on the involvement of folks listed in their databases. In fact, parishes should look
upon this list as pointing to the very
people they should aim to invite. With
60 percent of Catholics mostly not
going to Sunday Mass, and many of
them identified by parish leaders,
parishes need to start making connections with the registered members in a
consistent way.”
The great challenge for us as individuals and as parish communities is to
begin making new connections with
those in our parishes who are absent
from Sunday Eucharist. Making connections is all about relationships. As
brothers and sisters in Christ, we are

Columns

called to be in communion and rela- salvation depends. We hear in John
tionship with one another; this is part 15:5, “Remain in me, as I remain in
of the divine plan of the Father.
you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit
I was surprised when I heard some- on its own unless it remains on the vine,
one say that the reason they go to Mass so neither can you unless you remain in
is just for themselves: “It’s about Jesus me.”
and me. I do not go for anyone else but
It is in learning to remain in Christ,
myself.”
to stay connected to him through word
This comment caught me off guard and sacraments, to be grounded in the
and, after hearing it, the story of Cain Scriptures, that we hear the voice of
and Abel in Genesis 4:8-9 was placed Jesus speaking directly to us. To be
in my heart. Recall that Cain said to his involved in the faith life of a parish
brother Abel, “Let us go out in the community where we experience
field.” When they were
Christ’s
love
in the field, Cain atthrough our intacked Abel and killed
volvement renews
him.
and strengthens
Then the Lord
us.
asked Cain, “Where is
Sherry Wedyour brother Abel?”
dell, in her book
He answered, “I do
“Forming Intennot know. Am I my
Make connections with people tional Disciples:
brother’s keeper?”
missing from Sunday eucharist. The Path to KnowGod does expect us to
ing and following
be our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers.
Jesus,” describes the sobering fact that
It’s all about relationship! The heart “only 48 percent of Catholics were abof our new ministry of sending lay wit- solutely certain that the God in whom
ness speakers three times a year to they believed was a God with whom
every parish is to emphasize how the they could have a personal relationLord Jesus Christ is alive and active in ship.”
each of our lives.
We have a lot of work to do. HopeWe need to re-awaken in the lives of fully, our lay witness speakers will fosour people the fact that God desires us ter and develop this connectedness to
to have a relationship with him and the body of Christ through their own
with one another. That is why God the testimony and witness.
Father sent his only-begotten Son,
In Hebrews 10:24-25 we hear: “We
Jesus, so that we might come to know must consider how to rouse one another
him and to live in him upon whom our to love and good works. We should not
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stay away from our assembly, as is the
custom of some, but encourage one another, and this all the more as you see
the day drawing near.”
I have a challenge, or, if you will, a
homework assignment, for you this
week as a way to start making connections with people in your parish communities that are registered members of
the parish but who are, for the most
part, missing and absent from Sunday
Eucharist.
When you go to Mass this weekend,
make it your personal intention for the
Mass to ask the Lord Jesus, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, to place in
your heart one person who you no
longer see or rarely see at Mass. If the
Holy Spirit places in your heart a name,
I invite you to contact that person this
week and reconnect with them. Simply
tell them that their name came to your
mind and heart this week and you just
want to reconnect with them.
Call them, email them, text them,
write them a note, or take them out for
a cup of coffee. Then report back to me
next week. Fr. Mark McCormick
605-716-5214, x235 or MMcCormick
@diorc.org.
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China’s population crisis: An evangelical opportunity?
State-sponsored cruelty has been a
staple of the human condition for millennia. But has there ever been a more
wicked policy, with more disastrous social consequences, than the “one-child
policy” China began to implement in
the early 1980s — a state-decreed population-control measure that resulted in,
among other horrors, untold tens of millions of coerced abortions? In her new
book, “One Child” (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), veteran Chinawatcher Mei Fong describes
both the impact of the policy
on the destruction of
China’s traditional social
fabric and its draconian effects on China’s mediumand long-term future.
While demographic predictions can be perilous,
there is also a relentlessness about demographic realities.
And
China,
demographically speaking, is
heading over the cliff, as the effects of state-mandated infertility,
brutally enforced by a totalitarian
regime, begin to be felt. For starters,

China is about to experience a massive
crisis in caring for its elderly — a task
traditionally undertaken in Chinese culture by one’s children, but impossible
when there aren’t enough children to do
the job. Moreover, the pampered survivors of the one-child policy, often re-

Due to the one-child
policy in another
decade, there will be
more than 30 million
young Chinese men
who have no prospects
of finding a wife.

ferred to as the “little emperor generation,” aren’t going to easily forget that
it’s all about me as they face the challenge of inter-generational responsibility. So what happens when, in ten years
or so, there will be more retired and elderly Chinese than there are Europeans,
in a country that has nothing resembling western social safety nets?
One somehow suspects that a 2013
Chinese law that requires children to
visit their elderly parents regularly — a coercive attempt to
repair some of the social damage caused by even worse
coercion — is not going to
do the trick.
The effects of the onechild policy are also going
to be felt in world politics.
A shaky Chinese regime is
likely to try and displace
public discontents over the
policy’s impacts on the Chinese economy and Chinese society by chest-thumping in its
immediate neighborhood; signs of
this are already visible in the South
China Sea. The situation could become
even more dramatic because the onechild policy has led to a grotesque distortion of the male-female ratio among
young Chinese adults. In a culture that
values sons more than daughters, the
one-child policy took a terrible toll on
baby girls. The result, according to Mei
Fong, is that, in another decade, there
will be more than 30 million young
Chinese men who have no prospects of
finding a wife.
So what do you call 30 million men
with volatile hormones and no marriage
prospects? “Marauding army” sounds
like a reasonable description — the
kind of marauding army that could, for
example, try to wrest a large chunk of
Siberia and its mineral riches out of
Russia’s control.
We’re so used to the default trope
that China is “the world’s most populous nation” that it will come as a shock
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to many that, by some demographers’
estimates, China’s current population,
1.4 billion, will shrink to 500 million by
the turn of the next century. But China’s
demographic crisis could also be an
evangelical opportunity.
Unlike India, where Christian mission has long been impeded by a thick,
culturally-transmitted religious system,
there is no such impediment in 21stcentury China. The only impediment to
Christian mission in China is the state:
the Chinese communist regime’s determination to control all aspects of social
and cultural life. But despite that determination, and the persecutions and martyrdom to which it leads, Chinese
Christianity is growing rapidly. Old cultural traditions have been obliterated by
communism; Christianity provides a
compelling and compassionate alternative to the hollowness of the regime’s
materialism; and unlike Europe, which
has largely rejected its Christian heritage in a decades-long spasm of anticlericalism, “Christianity” in China
rings up “modern” and “humane,”
rather than “pre-modern” and “inhumane.”
China in the late-21st century will be
the greatest field of Christian mission
since the Europeans crossed the Atlantic a half-millennium ago. The Chinese communist regime is about to
become deeply unpopular, thanks to the
effects of the one-child policy. It would
be strategically unwise, to put it gently,
if the Catholic Church, through the Vatican, were to embrace that regime
diplomatically, just as it was beginning
to feel the enmity of its people.
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Are we forever being ahead of our souls?
Sometimes nothing is as helpful as
a good metaphor.
In his book, “The God Instinct,”
Tom Stella shares this story: A number
of men who made their living as
porters were hired one day to carry a
huge load of supplies for a group on
safari. Their loads were unusually
heavy and the trek through the jungle was on a rough path. Several
days into the journey they stopped,
unshouldered their loads, and refused to go on. No pleas, bribes, or
threats, worked in terms of persuading them to go on. Asked why
they couldn’t continue, they answered: “We can’t go on; we have
to wait for our souls to catch up
with us.”
That happens to us too in
life, except mostly we never
wait for our souls to catch up.
We continue on without them,
sometimes for years. What’s
meant by this? Mostly it
means that we struggle to be in
the present moment, to be inside our own skins, to be
aware of the richness of our own experience. Mostly our experiences
aren’t very soulful because we aren’t
very present to them. For example:
For the past twenty years, I’ve kept a
journal, a diary of sorts. My intent in
keeping this journal is to record the
deeper things that I’m aware of
throughout each day; but mostly what
I end up actually writing down is a
simple chronology of my day, a daybook, a bare, no-frills, recounting of
what I did from hour to hour. My diaries don’t much resemble Anne
Frank’s diary, Dag Hammarskjold’s
Markings, Etty Hillesum’s “An Interrupted Life,” or Henri Nouwen’s
“Genesee Diary.” My journals resemble more what you might get from a
schoolboy describing his day at
school, a simple chronology of what
happened. Yet when I go back and

