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Good News

By Cindy Wooden 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Being ministers of God’s
mercy, church members over-
come “prejudice and rigidity,”
taking risks like Jesus did in
order to heal and to save, Pope
Francis said.

In Jesus’ day, lepers were
cast out of the community “to
avoid contamination: the
healthy needed to be pro-
tected,” but Jesus, at his own
risk, “goes up to the leper and
he restores him, he heals him,”
Pope Francis said in a new
book-length interview on
mercy.

“By welcoming a marginal-
ized person whose body is
wounded and by welcoming
the sinner whose soul is
wounded, we put our credibil-
ity as Christians on the line,”
the pope told the Italian jour-
nalist Andrea Tornielli in “The
Name of God Is Mercy.”

The worldwide book release
was Jan. 12.

In the interview, the pope
spoke about experiencing an
overwhelming sense of mercy
during confession when he was
17 years old, provided more
details about stories he has re-
counted in homilies, explained
his comment, “Who am I to
judge” about a homosexual
person seeking God, and dis-
cussed the need he saw to in-

voke a jubilee Year of Mercy.
He also talked about the re-

lationship of mercy and justice
and addressed criticism that his
focus on mercy amounts to wa-
tering down church doctrine
and tolerating sin.

Tornielli asked Pope Francis
why he so frequently and neg-
atively mentions the “scholars
of the law” in his morning
homilies. The pope responded

that in the Gospels “they repre-
sent the principal opposition to
Jesus: they challenge him in
the name of doctrine” and such
an attitude “is repeated
throughout the long history of
the church.”

Using the example of Jesus’
close contact with lepers de-
spite the Old Testament law
that lepers be excluded from
the community, Pope Francis

said it is obvious that the ex-
clusion of lepers was meant to
contain disease, but it led to so-
cial and emotional suffering
and, what is worse, to a sense
that lepers had committed
some sin which caused their
disease. They were excluded
from the community, but also
from a relationship with God.

This is the book jacket of the U.K. and Commonwealth edition of "The Name of God Is
Mercy," featuring an interview Pope Francis did with Italian journalist Andrea Tornielli. The
cover text was handwritten by the pope. (CNS photo/Bluebird) 

Church’s credibility found in showing mercy

BOOK, CONTINUED ON 3
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Happy New Year to all of you. I hope
that you had a blessed Christmas sea-
son with your families. 
As another year begins, I want to

take this opportunity to give an update
on the Diocesan Visioning Process
which began last May. The purpose of
this process is to help set a clearly de-
fined course for ministry in the Diocese
of Rapid City for the next three to five
years. 
As you recall, I attended thirteen lis-

tening sessions across the diocese dur-
ing the summer,
listening to you as you
shared what you believe
we are doing well as a
diocese that helps you
grow in your faith and
relationship with the
Lord, areas of focus you would recom-
mend for the next few years, and things
which you would like to see accom-
plished within the next two years for
more effective ministry and pastoral
care throughout the diocese. The pur-
pose of the listening sessions and re-
ceiving your feedback was to give
voice to the Diocese of Rapid City and
allow your voices to assist in shaping
the future of the church in western
South Dakota. 
At the conclusion of the listening

sessions, I created an Envisioning Team
made up of thirteen leaders from across
the diocese, both clergy and lay, whose
responsibility is to work together to cre-
ate a “Diocesan Priority Plan” that will
lead us into the future with a clearly de-
fined direction. To begin this lengthy,
challenging, but invigorating process
the first meeting was held in late August
2015 and the work continues today.
With the assistance of Catholic Leader-
ship Institute, the team began its work
by considering the data collected from
the listening sessions and looking at
trends and demographics as a way to
scan the environment to help determine
what our priorities might be. 
Over the course of the past four to

five months, this leadership team has
prayerfully discerned a vision and pri-
orities for the diocese for the next two
to three years. We have carefully de-
fined our mission (why we exist as a
diocese) that will serve as the founda-
tion of the five-year vision (where we
are going as a diocese). The Envision-
ing Team has not only identified core
values that will guide how we conduct
ourselves as a diocese, but has carefully
discerned three major priorities that will
guide and direct our ministry over the

course of the next two years.
There is still much work to be com-

pleted before the “Diocesan Priority
Plan” is shared with the whole diocese.
It is a real work in progress as we de-
termine specific goals for each of the
three priorities. It is my earnest hope
that the plan will be completed in the
next two months so that we can share
the great fruits of the work of this team.
When the Priority Plan is completed it
will then be communicated to everyone
through many different means. A com-
munication plan is currently in
progress. 
One would ask why we need to take

on such a process. Isn’t what we are al-
ready doing enough? It is always good
to take time to reflect upon all the good
things we are doing and all the things
we should be doing. The last time a
process similar was undertaken in the
diocese was the Synod of 2002, com-
pleted thirteen years ago. It is always
good for any organization to look at it-
self and what it is doing to determine if
the priorities are in alignment with its
mission; to discern where it wants to be
in five years and how it will get there. 
When we think about a vision for the

diocese, it must be aligned with the

mission of Christ and his church. The
document from the Second Vatican
Council, The Church in the Modern
World states: “The Church seeks but a
solitary goal: to carry forward the work
of Christ under the lead of the be-
friending Spirit. And Christ entered the
world to give witness to the truth, to
rescue and not to sit in judgment, to
serve and not to be served” (Gaudium
et Spes, The Church in the Modern
World, paragraph 3).
This Envisioning Team has spent

much time carefully dis-
cerning and creating a vi-
sion and priorities which
align with the mission of
Christ particular to the Dio-
cese of Rapid City. I am
deeply grateful for their ef-

forts and want to thank each of them for
their diligence and great assistance in
this process. I am very excited about
what has been done so far and look for-

Envisioning Team working to define upcoming priorities 

January 19, Tuesday
10 a.m Consultors, Bishop’s Residence
January 25, Monday
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting, Cathedral 
January 26, Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board Meeting, Rapid City
January 28, Thursday
Day of Mercy in All Parishes 
January 30, Saturday
10:30 a.m Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Chancery 
2 p.m. Pie with the Bishop, winners of Stewardship Survey Drawing, 
Terra Sancta  
January 31 – February 5
National Catholic Schools Week
January 31, Sunday
9 a.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. John, Fort Pierre
10 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass, St. John, Fort Pierre
February 1, Monday
9 a.m. National Catholic Schools Week All School Mass, Cathedral 
11 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, Chancery 
5 p.m. Men In Black Vocations Basketball, St. Thomas More
February 2, Tuesday
8 a.m. Staff Mass/Breakfast, Terra Sancta
9:30 a.m. Diocesan Staff Meeting, Terra Sancta

Bishop’s Calendar 
January 19-February 2, 2016
Subject to change without notice

ward to the completion and implemen-
tation of our priority plan. The hard
work that is being put into this plan will
create a healthy, vibrant, diocese for
years to come with great intent on
building the Kingdom of God. 
It is my hope that more detailed in-

formation about the plan will be pro-
vided in next month’s West River
Catholic. But in the meantime, I would
ask for your prayers for the fruitfulness
of this important work. 
May this New Year 2016 bring you

many graces and blessings! 

‘The hard work that is being 
put into this plan will create a healthy, 

vibrant, diocese for years to come with great
intent on building the Kingdom of God.’
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In honor of the
Jubilee

Year of Mercy 
proclaimed by
Pope Francis 
the Diocese of
Rapid City 

will be holding a 

Divine Mercy/Marian 
Conference

“Do Whatever He Tells You”
—Jn 2:5 

to be held at
Blessed Sacrament Church

Rapid City 
on

Friday and Saturday, 
Apr. 15-16, 2016

featuring 
Fr. Chris Alar, director of the
Association of Marian

Helpers in Stockbridge, MA.
Everyone welcome!

For more information 
please contact 
Frank Birkholt at 

fabhome@gwtc.net or 
Fr. Mark McCormick at 
mmccormick@diorc.org 

The 2nd place winner in the “Design
Bishop Gruss’ Christmas Card Contest
was incorrectly identified in the 
December WRC. The art work actually
belonged to Grace Mutchler from Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel in Keystone, her
parents are David and Peggy Mutchler,
Keystone.

In literally reaching out to lepers, the
pope said, Jesus “shows us a new hori-
zon, the logic of a God who is love, a
God who desires the salvation of all
men.”

Jesus touched and healed the lepers,
he continued. “He didn’t sit down at a
desk and study the situation, he didn’t
consult the experts for pros and cons.
What really mattered to him was reach-
ing stranded people and saving them.”

Pope Francis said a similar attitude
by the church today “provokes angry
mutterings from those who are only
ever used to having things fit into their
preconceived notions and ritual purity.”

“Caring for outcasts and sinners does
not mean letting the wolves attack the
flock” or jumping into the darkness
with sinners, he said; it means being
aware of the reality of sin and sharing
the reality that God always is ready to
forgive the sinner.

When the grace of God begins to
help a person recognize his or her sin
and need for forgiveness, the pope said,
that person “needs to find an open door,
not a closed one. He needs to find ac-
ceptance, not judgment, prejudice or
condemnation. He needs to be helped,
not pushed away or cast out.”

“Jesus sends forth his disciples not
as holders of power or masters of a
law,” the pope said. “The Christian
message is transmitted by embracing
those in difficulty, by embracing the

outcast, the marginalized and the sin-
ner.”

Obviously, he said, the church can-
not and does not pretend sin is unim-
portant.

But “God forgives everyone, he of-
fers new possibilities to everyone, he
showers his mercy on everyone who
asks for it,” Pope Francis said. “We are
the ones who do not know how to for-
give.”

The pope told Tornielli he is con-
vinced that God’s mercy is Jesus’ most
important message and that it is a mes-
sage people today urgently need to hear.

“Humanity is wounded, deeply
wounded,” he said. “Either it does not
know how to cure its wounds or it be-
lieves that it’s not possible to cure
them.”

To preach the Gospel, the church
must counter an attitude that says there

are sins that cannot be healed or for-
given, the pope said. 

“The church does not exist to con-
demn people but to bring about an en-
counter with the visceral love of God’s
mercy,” he said.

Priests, especially in the confes-
sional, must do all they can to commu-
nicate God’s love and mercy. If they
cannot offer absolution to someone, the
pope said, they should at least offer a
blessing. The fact that the person en-
tered the confessional is a clear sign of
God’s grace already at work.

“As a confessor, even when I have
found myself before a locked door,” he
said, “I have always tried to find a
crack, just a tiny opening, so that I can
pry open that door and grant forgive-
ness and mercy.”

