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Holy Families, 2

Congratulations to
Bridget Schneller,

Drawing for Pie & Coffee
with Bishop Gruss, 6

a 7th grade home school
student from Keystone,
her watercolor of the
Holy Family won 1st prize
in the Design Bishop
Gruss’ Christmas Card
Contest. Her teacher
(and mother) is Brenda
Schneller. They attend
Blessed Sacrament
Parish in Rapid City.
More information on the
contest and the 2nd and
3rd place winning entries
are featured on page 3.

Mailing label

Year of Mercy Saints, 14

We live in a world full of miracles, but so often are too busy to notice them or experience them.
This season of Christmas invites us to truly take the time to reflect upon the miracle of
the first Christmas when our God gave us what was most important to him, his Son.
It is a season to be thankful, a season for giving, and a season for loving.
I am very thankful for the many gifts God has given me through all of you.
I have been indeed richly blessed.
In the beauty of this season,
my prayer for all of you is that you may have
the spirit of Christmas which is Peace,
the gladness of Christmas which is Hope,
and the heart of Christmas which is Love.

Wishing every blessing upon you!
+Bishop Robert Gruss
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Having a holy family does not mean a perfect family

As we gather this Christmas to celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation,
God becoming man in the womb of the
Virgin Mary, it is a clear reminder of
how God deeply desires to be with us.
In becoming a child born into a human
family, the Incarnation speaks to us of
how God chose to experience human
life from the very beginning so that he
could not only be close to us, but so that
he could save us.
At Christmas, what speaks to my
heart is that he came to us through a
human family wanting his holiness, his
love, his life to be a part of every
human person and every human family.
Yes, we call the family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, the Holy Family, but are
not all families called to be holy? Is not
the Holy Family the model for all families in good times and in bad, when
there are both harmony and problems?
Many have an image of the Holy
Family as being this perfect little family. But Jesus’ family is not called perfect. It is called the Holy Family. Holy
doesn’t mean perfect. That should give
all families some hope. It gives me consolation, knowing that I didn’t have the
perfect family, but that certain aspects
of it were holy.
There is probably not a single family without its problems, though some
families may deal with greater problems than others. When we look at family life today, society presents many
challenges for raising a healthy, holy,
well-integrated family.
The Holy Family was not exempt
from their own challenges. Imagine
being exiled, fleeing to Egypt because a
little baby had become so great a threat
to a powerful king that Herod wanted
him dead. When seen beyond the pretty
stable event depicted so serenely on
Christmas cards, we are confronted
with a vulnerable “holy family” fleeing
for its life and safety. Imagine the anxiety and fear that this young couple and
their infant are facing as they begin
their new life together. This “Em-

manuel,” “God is with us,” is forced
from his own homeland because of the
threat of violence.
Perhaps this image of the Holy Family in exile depicts a God who has
joined the plight of the world’s refugees
who have had to flee their own homes
and countries because of civil conflict,
violence, and terrorism in areas such as
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Lebanon, Palestine, the Sudan and
many other places. We must pray for
these many refugees and be the body of
Christ with arms outstretched to welcome them.
In the birth of Jesus, God has chosen
to enter into the world to show us how
we are to live together, so that no one
should ever have to experience being a
refugee, an outcast or a threat to anyone. This little child we celebrate at
Christmas will grow up to love in ways
which many think are humanly impossible — a love so profound and deep
that he is willing to be hung on a cross
and killed. He gives us the model that
will bring holiness to every family and
community.
What are the features that can make
a family holy in a world constantly
changing and becoming more secular?
Here are some suggestions.
1. It begins with a grounding in a
covenant relationship with God : “I will
be your God, and you will be my people” (Lv 26:12). If the Lord is not at the
center of our lives as individuals, God
will not be at the center of our family
life.

Stamp Art

The Vatican's 2015 Christmas
stamps feature a manuscript
illumination of the Holy Family by
an unknown artist from the 15th
century. The image is from the
Codices Urbinates Latini 239
(1477-1478) at the Vatican Library.
(CNS photo/courtesy Vatican
Philatelic and Numismatic Office)

2. A family must be connected to a
life of prayer. This includes participation in the sacramental life of the
church. Prayer is what puts us in relationship with God. It is to the spiritual
life what water is to the physical life.
Prayer must encompass family life. If
meals and bedtime are the only times
parents pray with their children, what
message is being sent about a true relationship with God?
3. Are children being taught about
the Bible? It is the parents’ personal responsibility to attend to the spiritual and
moral development of their children.
Parents are the first (primary) teachers
of their children in the faith. Jesus knew
the Hebrew Scriptures very well, not
because he was God, but because it was
a part of his family life. Imagine what
the world might be like if children grew
up learning a variety of verses from the
Bible along with the nursery rhymes.
4. There must be honor, reverence
and respect for all members of the family. Do we really see each other as very
sacred? Do children see their parents as
sacred and vice versa? Do we see our
brothers or sisters as sacred, as gifts to
one another? To show reverence and
honor means to see each other as gifts
even when we don’t agree with them.
Many families fall apart today and marriages end because the sacredness of the
other is not honored.
One sign of respect and honor is how
we listen to one another. Do we really
listen to one another; children to their
parents; parents to their children? Lis-
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tening is not easy. We often listen with
our own agenda, meaning that when
someone is speaking to us we are thinking more about what our reply will be.
5. At the core of any healthy, holy,
family life is unconditional love — a
love expressed through heart-felt compassion, kindness, humility, patience
and forgiveness. The words, “I am
sorry. Will you please forgive me?” are
perhaps the most important words in all
family relationships.
6. The word family comes from a
Latin root famulus, which means servant. Family is that place where each
serves the other, placing the needs, interests, desires and delights of the other
before their own.
Families are never perfect and don’t
have to be. There will be joys and happiness, sorrow and suffering. What
makes a family holy is each of us answering our own call to holiness and
then striving within our own family to
share love, honor and respect for one
another, always seeking the good of another.
As we celebrate the Incarnation and
move into the New Year, take time to
reflect upon your own family, the many
good aspects as well as the imperfections. Take time for family prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to bless what is good
and to heal and restore what human nature cannot do on its own. Trust that
Christ, who was born into this world to
save us, will do his healing work. May
God richly bless you and your family.

Bishop’s Calendar
is on page 4
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Contest winners selected
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This is the second year Bishop Robert Gruss held an art contest to determine
the cover of his Christmas card. It was open to students in grades K-12 throughout the Diocese of Rapid City. Ninety-six young artists submitted 8.5 x 11” drawings and paintings.
As part of the incentive to enter, Bishop Gruss offered to have a pizza party
with the winners and their parents. It has been scheduled for January 16. Also, the
first place entry received a $25 gift card, second place received a $15 gift card
and the third place winner garnered a $10 gift card.
As entries were submitted, they were given a number to ensure anonymity and
scanned onto a disc for the five judges. Judges for the 2015 contest included
Bishop Gruss; Becky Berreth, assistant editor of the West River Catholic and social media specialist; John Fenske of Fenske Media; Deacon Jim Scherr of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help; and Sr. Therese Marie Furois, OSB,
who teaches lessons in combining art with prayer at St. Martin Monastery.