read an account of what I did each
day, I’m always amazed at how rich
and full life was on those days, except
that I wasn’t much aware of it at the
time. While actually living through
those days, mostly I was struggling to
get my work done, to stay healthy, to
meet expectations, to carve out
some moments of friendship and
recreation amidst the pressures
of the day, and to get to bed
at a reasonable hour. There
wasn’t a lot of soul there, just
a lot of routine, work, and
hurry.
I suspect that this is not
atypical. Most of us, I suspect,
live most of our days not very
aware of how rich our lives are,

forever leaving our souls
behind: For example, many is the
woman who gives ten to fifteen years
of her life to bearing and raising children, with all that entails, tending constantly to someone else’s needs,
getting up at night to nurse a child,
spending 24 hours a day on constant
alert, sacrificing all leisure time, and
putting a career and personal creativity on hold. And yet too often that
same woman, later on, looks back on
those years and wishes she could relive them — but, now, in a more soulful way, more deliberately aware of
how wonderful and privileged it is to
do precisely those things she did with
so much dram and tiredness. Years
later, looking back, she sees how rich
and precious her experience was and
how, because of the burden and stress,
how little her soul was present then to
what she was actually undergoing.

This can be multiplied with a
thousand examples: We’ve all read
accounts wherein someone shares
what he or she would do differently if
he or she had life to live over again.
Mostly these stories rework the same
motif: Given another chance, I would
try to enjoy it more the next time, that
is, I would try to keep my soul morepresent and more-aware.
For most of us, I fear, our souls will
only catch up with us when, finally,
we are in a retirement home, with diminished health, energy, and opportunity to work. It seems we need to first
lose something before we fully appreciate it. We tend to take life, health,
energy, and work for granted, until
they are taken away from us. Only
after the fact do we
realize how rich our
life has been and how
little of those riches
we drank in at the
time.
Our souls eventually do catch up with
us, but it would be good if
we didn’t wait until we were in the
retirement home for this to happen.
Like the porters who dropped their
Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje
visionary Marija to give us her message
to the world.
“Dear children! Also today I am calling
all of you to prayer. You cannot live without prayer, because prayer is a chain
which brings you closer to God. Therefore, little children, in humility of heart return to God and to His commandments
so that with all of your heart you are able
to say: as it is in Heaven so may it be on
earth. You, little children, are free to in
freedom decide for God or against Him.
See where Satan wants to pull you into
sin and slavery. Therefore, little children,
return to my heart so that I can lead you
to my Son Jesus who is the Way, the
Truth and the Life. Thank you for having
responded to my call."
1/25/16
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loads and stopped, we need regularly
to stop and wait for our souls to catch
up.
Early on in his priesthood, when
Pope Francis was in charge of a
school, he would at a certain point
each day have the public address system cut in and interrupt the work that
was going on in each classroom with
this announcement: Be grateful. Set
your horizon. Take stock of your day.
We all need, regularly, to lay down
our burdens for a minute so our souls
can catch up with us.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio,
TX. He can be contacted through his
website www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

Prayer Intentions of
the Holy Father
March

Universal: Families in Difficulty
That families in need may receive
the necessary support and that
children may grow up in healthy
and peaceful environments.
Evangelization: Persecuted
Christians
That those Christians who, on
account of their faith, are discriminated against or are being persecuted, may remain strong and
faithful to the Gospel, thanks to the
incessant prayer of the church.
For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG
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Year of Consecrated Life 2015: Fr. Nathan Sparks, SJ
(Editor’s note: Pope Francis
declared The Year of Consecrated Life
2015 to be observed from Nov. 30,
2014 to Feb. 2, 2016. This is the final
installment of the consecrated life
series.)
Area residents may recall Fr.
Nathan Sparks, SJ, as a diocesan
priest, ordained at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 2011.
After serving in the Diocese of Rapid
City at the cathedral parish and S.D.
School of Mines and Technology
Newman Center, he chose to follow a
calling to join the Jesuit Order. He
was released from the diocese in 2014
and that same year he entered into the
novitiate with the New York Province
of the Society of Jesus.
He said he first encountered the
Jesuits while studying in the seminary.

were very supportive.
He attended retreats and felt
They’ve always made it
very drawn to their way of life.
clear to me that they want
“After I became a priest, to my
me to be happy no matter
surprise, I kept hearing Jesus
where my vocation takes
inviting me to consider the
me. I’m very grateful for
Jesuit Order,” he said.
that.”
Father Sparks recalled his
A milestone in his vocainspirations, “I was really attion
was doing the 30-day
tracted to the way Jesuits
Fr. Nathan
prayed. I felt drawn to their
Sparks, SJ silent retreat inspired by St.
Ignatius called the Spiritual
way of contemplation and
Exercises as a Jesuit novice. “I’ve
philosophical reflection that is at the
never in my life listened so deeply to
same time deep, but also immersed in
God’s love for me as I did in those 30
the world and close to the poor.
“I was also drawn to their missionary character and their focus on teaching and education.”
The change in ministry meant he
would be serving on the east coast. He
said, “Even though I think my family
was sad that it took me far away, they
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days,” he said.
He is currently teaching New Testament and New Testament Greek at
Boston College High School in
Boston, Mass., and working part time
there in campus ministry.
What advice would he give to a
person considering consecrated life?
“I would tell them to explore, read,
research, travel, investigate, ask
around, pray, and then pursue those
next steps that give them the most
authentic freedom and the deepest
experience of Jesus’ love,” he said.

DR. JONATHAN J. REYES - KEYNOTE SPEAKER
OTHER PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Dr. Jonathan J. Reyes

Susan Meyer

The Most Reverend
Robert Gruss

Jim Kinyon

Palm Sunday Brunch

Executive Director of the Department
of Justice, Peace and Human
Development of the USCCB.

President
CSS

Bishop of Rapid City

Executive Director
CSS

Sunday, March 20, 2016
12-2 p.m.
Doors open at 11:30 a.m.