As for his “Who am I to judge” re-
mark to reporters in July 2013 when
asked about the church’s attitude to-
ward homosexual persons, Pope Fran-
cis said, “I was paraphrasing by heart
the Catechism of the Catholic Church
where it says that these people should
be treated with delicacy and not be mar-
ginalized.”

Speaking to Tornielli, Pope Francis
made no comment on homosexuality as
such, other than to insist that “people
should not be defined only by their sex-
ual tendencies.”

“I prefer that homosexuals come to
confession, that they stay close to the
Lord, and that we all pray together,” he
said. “You can advise them to pray,
show goodwill, show them the way and
accompany them along it.”

BOOK, CONTINUED FROM 1______
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By Tim Henderson
Executive Director of the 

Western South Dakota Catholic
Foundation

The Board of Directors of the West-
ern South Dakota Catholic Foundation
held their annual meeting on Decem-
ber 10, 2015, at the Cathedral of our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Bonnie Hilt, WSDCF Secretary and
Chair of the Distribution Committee,
led a detailed discussion of the follow-
ing grant requests which were ulti-
mately approved by the Board.  The
foundation is pleased to award a com-
bined total of $1,051,113 to the Dio-
cese of Rapid City, Catholic Social
Services, Hope for New Life Jail Min-
istries, and the Rapid City Catholic
School System, all of Rapid City; Red
Cloud Indian School, Pine Ridge;
Holy Cross Church, Timber Lake; St.
Francis Mission, St. Francis; Black
Hills State University Newman Cen-
ter, Spearfish; and Our Lady of the

Black Hills Church, Piedmont.  
Donor Directed Distributions to-

taled an additional $565,613 and were
made to Rapid
City Catholic
Schools,
Priests Retire-
ment and Aid
Association,
Catholic Social
Services,
Diocesan Of-
fice of Voca-
tions, and the
Cathedral of
OLPH all of
Rapid City;
Cheyenne River Ministries, Eagle
Butte; Casa Maria Priests Retirement
Home, Piedmont; Sioux Spiritual 
Center, Howes; St. Anthony Church,
Buffalo; Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, Winner; and Presho 
Cemetery, Presho.
A new slate of officers was pro-

Western S.D.Catholic Foundation has new officers
posed and approved to serve during
calendar year 2016. The new officers
are: President, Msgr. Michael Woster,
Spearfish; Vice-President, Tony
Berendse, Rapid City; Treasurer, 
Harvey Krautschun, Spearfish; and
Secretary, Bonnie Hilt, Rapid City.
This new slate of officers means the

end of an era for outgoing WSDCF
President, Dwight Sobczak, who has
been serving as president since 2001.
The WSDCF endowment has pros-
pered and shown steady growth under
his leadership, growing from a total
endowment of $3,839,584 to its cur-

Catholic Heritage Society 2016 Mass Schedule
Monthly Masses are offered each year across western South Dakota, 
for all living and deceased members of the Catholic Heritage Society. 
Please consider becoming a member by making a deferred gift to the
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation. For more information 
contact Tim Henderson at WSDCF, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709,
605-343-3541 or thenderson@diorc.org. 
Feb. 13 — St. John the Evangelist, Ft. Pierre, 5:30 p.m., Fr. Ron Garry
Mar. 6 — St. Mary, Lemmon, 9 a.m., Fr. Tony Grossenburg
Apr. 9  — Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont, 5 p.m., Fr. Steve Biegler
May 18 — Cathedral OLPH, Rapid City, 7 a.m., Fr. Michel Mulloy
Jun. 5 — St. Patrick, Wall, 8 a.m., Fr. Tim Hoag
Jul. 3 — St. Ambrose, Deadwood, 10 a.m., Fr. Leo Hausmann
Aug. 7 — St. Anthony of Padua, Hot Springs, 10:30 a.m., Fr. Kerry Prendiville
Sep. 10 — St. Martin of Tours, Murdo, 6 p.m., Fr. Gary Oreshoski
Oct. 8 — Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Martin, 6 p.m., Fr. Tyler Dennis
Nov. 13 — St. Francis of Assisi, Sturgis, 9 a.m., Fr. Timothy Castor
Dec. 11 — Holy Rosary, Trail City, 8 a.m., Fr. Bryan Sorensen

rent total of
$18,167,251. 
Incoming

President,
Msgr. Michael
Woster, for-
mally congrat-
ulated and
thanked
Sobczak for
his “amazing”
term of serv-
ice. Sobczak will
remain involved
as a member of the board. 

Msgr. Michael Woster

Dwight Sobczak

Deacon Pedro Guevara-Mann, producer and host of a six-part series called
“Creation,” speaks with Elizabeth, Adrian and Niall Stocking at their farm in
Zephyr, Ontario. Their story is featured in the Salt and Light Media produc-
tion. “Creation” highlights stories from all over North America focused on

Catholic environmental principles,
drawing attention to such issues as
waste management, species conser-
vation, urban and local farming, 
contamination and wastewater treat-
ment. The series is online or on
DVDs. (CNS Photo/Courtesy Salt and
Light Catholic Media Foundation)

“Creation” Series from Salt and Light
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“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy.” Pope Francis says that these words
sum up the mystery of the Christian faith. The season of Lent draws us all into the
mercy of God and encourages us to be the face of Christ through the mercy shown
to others. Ash Wednesday sets us off on this journey of mercy, reminding us of our
call to repentance and conversion, but also of God’s fidelity. Embarking upon this
journey leads us to greater holiness and compassion for the least among us. Your
Lenten sacrifice extends Christ’s compassionate love and mercy to those in need
across western South Dakota. Please give generously to Catholic Social Services
so that others may experience the “face of the Father’s mercy.”

bishop robert Gruss
diocese of rapid City

By supporting Catholic Social Services, you are our true partners, standing next
to our counselors and other staff as we deliver services to thousands of indi-
viduals, families and communities in western South Dakota. 
susan Meyer, President
board of directors
Catholic social services

Pope Francis sent an address to Catholic Social Services Directors in the United
States. In it he said, “you are the salt, leaven and light that provides a beacon
of hope to those in need. you as Catholic Charities usA help to change the
course of your communities, states, country and the world by your witness
to change that encounter with the Lord Jesus, who gives us abundant life
and joy.” Your generous response to this collection helps us do this right here in
the Diocese of Rapid City. God bless you for once again hearing the cry of the
poor in our midst.

James T. Kinyon
executive director 
Catholic social services

Your Lenten sacrifice touches those most in need, extending 
Christ’s compassion throughout all of western South Dakota. 

43 years of dedicated service to families in western South Dakota.

Ash WednesdAy, FebruAry 10, 2016
We are called to serve.

In modern life, with its conflicting shouts and cries and storms
and thunders, Christ is a clear, quiet presence … an ear that hears,

a hand that helps. When you support Catholic Social Services
and its mission, you help become the ears and hands of Christ. 

You extend your faith and your life to others in need.
You are answering the Call to Serve. 

The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
(Dec 12, 2015), patroness of the 
Americas, was celebrated with a
Mass and dinner at Blessed Sacra-
ment Church, Rapid City. Bishop
Robert Gruss was the was the 
principal celebrant at the bilingual
Mass. Fathers Janusz Korban, Brian
Lane, Grant Gerlach, and Ed Witt,
SJ, concelebrated. The celebration
recalls the miraculous apparitions
of the brown-skinned Virgin Mary to
St. Juan Diego at Tepeyac, Mexico,
in December 1531. She appeared to
Juan Diego three times, and the
last time — December 12 — filled
his tilma (cloak) with roses. When
he emptied his cloak of the roses,
he found that it bore her image. In
the decades after Our Lady of
Guadalupe’s appearance, millions
of indigenous people converted to
the faith. (Top to bottom) Barbara
Linares leads the congregation in
the Psalm     Sabastian Escalante
looks over his father Roy’s shoulder 
during the Mass. Children dressed
as peasants and St. Juan Diego
bring roses to place at the foot of 
a painting of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.     Cathy Durkin pre-
pares sandwiches for the reception
which was sponsored by the Social
Justice Commission. (WRC photos
by Becky Berreth)

Feast of  Our Lady of  Guadalupe

l

l
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Real Presence Radio Job Open
Real Presence Radio is seeking applicants for the Following Position:
Rapid City Area Listener Relations Representative:  Assist the Listener 
Relation Coordinator with spreading the word about Real Presence Radio. 
40 hours per month and requires work 3-5 hours one weekend per month on average.
Promote RPR in the local listening area
l Manage local parish reps
l Schedule and give talks at parishes
l Gather gift certificates for Live Drives
l Attend events and manage an RPR booth
l Help gather table hosts, volunteers, etc for banquets and live drives
l Other duties as assigned
Position open until filled

Send Applications to:
Real Presence Radio

PO Box 13703
Grand Forks, ND 58208

In Your Prayers
Birthdays: February 14, Fr. Wayne Herpin, SJ; February 17, Fr. Gerald Scherer. 
Necrology: February 4, 1978, Leo Feuerbach; February 6, 1978, Charles Quinn; February 7, 1989,
Patrick O’Dowd; February 10, 1893, Richard Maher, CSC; February 11, 1972, Philip Clark; February 11,
1978, Aloysius Grady; February 13, 1905, John Toohey, CSC; February 13, 1994, Leo O’Doherty; Febru-
ary 14, 1903, Aloysius Bosch, SJ; February 16, 1933, Henry Kelly; February 16, 1980, William Diskin;
February 19, 1890, Charles Metzger, OP; February 19,  1983, William
Boat; February 21, 1880, Bernard Mackin; February 27, 1929, John Lynch. 

Jubilee Year of Mercy
Bishop Robert Gruss has opened the Holy Doors at the 
St. Charles Church, St. Francis, and the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Walking through the
Holy Doors represents leaving behind past sins and enter-
ing into a new way of living inspired by God's mercy and
Christ's love. 1. St. Charles’ Holy Doors. 2. The weather
was cold during the procession into St. Charles. 
3. Deacon Ben Black Bear leads the St. Charles proces-
sion with a drum. 4. Cathedral parishioners wait to pass
through the Holy Doors. 5. The Cathedral Holy Doors be-
fore Mass. 6. Cathedral parishioners walking up the main
isle.People at both parishes processed in through the
Holy Doors before filling the pews. 

St. Charles 
photos by
Caroline 
DeCory

Cathedral photos by Laurie Hallstrom

1

2 3

4

5
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December 13, 2015

December 20, 2015
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January 22, Friday
sRoe v. Wade Memorial Observance:

Begins at 7 p.m., St. Therese the Little
Flower, Rapid City. Theme: “Mercy, For-
giveness, Healing.” Sponsored by Rapid
City Right to Life. 