WEST
RIVER

In honor of the

CATHOLIC

Jubilee
Year of Mercy
proclaimed by
Pope Francis
the Diocese of
Rapid City
will be holding a

Divine Mercy/Marian
Conference
“Do Whatever He Tells You”
—Jn 2:5

to be held at

Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City
on
Friday and Saturday,
Apr. 15-16, 2016
featuring

Fr. Chris Alar, director of the
Association of Marian
Helpers in Stockbridge, MA.
Everyone welcome!
For more information
please contact
Frank Birkholt at
fabhome@gwtc.net or
Fr. Mark McCormick at
mmccormick@diorc.org
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2nd
Place
Winner

Grace Mutchler, daughter of David and Peggy Mutchler, a 9th
grade home school student won 2nd place. They attend Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, Keystone.
3rd
Place
Winner
Skye Thomas,
Rapid City,
daughter of Vince
and Katherine
Thomas, is a
10th grade
student both at
home school and
Central High
School.They
attend the
Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual
Help Cathedral,
Parish.

Special thanks to
all the young
artists who
entered the 2015
contest.

4

WRC

Bishop’ s Calendar

December 15, 2015-January 18, 2016 — Subject to change without notice
December 15, Tuesday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Day of Mercy, Cathedral
December 16, Wednesday
11 a.m.–1 p.m. Invitational Open House, Bishop’s Residence
2-3 p.m. Open House for Benedictine Sisters, Bishop’s Residence
December 17, Thursday
Christmas Open House, Crazy Horse Memorial
December 18, Friday
11 a.m. Terra Sancta Guild Meeting for Priests, Terra Sancta
1 p.m. Presbyteral Council, Terra Sancta
5 p.m. Priests Social, Bishop Residence
December 19, Saturday
11 a.m. Deacons Social, Bishop’s Residence
December 20, Sunday
11 a.m. CT Mass, Opening the Holy Door for Year of Mercy,
St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis
5 p.m. Kino Jesuit Social, Sioux Spiritual Center
December 21, Monday
5:30 p.m. Seminarian Mass/Dinner, Cathedral/Bishop’s Residence
December 24, Thursday
10 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass, Cathedral
December 25, Friday
Christmas Mass — TBA
January 3, Sunday
9:30 a.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting, Immaculate Conception, Winner
10:30 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass, Immaculate Conception, Winner
January 4, Monday
8:30 a.m. School Mass, Feast of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Holy Cross Chapel,
Terra Sancta
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting, Cathedral Rectory
January 5, Tuesday
8: a.m. Diocesan Staff Mass/Breakfast, Terra Sancta
9:30 a.m. Department Head Meeting, Terra Sancta
6 p.m. Diocesan Finance Council Appreciation Dinner, Terra Sancta
January 7, Thursday
6 p.m. Diocesan Staff Social, Bishop’s Residence
January 16, Saturday
Noon Pizza Party for Art Contest winners & parents, Bishop’s Residence
3 p.m. Pilgrimage meeting, Cathedral Hall
January 18, Monday
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Chancery Closed
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Syrian refugees wait on the Syrian side of the border near Sanliurfa, Turkey,
June 10. Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Committee on Migration, says the United States should welcome
Syrian refugees and work for peace. (CNS photo/Sedat/Suna, EPA)

U.S. should welcome Syrian refugees, work for peace

BALTIMORE — Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, Chairman of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops Committee on Migration, issued a statement on
Syrian refugees during the Bishops’ annual General Assembly in Baltimore
Nov. 17.
Statement on Syrian Refugees and the Attacks in Paris
On behalf of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Migration, I offer my deepest condolences to the families of the victims of the November 13 attacks in Paris, France and to the French people. I add my voice to all
those condemning these attacks and my support to all who are working to ensure
such attacks do not occur again — both in France and around the world.
I am disturbed, however, by calls from both federal and state officials for an end
to the resettlement of Syrian refugees in the United States. These refugees are
fleeing terror themselves — violence like we have witnessed in Paris. They are
extremely vulnerable families, women, and children who are fleeing for their lives.
We cannot and should not blame them for the actions of a terrorist organization.
Moreover, refugees to this country must pass security checks and multiple
interviews before entering the United States — more than any arrival to the United
States. It can take up to two years for a refugee to pass through the whole vetting
process. We can look at strengthening the already stringent screening program,
but we should continue to welcome those in desperate need.
Instead of using this tragedy to scapegoat all refugees, I call upon our public
officials to work together to end the Syrian conflict peacefully so the close to 4
million Syrian refugees can return to their country and rebuild their homes. Until
that goal is achieved, we must work with the world community to provide safe
haven to vulnerable and deserving refugees who are simply attempting to survive.
As a great nation, the United States must show leadership during this crisis and
bring nations together to protect those in danger and bring an end to the conflicts
in the Middle East.

Annual Diocesan Appeal

December 2015
2015
November
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Accounting
Megan Hamer

Catering Services
Barb Fritz, Director
Ruth Allison,
Kitchen Manager & Head Chef
Shelby Anderson
Amanda Fritz
Margarita Giacometto
Cathy Hanson
Barb Phillipe
Director
Reeny Wilson

Event Coordinators
Holly Baughman
Lisa Fahey
Kelsey Koch
Samantha Hough
Stephanie Lindsley
Bob Thompson

Hospitality Services
Brett Beyer
Kerry Beyer
Hope Canaday
Paige Gehlsen
Sam Haug
Linda Hofer
Marianne Hofer
Michelle Obineche
Jill Potter
Megan Schlichte
Derrick Siemieniak
Elizabeth Wagner
Lisa Wattenhofer
Lizzy Werner
Michail Wilhelmi
Therese Wilhelmi
Kerry Wilson
Judy Zetah
Maintenance
Dan Brechtel

Spiritual Advisor
Fr. Mark McCormick

Follow
us on

http://terrasancta.org

stay@terrasancta.org

605-716-0925

The landscaping in front of the Holy Cross Chapel is more beautiful all
the time. Enviroscapes continues to provide great landscaping design
and care of the grounds. Deacon Walt Wilson completed the rock
columns that encase the former altar railings and installed the benches
along the center of the promenade to the main entrance of Holy Cross
Chapel. Although quiet for the winter, a new water feature will be
flowing again in the spring. Several trees were planted this fall during
the United Way Day of Caring. The trees were
made possible by memorials for Fr. Peter
As business has grown, thankfully,
Kovarik and his dad.

we have also expanded our staff
to meet the increased activity at
the retreat center.

We are blessed with an amazing
team, who see their work at Terra
Sancta as a true ministry. Most of
our staff is event based; meaning
they work when we have events.
This helps our bottom line, as we
are able to keep our personnel
expenses more in-line with our
income. We’re grateful for all our
employees: for their dedication to
ensuring our guests have great
experiences at the retreat center
and for being flexible with their
schedules to best meet the needs
of our many guests.

In January of 2015, we restructured
our staffing to provide more onsite management during events.
Subsequently, we hired one fulltime person (Holly Baughman)
and several part-time staff (Lisa
Fahey, Kelsey Koch, Samantha
Hough, Stephanie Lindsley and
Bob Thompson) to serve as Event
Coordinators. The ECs work in
partnership with our Catering &
Hospitality Services teams while
providing a main point of contact
for our guests. Additionally, Megan
Hamer joined our team as our
accounting assistant. As more and
more events take place at the
retreat center, we are in need of
additional event based staff. We
continue to hire as needed for
these positions.