Ramkota Hotel, Rapid City

Contact us today to reserve your complimentary tickets. All seats reserved.
348-6086 or (800) 727-2401
A free will offering will be taken at the event
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Statement of Finance

Diocese of Rapid City
Financial Statement for July 1, 2014, through Jun e 30, 2015

Diocesan
Finance
Council

Jeff Berzina, Rapid City
Pat Burchill, Rapid City
Bruce Byrum, Spearfish
S. Roy Dishman, Rapid City
Daniel Duffy, Rapid City
Timothy Frost, Rapid City
Ray Hillenbrand, Rapid City
Les Lindskov, Isabel
Rev. Brian Lane, Rapid City
Leisa Nash, Piedmont
Frank Short, Rapid City
Don Stukel, Gregory
Robert Wentz, Piedmont

ExOfficio
Members

Very Rev. Steve Biegler
Suzie Lambert
Margaret Simonson

Investment
Committee
Jeff Berzina
Pat Burchill
Bruce Byrum
Ray Hillenbrand
Frank Short
Don Stukel

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
OFFICE OF BISHOP

February 16, 2016

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As we present our annual diocesan financial reports, I want to thank all of you for your commitment and generosity to this
great Diocese of Rapid City and the many ministries that provide support to our parishes in carrying on the mission of the
church.
With great assistance from Suzie Lambert and the Finance Office, I am certain we have been good stewards of your
financial gifts in carrying out the great ministry provided by the diocesan staff. I want to also thank our priests for their
important role in making the Annual Diocesan Appeal such a great success and thank you for your generous response.
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation has made significant contributions to our operations and other diocesan
entities over the past year. I am also deeply grateful for their assistance in helping to reduce our debt on the Terra Sancta
Campus. We continue to be provided much needed support from Catholic Extension, Catholic Home Missions, Black and
Indian Mission Office and the Mission Cooperative program of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Please keep
entities in your daily prayers. Their support is invaluable in the mission of the diocese.
Any questions regarding this report can be answered by Suzie Lambert in our Finance Office. Again, with deep
gratitude, I thank you for your kindness and generous support, allowing the Gospel mission to be carried out in western
South Dakota.
Be assured of my continued prayers for you and your families. May God continue to abundantly bless you.
Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ,

The Diocese of Rapid City is blessed to have another successful
year and we are very grateful for the support that has allowed us to
provide the necessary ministries in our diocese.
Our Annual Appeal income is crucial to providing the resources
needed to operate the diocese and once again we have exceeded our
goal. Thank you for your support.
In addition, this fiscal year the Western South Dakota Catholic
Foundation was able to provide a significant gift to help reduce the
debt that was incurred when the Terra Sancta renovations were done.
This gift along with some unexpected funding from estates allowed us
to pay an additional $1.5 million towards the debt. This leaves a
balance on our debt of just over $2.2 million as of the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2015. We are anxious to continue to work on paying
this off completely. Your support of this effort is very much
appreciated.
The Terra Sancta Retreat Center has become a wonderful addition
to our diocese. The Retreat Center stays very busy and revenue
continues to increase to help support the costs. The magnitude of the
large building has added significant costs to maintain, manage, and
depreciate the building and we are always looking for additional
resources to help cover these costs.
Catholic Extension, Catholic Home Missions, Black and Indian
Mission Office, and the Mission Cooperative program continue to
provide valuable support to our diocese. In addition to the amounts
listed in our financial reports, funds from these entities were also
directed to many parishes throughout the diocese. Please continue to
support these organizations and keep them in your prayers.
A copy of the full audit is available through the Finance Office of
the Diocese. Your comments and questions are welcome. Please
direct questions or requests to Suzie Lambert, PO Box 678, Rapid
City SD 57709, or call 605-343-3541.

Fiscal Year 2015 Expenses
Terra Sancta Retreat Center
15%

Discipleship
Formation
21%

Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss
Bishop of Rapid City

Thank you

Summary of the diocesan finances
for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2015

Social and
Family
Programs
11%

PO Box 678 l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57709-0678 l (605) 343-3541
Parcel: 606 Cathedral Drive l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57701-5498

Frank Short

for 20 years of service to the Finance Council

The annual audit for the Diocese of Rapid City was performed
by the accounting firm Ketel Thorstensen, LLP. A copy of the
audit is available for review at the Chancery Office. In
accordance with the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Resolution on Diocesan Financial Reporting, information
regarding the review and approval of the audit report has
been provided to the Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis.
Your comments and questions are welcome.

Depreciation
and
Loan Interest
10%

WWBF
Allocation
5%

Evangelization
7%

Pastoral Programs
12%

Development 9%

Administration
10%
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DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2015
2015

ASSETS
Cash & Cash Equivalents
Investments
Receivables
Property & Equipment
Assets held by others
Investment – SM Properties, LLC
Investment – Cash Surrender Life Ins
Miscellaneous Assets
Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities
Amounts Held for Others
Debt on Terra Sancta Property
Total Liabilities
NET ASSET
Permanently Restricted
Temporarily Restricted
Unrestricted Designated
Unrestricted Undesignated
Total Net Assets

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

816,162
6,362,543
1,765,765
10,158,173
3,015
501,685
97,297
46,388
19,751,028

1,422,105
6,418,287
1,672,877
10,175,961
3,365
497,109
96,404
53,193
20,339,301

270,851
317,594
2,377,585
2,966,030

258,163
333,853
4,046,582
4,638,598

1,761,394
3,139,955
1,837,191
10,046,458
16,784,998

1,781,885
3,232,154
2,280,289
8,406,375
15,700,703

19,751,028

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2015

Support and Revenue
Western S.D. Catholic Foundation Grant
Annual Appeal
Gifts and Bequests
Diocesan Programs and Misc. Income
Outside Funders (Catholic Missions,
Comm Home Mission, BIMO,
Mission Coop)
Terra Sancta Retreat Center Income
We Walk By Faith Donations
Terra Sancta Guild
Parish Assessments
Investment Income
Net Assets Released From Restriction
Total Revenue

Expenses
Discipleship Formation (Vocations, Faith
Formation, Lay Ministry)
Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Pastoral Programs
Social Concerns and Family Life
Depreciation and Loan Interest
Office of the Bishop and Chancery Adminstration
Development and Fund-raising
Evangelization (WRC, Communications,
TV Mass)
We Walk By Faith (Allocation to Rapid City
Catholic School and
Newman Center)
Total Expenses
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS

Unrestricted

0
1,316,720
605,941
445,068
32,749

2014

Temporarily
Restricted
1,590,200
177,727
144,179
246,176

20,339,301

Permanently
Restricted

17,748

Total

1,590,200
1,316,720
801,416
589,247
278,925

Total Pr. Yr.
2014
475,000
1,220,128
1,399,514
495,179
323,325

207,478
107,078
78,673
41,595
26,344
0
5,037,676

130,363
168,703
19,623
41,425
693,011
0
4,966,271

831,687

831,687

890,162

210,000
3,942,054

210,000
3,942,054

255,000
3,691,214

207,478
0
56,696
41,595
3,476
2,440,643
5,150,366

107,078
6,242

76,842
-2,440,643
(92,199)

15,735

(53,974)
(20,491)

596,858
477,789
423,602
402,608
385,580
330,289
283,641

596,858
477,789
423,602
402,608
385,580
330,289
283,641

1,208,312

(92,199)

(20,491)

1,095,622

461,192
231,220
407,836
401,273
365,777
347,536
331,218

1,275,057
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Life for the Native American is one of harmony with nature
By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

I was asked what Lakota Spirituality
means to me and how do I see it lived
out in the lives of the Lakota People.
This is my attempt to answer the question from my perspective and teachings
I received from my relatives and elders.
“Life for the Indian is one of harmony with nature and the things which
surround him. The Indian tried to fit in
with Nature and to understand, not to
conquer or to dominate. We were rewarded by learning much that the white
man will never know. Life was a glorious thing, for great contentment comes
with the feeling of friendship and kinship with the living things about you.
The white man seems to look upon all
animal life as enemies, while we looked
upon them as friends and benefactors.
They were one with the Great Mystery

and so were we. We could feel the peace
and power of the Great Mystery in the
soft green grass under our feet and in
the blue sky above us. All this made
deep feeling within us, and the wise
men thought much about it, and this is
how we got our spirituality.” —Chief
Luther Standing Bear
Lakota Spirituality is not an organized religion but it reflects a way of life.
It is seeing God through other people
and through nature. It is being connected to the universe and all of God’s
creation. It is living in a constant state
of prayer and continually feeling as
though one is in a state of grace, one
with the Creator. We are constantly surrounded and immersed in God, like a
bird in the sky or a child in the womb of
their mother. There is no separation
from spirituality and living life, because
the two are intimately connected. It is