January 23, Saturday
sNPM Winter Meeting: Held at St.

Patrick Church, Lead. Begins with regis-
tration at 9:30 a.m. Topics include small
group discussion on lessons learned from
Lee Gwozdz, Mass settings, and
rounds/canons. )Kathy Little 605-484-
7818 or 8lovingtrust@live.com. 

January 25, Monday
s“Heal Your Grief” Bereavement Sup-

port Group: Eight-week, non-denomina-
tional support group for Christian adults
grieving the loss of a loved one. Begins at
7 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City. )Janece Rieman 605-343-5547 or
Amy 605-716-5214 x236.

February 4, Thursday
sThe Flame:Adoration, praise and wor-

ship, and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at
7 p.m., Terra Sancta. Podcasts from past
events can be found at 8www.The
FlameRC.com.

February 5, Friday 
sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Fr. Michel Mulloy. Lunch $6.
Everyone welcome.

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, February 6, be-
gins with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by
8 a.m. Mass and exposition. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-
6202.

February 17, Wednesday
sWomen’s Way of the Cross: Uses re-

flections by Sr. Marie Schwan, CSJ. Held
at 3:15 p.m. every Wednesday during Lent
in the Cenacle (small chapel). )605-716-
0925.

sTaizé: Experience the sacred through
song, silence and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta

February 19, Friday
sHeart to Heart Retreat Weekends for

the Engaged: For engaged couples to
deepen their relationship with each other
and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Attendance is
required for couples doing marriage prep in
the diocese. Ends February 21. Register on-
line at terrasancta.org. )Amy 605-716-
5214 x236 or 8AJulian@diorc.org.

February 20, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar

for engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
To be held at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish
from 9 a.m.-noon. Preregistration required.
Next seminar, March 19 at Sacred Heart,
Philip. )Amy at Family Life Ministries,
605-716-5214 x236.

sPrayerful Painting Lent: You need
not be an artist for God to speak to you cre-
atively. Using a Lectio format, this retreat
day, using a Lenten theme, will help you
prayerfully express yourself. Held from
9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at St. Martin Monastery.
$20 includes lunch. )Sr. Therese Marie
605-343-8011.

March 7, Monday
sDiocesan Choir Rehearsals: Open to

all musicians who want to participate in the
diocesan choir for the Chrism Mass. Re-
hearsals at OLPH from 6-7:30 p.m. Group
also practices March 10, 6-7:30 p.m. and
March 13, 7-8 p.m. )Amber LeFaive 605-
342-0507 or 8amber@catheralolph.org.

March 14-15, 
Monday-Tuesday

sPastoral Ministry Days: This year’s
theme is “Ablaze” and will focus on Lively
Faith: Creating Communities of Prayer,
Study, and Formation. Keynote speaker is
Msgr. Thomas Richter, Diocese of Bis-
marck. Early bird registration $60 before
February 15; $75 until March 14.  Held at
Terra Sancta Retreat Center. Register on-
line www.PMD2016.com. 8Susan Thomp-
son, SThompson@diorc.org or Susan
Safford 8SSafford@diorc.org.

March 14, Monday
sChrism Mass: The annual blessing of

the holy oils for sacramental use in the
coming year. Held at Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, at 7 p.m. Recep-
tion after Mass sponsored by the WSDCF. 

April 15, Friday
sDivine Mercy/Marian Conference:

Held at Blessed Sacrament Church and fea-

tures Fr. Chris Alar, director of the Associ-
ation of Marian Helpers, Stockbridge, MA.
Theme is “Do Whatever He Tells You.” All
are welcome. 8Frank Birkholt, fab
home@gwtc.net or 8Fr. Mark McCormick
MMccormick@diorc.org.

April 22, Friday
sRachel’s Vineyard: For those hurting

due to an abortion. Held in Rapid City.
Ends April 24. )Carol Kling 605-374-5639
or 8ckling@sdplains.com about the retreat
or 8www.rachelsvineyard.org for informa-
tion about Rachel’s Vineyard. 

Standing Events
sShattered Hearts … A Grandparents

Grief: For grandparents grieving the death
of a grandchild. Meets the fourth Saturday
from 9-10 a.m. at the Rapid City Public Li-
brary, Room B (upstairs). )Lynn 605-341-
7663 or March Anne 605-342-9220.

sCentering Prayer: Held Wednesdays
at 5 p.m. at Terra Sancta. Led by Sandi
Ohlen. Meets in the Solarium at Terra
Sancta.

sCor Jesu – Rapid City Catholic
Young Adults:Meets in the large meeting
room, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help for catechism Monday nights 7-8:30
p.m. Open to young adults age 18-35.
)Nathan Valle 850-361-6825 or Randy
Vette 605-641-3303.

sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Di-
vine Mercy: First Saturday, 9 a.m., Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. )Pam
Ekberg 605-719-9669.

sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30
p.m., St. Martin Monastery. )Sister
Marmion Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays, 3
p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual

Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. )Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.

sHope for New Life Jail Ministry:
Third Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social
Services. )Tony Galles 605-348-2301 or
Mary Sperlich 605-342-9343.

sVocation Discernment Retreats:
)Sister Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-343-
8011.

sSpiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB, Sr.
Florence McManamen, OSB, or Sr.  Edna
Marie Stephenson, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sDivine Mercy Image:Would you like
to host a traveling Divine Mercy Image in
your home for up to 27 days to pray the Di-
vine Chaplet/Novena? A rosary and infor-
mation about the image are included.
)Georgine 605-441-8140

sTutor Volunteers Needed: Overcom-
ing the language barrier ministry at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is looking
for volunteers interested in helping adults
with English reading, writing, and speak-
ing skills. Participants will be introduced to
the Lauback Way to Reading with an em-
phasis on English language learners.
)Christine Leichtnam 605-342-8598,
8cleicht@rap.midco.net or Maria Munoz
605-791-3430.

sSpanish Bible Study: Reflect on the
Sunday readings, 3:45-4:45 p.m. Wednes-
days at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City, room 107. Everyone is welcome. Re-
fleccionando en las lecturas del Domingo.
Miercoles de 3:45-4:45 p.m. Todos estan
Bienvenidos. Salon 107. )Maria Munoz
605-791-3430.

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and 
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To 
report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance
coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she
can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and 
messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are
advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. 
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving

children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving
the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the

diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

January 29, Friday
sWRC deadline for submissions.

Paper mailed Tuesday, February 16. 
)605-343-3541 or

8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org

The Terra Sancta Events 
Schedule can be found on page 21
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This past June at the Stewardship 
Summit, Bishop Robert Gruss 
commissioned our first set of lay witness
speakers. They were sent out this fall to
the parishes to give their testimony on
how they have experienced hospitality and
how they extended hospitality to others.
Our lay witness speakers are scheduled to
speak or have spoken in 39 parishes. They
were well received by parishioners and
pastors alike. Here are some of the 
comments we have received in regards to
our lay witness ministry program which is
part of our Stewardship Initiative. 

“The witness talk about stewardship
was excellent! She gave a very personal
and wonderful witness at all the weekend
Masses, both on Saturday and Sunday.”

“He is a good speaker, people 
enjoyed his message.”

“They did a clear, humorous and
pointed message about the importance of
continuing to invite. I had several say they
enjoyed it.”

“Great talks! Lots of good feedback!
Thank you for getting them to give 

witness talks!”
“They did an awesome job. They spoke

of prayer and the need to visit with Jesus,
as well as the importance of visiting with
each other as we build stronger and more
welcoming communities.” 

“He did an excellent job and his talk
was well received. Thank you for coor-
dinating the details.”

“I had a great deal of positive feed-
back. It seems the more a person does this
adventure, the easier it seems to become.”

“This has truly been a humble and
rewarding time in my life.”

“I really enjoyed our time with their
church families.”
Our plan is that every parish will 

experience a lay witness speaker at least
three times a year. This year we will 
continue to focus the witness talks on 
generous hospitality. By the end of next
year, we plan to move into lively faith —
prayer, study and formation.   
If you are interested in learning more

about the lay witness ministry program in
our diocese, are interested in becoming a

lay witness speaker, or know someone
you feel would be a good witness to 
others, please contact the Office of 
Stewardship at 605-716-5214, extension
233, or Fr. Mark McCormick at 
mmccormick@diorc.org. 

Those who have been part of this new
and exciting ministry come from parishes
across the diocese:
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City:

Julie Bernard
Dave Elkjer
Tom Hilt
Denise Maher

Cathedral, Rapid City:
Paula Clark
Maureen Yantes

St. Rose of Lima, Hill City:
Clare Ten Eyck

St. Anthony, Hot Springs:
Joyce Bussmus

St. Joseph, Spearfish:
Carol Athow
Mary Anne Herrboldt
Jan Carlson

St. Paul, Belle Fourche:
Carrie Donovan

Sacred Heart, Philip:
Marianne Frein

St. Mary, Milesville:
Nina Pekron

Our Lady of Victory, Kadoka:
Janet VanderMay

St. Joseph, Gregory:
Roxie Chocholousek
Andy and Patty Clark

Sacred Heart, Burke:
Mary Horn

St. Anthony, Fairfax:
Tony Koenig

St. John, Ft. Pierre:
Wade Pogany

Our Lady of the Rosary, Trail City:
Bill and Lynn Hahne

St. Joseph, Faith:
Josh Lee
Brad and Mandy Lemmel

St. Mary, Isabel:
LuAnn Lindskov

Holy Cross, Timber Lake:
Ray and Jean Tehle

One last note: Our priests are going to
jump into the mix as well by swapping
parishes from time to time to speak about
“A Catholic Way of Life” through the
three lenses of stewardship — hospitality,
faith and discipleship. Look for one of
them at your parish during the coming
months.