Tony Berendse and a few folks from Berendse
& Sons power-washed the large stained glass
window on the façade of the main chapel and
then painted the trim. Not only does it look
great from the outside. The stained glass
is especially brilliant in the morning hours now
that sun can shine through without
construction dirt and grime blocking its path.

We were blessed with
many different teams
during the United Way
Day of Caring. One group
(picture above) helped
relocate the Mt. of
Beatitudes fire pit and
build more benches for
the area to better meet
the needs of the
Increasing number of girls
to participate in Totus Tuus!

OUR ADVISORS

The retreat center advisory
group met in the spring
with Lily Bruckner, EdD. Lily
facilitated a strategic
planning process for us pro
bono. We were then able
to submit updated mission
and vision statements, as
well as revised goals and
objectives to Bishop Robert
Gruss. in May. We look
forward to continuing to
make the retreat center
the place in western South
Dakota
where
God’s
people are able to “Come
Away and Rest in God.”

Sr. Lorane Coffin, OSB; Patty Cresalia;
Lisa Fahey; Tabitha Goodhouse;
Amy Julian; Luanne LIndskov;
Germain Little Bear; Fr. Mark
McCormick; Fr. Kerry Prendiville;
Susan Safford; Dcn. Greg Sass;
Nancy Sass; Robert Satter; Larry
Williamson; Reeny Wilson

THANK
YOU!

We’ve come a long way from our first year of
operation in 2012. We’ve grown from hosting a
few retreats each month to having three or
four events each weekend.
… with your continued support and use
of the retreat center, we’ve more than
tripled our income in just three fiscal years.
We are truly blessed.
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Drawing for Pie & Coffee
with Bishop Gruss
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I would like to invite you to consider
taking part in our third online survey,
which is on hospitality. I value your
insights and opinions. Please use the
computer link listed below. From those
who respond to the survey, I will randomly
draw the names of 50 individuals or a
combination of couples and individuals to total
50 people who will be invited to a gathering with
me for coffee and pie on Saturday, January 30, at Terra Sancta. Surveys must
be completed and submitted no later than January 19 to qualify for the drawing. Thank you for helping me shape the future of our lives together as faithful
stewards by living lives of hospitality, faith, and discipleship in our Catholic
way of life.

+Bishop Robert Gruss
Survey can be found online at:
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/stewardship

See Year of Mercy information on page 14.

$3,299 for the main trip
and $1,699 for the extension.
(Registrations received after Nov. 2 are
subject to airline ticket
availability and pricing.) See
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org
for more information

December 2015
December 15, Tuesday
sChristian

Prayer Labyrinth: Enter
into deeper relationship with Christ during
the season using the indoor Christian Prayer
Labyrinth at Terra Sancta. Open daily from
8 a.m.-4 p.m., December 15-31 (excluding
December 24-26).

December 18, Friday

sŚrodowisko Young Adult Group: Fellowship for young adults, single or married,
ages 18-35. Mass at 5:30 at Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City,
followed by caroling and a gift exchange.
Please keep gifts $10 or less. Next event,
January 30 ski trip. )Randy Vette 605-7165214 x228. 8www.facebook.com/rcyoung
adults.

December 21, Monday

Taizé: A celebration of
Christmas through song, scripture, and silence. Feature soloist Sandi Ohlen will lead
the service. Begins at 7 p.m., Holy Cross
Chapel, Terra Sancta.
sChristmas

December 23, Wednesday

sCentering Prayer: An hour of quiet re-

flection centered on the Lord. Sandi Ohlen
leads the contemplative prayer experience.
No experience necessary. Held Wednesdays
at 5 p.m. at Terra Sancta.

December 30, Wednesday

sWRC deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, January 19.
)605-343-3541 or 8lhallstrom@diorc.org
or 8bberreth@diorc.org

January 1, Friday

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Fri-

day Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and devotions. First Saturday, January 2, begins
with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8 a.m.

Events Schedule

Mass and exposition. Both in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.

January 4, Monday

sCatholics Returning Home: Six-week
series for non-practicing Catholics considering returning to the church. No charge.
Held Mondays, 7 p.m. at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
)Deacon Greg Sass 605-939-0579 or
8gsass@diorc.org or ReturningCatholics.
net.

January 7, Thursday

sThe Flame: Adoration, praise and worship, and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at
7 p.m., Terra Sancta. Podcasts can be found
at 8www.TheFlameRC.com.

January 8, Friday

sBishop’s

Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Fr. Michel Mulloy. Lunch $6.
Everyone welcome.

January 13, Wednesday

sTaizé:

Experience the sacred through
song, silence and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta.

January 14, Thursday

sBeginning

Experience Level 1 Separated, Divorced & Widowed Support
Group: Nine-week, non-denominational
group is open to all Christian men and
women who are hurting following a separation, divorce, or the death of a spouse. Begins at 7 p.m. St. Therese the Little Flower.
Registration fee: $30, scholarships available. )Amy at Family Life Ministries 605716-5214 x236.

January 15, Friday

sHeart to Heart Retreat Weekends for

the Engaged: For engaged couples to
deepen their relationship with each other
and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Attendance is
required for couples doing marriage prep in
the diocese. Ends January 17. Register online at terrasancta.org. )Amy 605-7165214 x236 or 8ajulian@diorc.org.

January 17, Sunday

sNatural

Family Planning: Seminar
for engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
To be held at Terra Sancta, from 1:30-3:30
p.m. Preregistration required. Next seminar,
February 21 at Terra Sancta. )Kathy at
Family Life Ministries, 605-716-5214 x220
or 8kcordes@diorc.org.
sRoe

January 22, Friday

v. Wade Memorial Observance:
Begins at 7 p.m., St. Therese the Little
Flower, Rapid City. Theme: “Mercy, Forgiveness, Healing.” Sponsored by Rapid
City Right to Life.

January 23, Saturday

sNPM

Winter Meeting: Held at St.

WRC

Patrick Church, Lead. Begins with registration at 9:30 a.m. Topics include small group
discussion on lessons learned from Lee
Gwozdz, Mass settings, and rounds/canons.
)Kathy Little )605-484-7818 or 8loving
trust@live.com.

January 25, Monday

s“Heal Your Grief” Bereavement Sup-

port Group: Eight-week, non-denominational support group for Christian adults
grieving the loss of a loved one. Begins at
7 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City. )Janece Rieman 605-343-5547 or
Amy 605-716-5214 x236.

January 29, Friday

sVocation

Weekend for Young
Women: An opportunity to spend time
with consecrated women and priests and
learn more about discernment and vocations. For young women ages 16-30.
)Shawna Hanson 605-716-5214 x233 or
8SHanson@diorc.org.
sRefuel: For all religious educators,
youth minsters, and anyone involved in
evangelization and catechesis. Begins at
5:30 p.m. and ends January 30 at 4:30 p.m.
See page 21 for more information.