recognizing that all is a gift from the
One who created the world, the animals, the plants, the seas and the heavens and being respectful of all Creation.
Our first acknowledgement of
Tunkasila is at the dawn of the day
when the sun begins to rise and begins
its journey across the sky. It is at this
time that we thank the Creator for another day of life. This is a very sacred
time and we ask special prayers for all
of our relatives. We ask Tunkasila to
bless our mother the earth, because
without Unci Maka we would not have
nourishment for our bodies. She knows
us intimately by the touch of our steps
because she is rich with the lives of our
kin, as she lovingly holds the remains
of our grandfathers. We feel the
strength of our relatives under our feet
helping us with their prayers and guiding us to be better people. This aware-

ness of connectedness is Mitakuye Oyasin, “we are all related.” And all the
world is kin.
In spite of being called savages and
uncivilized, Tunkasila has always been
with his people. He has been with the
Lakota people from the beginning of
time. It was the misconception of the
colonizers that failed to recognize the
deep spirituality of the people. They
came with a conquering and superior
attitude that said their way of life was
right and the God they brought was the
God that all had to accept. They inflicted awful atrocities upon the native
people in the name of religion and
failed to recognize that God was already among the people. “The first task
in approaching another people, another
culture, and another religion is to take
off our shoes — for the ground we are
approaching is Holy Ground.”

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young people.
To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to
victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has
caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially.
Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers
serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on
the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Columns

Human organs from pigs — Is it kosher?
February 2016

Human beings can have a visceral
reaction to the thought of growing
human kidneys or livers inside the
bodies of pigs or cows. A participant
in a recent online forum on human/animal chimeras described it this way:
“Unbelievable!!! ... If there was anything that was more anti-God it is the
genetic formation of chimeras which
is nothing more than Frankenstein
monster creation.”
Although the idea of a chimeric animal is indeed unusual, several factors
need to be considered in evaluating
the practice of growing human organs
within animals. Despite our initial
hesitations, certain kinds of human/animal chimeras are likely to be justifiable and reasonable. This comes into
focus when we recognize, for example, how thousands of patients who
have received replacement heart
valves made out of pig or cow tissues
are already themselves a type of
human/animal chimera. For many
years, moreover, scientists have
worked with chimeric mice that possess a human immune system, enabling them to study the way that HIV
and other viruses are able to infect
cells.
We routinely use animals to address
important human needs. We eat them
and make clothing out of them. We
keep them in zoos. Utilizing them for
legitimate and important medical purposes like organ generation and transplantation should not, broadly
speaking, be a cause for alarm. As another online participant noted, only
half in jest: “Think of it — a pig provides a human heart, lungs, and liver,
then the rest is eaten for dinner! ...
Plus the pig will likely be chemical
free, well-fed, and humanely treated.”
If a pig were in fact able to grow a
human kidney in place of its own kidney, and if it could be used for transplantation, it could provide a major
new source of organs in the face of the

critical shortage that currently exists.
Many patients today are on waiting
lists for a kidney, and a significant
percentage die before an organ ever
becomes available.
Yet significant technical and ethical hurdles remain before
growing organs in
pigs is likely to be
feasible. The
science is still
in its infancy,
and researchers
have yet to
figure out how
to make human
cells co-exist in a
stable fashion with
animal tissues. There
are abundant concerns about
the possibility of transmitting animal
viruses to humans, especially considering how readily other viruses like
avian flu have been able to jump from
birds to humans.
Even assuming these kinds of risks
are able to be minimized, and
pig/human chimeras could be safely
produced, there would still be several
ethical issues to consider. One concern
involves using stem cells from human
embryos as part of the process of making pig/human chimeras. Typically
scientists try to generate chimeras by
adding human embryonic stem cells to
animal embryos, which then grow up
and develop into chimeric animals.
Destroying young humans in their embryonic stages for their stem cells is
gravely objectionable, so creating
chimeras could be ethical only if alternative, non-embryonic sources of stem
cells (like adult stem cells or induced
pluripotent stem cells) were utilized
for the procedure.
The technology might also lend itself to other unethical practices, like
trying to create a pig that could produce human sperm or eggs in its geni-

talia. Similarly, if human nerve cells
were incorporated into a developing
pig brain in such a way that the animal
developed what appeared to be human
brain structures, some have noted
there could be questions about the
occurrence of intelligence
or self-consciousness
or other facets of
human identity
in the animal.
Although such
concerns
seem farfetched, given
the dearth of
knowledge
about the “scaffolding of consciousness,” it seems
reasonable to limit this kind of
experimentation. Some scientific
agencies like the National Institutes of
Health have restricted the availability
of research funds for the study of
human/animal chimeras because of
these and other considerations, seeking to levy pressure so that the needed
ethical discernment and discussion occurs before researchers proceed further.
We tend to view modern scientific
progress as a powerful “engine of
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good” for the well-being of mankind,
and therefore we view most scientific
research with hope. This is proper and
fitting, and to reinforce and reinvigorate that hope, we should continue to
insist that cutting edge biomedical research remain in active dialogue and
interaction with sound ethics. The expanding study of human/animal
chimeras challenges us to reflect carefully on the morally appropriate use of
these novel and powerful technologies, so that human dignity will not be
harmed, subjugated, or misappropriated in any way.
Fr. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work
at Harvard. He is a priest of the
diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The
National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.
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Social Justice

2016 South Dakota Legislation (as of 2/10/16)

“…we encourage Catholics throughout the United States to be active in the political
process, particularly in these challenging times." (2015 Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship, #8)

Here are a few of the 452 bills in SD’s legislative session.
Abortion: HB 1123 Dept. of Health post information on abortion facility inspections on
its website; House 60-8; to S Health/Human Services. HB 1157 a doctor provide a woman
additional information on chemical abortion (for informed consent); House 59-10, to Senate. SB 24 prohibits sale of aborted fetal body parts & provides a penalty; Senate 34-0, to
H State Affairs. SB 72 prohibits abortion of unborn child capable of feeling pain (20 weeks+)
& provides a penalty; S H&HS hearings.
Abuse & Human Trafficking: SB 54 adopts recommendations of the SD Elder Abuse
Task Force, protects seniors/adult disabled; Senate 35-0, to H Judiciary. SB 168 revises
current trafficking law & requires abortion facilities to prominently post name/phone # of National Human Trafficking Resource Center; to S Judiciary. SB 169 child pornography laws
to include electronic means and increases penalty; to S Judiciary.
Death Penalty: SB 94 repeals death penalty, replaces with “life imprisonment without
the possibility of parole”/commutes current sentences; S State Affairs to 41st day/killed 72.
Education: HB 1130 video lottery revenue to supplement teacher pay/establish a
teacher salary enhancement fund; to H Joint Appropriations. HB 1168 students participate
in sex education with parental permission required; H Education to 41st day/killed 8-4. HB
1247 school districts/licensed welfare agencies implement a policy/provide training on child
sex abuse and maltreatment; to H St Affairs. SB 159 tax credits to insurance companies
for educational scholarships contributions; S Education 6-1; to Senate. SB 129 suicide
awareness/prevention training for new/renewal of school professional certificate; to S Education.
Environment: HB 1197 bans hydraulic fracturing; to H Ag/Nat Resources. SB 17 appropriates $2.1 million for wildfire suppression; Senate 34-0, to House. SB 18 $1 million to
State Conservation Commission; Senate 34-0, House 63-6; to Governor.
Family Issues: HB 1008 restrict certain access to school restrooms/locker rooms;
House 58-10, to Senate. HB 1112 voids/requires legislative consent for SD High School Activities transgender policy; House 45-23, to Senate. HB 1209 requires public state bodies
accept all information on birth certificate as official & valid; awaits hearing. HB 1128 courts
consider child’s preference for divorce custody in some cases; to H Judiciary. HB 1224 SD
residents participate in “ABLE” savings program to support a disabled person; awaits hearing. SCR 1 expresses support for family caregivers & policies/initiatives for support, training, & workforce/volunteer caregiving development; Senate & House concurred.
Immigration: SB 119 legislature enact a law/resolution before Dept. of Social Services
can enter into refugee agreements with US agencies; S Judiciary to 41st day/killed 5-2
Marriage: HB 1165 repeals Marriage License requirement/provides for a Marriage Certificate instead; to H Judiciary.
Medical related: HB 1110 provides prenatal care for unborn children whose mothers
are not eligible for Title XIX care based on citizenship; H H&HS 11-2; in House. HB 1234
Legislative approval before the state adopts a Medicaid program change; to H St Affairs.
Religious Freedom: HB 1107, the “Government Non-Discrimination Act” (GNDA) ensures government not discriminate in matters of religious belief and moral convictions;
House 46-10; to S Judiciary.
Taxes & Work: HB 1182 increases sales, use, & other taxes/proceeds reduce education property tax; H Appropriations 9-0; to House. SB 151 & SB 161 reduce state sales &
use taxes on most food items, but increases them on other goods and services; SB 151
also increases per student education state aid; await hearings. SJR 2 proposes a Constitutional Amendment for a state corporate income tax/revenue marked for property tax relief; to S Taxation.
Contact legislators:
Phone message House 605-773-3851 and Senate 605-773-3821
E-mail:
http://legis.sd.gov/Contact/LegislatorEmail.aspx?MemberID=753&Session=2016
Catholic Advocate Network (CAN) website:
http://www.sfcatholic.org/CAN/content.aspx?id=2054
SD Legislative website: http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/
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Your Works of Mercy can aid local organizations