Lay witness speakers begin sharing their faith with others

Lay witnesses were commissioned last June at the first
Summit held in the Diocese of Rapid City. (Back row)
Andy Clark, Scott Smallwood, Dave Elkjer, Tony Koenig,
Wade Pogany, Tom Hilt, Don Stukel, and Luann Lindskov. 
(Middle row) Clare Ten Eyck, Maureen Yantes, Nina

Pekron, Marianne Frein, Carrie Donovan, Cathy Smith and
Fr. Mark McCormick. (Front row) Bishop Robert Gruss,
Joyce Bussmus, Denise Maher, Lynn Hahne, Janet 
VanderMay, the late Val Munsell and Carol Athow. 
(Photo by Michael McNeely)
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To redeploy a phrase from President
Ford, our “long national nightmare” –
in this case, the semi-permanent presi-
dential campaign — will be over in
eleven months, or at least suspended for
a year or so. It’s not been an altogether
edifying show to date; one may hope
that, as the fields get winnowed down,
a measure of the serious debate that be-
fits a great republic might emerge. With
a view to encourag-
ing that, here are two
suggestions for what
Catholics in Amer-
ica might ponder be-
fore November 8.
(1) The most im-

portant numbers to
keep in mind be-
tween now and Election Day are “78,”
“80,” and “83.” Supreme Court Justice
Stephen Breyer will be 78 by Novem-
ber 8; Justices Antonin Scalia and An-
thony Kennedy will be 80 by then, and
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg will be 83.
If the actuarial tables mean anything,
those numbers suggest that the next
President of the United States is likely

to get two, perhaps three, and just pos-
sibly four nominations to the Court. 
This demographic reality creates an

opportunity, unprecedented since the
disaster of Roe v. Wade, to make sig-
nificant advances in rebuilding the
structure of legal protection for human
life from conception until natural death
in the United States. It also creates the
possibility of reversing more than a

half-century’s ju-
risprudential mal-
practice in the
matter of church-
and-state and
reaffirming the
truth about the
First Amend-
ment, which is

that “no establishment” serves the goal
of “free exercise.” And it just might
mean getting the question of what
“marriage” is, and who may “marry”
whom, reconsidered as a matter of con-
stitutional law, not public policy pref-
erence.  
It will thus make a vast difference

who makes these nominations, and how

the Senate that will advise and consent
on them is configured. For if real
progress on reaffirming the right to life,
securing religious freedom, and de-
fending marriage rightly understood is
possible under one scenario, it just as
possible that the alternative scenario
will produce a Court that deals poten-
tially fatal hammer-blows to these
causes for the foreseeable future. 
(2) When the new president gets his

or her first intelligence briefing in the
Oval Office on January 21, 2017, he or
she may wonder what demon possessed
him or her to want the job. For the
world is almost certainly going to be
more dangerous that day than at any
point since the height of the Cold War,
and perhaps as long ago as 1947. The
dismantling of the international security
architecture that has guided the North
Atlantic democracies since 1949 has
proceeded apace for the past seven
years; those responsible for that dis-
mantling stubbornly refuse to consider
the evidence before their eyes and hold
steady to a lemming-like march toward
disaster; the new president will thus
face a challenge unlike any since Harry
Truman confronted the consequences
of the collapse of British power after
World War II.
There are lots of reasons to think

America should be ashamed of itself if

it considers what taking a holiday from
history has done to the world since
2009. The government has failed to
take the measure of a newly aggressive
Russia that operates by stealth aggres-
sion and lies before it gets down to the
real aggression; meanwhile, the United
States sends military junk to a Ukraine
that is begging for help in building
democracy and prosperity. The Middle
East is a boiling cauldron of violence,
murder, and ideological madness, in no
small part because the United States de-
cided that it had had enough of main-
taining order there. Meanwhile, the
State Department has gutted the notion
of “religious freedom” in U.S. interna-
tional human rights policy, preferring to
emphasize the export of American
lifestyle libertinism while threatening
to withhold foreign aid if poor countries
decide that they’d just as soon not imi-
tate western decadence  — which
seems to them (and not without reason)
to have caused an awful lot of unhappi-
ness.
The campaign consultants will tell

candidates that, when it comes to what
we might call presidential, it is, was,
and always will be about the economy.
Serious Catholics will know better. It’s
about our national character. It’s about
building on, not wasting, the victory of
freedom in the Cold War. It’s about re-
sponsibility. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C. George Weigel’s
column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official newspa-
per of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Phone: 303-715-3123.

Looking toward November 8, it’s about responsibility
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Prayer Intentions of 
the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our
Lady appears to the Medjugorje 
visionary Marija to give us her

message to the world.
“Dear children! Also today I am
carrying my Son Jesus to you
and from this embrace I am 

giving you His peace and a long-
ing for Heaven. I am praying with
you for peace and am calling
you to be peace. I am blessing
all of you with my motherly 

blessing of peace. Thank you for
having responded to my call.

12/25/15

The Belgian spiritual writer, Bieke
Vandekerckhove, comes by her wis-
dom honestly. She didn’t learn what
she shares from a book or even prima-
rily from the good example of others.
She learned what she shares through
the crucible of a unique suffering,
being hit at the tender age of nineteen
with a terminal disease that prom-
ised not just an early death but
also a complete breakdown and
humiliation of her body enroute to
that death. 

Her attempt to cope with her
situation drove her in many direc-
tions, initially to anger and hope-
lessness but eventually to
monasteries, to the wisdom of
monasticism, and, under its direc-
tion, into the deep well of silence,
that desert that lurks so threaten-
ingly inside each of us. Away
from all the noises of the world, in the
silence of her own soul, inside the
chaos of her raging, restless insides
she found the wisdom and strength
not just to cope with her illness but to
also find a deeper meaning and joy in
her life. 

There are, as John Updike poeti-
cally puts it, secrets that are hidden
from health, though, as Vandekerck-
hove makes evident, they can be un-
covered in silence. However
uncovering the secrets that silence has
to teach us is not easy. Silence, until
properly befriended, is scary and the
process of befriending it is the soul’s
equivalent of crossing a hot desert.
Our insides don’t easily become calm,
restlessness doesn’t easily turn into
solitude, and the temptation to turn to
the outside world for consolation
doesn’t easily give way to the idea of
quiet. But there’s a peace and a mean-
ing that can only be found inside the
desert of our own chaotic and raging
insides. The deep wells of consolation
lie at the end of an inner journey
through heat, thirst, and dead-ends
that must be pushed through with

dogged fidelity. And, as for any epic
journey, the task is not for the faint of
heart. 

Here’s how Vandekerckhove de-
scribes one aspect of the journey:
“Inner noise can be quite exhausting.
That’s probably why so many flee to
the seduction of exterior background

noises. They prefer to have the noise
just wash over them. But if you want
to grow spiritually, you have to stay
inside of the room of your spiritual
raging and persevere. You have to
continue to sit silently and honestly in
God’s presence until the raging quiets
down and your heart gradually be-
comes cleansed and quieted. Silence
forces us to take stock of our actual
manner of being human. And then we
hit a wall, a dead point. No matter
what we do, no matter what we try,
something in us continues to feel lost
and estranged, despite the myriad
ways of society to meet our human
needs. Silence confronts us with an
unbearable bottomlessness, and there
appears no way out. We have no
choice but to align ourselves with the
religious depth in us.”

There’s a profound truth: Silence
confronts us with an unbearable bot-
tomlessness and we have no choice
but to align ourselves with the reli-
gious depth inside us. Sadly, for most
of us, we will learn this only by bitter
conscription when we have to actually
face our own death. In the abandon-

ment of dying, stripped of all options
and outlets we will, despite struggle
and bitterness, have to, in the words of
Karl Rahner, allow ourselves to sink
into the incomprehensibility of God.
Moreover, before this surrender is
made, our lives will always remain
somewhat unstable and confusing and

there will always be dark, inner
corners of the soul that scare us. 

But a journey into silence can
take us beyond our dark fears and
shine healing light into our darkest
corners. But, as Vandekerckhove
and other spiritual writers point
out, that peace is usually found
only after we have reached an im-
passe, a “dead point” where the
only thing we can do is “to pierce
the negative.”  

In her book, “The Taste of Si-
lence,” Vandekerckhove recounts

how an idealistic friend of hers shared
his dream of going off by himself into
some desert to explore spirituality.
Her prompt reaction was not much to
his liking: “A person is ready to go to
any kind of desert. He’s willing to sit
anywhere, as long as it’s not his own
desert.” How true. We forever hanker
after idealized deserts and avoid our
own. 

The spiritual journey, the pilgrim-

age, the Camino, we most need to
make doesn’t require an airline ticket,
though an experienced guide is rec-
ommended. The most spiritually re-
warding trip we can make is an inner
pilgrimage, into the desert of our own
silence.

As human beings we are constitu-
tively social. This means, as the Bible
so bluntly puts it, that it is not good
for the human person to be alone. We
are meant to be in community with
others. Heaven will be a communal
experience; but, on the road there,
there’s a certain deep inner work that
can only be done alone, in silence,
away from the noise of the world.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, the-
ologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio,
TX. He can be contacted through his
website www.ronrolheiser.com. Now
on Facebook www.facebook.com/ron
rolheiser

There are secrets that can only be uncovered in silence

‘...there’s a peace and a meaning that
can only be found inside the desert of
our own chaotic and raging insides.’

February
Universal: Care for Creation
That we may take good care of 
creation — a gift freely given — 
cultivating and protecting it for 
future generations.
Evangelization: Asia
That opportunities may increase for
dialogue and encounter between
the Christian faith and the peoples
of Asia.
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Diocese of Rapid City Annual Diocesan Appeal 2016

NAME

SPOUSE

PHONE #

STREET

CITY

STATE

PARISH

Total Pledge

Enclosed

Pledge Balance*

$

$

$

*Reminder statements are mailed quarterly.
For a complete listing of diocesan ministries, see the appeal brochure.

PLEASE, NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL.
Make check payable to:

Diocese of Rapid City Annual Appeal
Mail to: P.O. Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709-0678

If interested in an automatic bank payment or credit card payment, 
please contact your parish office for a pledge envelope or call Doris Bride, 605-343-3541. 

PLEASE PRINT:

ZIP

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL SUPPORT 
OF OUR DIOCESAN MINISTRIES

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Annual Diocesan Appeal for 2016 is well underway and

the spirit of Christ continues to shine through all the ministries of
diocese. As you know, the theme for our 2016 diocesan 
appeal is “... above all let your love for one another be intense
…” When our love becomes real and we are able to reach out to
one another as Christ has to us, God’s kingdom becomes more
fully alive. 

Many of you have graciously responded by supporting this
year’s annual appeal. I want to thank you for your kindness and
generosity. I am deeply grateful for how you have expressed your
love for God and your neighbor. 

If you have not yet made your pledge, I invite you to join in the 
mission of the diocese by first taking the time to reflect upon the
many blessings which the Lord has given you and your family. 
Then ask the Holy Spirit what the Lord is asking of you in light of 
supporting our Annual Diocesan Appeal. Your generous support
helps fund the many ministries provided by the Diocese of Rapid
City in service to the people of God in western South Dakota.