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule

Jan 3: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School
Jan 4: Gideon International Rushmore
Camp/Auxiliary Meeting
Jan 5: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast;
Dept Head Meeting
Jan 6: Centering Prayer
Jan 7: The Flame
Jan 9: VSI Workshops; Westminster
Presbyterian Elder Retreat
Jan 10: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School
Jan 12: Young Life Leader Training
Jan 13: STM Business Interview Day; RCCSS
Admin Planning; Centering Prayer; Taizé
Jan 14: Birthright Meeting/Lunch
Jan 15-17: Heart to Heart; Scrapbook Camp
Jan 15-18: Mt Calvary Lutheran (Sioux Falls)
Student Fellowship Retreat
Jan 16: BHADA
Jan 17: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School
Jan 19: Young Life Leader Training
Jan 20: Centering Prayer
Jan 22: RCIS Executive Board Meeting
Jan 22-24: BHQG SOYO
Jan 24: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School
Jan 26: Young Life Leader Training
Jan 27: Centering Prayer
Jan 29-30: Refuel
Jan 29-31: Vocation Weekend for
Young Women
Jan 30: Cathedral of OLPH (Rapid City)
Confirmation Retreat; Stewardship Pie
Social with Bishop Gruss
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Jan 31: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School
Feb 1: Gideon International Rushmore
Camp/Auxiliary Meeting
Feb 2: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast;
All Staff Meeting; Young Life
Leader Training
Feb 3: Centering Prayer
Feb 4: The Flame
Feb 6: VSI Workshops; OLBH Confirmation
Retreat; Centering Prayer Workshop
Feb 7: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School
Feb 9: Young Life Leader Training
Feb 10: Centering Prayer
Feb 12-14: Vocations Discernment
Weekend for Men; Family Event
Feb 12-15: BH Area TEC
Feb16: Young Life Leader Training
Feb 17: Women’s Way of the Cross;
Centering Prayer; Taizé
Feb 19-21: Heart to Heart
Feb 20: BHADA; SJC Meeting;
RCIA Rite of Elect Retreat
Feb 21: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School
Feb 21-22: STM Junior Class Retreat
Feb 23: Young Life Leader Retreat
Feb 24: Women’s Way of the Cross;
Centering Prayer
Feb 25: Year of Mercy
Feb 26-28 VSI Basic Retreat
Feb 26-29: VSI Master Retreat;
Silent Retreat
Feb 28: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service/Sunday School

Columns

Witness your amazing story to all you meet
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In 2008, I was part of the 23rd World
Youth Day in Sydney, Australia. Many
of our youth and young adults who participated encountered the presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ in their lives in a
profound way — so profound that it
changed their lives forever. They met
the person of Christ in the power of the
Holy Spirit in a way they had never
known!
The theme for that WYD was taken
from Acts 1:8, “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses.”
At the heart of stewardship is the
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. In
the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter on
stewardship, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” they note stewardship
is “fundamentally the work of the Spirit
in our lives. When we accept our lives
as sheer gifts, the Spirit can use us as
instruments for spreading the Gospel.
Wherever the Spirit works, there is joy.
Good stewards are always the joyful
bearers of the Good News of salvation.”
I will never forget that 13-hour bus
ride from Melbourne to Sydney. Time
flew as I heard witness talk after witness talk from our youth, young adults
and adult leaders. Their amazing stories
of what Jesus was doing in their lives
gave me much hope. Their desire to
know Jesus and to live Jesus in their
lives was a powerful testimony that
changed my life.
Last summer, I had a similar experience on another bus trip, this time com-

ing back from the Steubenville of the
Rockies Conference in Denver. Hearing
our youth and adults testify and give
witness to one another of how they encounter the presence of Jesus in their
lives was electrifying.
It’s true. When you open your heart
to Christ and surrender to his will, you
will receive the power of the Holy
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit will touch
your heart — so much so that you will
want to testify, give witness and to
share this encounter with others.
I am not sure why we as Catholics
are so hesitant to testify and give witness to what Jesus is doing in our lives.
It seems that our relationship with
Christ becomes a private matter — a

matter between Jesus and me rather
than an encounter to be shared. That
sharing has the potential to ignite the
hearts of others through our own personal story of Jesus.
When Paul was in prison, he wrote a
letter to Philemon encouraging him to
be faithful to the Gospel so that its
power might be effective and bear fruit
in the lives of God’s people. In a sense
Paul is saying, “I pray that you may be
active in sharing your faith.”
The stewardship initiative in our diocese — through a life of generous hospitality, a lively faith and dedicated
discipleship — is nothing more than
sharing our faith in Christ with others.
It is all about being willing to be a witness and to testify to what the Lord is
doing in our lives. It is putting our faith
into practice.
Pope Francis, in a daily homily at the
Saint Martha House where he lives,
said that “living the Christian life is
simple: listen to God’s word and put it
into practice. These are the two conditions in order to follow Jesus, hear the
word of God and put it into practice.
This is the Christian life, nothing more
… simple, easy.”
This past year the Office of Stewardship has been developing a new
ministry in our diocese — the training
and sending out of lay witnesses to

Priest Assignments
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every parish. This past month some of
you experienced having lay witness
speakers in your parish. Our plan is that
every parish in our diocese will experience a lay witness speaker three times
year, with the hope of building up to
four times a year.
The purpose of the lay witness testimony is to inspire people to accept the
invitation to live a life as a Christian
steward through a life of generous hospitality, a lively faith, and a dedicated
discipleship. Lay witnesses have a simple message — to share their own personal stories of living the life of being a
faithful steward. Lay witnesses convey
powerful stories of transformation.
Hearing personal stories can lead to
changes of heart and bring about authentic conversion.
During the next several months, I
will go into more detail about this exciting new ministry in our diocese. Remember: “You will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you will be my witnesses.”

Bishop Robert Gruss has changed the appointment of Fr. Tim Hoag from administrator
to pastor of the parishes at Wall, Lakeside and Interior for a term of six years. His
assignment to the Tribunal will be unchanged.
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Good books recommended as Christmas gifts

It’s been a good reading year and I
highly recommend the following to
the readers on your Christmas (not
“holiday”) shopping list:
“God or Nothing,” by Cardinal
Robert Sarah (Ignatius Press): It was
the book being discussed at Synod2015 and with good reason, for this
interview-style autobiography of a life
of faith is moving, insightful, and a
wonderful testament to the fruits of
the European mission to Africa in the
early twentieth century. As African
Catholicism now challenges its Europarent to rediscover the gift of faith
that Europe once gave others, “God or
Nothing” is also an invitation to meet
a man whose service to the universal
church may not end with his current
post in the Roman Curia.
“Church of Spies: The Pope’s Secret War Against Hitler,” by Mark
Riebling (Basic Books): It’s scandalous that this deeply-researched
study of Pius XII’s involvement in
plots to depose Adolf Hitler has been
largely ignored by the mainstream
press, but the reason why isn’t hard to
guess — Church of Spies confounds
the “Hitler’s Pope” rubbish that
Catholic-bashers find useful. It’s a
great read, so give it on those grounds;
but it’s morally permissible if you
give it to annoy the New York Times.
“Vatican Council Notebooks,” by
Henri de Lubac (Ignatius Press):
There are many Vatican II memoirs
available, but Father de Lubac’s is
more even-tempered than Yves Congar’s “My Journal of the Council,”
(Liturgical Press); the de Lubac volume is also a model of editing and annotation. Louis Bouyer’s Memoirs
(Ignatius Press), recently published,
include some interesting nuggets
about Vatican II and its liturgical aftermath.
“How God Became King: The
Forgotten Story of the Gospels,” by
N.T. Wright (HarperOne): Sound, ac-