Donate food or money to a local food pantry, Cornerstone Mission, Feeding
South Dakota, or deliver Meals on Wheels. Statewide the poverty rate in 2014
was 14.2 percent.
1. In Rapid City, 1 in 5 residents live in poverty.
2. Assist or donate to Habitat for Humanity, a homeless shelter or Cornerstone to help provide housing. The statewide 2015 Homeless Count, conducted
every January, showed 1036 people homeless (770 adults, 266 children), up 151
over 2014.
3. Donate good clothing or household items to non-profit thrift stores, which
then provide needed basic help, skills training, jobs, and daycare help. Assist
with literacy programs for adults from other cultures, youth mentoring
programs, or Hope for New Life Jail Ministry.
Pray that those in need will be helped.
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Christmas Card
Contest Winners

News

Grace Mutchler and Bridget
Schneller, both of Keystone,
along with members of their
families were treated to
pizza at the home of Bishop
Robert Gruss. Mutchler won
2nd place and Schneller won
1st place — her drawing of
the Holy Family was used on
the bishop’s 2015 Christmas
cards. Not pictured, Skye
Thomas who won 3rd place.
(WRC photo)
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Canku Wakan
a four day experience of
inculturated evangelization

April 21-24, 2016

Sioux Spiritual Center

Call Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
605-343-3541 or MLeneaughSr@diorc.org

Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora

Volunteer program allows woman to explore Benedictine life
By Sr. Florence
McManamen, OSB

The week of Jan. 22, the St. Martin
Benedictines offered prayers and sacrifices for a greater respect for human
life from the moment of conception to
a natural death.
A number of the sisters attended the
evening sponsored by Right to Life at
St. Therese Church, Rapid City. A
group of nine talented violinists and

cellists, relatives of Sister Carol Kovarik, and their friends presented a concert in the monastery chapel on Jan.17.
Several of these young musicians entered the Young Artist Contest on Jan.
23 with Brigid Blote, a niece of Sister
Carol, placing second in her division.
Also on Jan. 23, I attended the Cursillo
Leadership Workshop in Custer and
presented a “rollo” on spiritual direction. On Jan. 30, the young women at-

tending the diocesan religious vocation
retreat at Terra Sancta and the four Sister Directors joined us for vespers.
Sister Yvette Mallow led a Women’s
Day of Reflection at St. Peter Chanel
Church in Atlanta, Georgia, on Feb. 6.
The theme for the day was “Having a
Mary’s Heart in a Martha’s World.”
Sister Mary Wegher, prioress, attended the Conference of Benedictine
Prioresses in Beech Grove, Indiana,
Feb. 1-7. Abbot Gregory Polan and Sister Karen Joseph were speakers for the
first days of retreat followed by several
days of meetings. The theme of the retreat days was the Paschal Mystery.
About forty-five of the more than sixty

prioresses who attended belong to three
federations, the Federation of St.
Gertrude (our federation), the Federation of St. Scholastica, and the Federation of St. Benedict.
Our community participates in the
Benedictine Volunteer Program which
provides an opportunity for interested
women to learn more about Benedictine life. A potential novice, Nahyan
Kang, will be coming to St. Martin
Monastery as a volunteer for several
months at the end of February. She has
attended the University of Connecticut
for two years but plans to take a year
off from school to discern a life
vocation.

Mercy

February 2016

Jubilee
Year of

March Saint of Mercy — St. Patrick

St. Patrick’s life is a model of mercy for us. At age
16, Patrick was captured and taken to Ireland as a
slave. For six years he remained in captivity tending
swine and cattle. He spent that time in prayer and fasting, and he suffered much, but he said of this time that
his spirit became fervent, as
he prayed through the
night and often woke to
prayer in cold, snow, and
rain. Then, one night he
heard a voice calling him to
escape and return to his
native land, Roman Britiain, so he ran away and
found a ship departing the
isle. At first, the captain refused him passage, but
Patrick prayed to God, and
the crew took him with
them. After three days at
sea, they reached land, but
food was scare and the
crew was hungry. They
asked him to pray to his
God for food. Patrick told them all to turn to God who
would provide for them. That day, they came across a
herd of swine and had food in abundance.
Patrick eventually made it back home, but had a vision which took him on a different path: “I saw a man
coming, as it were from Ireland. His name was Victoricus, and he carried many letters, and he gave me
one of them. I read the heading: ‘The Voice of the
Irish.’ As I began the letter, I imagined in that moment
that I heard the voice of those very people who were
near the wood of Foclut, which is beside the western
sea, and they cried out, as with one voice: ‘We appeal
to you, holy servant boy, to come and walk among us.’”
This prompted Patrick to study for the priesthood. He
went to a monastery in France, where he remained for

a few years and was ordained a priest and then, a
bishop. The church sent him back to Ireland in the
year 433 to proclaim the Gospel.
In Ireland once again, Bishop Patrick met a druid
king, Laeghaire, who tried to kill him, but God intervened, and Patrick was victorious. This victory resulted in Patrick’s being allowed to
preach the Gospel among the people. Thousands were converted through Patrick’s
preaching and miracles, churches were
built, and Christianity began to spread. The
Druids who served as prophets, philosophers, scientists, judges, and teachers, began
to be threatened by this, realizing that their
own religion was disappearing in favor of
Christianity. They captured and imprisoned
Patrick many times, but every time he was
able to escape. St. Patrick is credited with
converting all of Ireland to Christianity. A
humble man full of love for God and complete trust in him, Patrick revealed the
tremendous mercy of God in returning to
the land of
his enslavement to bring the good
news to those who continued to persecute him
throughout the years.
He died in Ireland in
461, having given his
whole life to God and
the people of Ireland.
(Saint of the Month
column is courtesy the
Year of Mercy Committee. "Saint Patrick window" by Sicarr — Flickr.
Licensed under CC BY
2.0 via Commons)

Day of Mercy — in each parish
Thursday, February 25, 2016

Upcoming Events
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Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City
Confession from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Two priests
available at all times with four-five priests
available from 5-7 p.m. Adoration
throughout the day.
Presentation begins at 7 p.m.
Speaker: Jeff Hurd
“Spiritual Works of Mercy”
Benediction at 7:45 p.m. Social to follow.