The Lord has blessed us all in so many ways. In this Jubilee
Year of Mercy, may you and your family experience the abundant
love and mercy that God desires to pour out upon us. With 
assurance of my prayers for you and your family, I remain,

Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ,

Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss
Bishop of Rapid City
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December 7, 2015, at the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C., Gia
Julian, from St. Joseph Parish,
Spearfish, was invested in the habit of
the Servants of the Lord and the Virgin
of Matara. She received the name Sister
Maria, Madonna dei Poveri or Mary,
Mother of the Poor. 

Her first encounter with a sister from
the Servidoras (Servants) order hap-
pened when she was in 6th grade at a
diocesan Totus Tuus summer camp.
“After that I always remembered the
‘blue nuns’ but I didn’t know much
about them or any other order until I
started attending the winter vocation
weekend retreats at Terra Sancta when

I was in high school,” she said.
Their charism, “to prolong the Incar-

nation of Christ through the evange-
lization of the culture,” didn’t quite
make sense to me at first, but I knew
God was calling me to be a missionary.
I thought the idea of preserving and up-
lifting the culture was a beautiful way
to do that. Once I understood the first
part, bringing Christ to all, I couldn’t
think of a more fitting charism.”

Her family has been supportive. “I
know it’s very hard for them to not be
able to see me as much and sometimes
they feel they can’t do much for me, but
their love and prayers do more than any
gifts. My mom, Amy Julian, is my
biggest fan; her first concern was that I

not feel ‘pushed’ into this vocation by
her love for the religious life,” said Sr.
Poveri.

She is currently a novice which is a
time to grow in her calling and the spirit
of her particular institute. Her studies
and apostolic work are mainly intro-
ductory. 

“My apostolate was an oratory for
girls, kindergarten to eighth grade for
two hours every Saturday. The oratory
is a place for children to pray and to
play, growing in their love for God,”
she said.

She advises others thinking of a reli-
gious vocation, “First, get a spiritual di-
rector because it’s very important.
Second, frequent the sacraments and
grow in your prayer life. Third, trust in
God, trust that his will be done. Trust
Him to give you what you need when
you need it, and listen to what he tells
you. Be generous to what He asks of
you,” she said.

BUILDING
Our Mission to the Missions

he Black and Indian Mission Collection exists to help diocesan 
communities to build the church and preach the Gospel of Jesus
among the African American, Native American, and 
Alaska Native people of God. T

Every year, it is the amazing generosity of Catholic faithful just like 
you who enable the Black and Indian Mission Office to support the 
following important priorities:

Enlivening Parish Life and Catechesis    Empowering Envangelizers
Helping Educators Reach Kids    Encouraging Vocations

l

l

Photos courtesy Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes

Year of Consecrated Life: Sister Maria, Madonna dei Poveri

Dec. 7, at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
Washington, D.C., Gia Julian received
her habit and the name Sr. Maria,
Madonna dei Poveri. Her parents are 
Joe and Amy Julian of Beulah, Wyo. 
(Courtesy photo)
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CSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS: President, Susan Meyer; Vice President, Susan Raposa; 

Secretary, Lisa Kendrick Wesolick; Treasurer, Cassie Ward; Executive Director, Jim Kinyon 
DIRECTORS: Bishop Robert Gruss, Cassie Ward, Susan Meyer, Jon Kellar, Rick Soulek, 

Lisa Kendrick Wesolick, David DiMaria, Susan Raposa , Dr. Steven Massopust, Brenda Wills, 
Deacon Marlon Leneaugh, Sherri Raforth, and Matt Stone

Serving people of all faiths in western South Dakota

Major Sponsorship Levels
$2,000

Saint’s Circle
$1,500

Sacred Circle
$1,000

Holy Circle
$500

Bishop’s Circle
Yes, I would like to help CSS fulfill its mission by sponsoring the annual Palm Sunday Brunch.

I have enclosed a check in the amount of: $ Please bill me: $

Amount to be charged: $ Signature:

Print name exactly as it appears on this card

Billing address City State Zip Phone (incl. area code)

Card expiration date

529 Kansas City Street l Rapid City, SD 57701 l (605) 348-6086 l toll free (800) 727-2401
fax (605) 348-1050 l css@cssrapidcity.com l www.CatholicSocialServicesRapidCity.com (PayPal)

As a major sponsor, you will be recognized in the Palm Sunday 
event program, at the brunch, and in the CSS quarterly newsletter.

I cannot be a major sponsor at this time, but I have enclosed a check for $ to help
Catholic Social Services provide critical services.

Name: Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: E-mail:

Please join us in our
mission of service
by sponsoring

the Palm Sunday
Brunch on 

March 20, 2016,
beginning at 
12 Noon at the

Ramkota 
Convention Center

in Rapid City.
Your sponsorship helps defray
brunch expenses, allowing
Catholic Social Services 

to direct all proceeds raised 
during the event to those in 

need of CSS services

Dr. Jonathan J. Reyes
Executive Director of
the Department of 
Justice, Peace and
Human Development 
of the US Conference 
of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB)

o o

o

I will pay by credit card:___MC___VISA  Acct #: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   

Number of complimentary tickets to the brunch: Adults: Children under 10:
I have paid via PayPal online at www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com — Palm Sunday Brunch

o

Keynote Speaker As a Major Sponsor ...
You are cordially invited to attend a reception 

Saturday evening, 
March 19, 2016

You will have the opportunity to meet 
Bishop  Robert D. Gruss, 

and Dr. Jonathan J. Reyes, 
our keynote speaker for the 

Palm Sunday Brunch

Sponsorship 
Invitation

When You Sponsor ...
... You Share In The Pope’s 
Holy Year Of Mercy!

Following a Religious
Vocation
Another member of the Diocese of
Rapid City who was invested in her
habit, from the Servants of the Lord
and the Virgin of Matara (Servidoras
or Servants) Dec. 7, was Rachel 
Wilhelmi — now Sister Maria, Regina
Familiae — Latin for Mary, Queen of
the Family. She is from Our Lady of
the Black Hills Parish, Piedmont, and
her parents are Terry and Suzanne
Wilhelmi. The Mass took place at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. The 
principal celebrant was 
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick. 
(Courtesy photo)

Diocese of Rapid City
Vacancy Announcement

Applications are being accepted for the full time position of Receptionist for the Dio-
cese of Rapid City beginning in early March. Open until filled.
Function:
Full responsibility for all aspects of the receptionist function in a positive and hos-
pitable manner. The receptionist also processes incoming and outgoing mail, main-
tains general office supply inventory and provides departmental support as needed. 
Qualifications: 
Practicing Catholic, excellent communication and public relations skills with the abil-
ity to project a calm demeanor both in person and on the telephone, administrative,
secretarial and computer skills, detail oriented, high degree of confidentiality and de-
pendability, ability to multi-task. 
Application Processs:
Interested individuals should send a resumé and letter by e-mail or postal mail listing
three professional references along with a completed application form that can be
downloaded from the diocesan website at: http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
chancellor/employment/
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.
Office of the Chancellor 
Diocese of Rapid City 
606 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City SD 57701 or msimonson@diorc.org.
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Year ofMercy
February Saint of Mercy — St. John Vianney

Day of Mercy — in each parish

Thursday, February 25, 2016
Speaker: Jeff Hurd

Topic: Spiritual Works of Mercy
Terra Sancta Retreat Center 

Rapid City area presentations begin at 7 p.m.

Thursday, January 28, 2016
Speaker: Jeanne Harper

Topic: Corporal Works of Mercy
St. Therese the Little Flower Church

Pilgrimages
February 27, 2016 — Cathedral

Topic: Reconciliation & Forgiveness
Speaker: Bishop Robert Gruss
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Truly a model of mercy for us in this Year of Mercy,
St. John Vianney gave his life to reveal and to minister
the mercy of  God to as many people as he could. He
grew up in France during the French Revolution and saw
many priests and Catholics persecuted for their faith —
forced into hiding and celebrating the sacra-
ments in secret. John himself received his
first Holy Communion in a barn under
the cover of  darkness. He witnessed
priests and laity who denied their faith
in the face of this persecution, but he
also saw many who remained faithful
and risked their lives to bring the faith
to others.  He saw those priests as heroes
who suffered and persevered.  
When he later became a priest, St. John’s

bishop sent him to the small town of Ars, telling
him, “There is not much love of  God in Ars. You will
bring some love there.” Many people had fallen away
from the church because of the persecution. John invited
them back and then made himself available to them at
the parish. Some say that God raised him up to forgive
the sins of the revolution. Spending at times 16 hours in
the confessional each day, he was truly a humble and
generous man who lived his priesthood for others. To
sinners who approached the sacrament discouraged and
full of doubt about God’s forgiveness, he would say, “The
good Lord knows everything. Even before you confess,
he already knows that you will sin again and yet he for-

gives you. How great is the love of our God who even
strives to voluntarily forget the future in order to forgive
us.” He also reminds us, “It is not the sinner who returns
to God begging forgiveness; rather, it is God himself who
runs after sinners causing them to return to him.”
John found his identity in Jesus Christ, the great high
priest, and lived his priesthood preaching the word of
God, ministering the sacraments, shepherding his
people. People began to flock to Ars. He cared for
the poor, sometimes even giving away his own food,
he started a school for the poor and an orphanage
for young girls, and he provided for unwanted chil-
dren. During his ministry, the number of pilgrims
who came to Ars numbered as many as twenty
thousand each year.
St. John Vianney had a deep devotion to Our Lady

and a great love for his bride, Christ’s bride, the church.
He was a man of mercy, a minister of mercy according
to the call of all priests, as
he often said, “Priesthood
is the love of the heart of
Jesus,” and “A good 
shepherd, a pastor after
God’s heart, is the 
greatest treasure the good
Lord can grant to a
parish, and one of  the
most precious gifts of  
divine mercy.”

Prayer to St. john Vianney
I love you, O my God, and my only desire is 
to love you until the last breath of my life. 

I love you, O my infinitely lovable God, 
and I would rather die loving you, than 

live without loving you. 

I love you, Lord and the only grace I ask is 
to love you eternally ...

My God, if  my tongue cannot say in every 
moment that I love you, I want my heart to 
repeat it to you as often as I draw breath.
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Addiction can be extremely harmful,
and in some cases, fatal for those indi-
viduals ensnared by it. It can be seri-
ously disruptive and damaging to those
around them. Who is to blame when it
comes to addiction? Family and friends
may think to themselves, “Why can’t
Jane just stop drinking?” Or, “Doesn’t
Joe understand that his gambling ad-
diction is bankrupting the family?” Or,
“Can’t Bob see how his pornography
habit is destroying his marriage and his
relationships?” For those facing addic-
tion, it seems they ought to be able to
recognize their behavior as harmful,
and turn away from it by a resolute de-
cision. Family and friends, however,
can face years of frustration when they
see their loved ones fall into a slow mo-
tion “crash and burn,” spiraling down-
wards as they remain unwilling or
unable to step away from their addic-
tion.