Cardinal Robert Sarah, president of
the Pontifical Council Cor Unum,
leaves the concluding session of the
extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the
family at the Vatican Oct. 18.
Columnist George Weigel recommends the cardinal’s book, “God or
Nothing.” (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

cessible biblical commentary that’s informed, but not distorted by historical
— critical scholarship, is always welcome, and the former Anglican Bishop
of Durham is its leading practitioner
in the Anglosphere. Give it to a
bishop, priest, and/or deacon on your
list, gently reminding him or them that
expository preaching is essential, and
that Dr. Wright is a master-guide to
breaking open the gospel text so that
we see the world more clearly through
it. How God Became King also makes
wonderful spiritual reading for Advent
or Lent.
“Truth Overruled: The Future of
Marriage and Religious Freedom,”
by Ryan T. Anderson (Regnery): Your
best guide to the debate that the
Supreme Court has tried to end, but
hasn’t.
“Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert
Walker Bush,” by Jon Meacham

(Random House): A splendidly
crafted, richly detailed reminder that
decency and chivalry were no obstacles to American high office in our
lifetime.
“Imperium and Conspirata,” by
Robert Harris (Gallery Books): Harris’s trilogy of novels about Cicero
will be completed in January with a
third volume, “Dictator,” there, our
hero runs afoul of the nasty Caesars,
Julius and Octavian, but that’s to get
ahead of the story. The first two volumes will whet the appetites of those
who relish first-rate historical fiction,
in preparation for the denouement.
“Devotion,” by Adam Makos (Ballantine): The story of the U.S. Navy’s
first African-American carrier pilot,
Jesse Brown, and his white squadronmate and friend, Tom Hudner, is
touching in its own right and a timely
antidote to the politically-correct madness of recent months on campuses
and elsewhere. If you can avoid choking-up while reading what President
Harry Truman said to Hudner when
presenting him the Congressional
Medal of Honor in the presence of
Jesse Brown’s widow, Daisy, you have
more emotional iron in you than I do.
“The Inimitable Jeeves; Very
Good, Jeeves; Right Ho, Jeeves;
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Thank You, Jeeves; The Code of the
Woosters; and Stiff Upper Lip,
Jeeves” by P.G. Wodehouse (Norton
or Touchstone): It’s going to be a
tough year, 2016; it’s impossible to
stay grumpy reading Wodehouse. So
start now, and invite lugubrious or distraught family and friends to the party.
And, if I may note my own two recent offerings: The revised and expanded “Letters to a Young
Catholic” (Basic Books) is intended
for the young from sixteen to (at least)
eighty-plus, while “City of Saints: A
Pilgrimage to John Paul II’s
Kraków” (Image) will, I hope, be
welcomed by all attending World
Youth Day-2016, in person or in spirit,
in print or in the all-color-photography
e-book.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. George Weigel’s column is distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the
official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3123.
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Compassion is the truth with sensitivity
Some years ago I was challenged by
a bishop regarding an article I’d written. We were talking in his office and
the tone eventually got a little testy:
“How can you write something like
that?” he asked. “Because it’s true,”
was my blunt reply. He already knew it
was true, but now, realizing that, he became more aware of his real agenda:
“Yes, I know it’s true, but that doesn’t
mean it should be said in that way in a
Catholic newspaper like ours. This isn’t
a university classroom or the New York
Times. It’s a diocesan newspaper and
that’s not the best context within which
to say something like that. It will confuse a lot of readers.”
I’m not immune to pride and arrogance and so my spontaneous reaction
was defensive. Immediately there were
certain voices in me saying: “I am only
saying what’s true. The truth needs to
be spoken. Why are you afraid to hear
the truth? Are we really doing people a
favor by shielding them from things
they’d rather not hear?”
But I’m glad I swallowed my pride,
bit my tongue, muttered a half-sincere
apology, and walked out of his office
without saying any of those things out
loud because, after my initial feelings
had subsided and I’d had a more sober
and prayerful reflection on our conversation, I realized he was right. Having
the truth is one thing, speaking it in a
place and a manner that’s helpful is
quite another. It’s not for nothing that
Jesus challenged us to speak our truth
in parables because truth, as T.S. Eliot
once quipped, cannot always be swallowed whole and the context and tone
within which it is spoken generally dictate whether it’s helpful or not to speak

it at a given time or to a given person.
Simply put, it isn’t always helpful, or
charitable, or mature, to throw a truth
into someone’s face.
St. Paul says as much in his Epistle
to the Romans in words to this effect:
We who are strong must be considerate
of those who are sensitive about things
like this. We must
not just please ourselves (Rom 15:1).
That can come
across as patronizing, as if Paul were
telling a certain
elite to tone down
some of their enlightened
views
and actions for the
sake of those who
are less enlightened, but that’s not
what’s at stake
here. Undergirding
this kind of admonition is a fundamental distinction
that’s critically important in our teaching, preaching, and
pastoral practice, namely, the distinction between Catechesis and Theology,
the distinction between nurturing and
shoring-up someone’s faith as opposed
to stretching someone’s faith so as to
make it more universally compassionate.
Catechesis is meant to teach doctrine, teach prayers, teach creeds, clarify biblical and church teachings, and
give people a solid, orthodox framework within which to understand their
Christian faith. Theology, on the other
hand, presupposes that those studying

Monthly Message From Our Lady

On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje
visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

“Dear children! Today I am calling all of you: pray for my intentions. Peace is in danger, therefore, little children, pray and be carriers of peace and hope in this restless
world where Satan is attacking and tempting in every way. Little children, be firm in
prayer and courageous in faith. I am with you and intercede before my Son Jesus for
all of you. Thank you for having responded to my call.”11/25/15

it are already catechized, that they already know their creeds and prayers
and have a solid, orthodox foundation.
Theology’s function, among other
things, is then to stretch its students in
function of giving them the symbolic
tools with which to understand their
faith in a way that leaves no dark, hidden corners into
which they are
afraid to venture
for fear of shaking
their faith. Catechesis and Theology
have
different
functions
and
must respect each
other since both
are
needed:
Young seedling
plants need to be
protected and gently nurtured; just
as older, mature
plants have to be
given the wherewithal to live and
thrive inside all
the environmental challenges in which
they find themselves.
Thus the challenge coming to me
from the bishop was, in effect, to be
more careful with my audience so as to
distinguish theology classrooms and
academic periodicals from catechetical
situations and church newspapers.
It carried too a special challenge to
humility and charity, such as was, for
example, shown by the scientist-
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philosopher, Pierre Teilhard de
Chardin: Elderly, retired, and in declining health, he still found himself “silenced” by the Vatican in that we has
forbidden to publish his theological
thoughts. But, rather than reacting with
anger and arrogance, he reacted with
charity and humility. Writing to his Jesuit Provincial, he acknowledges needs
beyond his own: “I fully recognize that
Rome may have its own reasons for
judging that, in its present form, my
concept of Christianity may be premature or incomplete and that at the present moment its wider diffusion may
therefore be inopportune. … (This letter) is to assure you that, in spite of any
apparent evidence to the contrary, I am
resolved to remain a child of obedience. Obviously, I cannot abandon my
own personal search — that would involve me in an interior catastrophe and
in disloyalty to my most cherished vocation; but I have ceased to propagate
my ideas and am confining myself to
achieving a deeper personal insight into
them.”
Recognizing the importance of sensitivity as to where and how we speak
the truth, Jesus advises: “Speak your
truth in parables.”
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Piedmont parish forms a strategy
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Father Steve Biegler and a 12-member Pastoral Planning Team have
mapped out a three-year pastoral plan
for Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish,
Piedmont. “We are involving people
and we are focused. We know where we
want to put our energy and resources,”
he said.
Along with Bishop Robert Gruss and
other priests of the diocese, Father
Biegler attended seven workshops of
Good Leaders, Good Shepherds given
by the Catholic Leadership Institute,
Wayne, Pa., from February 2014 to January 2015. The planning team members
were able to use institute recommendations and templates to help formulate
their goals.
“(A representative of the institute)
said we should have a renewed pastoral
plan every three-to-five years. To begin,
the team is focusing on communication,” he said. The team plans to distribute information through many
means — postcards, bulletins, newspaper, television, billboards, radio, Inter-