Thursday, March 17, 2016

Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City
Speaker: Father Jonathan Dillon
“Saints in Mercy”
Want to watch the
presentations but can’t
make it Rapid City?
Watch a live stream at:
www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Prayer to St. Patrick
God our Father,
you sent Saint Patrick to preach your
glory to the people of Ireland.
By the help of his prayers,
may all Christians proclaim
your love to all men.
Grant this through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
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You

Jubilee Year of Mercy

are invited to the first

Pilgrimage Day

February 27, 2016
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City

This is an opportunity to encounter the Lord through a presentation, prayer experiences, the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, the Eucharist and a Healing Service. Plan to attend and bring a friend to share this
rich experience. Prepare to receive an indulgence in this journey, walking through the Door of Mercy.
Begin to build your prayer beads to commemorate the Year of Mercy.

Pilgrimage Day Schedule

11 a.m. - Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament followed by a presentation
by Bishop Robert Gruss, “Reconciliation and Forgiveness”

11:30 a.m. — Lectio Divina, prayer
experience lead by Susan Safford
Pope Francis, in his Bull of Indiction
(especially in #13 & #17), encouraged us
to meditate on the word of God and to
contemplate the merciful face of the
father. The Pilgrimage Days include an
opportunity for meditation on the word.
The Lectio Divina is a short guided
meditation on a passage from Scripture,
intended to help everyone to enter in,
meditate, and encounter Christ and the
merciful face of the father.
Pope Francis’ hope for pilgrimages like
these, as he explains in #14 of the Papal
Bull, is to “Judge not, and you will not be
judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you;

good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into
your lap ...” (Lk 6:37-38). This is our
hope as well. These days are all about
encountering the mercy of God so that we
can share that mercy with others.
—Susan Safford, Office of
Faith Formation
(Misericordiae Vultus, Bull of Indiction of
the Jubilee of Mercy, can be found at
www.im.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/
bolla.html)
Noon to 2 p.m. — The Sacrament of
Reconciliation available. Light lunch
served in Cathedral Hall
2:30 p.m. — Benediction

3 p.m. — Celebration of the Mass with
Bishop Gruss presiding — This will be
the Saturday night Mass for 3rd Sunday
of Lent.
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“The Jubilee Year of Mercy is a tremendous gift
given to the church, the body of Christ. It is an
opportunity for each of us to experience a new
outpouring of mercy. Whenever mercy is shared,
the father’s healing love is present in Jesus who is
‘the face of the father’s mercy.’ These Saturday
Pilgrimage Days of Mercy present us with the
opportunity to make a pilgrimage within the
diocese as a sign of our need and desire for
conversion on the journey of life, reawakening
our call to be merciful with others as the father
has been with us. What a beautiful opportunity
and gift for all of us!”
—Bishop Robert D. Gruss

4 p.m. — Healing Service
We all need healing in our lives. There
are all kinds of hurts in life, physical,
emotional and spiritual. These hurts can
come about because of our choices or the
circumstances of our lives. Jesus has
encouraged us to ask for healing and
forgiveness. Time and again in the gospels
he expressed his desire to heal us — to
restore us to a full relationship with him
and with one another. Healing can take a
moment or can take time and persistent
prayer.
In this Year of Mercy we are invited or
better said encouraged, to ask God for
healing in our lives. We have provided
Days of Mercy, and during these days we
are urged to seek the healing that Reconciliation can give. We are also invited to
engage in special prayers and act out the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy so
that through these acts of love, engaged
in with sincere faith and hope, we can

also receive forgiveness and healing from
the Lord. Another way that healing can
be ours is through prayers.
Following the 3 p.m. Mass, the bishop
and teams of clergy and lay volunteers
will be available to pray with and pray
over those who seek healing in their
lives. Those who wish to remain will be
invited to spend some time reflecting on
what in their lives needs healing. They
will come forward to one of the teams
and after stating their desire for healing
will be prayed over. Jesus will be present
in these individuals — offering his
touch, his love and his desire to bring
life healing.
This same type of Healing Service will
be done at each Pilgrimage Day. You are
encouraged to come and know God’s
mercy and love in Jesus through healing
prayers.

—Fr. Michel Mulloy, Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help
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Lent is a season of grace to help
both catechumens (those preparing for
baptism) and the faithful to enter more
deeply into the paschal mystery. In this
season we are called to conversion, a
renewed sense of our frailty or sinfulness, as well as profound trust in the
new life that flows from the death and
resurrection of Christ. The faithful, ever
more attentive to the word of God and
prayer, prepare themselves by fasting,
prayer, and almsgiving.
According to universal church discipline, all members of the Catholic faithful are bound to acts of penance. In
order that the faithful join in a more
common observance of penance, penitential days are prescribed for praying,
exercising works of charity, and engaging in acts of self-discipline and denial.
The season of Lent affords us with a
40 day retreat to participate in a journey toward rebirth. The holy season of
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday (Feb.
10) and ends as the celebration of the
Belle Fourche, St. Paul
Tuesday, Mar. 15 — 7 p.m.
Bison, Blessed Sacrament
Monday, Feb. 29 — 7 p.m.

Lent

Lenten Regulations

Triduum begins during Holy Week.

1. The season of Lent is to be observed by Catholics as a time of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving.

2. Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday, in particular, are the most important penitential days for the liturgical year. They are days of both fasting
and abstinence. On these two days only
one full meatless meal is allowed. Two
other meatless meals, sufficient to
maintain strength, may be taken according to each one’s needs, but together they should not equal one full
meal. Eating between meals is not permitted on these two days, but liquids,
including milk and fruit juices, are allowed.
When health or ability to work
would be seriously affected, the law
does not oblige.
Those who are over 18 years of age
and under 60 years of age are bound to
fast on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 10) and
Good Friday (Mar. 25).

3. All Fridays in Lent are days of
abstinence. Everyone 14 years of age or
older is bound to abstain from meat on
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 10) and all Fridays during Lent.

4. The observance of the laws of
fast and abstinence are an obligation
for all Catholics. To completely disregard them is a serious matter. Those
whose work or health would be impaired are excused from fasting and abstaining. The individual’s conscience
can decide if there is proper cause to
excuse from observance. It is sinful not
to observe this discipline without a serious reason.
5. Self-imposed fasting on the other
weekdays of Lent is recommended.
Other penances, such as works of piety
and charity, and other acts of self-denial
also are appropriate as penitential acts.

6. Parents and teachers should see
to it that even children not bound by the
laws of fast and abstinence because of

Reconciliation Schedules

Bonesteel, Immaculate Conception
Wednesday, Mar. 9 — 6:30 p.m. CT
Buffalo, St. Anthony
Tuesday, Mar. 1 — 7 p.m.
Burke, Sacred Heart
Wednesday, Feb. 24 — 6:30 p.m. CT
Colome, St. Isidore
Sunday, Feb. 28 — 3:30 p.m. CT
Custer, St. John
Tuesday, Mar. 8 — 7 p.m
Dupree, Sacred Heart,
Sunday, Mar. 20 — 4 p.m.
Eagle Butte, All Saints
Sunday, Mar. 20 — 4 p.m.
Faith, St. Joseph
Sunday, Mar. 20 — 7 p.m.
Ft. Pierre, St. John
Sunday, Mar. 6 — 6 p.m. CT
Gregory, St. Joseph
Wednesday, Mar. 2 — 6:30 p.m. CT
Hill City, St. Rose
Monday, Feb. 22 — 7 p.m.
Hot Springs, St. Anthony
Monday, Feb. 29 — 7 p.m.
Isabel, St. Mary
Monday, Mar. 7 — 5 p.m.