The individual caught in the web of
addiction objectively falls prey to a loss
of personal freedom. His will becomes
weakened, and he becomes enslaved in
a way that limits his ability to recognize
the right order of goods in his life. By
repetitively choosing the addictive be-
havior, it becomes ingrained, and the
ability to choose better, alternative be-
haviors becomes enfeebled, if not
seemingly impossible. For these rea-
sons, there is almost always diminished
personal responsibility in situations of
addiction. To be accountable for our
acts, we must freely choose those acts,
but the internal pressure and downward
spiral of the addiction may have already
co-opted the individual’s ability to

At the heart of the tragedy of addiction

freely choose otherwise. Eventually this
bondage can appear to be permanent,
and addicted individuals can imagine
themselves pathetic and hopeless to
such a degree that they almost give up.
In the words of a formerly-addicted
individual:

“I believe that I did not have a choice
to stop. ... It never became clear to me
that I could live another way until a
medical intervention from my physi-
cian and friends took place. Willpower
plays a small role here, but it too cannot
work if one has a malfunctioning brain.
I speak for myself here ... I could not
stop. Period. Now, I have stopped. Not
just because of the intervention, but be-
cause I have turned my life and my will
over to the God of my understanding.
That is something 12 step programs
have taught me.”

This radical loss of freedom lies at
the heart of the tragedy of addiction.
Because we are creatures of habit, the
choices we make, either for good or for
evil, form us in one direction or the
other, so we become individuals who
are either capable or incapable of
choosing the good freely. Virtue is a
habit of good, while vice is a habit of

evil. Early choices leading down the
road towards addiction, freely made,
can quickly snowball into vice, addic-
tion and a loss of freedom. As one re-
covered addict graphically described
it:

“My beef is with those who claim
that they never chose to become an ad-
dict or never chose to hurt their fami-
lies. ... While we likely didn’t intend to
end up helpless, dysfunctional people
who (hurt) our loved ones, the choices
we made put us at risk of ending up in
a sorry state where we were capable of
doing things we would have never
dreamed of. Unless you were raised on
Mars, we all deep down knew the risk
of our choices, especially if you’re talk-
ing about coke, crack, meth, or heroin,
but we chose to roll the dice anyways.
At a certain point, when I was starting
to do coke almost every weekend, I
knew that it would be wise to stop, but
I chose not to because I was having fun
and I told myself it will never happen
to me. By the end, I was going on solo
three day benders with alcohol and co-
caine, and I landed in treatment. ... My
point is that I made the choice to try the
substance, the choice to begin to use the
substance more regularly, and the
choice not to quit when I could have.”

While there may have been signifi-
cant moral culpability at the beginning

of an individual’s descent into addic-
tion, it is still critical for us to never
stigmatize, patronize or abandon those
who are in the throes of addiction. They
may feel they are defined entirely by
their addiction, unlovable and
wretched, rather than seeing that they
are, in fact, human beings who are pre-
cious to God and those around them,
and even now endowed with some tiny
space of remaining freedom. That tiny
space will become key to determining
whether they ultimately choose the be-
havioral changes needed to improve
their situation and recover the human
freedom that is rightfully theirs. We
should support, encourage and love
them in ways that will help lead them
toward those good choices and suc-
cessful outcomes.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org.
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By Sue Jimmerson

The SJC Advocacy Committee em-
ploys various tools to advocate for life-
and-justice-affirming causes, policies,
bills or laws — prayer, spoken/written
words, meeting/networking with legis-
lators and other groups, and peaceful
action. 
Bob Cronin of Rapid City high-

lighted a fall SJC event — “a legisla-
tive meeting with Catholic and
Christian west river lawmakers to dis-
cuss upcoming or potential legislation.”
Committee members learned more
about effecting change through the leg-
islative process and discussed ways for
legislators to “protect the vulnerable in

The 2016 State Legislature is now in session. Probable bills/issues in-
clude pro-life issues (informed consent on chemical abortion reversal; abor-
tion facility inspection reports; strengthened fetal body parts ban; the Pain-
capable Unborn Child Protection Act — abortion ban after 20-weeks; better
elder abuse protection; and abolishing the death penalty and social justice 
issues (human trafficking; student privacy in restrooms/locker rooms; educa-
tion issues & S.D. Tax Credit Scholarships; protection for religious and
moral beliefs; Medicaid expansion, and more). 
The Sioux Falls Diocese’s Catholic Advocate Network (CAN) website at

www.sfcatholic.org/CAN (click State & Federal Government) will soon list
2016 bills being monitored, bill action, and church teachings.

Find your legislator and follow bills at:
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Default.aspx?Session=Ninety-First.

Contact legislators at
http://legis.sd.gov/Contact/LegislatorEmail.aspx?MemberID=844&
Session=2016 or by phone message at House 605-773-3851 and Senate 605-
773-3821.

Social Justice Commission committee advocating for life and justice

Help monitor bills and 
contact state legislators

‘We are better than the worst 
thing we have ever done’

By Deacon Denny Davis, South Dakotans for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty

The headline is a phrase used by Sr. Helen Prejean who has walked with death
row inmates for many years. I believe she is right in that we as citizens of South
Dakota and as people of faith have a responsibility to begin to see our part in put-
ting a human being to death through state sponsored executions. This is not to say
that the horrible crimes committed are not devastating to the victims’ families as
well as the fear and shock that reverberate through society. Obviously the person

committing murder deserves to have severe consequences
for their behavior. Is not life in prison without parole a
harsh enough consequence?
Two years ago, Pope Francis said, “life in prison with-

out parole is a hidden death penalty.” He further said, “it is
impossible to imagine that states today cannot make use of
another means than capital punishment to defend people’s
lives from an unjust aggressor.” (Oct. 23, 2014, meeting
with representatives of the International Association of
penal Law) 

We have two choices here in South Dakota with regard to the death penalty. The
first is revenge; kill a person who has killed. The second is healing and restora-
tion of not only the victim’s family but the person who committed the crime as
well. When we act out of revenge, we lose the opportunity to restore our dignity
as human beings and the ability to teach our children and grandchildren that the
death penalty is wrong and by killing a human being, we all forfeit a piece or our
own humanity. 
On the other hand, when we help others to heal there is a healing that also takes

place in us. “Do unto others” is an ancient rule of life and aren’t we a people that
want life?
We are better than the death penalty here in South Dakota. Let’s stop this 

horrible practice. All life is sacred. Are we the people who will “cast the first
stone?” We really are better than the worst thing we have ever done.

our communities and to promote the
sanctity of human life.” Earlier talks by
Deacon Denny Davis, of South
Dakotans for Alternatives to the Death
Penalty, updated members and the en-
tire commission on efforts to ban/re-
place capital punishment in the state. In
December, some members also at-
tended an area legislative briefing to
learn about upcoming state legislation
affecting human life/dignity and social
justice.  
Committee members will monitor

bills of interest in the current state Leg-
islature and contact legislators to advo-
cate, voice concerns, and share
experiences or ideas. (See below for is-

sues and how you can help with this ef-
fort). Throughout the year, their focus
will also be on national issues and net-
working with USCCB and other
groups’ efforts.  
In the past, the committee has also

provided parishes with advocacy
ideas/projects and shared an awareness
of social justice themes at diocesan
youth rallies and fall SJC workshops.  

Advocacy recommendations for
laity, consecrated, and clergy:
Pray daily the beautiful USCCB

“Prayer for the Protection of Religious
Liberty,” http://www.usccb.org/issues-
and-action/religious-liberty/prayer-re
sources.cfm.

Read the USCCB’s newly-revised
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Cit-
izenship,” http://www.usccb.org/issues-
and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/f
orming-consciences-for-faithful-citi-
zenship.pdf. 

Of special interest are four moral
principles of Catholic social teaching
that can help “provide a moral frame-
work for decisions in public life” (#43)
and issues related to each. These prin-
ciples are (from #44-56): The Dignity
of the Human Person; Subsidiarity
(human affairs best handled at the level
closest to those affected); The Common
Good; and Solidarity with our brothers
and sisters “wherever they may be.”
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By Sr. Florence 
McManamen, OSB

Since the feast of the Holy Family
was celebrated on December 27, and
there is much focus on the family, the
topic of the family seems timely. Indi-
vidual and family prayer is very impor-
tant. 

A practice suggested by international
retreat directors Fathers Matthew and
Dennis Linn of Colorado might be help-
ful in many ways. In this practice the
Linn brothers have the family gather
regularly for prayer. Prayer is “talking
to God” so each one’s words would be
held “sacred” by everyone even if
something might sound alarming espe-
cially to mom or dad; it is conversation
with God and not with each other. The

Jonathan J. Reyes, Ph.D., president and chief executive officer of Catholic
Charities and Community Services of the Archdiocese of Denver since 2009,
has been named Executive Director of the Department of Justice, Peace and
Human Development of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. He will 
oversee USCCB efforts in domestic and international affairs and the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development, the bishop’s anti-poverty program. He 
assumed his new position in December. Dr. Reyes will be the keynote speaker
at the 2016 Palm Sunday Bunch, sponsored by Catholic Social Services. The
brunch is scheduled for Sunday, March 20, beginning at noon at the Ramkota
Convention Center in Rapid City. All seating is reserved; tickets are 
complimentary and can be secured by contacting CSS at 348-6086. 

prayer would begin with each one nam-
ing one or two things, profound or sim-
ple, for which they are grateful that day.
An attitude of gratefulness towards God
and one another is an important part of
one’s character and spiritual life.

After this round, each member
would say, “If I had today to live over
again (or something similar) I would,
not do or would do …” and then name
something they would do better or not
do. This section needs to be handled
carefully. Sometimes an older child
might mention something that could
have serious consequences, but correc-
tions or questions should never be men-
tioned during the time of conversation
with God. Perhaps later in the evening
or sometime, a parent might say, “I

heard you tell God about…, may I help
you, or do you want to tell me more or
did you know …” 

A family member should never be
afraid of the consequences of what they
might say sincerely to God in prayer.
There are many other ways to get in-
formation, but what is said in prayer
might help other family members be
more aware of a situation. Some of the
things that are said during this part of
family prayer are sinful but sin usually
affects other people too. If the sin is se-
rious perhaps a general statement like,

“I will be careful of my relationship
with other people” would be sufficient.  