net and an upcoming electronic sign in
the narthex.
There are currently 540 families registered at the parish. According to a recent growth study in Piedmont, Black
Hawk and Summerset, between the
years 2012 and 2020, there is a projected population increase of 44 percent. According to Father Biegler the
parish is planning to expand religious
education classrooms, restrooms and
daycare space.
To date, the Pastoral Planning Team
has identified the sacred purpose of
their parish — to proclaim the joy of the
Gospel to all creation and transform
lives with the Father’s mercy. They
have also set goals — establish an
evangelization ministry team by Sep. 1,
2016; create and implement a plan to
raise awareness of Catholic social justice teaching by Jun. 1, 2017; identify
members willing to share their personal
faith story by Jun. 1, 2019; and by the
same date, increase the number of
parishioners participating in social jus-

tice activities and stewardship: by Jun.
1, 2019 — 160-180 individuals growing as disciples; 110-125 adults living
a stewardship lifestyle. The team will
meet one or two times a year for ongoing evaluation.
Inside their parish, the team wants to
increase outreach to inactive families,
prayer and faith formation. They would
also like to increase joyful hospitality,

retreats, and workshops. Outside the
church walls, the parishioners will expand their visibility in the community.
Plans call for more opportunities for all
parishioners to participate in Piedmont
Valley Ministerial Association activities, social justice projects, and outreach to the un-churched.
For a complete list of parish priorities go to www.olbh.org.

Sister Barb Bognschutz’s vocation
began very early in her life. “My family
life and my parents’ example planted
the seed and nurtured its growth beginning when I was young. We were a
family that went to Mass together every
Sunday and attended some services
during the week as well.
“My parents’ example of deepening
their faith and service to the church was
freely given and very evident. One example — my mom was the volunteer
parish secretary for 18 years,” she said.
She attended Catholic grade school
in Springfield, Ill., where she was
taught by several members of her community — the Springfield Dominicans.
“I often would ‘help’ the sisters clean
up their classrooms before school
opened. I was probably more of a hindrance but they let me come anyway,”
she said.

She attended Sacred Heart Academy,
again where the Dominican
Sisters
staffed some of the
positions.
“These interactions helped me
learn their prayerful
Sr. Barb
side and their play- Bogenschutz,
OP
ful side. I saw them
as human, happy, humorous, and
prayerful.
“My ‘ah ha’ moment came in my
junior year in high school. I was part of
a service group and at one meeting four
of the novices came and talked about
what life was like for them in the beginning years in the convent. I remember clearly standing in the kitchen at
home emptying the dishwasher with my
mom and telling her what the novices

had said. I said, ‘If you were thinking
about becoming a sister, they sure
would convince you.’ My mom asked
if was thinking about it, but I did not respond. I said to myself, ‘My gosh, I
think I am!’”
“I graduated from high school in
May and entered the Springfield Dominicans on Mary’s Birthday, Sep. 8,
1975,” she said.
Sister Barb had a great aunt who was
a Benedictine Sister and a couple
cousins who were Ursuline Sisters.
“I chose the Springfield Dominicans.
As a student, I grew to understand the
Four Pillars of Dominicans: community, prayer, study and preaching.
“Through 17 years of teaching, 15
years of Native American ministry and
a few other years of community ministry I have grown deeper in my vocation,” she said.

She is in her fifth year on the Pine
Ridge Reservation and her fourth year
as the Parish Life Coordinator at Our
Lady of the Sioux Church, Oglala. “I
continue to learn and grow as a person
and a religious from the people, culture
and ministry. The wisdom I experience
has touched me deeply and I try to let
this richness nurture and challenge me
as a person, a Catholic and religious in
today’s world.”

This postcard was mailed to all Piedmont parishioners recently.

2015 Year of Consecrated Life: Sr. Barb Bogenschutz, OP

For those who are seeking their direction in life she advises, “Let your vocation whether married, single or
consecrated life flow through your
openness to see with your heart, listen
to the message in the wind, act with
steps walking hand-in-hand with God.
“You will know when your deepest
desire is awakened and stirred into action. Your way will be blessed.”
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Catholic in the Countryside — a column from Catholic Rural Life

Features

Rural Women: Invaluable and irreplaceable
By Bishop Paul D. Etienne

One of the greatest privileges of being a bishop in
a rural diocese has been my ability to witness the incredible sacrifices people make to ensure their family,
their farm and their community thrive. Wyoming is a
great and beautiful state, but there are many factors
here — from harsh weather to the remoteness of rural
areas — that present challenges to living in the countryside.
Hollywood suggests that “rugged individualism,”
captured by someone who is strong, silent and set
apart, is the necessary characteristic for “making it”
in the countryside.
But I’ve found that the opposite is true.
“Making it” in rural America takes a group effort,
a willingness to sacrifice for the sake of another. The
Second Vatican Council teaches us that, because
we’re relational beings, one can fully discover his or
her true self only in a sincere giving of him or herself. I see this self-giving throughout my diocese, and
in a special way in our women.
Take, for instance, Roxie Harris, a rancher from
Wheatland, Wyo., whom I recently spoke with. While
her husband works a full-time job away from the
ranch to provide a needed income and insurance,
Roxie keeps the ranch going. She told me that it’s
hard work, but she does it because ranching offers a
good lifestyle that they want to preserve. The natural cycle of life keeps Roxie and her husband close to
God, and has provided a strong work ethic and solid
values for their daughter.
Roxie is just one example of the many women in
rural America who give tirelessly of themselves for
the building up of society and their families. These
women care for creation as well as the human family,
and their gift of self has passed on the faith to many
through the ages.
I think of the women who are wives, mothers, and
sisters; religious and lay women who share so much
love for the building up of the church. They have
cared for the home, raised children, taught the faith,
supported their parishes, worked the farms and
ranches, and shown the way for so many of us to
grow in virtue and holiness.
The impact of such hard-working and loving
women is perhaps felt most within the family. Pope
Francis spoke of the origins and reality of such love
during an impassioned address to the participants at
the recent World Meeting of Families when he said