Kadoka, Our Lady of Victory
Thursday, Mar. 10 — 7 p.m.
Keystone, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Monday, Feb. 22 — 4p.m.
Kyle, Our Lady of Sorrows
Thursday, Feb. 25 — 7 p.m.
Lead, St. Patrick
Sunday, Feb. 28 — 4:30 p.m.
Lemmon, St. Mary
Sunday, Feb. 28 — 7 p.m.
Manderson, St. Agnes
Tuesday, Feb. 16 — 6:30 p.m.
Martin, Sacred Heart
Thursday, Mar. 17 — 7 p.m.
McIntosh, St. Bonaventure
Thursday, Mar. 10 — 6 p.m.
McLaughlin, St. Bernard
Sunday, Mar. 20 — 6 p.m.
Midland, St. William
Sunday, Mar. 6 — 7 p.m.
Newell, St. Mary
Thursday, Feb. 18 — 5 p.m.
Oglala, Our Lady of the Sioux
Monday, Feb. 15 — 7 p.m.
Philip, Sacred Heart
Tuesday, Mar. 8 — 7 p.m.
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age are brought up in an atmosphere
that is conducive to a sense of penance.

7. The faithful should be clearly and
positively encouraged to participate in
the sacrament of reconciliation during
Lent. Churches will schedule adequate
time for confessions before Easter.

8. The liturgical directions of the
Sacramentary and Lectionary must be
faithfully observed regarding all the
special Holy Week rites.

9. Funeral Masses are not allowed
on Holy Thursday (Mar. 24), Good Friday (Mar. 25) or Holy Saturday (Mar.
26) The funeral rite outside of Mass can
be held in church on those days, with a
funeral Mass later.
10. The RCIA is incorporated into
the liturgy of Lent. The Rite of Election
will be celebrated on Feb. 21, at the
cathedral. On the third, fourth and fifth
Sundays of Lent, the Scrutinies take
place during Mass.
Pine Ridge. Sacred Heart
Wednesday, Feb. 24 — 6 p.m.
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament
Day of Mercy
Thursday, Mar. 17 — 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues
Wednesday, Mar. 16 — 7 p.m.
Rapid City, St. Therese
Thursday, Mar. 10 — 7 p.m.
Reliance, St. Mary
Wednesday, Feb. 24 — 6 p.m. CT
Spearfish, St. Joseph
Thursday, Mar. 3 — 7 p.m.
Sturgis, St. Francis
Thursday, Mar. 17 — 7 p.m.
Timber Lake, Holy Cross
Sunday, Mar. 6 — 7p.m.
Wall, St. Patrick
Sunday, Mar. 13 — 7 p.m.
Wanblee, St. Ignatius
Monday, Feb. 29 — 7 p.m.
Winner, Immaculate Conception
Wednesday, Mar.16 — 4 p.m. CT
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NPM holds winter meeting
The Rapid City Chapter of National
Pastoral Musicians held their winter
meeting January 23 in Lead. More than
30 members of the group participated
in group discussions regarding the Lee
Gwozdz Workshop, listened to a variety of rounds, and sang along with five
Mass settings.
Musicians from St. Francis of Assisi, Sturgis; Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City; St. Patrick, Lead;
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City; St.
Joseph, Spearfish; and St. John the
Baptist, Custer; demonstrated a variety
of rounds and Mass settings.
The NPM spring meeting will be
held March 5 at Sacred Heart Church,

News

Philip. Topics for that meeting include:
“Where Should Sacred Music Lead Us
as Music Ministers,” a free reading
packet of music including accompanying CD from OCP, and “Incorporating a
Variety of Instruments at Worship and
Recruiting Techniques.” For reservations, contact Kathy Little at lovingtrust@live.com or call 605-4847817 by February 29.
The NPM Choir Festival will be held
June 10-11 at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
All music ministers in the diocese are
invited to participate in a weekend of
sacred music. Local music conductors,
Nelly and Clayton Southwick will be
leading singers through a liturgical
music. The festival will culminate with
a concert on Saturday evening. Look
for information regarding registration at
a future date.
Education, prayer and fellowship are
the focal points of our quarterly NPM
meetings.
All Rapid City Diocese music ministers and clergy are encouraged to attend NPM meetings.
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Regina Caeli FNE Boys Winter Campout

Members of the Regina Caeli FNE boy's Timberwolf Den and Explorer Troop
spent the weekend at Sage Creek Campground in the Badlands. Some of the
boys slept without tents under the night sky as temperatures dropped to 15
degrees. (Above) Fr. Mark McCormick celebrates mass as Patrol Chief Max
Daniel displays the colors of the International European Catholic Scouting
movement. (Photo courtesy Jacques Daniel)

In Your Prayers

Ordinations: March 28, 1977 Fr. Arnold Kari. Birthdays: March 2, Fr. D. Craig Cower;
March 3, Fr. Joseph Dean, SCJ; March 7, Fr. Christopher Johnson, SJ; March 15, Msgr.
Michael Woster; March 17, Fr. Grant Gerlach; March 18, Fr. Peter Etzel, SJ; March 22, Fr.
Steve Biegler; March 27, Fr. Richard Novotny. Necrology: March 5, 2013, Reuben
Valades; March 6, 1966, John DeRaff; March 7, 1991, James Sheehan; March 8, 1965,
George Heup; March 9, 1992, Francis Vallo; March 11, 1948, Bishop John Lawler; March
11, 1964, Arthur O’Brien; March 11, 1965, Benedict Detterman, TOR; March 14, 1975,
Wenzel Sobolewski; March 14, 2003, Glendon Welshons, SJ; March 16, 1994, Arthur
Doyle; March 16, 2014, Paul Dahms; March 17, 1955, Francis Parisian; March 21, 1977,
James Tunnissen, SJ; March 22, 1909, Emil Perrig, SJ; March 24, 1987, Thomas Gorman;
March 25, 1972, Alban Reid; March 27, 1964, Philip O’Connell; March 27, 1966, Thomas
Downey, SP; March 30, 1968, Florian Kruswicki.
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Pie and Coffee

The results of the 2015 Hospitality Survey are in and 264 people responded to
the third annual questionnaire. From the responses a group of 50 people were
randomly selected to have pie and coffee with Bishop Robert Gruss, (shown at
left) on Jan. 30, at Terra Sancta, Rapid City. Results show hospitality is increasing in the parishes of the Diocese of Rapid City. It was sponsored by the
Office of Stewardship. Read more about the results of the survey at
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/stewardship/. (WRC photo)

New Catholic-Muslim dialogue formed;
Chicago archbishop named co-chair

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The U.S. bishops’ Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs announced Feb. 8 that it is launching a new National Catholic-Muslim Dialogue, and Chicago Archbishop Blase J. Cupich has been named its first
Catholic co-chairman. “As the national conversation around Islam grows increasingly
fraught, coarse and driven by fear and often willful misinformation, the Catholic
Church must help to model real dialogue and goodwill,” said Bishop Mitchell T.
Rozanski of Springfield, Massachusetts, who is chairman of the committee. For over
two decades, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ ecumenical and interreligious
committee has co-sponsored three regional Catholic-Muslim dialogues, and Bishop
Rozanski said the time is right to begin a national dialogue. “Our current dialogues
have advanced the goals of greater understanding, mutual esteem and collaboration
between Muslims and Catholics, and the members have established lasting ties of
friendship and a deep sense of trust,” he said in a statement. He also thanked Archbishop Cupich for agreeing to represent the USCCB “in this crucial conversation.”
The Chicago prelate’s tenure as dialogue co-chair will begin Jan. 1, 2017.