This practice might even help pre-
pare for the gift of the regular reception
of the sacrament of reconciliation, and
it usually helps the family members be
appreciative of one another. The prayer
session could end with mother or father
leading prayer or members taking
turns. St. Benedict advocates that vocal
prayer should be short, but St. Benedict
also writes that we should “pray al-
ways” that is, have an awareness of the
presence of God at all times.

Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora 

Family prayer time can help children focus on doing better

Catholic Social Services brunch speaker
takes on new national position

The staff of the 
West River Catholic

would like to thank 
Kuntz Upholstery 
for their decades of loyal 

advertising. 
Best wishes on your 
retirement in April.
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May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May his face shine upon you,

and may he be gracious unto you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

and give you peace this New Year.
— Deacon Marlon Leneaugh, Office of Native Ministry

Happy New Year

Anna Berens...................................................................................12,000.00
Margaret Biggs .................................................................................1,000.00
Fr. D. Craig Cower............................................................................8,550.00
Anonymous..........................................................................................633.26
Dosch, Jerome and Pius ................................................................40,000.00
Fr. Christopher Scadron ......................................................................380.00
Emma Smith .....................................................................................1,000.00
Hazel Smith ......................................................................................1,000.00
Valades Family .................................................................................9,000.00
Frank & Margaret Woster .................................................................2,531.00

PRAA Board Chair Fr. Kerry Prendiville 
For information on donating to PRAA Memorial Burse, contact 

Finance Manager Suzanne Lambert, 343-3541.

PRAA Memorial Burses
Income from these donations is used to support retired priests.

Diocesan Seminarian Burses (as of 12/31/15)
Income from these donations is used to support diocesan seminarian education.

Appreciation is extended to Sacred Heart Church, White River, for contributing to the 
Ambur Burse; Gerald and Mary Jean Bollinger for contributing to the Bollinger Burse; 
Roger Johnsen for contributing to the Costigan Burse; and an anonymous donor for 
contributing to the Scherer burse.

Lux, Peter & Gertrude  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
McManus, Lyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00
McManus, Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00
McNaboe, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Meade, Fr. Cornelius  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,720.00
Meyer, Dillen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Miller, Donald and Kathleen  . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Morvay, Fr. Andrew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33,000.00
Muldoon, Fr. Ralph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,375.00
Nemec, Ed & Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000.00
O’Connell, Msgr. William  . . . . . . . . . .23,000.00
O’Doherty, Fr. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800.00
O’Dowd, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,650.00
Padula, Fr. Dominic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,571.20
Plante, Fr. Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93,055.92
Prendiville Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,735.00
Rath, Deacon Vern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,317.00
Reedy, Camille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .929.00
Roach, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,346.00
Ruud, Donna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.00
St. Anthony-Hot Springs  . . . . . . . . . . .3,547.72
St. Francis of Assisi-Sturgis . . . . . . . . .9,922.55
St. Joseph-Mud Butte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250.00
St. Joseph-Scenic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,070.78
St. Mary-Lemmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,371.00
St. Mary-Newell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
St. Paul-Belle Fourche  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .750.00
St. Therese-RC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,610.00
Scherer, Fr. Gerald N.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,090.00
Schofield, Mary Ellen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00
Sonn, Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00
Szalay, Fr. Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7,300.00
Thompson, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . .133,693.76
Tunnissen, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,400.00
Vannix, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,000.00
Welsh, Bishop Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Whiteside, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,600.00
Zacher, Catherine & Eugene  . . . . . . . .2,525.00
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Kadoka . . . . . . . . . . . . . .340.00
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Midland  . . . . . . . . . . . . .790.00

Other funds 
Leo “Pete” Berens Memorial Fund  . . .323,339.21
Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Fund . . . .70,855.89

Ambur, Irene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,907.17
Baskerville, Doreen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,420.00
Bell, John M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Berning, Fr. Francis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,105.00
Bertrand, Howard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Blessed Virgin Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,517.00
Bollinger, Gerald & Mary Jean-Lead  . .35,536.19
Bourassa, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00
Budmayr, Minnie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,797.00
Cahoy, Emil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Callahan, Mabel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19,750.00
Carr, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .915.25
Caswell, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00
Costigan, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . .31,836.67
Cower, Fr. D. Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,625.00
Cower, Robert H. & Blanche A.  . . . .17,625.00
Cower, Rod H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,725.00
Dauwen, Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Davies, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000.00
Decker, Maude Cower  . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00
Deisch, Fr. Raymond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,155.00
DeMers, Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00
Dimmerling, Bishop Harold  . . . . . . . .43,836.14
Diskin, Fr. William  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,316.28
Donahoe, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .700.00
Dosch, Pius and Jerome  . . . . . . . . . .40,000.00
Doyle, Msgr. Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,375.00
Drew, Msgr. Bernard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,488.00
Dries, Theodore & Gretchen  . . . . . . .12,369.56
Dube, Msgr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00
Erhardt Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335,496.56
Falzone, Mauriece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000.00
Fencl, Fr. Leonard SJ.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Feuerbach, Msgr. Leo  . . . . . . . . . . . .80,289.53
Garry, Russel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .950.00
Gorman, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,534.00
Gravel, Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,650.00
Groell, Fr. John  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Healy, Msgr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,558.00
Igoe, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,485.00
Jones, Netta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Krebs, Ernest & Frank  . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00
Krebs, Lewis & Abbie . . . . . . . . . . . . .52,076.06
LaCroix, Trude  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00
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Sister M. Helen Borszich passed
away on Friday, December 4, 2015, at
Marian Residence at the age of 80. 
Sister Helen was born September 1,

1935, at Lakeview (Rosebud) to An-
thony and Florence (Ferris) Borszich
and was named, Arleen Elizabeth.  
On February 14, 1952, she went to

Marycrest Convent in Denver, Colo., to
enter the Sisters of St. Francis of
Penance and Christian Charity. She pro-
fessed as Sister Mary Helen on August
15, 1952. She professed her Perpetual
Vows on August 15, 1957. 
Sister Helen received her B.A. 

degree from Regis College in Denver
in 1965. From 1954 to 1972 her teach-
ing ministry took her to St. Francis Mis-
sion in St Francis; St. Elizabeth’s in
Denver, St. Mary’s in Scottsbluff and
Holy Rosary Mission in Pine Ridge.
Sister Helen also served as an adminis-
trator at St. Francis Mission as well as

working in St. Charles Church in St.
Francis. 
In 2004 she came

to Alliance as an 
administrator for
Marian Residence
where she had
resided since. 
She is survived by

her brother, Tom
(Connie) Borszich
of Valentine, Neb.,
her sisters, Camilla
(Roger) Maestas of
Bloomfield, N.M., Bernadette (John)
Usera of Sturgis, and sisters-in-law,
Mary Borszich, Ruth Borszich and
Jackie Borszich along with numerous
nieces and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her parents, her brothers,
Harlan, Bob, Everett and Jerry
Borszich and her brother-in-law, Al
Keller. 

Funeral services were December 9
at  Marian Chapel with Father Matthew
Keller and Father Roy Pasala officiat-

Sr. Helen Borszich, 80, from Rosebud

ing. Burial was in Calvary Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers memorials may be

given to Marian Residence.

Sr. Helen
Borszich

Birthright 
of Rapid City thanks the Hispanic 

Community for their donation of baby
clothes collected at the Our Lady of
Guadalupe Mass, December 12, 
at Blessed Sacrament Church, 

Rapid City
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Married 
Sweethearts 

Mass & 
Dinner-Dance 

Saturday, 
February 6, 2016
Join us for this year’s event, 
“We Languish with Love.” 
5:30 p.m. Mass and renewal of vows will be celebrated at the

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City 
Dinner-Dance will follow at 

Best Western Ramkota, catered by Minervas, I-90 & Exit 59 

Registration fee of $65 per couple includes the dinner and dance 
Reservations are required to be received by January 28. 

Please consider sponsoring a couple who would 
like to attend, but cannot afford the fee. 
For more information, please contact 

Amy at Family Life Ministries, 605-716-5214 x236 
or ajulian@diorc.org. 

French Muslim wages 'jihad' against extremists
PARIS (CNS) — Mohammed Chirani was pursuing a midlife career change in

the United Kingdom when news erupted out of his native France that Muslim
extremists had attacked the Paris headquarters of a satirical magazine, Charlie
Hebdo, killing 12 people, including eight of the magazine’s staff. The news
gradually worsened over the next two days, as the extremists killed a police-
woman, and then another four people inside a Paris kosher food market. For
Chirani, the events were devastating; he felt he and other Muslims were being
“held hostage” by a minority of fanatics, and that it was his duty to do some-
thing about it. He prayed for guidance and headed back to France where, since

then, he has been engaged in a campaign to
eradicate extremism. He calls his mission a
“jihad,” playing on same word that some
Muslim extremist groups use to describe their
violent actions. “Mine is a jihad of testimony,
of citizenship and spirituality,” explained 
Chirani, who lived from ages 9-19 in his par-
ent’s native Algeria, where he learned Arabic,
studied the Quran, and was a member of the 
Algerian Muslim Scouts. “The real meaning
(of jihad) is effort, a spiritual and ethical ef-
fort. For (extremists), jihad means only to kill
and harm,” Chirani told Catholic News 
Service recently. 