‘She told me
that it’s hard
work, but she
does it because
ranching offers
a good lifestyle
that they want
to preserve.’
that families united in love create “a society of goodness, of truth and of beauty.”
St. John Paul II taught in his 1988 Apostolic Letter “On the Dignity and Vocation of Women” that
“Christ’s attitude to women confirms and clarifies, in
the Holy Spirit, the truth about the equality of man
and woman. One must speak of an essential ‘equality,’ since both of them — the woman as much as the
man — are created in the image and likeness of God.
Both of them are equally capable of receiving the outpouring of divine truth and love in the Holy Spirit.
Both receive his salvific and sanctifying ‘visits’”
(Mulieris Dignitatem #16).
While men and women are equal in dignity, we
also know that they are distinct, and that human life
is incomplete if it’s lacking one or the other. St. John
Paul articulated a “feminine genius,” referring to the
unique and distinctive characteristics that women
possess as women. Part of the feminine genius is the
ability of women to receive these sanctifying “visits”that St. John Paul talks about; their openness to
others, and their great capacity to share compassion,
love, care and concern, be that for the gifts of creation
or especially their love for God and their neighbor.
So thank you, rural women, for sharing your many
gifts and for the invaluable and irreplaceable contribution you make to the church, your families and
your communities.
Bishop Etienne, the bishop of the Diocese of
Cheyenne, is the president of Catholic Rural Life, a
national organization dedicated to applying the
teachings of Jesus Christ and his church to rural
America. CRL devoted its most recent magazine
issue to “Rural Women”; you can view it at
catholicrurallife.org
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New children’s books
make great Christmas gifts

By Regina Lordan
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The following books are suitable for Christmas giving:

“Kristoph and the First Christmas Tree” by
Claudia Cangilla McAdam, illustrated by Dave Hill.
Paraclete Press (Brewster, Massachusetts, 2015). 32
pp., $16.99
A young boy, a priest and one powerful blow to an
oak tree begin this legendary story of how the first
Christmas tree came to be.
Children will enjoy the detailed illustrations and exciting story about how a
group of pagans were
shown the power of God by
the strength of St. Boniface. The story explains
why the evergreen tree is
a part of the Christmas
tradition and includes a
prayer based on the words
of St. Boniface. Ages 4-6.
“Just for Today” by St.
John XXIII, illustrated by Bimba Landmann. Eerdmans
Books for Young Readers (Grand Rapids, Michigan,
2015). 34 pp., $16.
Bimba Landmann brings to life with colorful and intriguing illustrations St. John XXIII’s decalogue of how
to live each day humbly, politely and lovingly toward
God and others. Affectionately known as “the good
pope,” St. John wrote guidelines that are obtainable,
direct, sweet and simple enough for children to follow. The hardcover book is a keepsake that will open
the discussion about this pope who courageously had
saved the lives of Jews during the Holocaust and was
canonized by Pope Francis in 2014. Ages 4 and up.

“Brother Giovanni’s Little Reward: How the
Pretzel Was Born” by Anna Egan Smucker, illustrated
by Amanda Hall. Eerdmans Books for Young Readers
(Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2015). 32 pp., $17.
Brother Giovanni was a happy monk who loved to
bake. He enjoyed his simple role as baker at the
monastery until he was tasked to teach a group of
unruly students their prayers before an important visit
from the local bishop. But the joyful monk was unsuccessful at being stern and could not control the rowdy
bunch. One night it dawned on him to bake his way to
success, and Brother Giovanni made little rewards out
of salt and dough called pretiolas to entice the children to learn their prayers. Alas, the boys and girls
couldn’t resist the pretiolas and they learned their
prayers just in time. All readers will enjoy this fun
story and beautifully illustrated hardcover book. Ages
4-8.
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Vocations Office update

(Above) Randy Vette, director of youth and young
adults; Todd Vander May; Andrew Sullivan,
seminarian; Roy Casteel; Christian Weaver; Robert
Kinyon, seminarian; Mark Wesolick; and Fr. Mark
Horn, Spearfish; pose for a photo during a visit to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary, Winona, Minn.
in November. (Left) Zane Pekron, Theology I, was
admitted into candidacy October 1, at St. Paul
Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. His rite of admission to
candidacy formalizes Bishop Robert Gruss’ acceptance of him as a candidate for future ordination.

Sponsorship
Invitation
When You Sponsor ...
... You Share In The Pope’s
Holy Year Of Mercy!

Please join us in our
mission of service
by sponsoring
the Palm Sunday
Brunch on
March 20, 2016,
beginning at
12 Noon at the
Ramkota
Convention Center
in Rapid City.
Your sponsorship helps defray
brunch expenses, allowing
Catholic Social Services
to direct all proceeds raised
during the event to those in
need of CSS services

Keynote Speaker
Dr. Jonathan J. Reyes
Executive Director of
the Department of
Justice, Peace and
Human Development
of the US Conference
of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB)

As a Major Sponsor ...

You are cordially invited to attend a reception

Saturday evening,
March 19, 2016

You will have the opportunity to meet
Bishop Robert D. Gruss,
and Dr. Jonathan J. Reyes,
our keynote speaker for the
Palm Sunday Brunch

529 Kansas City Street l Rapid City, SD 57701 l (605) 348-6086 l toll free (800) 727-2401
fax (605) 348-1050 l css@cssrapidcity.com l www.CatholicSocialServicesRapidCity.com (PayPal)

WRC

13

(Above) Avery Craven, Karmen Horton, Teresa Derrickson, Jackie Kuhn,Hannah Dillon, BreAnna Dillon, and Rose Kinyon pose with the Marian Sisters on a
Nun Run in early November. Father Mark McCormick accompanied the seven
women from the diocese to three communities of religious sisters in Lincoln,
NE: Marian Sisters, School Sisters of Christ the King, and the Pink
Sisters — a cloistered order. (Courtesy photos)

$2,000

$1,000

$1,500

$500

Major Sponsorship Levels

Saint’s Circle

Sacred Circle

Holy Circle

Bishop’s Circle

Yes, I would like to help CSS fulfill its mission by sponsoring the annual Palm Sunday Brunch.

o I have enclosed a check in the amount of: $
Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

City, State, Zip:

o

I will pay by credit card:___MC___VISA Acct #: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Print name exactly as it appears on this card
Billing address

Amount to be charged: $

o

o Please bill me: $

Card expiration date

City

Signature:

State

Zip

Phone (incl. area code)

I have paid via PayPal online at www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com — Palm Sunday Brunch

Number of complimentary tickets to the brunch: Adults:

Children under 10:

I cannot be a major sponsor at this time, but I have enclosed a check for $
Catholic Social Services provide critical services.