Catholic Radio Expands
Real Presence Radio,
the corporation that is
broadcasting Catholic
programs in western
South Dakota, can now
be heard on a second
station. The 89.9
frequency broadcasts
to most of the diocese
outside the Rapid City
area. The new 94.7 is
for listeners in Rapid
City.
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Married Sweethearts

The annual Married Sweethearts
observance sponsored by the
diocesan Office of Family Life
Ministries was held Feb. 6. The
evening began with the renewal
of wedding vows at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. It was followed by a
dinner and dance also in Rapid
City. (Top left) Marvin and Rita
Matthews, Wessington, were recognized for traveling the farthest
and for being married 63 years.
They are shown with their daughters Jean Holm and Gail Wingert,
both of Rapid City.
(Center) Wes and Karen Mendenhall, Piedmont, were recognized
for 57 years of marriage. (Lower
left) Jim and Stephanie Jacquot,
Rapid City, took home the newlywed bouquet. They have been
married for seven months.
(Photos by Kathy Cordes)

National Catholic Schools Week

January 31 - February 6, 2016 ~ Raise the Standards
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(Clockwise, far left) Fr. Wayne Herpin, SJ, blesses the
throat of a first grader during an all school Mass for
the Sapa Un Academy at St. Francis Mission. l
Fr. John Paul Trask, Eagle Butte, defends against
junior Cameron Fees during the annual Men in Black
Basketball Game. The game raised nearly $3,000 for
the Office of Vocations and the St. Thomas More High
School mission trip in the spring. l Students perform
a scene from “The Women of Troy.” The cast and
crew received a superior rating and several acting
awards at the state competition. l Fr. Herpin invites
students from the Sapa Un Academy to gather around
the altar during Mass. l Seventh graders Garrett
Varilek and Rowen Evans and sixth graders Hunter
Walla and Charlie Lien Peterson compete in a game
during a vocations assembly at St. Thomas More
Middle School. The students learned about the
corporal works of mercy through games, a short talk
by vocations director Fr. Mark McCormick, and a
video presentation.
(Sapa Un Academy photos courtesy of Caroline
DeCory and RCCSS photos by Becky Berreth)
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Young A dults

Oh what a tangled web: rising above Instagram envy

Melina Birchem has uploaded 777 images to her Instagram account over the past
two years: sushi, Starbucks,
her new tattoo, rosary beads,
cowboy boots. Sometimes the
juxtaposition is jarring. A
glowing monstrance, a chilled
margarita. A snapshot from
waitressing, a prayer journal
documenting her consecration
to the Blessed Mother.
As a freshman at the University of Mary in Bismarck,
N.D., Melina has tried to moderate her use of social media,
deleting the Facebook and
Twitter apps from her iPhone
and abandoning Snapchat altogether. Instagram has been
harder to rein in, admits the
psychology major, an amateur
photographer and self-described “beauty seeker” who is
among more than 400 million
users drawn to the 5-year-old
photo-sharing social network.
It captures her adventures,
connects her with friends and
kindles her faith. But sometimes it sends Melina down a
destructive path, like when it
leads her to bikini photos that

erode her self-esteem. Even
following friends can induce
pangs of envy. It’s easy to get
stuck in the honeycomb of Instagram feeds, where six degrees of separation becomes
two taps — from someone you
know to someone who knows
someone you know, then a total
stranger with an expensive
wardrobe and a nice tan. The
filters create a fun-house mirror of comparison, rendering
you short and squatty. They’re
the ones out making great
memories — you’re the one in
sweatpants stalking them from
the couch.
Instagram has created a culture of unabashed voyeurism.
To comment on a picture with
the popular hashtag “goals” is
to openly covet. It’s often a
one-word comment, an evolution from the “I like this” of a
facile Facebook thumbs-up to
“I want to be this.” Yet the
word “goals” connotes a rigorous academic pursuit, making
it perfectly acceptable, even
witty.
“That hashtag is a pet peeve
of mine!” Melina said. “It’s a

Do not say
‘I am only a youth’

code for comparison and
envy. It’s like, ‘Why are you
striving to be someone else
when God meant you to be
you? You are precious in his
eyes!’”
Melina is trying to reclaim the hashtag by occasionally tagging her posts with
“Catholicgoals,” a tongue-incheek reminder of what really
matters — sacraments, prayer,
friendship. She resists the
temptation to curate her Instagram feed in order to project a
perfect life, realizing that
wouldn’t be healthy for her or
friends who would view it.
“You’re never going to have
good conversations with people if you’re not willing to be
vulnerable.”
Melina believes we’ve become too passive about toxic
influences. “We’re scared of
certain consequences that may
or may not happen if we make
a first decision to cut off that
which kills us,” she said. “I
want to challenge us to become
bolder in seeing what is hurting
us physically, emotionally,
spiritually and then doing
something about it.”
A “YouCat” nugget courtesy
That may mean unfolof the Office of Youth
& Young Adult Ministry

What significance do the poor have for Christians?
Love for the poor must be in every age the distinguishing mark of
Christians. The poor deserve not just a few alms; they have a claim
to justice. For Christians there is a special obligation to share their
goods. Our example in love for the poor is Christ (2443-2446).
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs in the kingdom of
heaven” (Mt 5:3) — that is the first sentence in Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount. There is material, emotional, intellectual, and spiritual
poverty. Christians must look after the needy of this earth with great
consideration, love, and perseverance. After all, on no other point
will they be evaluated by Christ so decisively as on their way of treat
the poor: “as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you
did it to me” (Mt 25:40).
“For it is in giving that we receive, and in dying that we are born to
eternal life.” —Prayer of the Franciscan Movement in France, 1913
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Twenty
Something
Christina Capecchi

lowing a feed that’s bringing
you down or giving up Instagram for a week. For Melina,
such measures are part of a deliberate effort to stay rooted in
her identity as a daughter of
Christ. When she’s bombarded
by Cosmo covers at the grocery-store check-out, she turns
away and recites Song of
Solomon: “You are beautiful,
my love, there is no flaw in
you.”
Sure, she’d like to lose
weight, but when Melina looks
in the mirror, she focuses on
her chocolate brown eyes and
her bright, all-consuming
smile. “There’s a joy in my
smile that reminds me of a
woman in love,” she said. “I
love the way God made me
and the way his joy in me is infectious.”
Christina Capecchi is a
freelance writer from Inver
Grove Heights, Minn., and the
editor of SisterStory.org.

Now
Playing

Hail, Caesar! (Universal)

Set in 1950s Hollywood, this
comedy’s plot about the
kidnapping of a major star (George
Clooney) and a conscientious
studio executive’s (Josh Brolin)
efforts to retrieve him without
creating unwanted headlines is
merely an excuse for writers and
directors Joel and Ethan Coen to
spoof golden-age Tinseltown. Those
lovingly satirized include a
goodhearted screen cowboy (Alden
Ehrenreich), an Esther Williamslike swimmer (Scarlett Johansson),
a handsome hoofer (Channing
Tatum), a pretentious helmer
(Ralph Fiennes) of drawing-room
dramas and a pair of rival gossip
columnists who also happen to be
sisters (both played by Tilda
Swinton). The fact that Brolin’s
character is an absurdly scrupulous
Catholic, and that Clooney’s
leading man is playing a Roman
officer in a biblical epic means,
however, that religion also gets a
ribbing. Adult viewers will need to
discern whether, in their judgment,
faith itself is being ridiculed or
merely its cheapening at the hands
of crude filmmakers and misguided
devotees. Complex treatment of
religious themes, including some
irreverent humor, comic references
to homosexuality, a couple of uses
of profanity and of crass language.
The Catholic News Service
classification is L — limited adult
audience, films whose problematic
content many adults would find
troubling. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is PG13 — parents strongly cautioned.
Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13.

Classifications

The Choice ...................A-III
Pride and Prejudice
and Zombies ...............O
Zoolander 2 .....................O

Classifications used by the USCCB are:
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,
limited adult audiences, films whose
problematic content many adults
would find troubling; O, morally
offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/
movies.htm.