Mohammed Chirani

Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
Events Schedule

Feb 1: Gideon International Rushmore 
Camp/Auxiliary Meeting

Feb 2: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast;
All Staff Meeting; Young Life 
Leader Training

Feb 3: Centering Prayer
Feb 4: STM Dinner for 2006 
Championship Basketball Team; 
The Flame

Feb 5: VSI Student Presentations
Feb 6: VSI Workshops; OLBH 
Confirmation Retreat; Centering 
Prayer Workshop; Diaconate 
Review Board

Feb 7: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School

Feb 9: Young Life Leader Training
Feb 10: Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free   
Lutheran Ash Wednesday/
Lenten Service

Feb 12 -14: Family Event
Feb 12-15: BH Area TEC
Feb 16: Young Life Leader Training
Feb 17: Women’s Way of the Cross; 
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free 
Lutheran Lenten Service; Taizé

Feb 19-21: Heart to Heart
Feb 20: BHADA; SJC Meeting; 
RCIA Rite of Elect Retreat

Feb 21: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School

Feb 21-22: STM Junior Class Retreat
Feb 23: Young Life Leader Retreat
Feb 24: Women’s Way of the Cross; 
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free 
Lutheran Lenten Service

Feb 25: Year of Mercy Day of Mercy
Feb 26-28: VSI Basic Retreat
Feb 26-29: VSI Master Retreat; 
Silent Retreat

Feb 28: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship 
Service/Sunday School
Mar 2: Women’s Way of the Cross;
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free 
Lutheran Lenten Service

Mar 3: The Flame
Mar 4-6: Emmanuel Episcopal 
(Rapid City) Confirmation Retreat

Mar 5: VSI Workshops
Mar 6: Shiloh Free Lutheran Church 
Sunday School/Worship Service

Mar 7: Gideon International Rushmore
Camp/Auxiliary Meeting

Mar 8: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast; 
Dept Head Meeting

Mar 9: Women’s Way of the Cross; 
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free 
Lutheran Lenten Service; Taizé

Mar 11-12: Making Disciples Workshop 
(Our Lady of the Black Hills)

Mar 13: Shiloh Free Lutheran Church
Sunday School/Worship Service; 
CLMA Annual Meeting/Dinner 

Mar 13-15: Pastoral Ministry Days 
Mar 16: Women’s Way of the Cross; 
Centering Prayer; Shiloh Free 
Lutheran Lenten Service

Mar 19: BHADA; RCIA Palm 
Sunday Retreat

Mar 20: Shiloh Free Lutheran Church
Sunday School/Worship Service

Mar 21-25: Christian Prayer Labyrinth
Mar 23: Women’s Way of the Cross; 
Centering Prayer 

Mar 23-25: Shiloh Free Lutheran 
Holy Week Service

Mar 27: Shiloh Free Lutheran 
Easter Service

Mar 30: Centering Prayer
Mar 31: Life in the Spirit Seminar
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by Becky Berreth

“We have the muscle, the brain, and
the wisdom to annihilate them,” said
veteran basketball player Father Steve
Biegler. “We also have arranged to hear
the confessions of the refs after the
game – it is the year of mercy after all.”
On February 1, the priests of the dio-

cese will take on a team of St. Thomas
More High School students in the 5th
Annual Men in Black basketball game.
The evening begins with a dinner at 5
p.m.’ followed at 5:45 p.m., by the St.
Elizabeth Seton students vs. staff, St.
Thomas More Middle School students
vs. staff at 6:05 p.m., and the Men in
Black game with tip-off scheduled for
6:30 p.m. This is the fifth year of the
event that was started to raise aware-
ness to the priesthood. 
“I had heard about it through my

participation in the National Confer-
ence of Diocesan Vocations Directors

(NCDVD),” explained Father Brian
Christensen, Rome, former director of
vocations. “Other vocations directors
spoke about the event, it caught my
imagination, and I thought we could do
the same in our diocese. It’s a great way
for the people of the diocese to meet
our priests and seminarians in a fun and
entertaining environment.”
Second year player from of the

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Father Jonathan Dillon, also sees
the game as an opportunity for priests
to get together and show the people
they are human. 
“We’re normal, flesh and blood. We

don’t sit in our offices all day pouring
over ancient manuscripts,” he said. “We
have fun and we are competitive —
even to the point of cheating to win the
game.”
“This is a fun way to see their priests

in a context other than ministry,”

agreed rookie player Father Mark
Horn, of St. Joseph Parish,
Spearfish.
When asked who he thinks will

win the game, Father Horn
added, “I don’t play except to
win.”
After admitting to the priest’s

competitive streak, Father Dil-
lon admits that chances of the
priests winning are good: “We
know whose side God is on.”
The team from St. Thomas

More High School could not be reached
for comment. 
The game will be broadcast live on

Real Presence Radio, 89.9 FM, at 6:30
p.m. on Feb 1.
(Right) Trading cards will be handed
out as part of the evening. Those
with the cards will have the opportu-
nity to have them signed by the
priests.

News

Here come the Men in Black
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A Mouse’s Tale
Cast and crew pose for a group photo after performing “A Mouse’s Tale” at 
St. Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid City, in December. The play is the
story of the birth of Jesus through the eyes of the stable animals and 
includes an audience sing along. Lori Ashley and David Carroll directed the
play. (Photo courtesy Rita Dupree)

Youth group hockey night
The confirmation class from the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
(above) and St. Therese the Little Flower Church, attended youth group
hockey night at a Rapid City Rush hockey game in November. (Courtesy photo)

(Left) Jeanne Davis and Sienna 
Merrills place backpacks in a suitcase
for kids in Uganda. The St. Mary’s
Altar Society, Immaculate Conception
Church, Bonesteel, purchased the
backpacks and the youth of the
parishes of Bonesteel and St. Anthony
Parish, Fairfax, filled them with a
rosary, books, pens, notepads,
crayons, toothbrushes and 
toothpaste. Father Godfrey Muwanga
and a group from Gregory County,
will deliver the backpacks to Fr. 
Vincent in Uganda for distribution in
January. (Below) The youth also put
on an Advent program/Prayer Serv-
ice, December 16. The CCD 
students portrayed the Christmas
Story, using prayer, song and 
scripture. (Courtesy photo)

Bonesteel/Fairfax youth events



Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,

limited adult audiences, films whose 
problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.

Now 
PlayingY Aoung dults

January 201624    WRC

Classifications

The Revenant (Fox)
A wilderness survival drama, 
directed and co-written by Alejandro
Inarritu, based on the life of Hugh
Glass (Leonardo DiCaprio), an 
explorer and fur trader in the 
American West of the 1820s. On an
expedition up the Missouri River led
by a military captain (Domhnall
Gleeson), Glass is attacked by a 
grizzly bear. Lying near death, Glass
is powerless to prevent the murder
of his son by a fellow hunter (Tom
Hardy), who abandons him in the
wilderness. Glass refuses to 
succumb, crawls out of the grave,
and embarks on a 200-mile odyssey
through vast uncharted lands to
avenge his son's murder and bring
the killer to justice. As such, he 
becomes a “revenant,” or one 
returned from the dead. For adults
with stomachs strong enough to 
endure many squeamish moments,
rewards await: a powerful film with
first-rate performances, stunning
cinematography, and timely 
messages about good versus evil,
and of redemption versus revenge.
Bloody violence and gore, several
disturbing images, a sexual assault,
frequent rough, crude, and profane
language. The Catholic News Service
classification is L — limited adult 
audience, films whose problematic
content many adults would find
troubling. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is R —
restricted. Under 17 requires accom-
panying parent or adult guardian.

Joy ............................A-III
The Forest....................A-III
The Hateful Eight...............L

Oprah Winfrey has joined
Weight Watchers, which
means she is not only a card-
carrying, point-counting
member of the weight-loss
club, she is also a part owner.
That’s how you do it when
you’re Oprah: You go big or
you don’t bother.

For the 61-year-old billion-
aire, news of her involvement
in the company and her in-
vestment of a 10 percent stake
yielded a big pay day: Weight
Watchers’ stock doubled, net-
ting Oprah about $45 million
in one day.

She reported her progress
in the January issue of O: The
Oprah Magazine, appearing
on the cover in her most
stripped-down look yet –
barefoot in taupe spandex, a
purple shawl and a nude lip. “I
wanted a plan for life, and
here it was in the form of
Weight Watchers,” Oprah
wrote in her back-page col-
umn. She’s lost 26 pounds
since last August and gained a
powerful sense of well-being.  

What strikes me about her

slickly marketed invitation to
join Weight Watchers is how
tempting it is, how eagerly
many of us are waiting for an
entry point into the future
we’ve always imagined.
We’re paralyzed by the
mounting gap between dream-
ing and doing, wondering
what to do with 2016 in light
of our Catholic faith and our
packed calendars.

Bert Hernandez recognized
his chance to finally turn
things around when he spotted
a random tweet one Monday
last August. The 40-year-old
youth minister from San An-
tonio had already determined
that getting on top of things,
for him, would mean rising
early like Teddy Roosevelt.
He wanted to exercise daily,
clean his house and strengthen
his prayer life.

For several months Bert
had been setting his alarm at 4
a.m., with a success rate he
could count on one hand.
Then came Leah Darrow’s
tweet inviting people to par-
ticipate in the Heroic Minute

Challenge, a hashtag
the popular Catholic
speaker had bor-
rowed from St. Jose-
maría Escrivá, who
wrote: “Conquer yourself
each day from the very first
moment, getting up on the dot,
at a fixed time, without yield-
ing a single minute to laziness.
If, with God’s help, you con-
quer yourself, you will be well
ahead for the rest of the day.
… The heroic minute: here
you have a mortification that
strengthens your will and does
no harm to your body.”

Bert saw Leah’s movement
as a club he could be part of,
informed by Catholicism and
driven by accountability, so he
tweeted, “I accept the #Hero-
icMinuteChallenge” and made
his pledge public. The next
day, at 4 a.m, he got out of bed
and scurried to the kitchen,
turning on the stove to make
coffee, then retreating to the
den to begin morning prayer.
He tweeted the evidence: a
screenshot of his Office of
Readings, his iPhone at a 98

percent charge, his body,
much lower.

By 6:30 a.m., he’d
prayed the Liturgy of the
Hours, run two miles and
showered.

The second morning
was easier, and his Twitter
picture showed the hymn

lyrics “morning has broken
like the first morning.” He
was doing it!

“My day always seemed
better, starting that way,” Bert
told me. “I definitely felt more
peace.” The added prayer time
also helped him discern a job
change that has brought many
rewards.

The Heroic Minute Chal-
lenge wasn’t easy for Leah ei-
ther, but the 36-year-old mom
from St. Louis couldn’t aban-
don others who had signed on,
and she wanted to offer real-
time “likes” of their early-
morning evidence —
snapshots of sunrises, Scrip-
ture and coffee.

“The most important thing
is getting my feet on the
floor,” Leah told me. “If I can
move my feet out from under
the covers and they can touch
the hard-wood floor, half the
battle’s done.”

The path to holiness, Leah
says, requires time manage-
ment. “We need to think about
the time God has given us, and
we need to use it well.”  

Christina Capecchi is a
freelance writer from Inver
Grove Heights, Minn., and the
editor of SisterStory.org.

Christina Capecchi

Twenty
Something

Tackling the new year
one heroic minute at a time

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy 
of the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 
What is the liturgical year (the church year)?
The liturgical year, or the church year, superimposes the myster-

ies of the life of Christ — from his incarnation to his second coming
in glory — on the normal course of the year. The liturgical year be-
gins with Advent, the time of waiting for the Lord, and has its first
high point in the Christmas season and its second, even greater cli-
max in the celebration of the redemptive suffering, death, and res-
urrection of Christ at Easter. The Easter season ends with the feast
of Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit on the church. The
liturgical year is repeatedly interrupted by the feasts of Mary and
the saints, in which the church praises God’s grace, which has lead
mankind to salvation (1168-1173, 1194-1195).

The January Srodowisko Ski Trip

has been cancelled. 

Contact Randy Vette 605-716-5214 x228

for more information
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