As a major sponsor, you will be recognized in the Palm Sunday
event program, at the brunch, and in the CSS quarterly newsletter.

to help

CSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS: President, Susan Meyer; Vice President, Susan Raposa;
Secretary, Lisa Kendrck Wesolick; Treasurer, Cassie Ward; Executive Director, Jim Kinyon
DIRECTORS: Bishop Robert Gruss, Cassie Ward, Susan Meyer, Jon Kellar, Rick Soulek,
Lisa Kendrick Wesolick, David DiMaria, Susan Raposa , Dr. Steven Massopust, Brenda Wills,
Deacon Marlon Leneaugh, Sherri Raforth, and Matt Stone

Serving people of all faiths in western South Dakota
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Thursday, January 28, 2016

Day of Mercy — in each parish

Upcoming Events
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Rapid City Presentations (7 p.m.):
Speaker: Jeanne Harper
Topic: Corporal Works of Mercy
St. Therese the Little Flower Church

February 27, 2016 — Cathedral
Pilgrimages

Topic: Reconciliation & Forgiveness
Speaker: Bishop Robert Gruss

January Saints of Mercy
St. Vincent de Paul & St. Louise de Marillac

Love and care for the poor marked the lives of
both St. Vincent de Paul and St. Louise de Marillac.
St. Vincent was born into poverty in sixteenth century France. He responded to a call to the priesthood,
but his life took an unexpected turn after his
ordination when he was captured by pirates while
on a short sea voyage. He was sold into slavery in
Africa and for years served a benevolent and aged
Muslim who offered to make him his heir if he
converted to Islam. Vincent prayed to the Lord and
the Virgin Mary for the protection of his own faith.
When the old man died, Vincent became the
property of the man’s nephew, who sold him to
another Muslim, a convert from Christianity. One of
this man’s three wives learned about Christianity
from Vincent, and, although she did not convert, she
reproached her husband for abandoning the faith of
his childhood. He repented and went with Vincent to
Spain where he was reconciled to the church and
joined a religious community. Vincent, now free,
returned to France where he once again served the
community as a priest. He dedicated himself to both
the spiritual and material needs of the people,
hearing confessions, preaching and teaching, and
serving the sick and the poor.
In France, Vincent founded the Congregation of
the Mission, more commonly known as the
Vincentians, priests and laymen who take vows and
devote themselves to their own spiritual
sanctification and to bringing sinners to Christ,
preaching, teaching, and committing themselves to
works of mercy. There he met Louise de Marillac, a
woman who also had a great love and faithful
commitment to the poor. Louise, as a young woman,
had felt a desire to enter religious life, but her
spiritual director discouraged her from this path, so
instead she married and had a son. After her

husband died, Louise, who had always been tireless
in her works of mercy, began to join the work of the
Vincentians in their apostolate of charity. Together,
Vincent and Louise founded the Congregation of
Sisters of Charity, a religious community of sisters
who give their lives to the service of the poor and
the sick. In this great Year of Mercy, these two great
saints form a model of fellowship and community
given over to charity.

Prayers to the Saints of Mercy
St. Vincent de Paul

Noble Saint Vincent de Paul, beloved servant of the
poor, may we follow your example and do good
works among those whom society has abandoned,
enslaved, or forgotten. Inspire us to feed the hungry,
to love a child, to provide comfort and medicine to
the sick, to clothe those whose garments are
threadbare, and to offer hope and our Lord’s words
to all who need respite. Pray for us to our beloved
God that we may commit ourselves selflessly to
doing the same charitable acts that you did all your
life, and intercede with him that we may have the
favor of his guidance and strength and love upon
this important and meaningful work. Amen.

St. Louise de Marillac

O God, You inspired St. Louise de Marillac with a
great love for the poor and abandoned. Grant us the
grace to serve those whose lives touch ours with the
same spirit of love and courage in these challenging
times. May the Company of the Daughters of
Charity continue to grow and multiply throughout
the world so that the poor will know God's love in a
tangible way. We ask this through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

Vincent de Paul
by Bernardino Gagliardi,1609-1660

Find us online:
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Jubilee-year-of-mercy
www.facebook.com/
DiorcYearofMercy

December 2015

Columns

A higher standard for people than for cats and dogs

Sometimes people will point out:
“We euthanize our pets when they suffer, and they are clearly creatures of
God, so why can’t we euthanize a sick
and suffering person who wants it? It
seems like we treat our dogs and cats
better than we treat our suffering family members.”
The way we treat animals, however,
should not be the measure of how we
treat fellow human beings. We keep
animals as pets, but we don’t do the
same with humans. We use animals to
make clothing and food, but we don’t
do the same with humans. For all our
similarities to the rest of the animal
kingdom, we are aware of a fundamental difference in kind between ourselves and our furry friends. We are
not meant to die just as animals do, or
be euthanized as they are. The death
of a human is a more complex event
that has other important realities associated with it.
In euthanizing a cat or dog, an assessment about the nature of the creature is rolled up into our decision to
proceed. Our pets seem to process the
world around them mostly in terms of
pleasure and pain, oscillating between
these two poles as they instinctively
gravitate towards pleasurable experiences, and engage in “mechanisms of
avoidance” when they come up
against pain or discomfort. Animals
lack that uniquely human power to
reason about, resign themselves to,
and allow good to be drawn out of
pain. Animals can’t do much else in
the face of their suffering apart from
trying to skirt around it, escape the sit-

uation, or passively endure it. Because
of our strong sense of empathy, humans find it more emotionally acceptable to “put the animal to sleep,”
rather than watch it suffer a long and
agonizing death.
But it would be false empathy, and
a false compassion, to promote the
killing or suicide of suffering family
members. As human beings, we have
real moral duties, and better options,
in the face of our own pain and tribulations. On an instinctual level, we
tend to recoil and do our best to avoid
suffering, just like animals. But we are
able to respond in a way that animals
cannot, and even willingly accept our
suffering, which is unavoidably part of
the fabric of our human existence.
None of us lives out our life without
encountering some suffering, even if it
may be purely internal, like the agony
that comes from loneliness, isolation,
depression, or rejection. Every person
must, in one way or another, confront
suffering along the trajectory of life,
and human maturity is partially measured by how we deal with suffering.
Those who live with serious disabilities, through their determined and
beauty-filled lives and example, remind us every day of the good that
can be drawn from suffering. The way
they deal with their struggles manifests the depths of what it is to be authentically human. It is precisely
disability, with its disfigurement, impairment, vulnerability and dependence, that challenges us to grasp the
outlines of our human journey in a
less superficial way, and to value

human life and protect human dignity
in sickness as well as in health. Victoria Kennedy spoke to this same point
when describing Senator Kennedy’s
final months:
“When my husband was first diagnosed with cancer, he was told that he
had only two to four months to live.
… But that prognosis was wrong.
Teddy lived 15 more productive
months. … Because that first dire prediction of life expectancy was wrong,
I have 15 months of cherished memories. … When the end finally did
come—natural death with dignity—
my husband was home, attended by
his doctor, surrounded by family and
our priest.”
As human beings, we reach beyond
the limits that suffering imposes by a
conscious decision to accept and grow
through it, like the athlete or the Navy
seal who pushes through the limits of
his exhaustion during training. We
enter into an awareness of something
greater behind the veil of our suffering
when we come to accept it as an integral component of our human condition.
We also give positive example,
strength and encouragement to the
younger generation as they witness
our response to, and acceptance of,
our own suffering. Our trials and

WRC

15

tribulations also teach us about our reliance on God and the illusions of selfreliance.
On the other hand, if our fear of
suffering drives us to constant circumlocution and relentless avoidance,
even to the point of short-circuiting
life itself through euthanasia or physician-assisted suicide, we can miss
those mysterious but privileged moments that invite us to become more
resplendently human, with all the
messiness, awkwardness and agonies
that are invariably part of that process.
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work
at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.
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Gratitude is critical to our relationship with others and the world

In his recent encyclical, Laudato Si,
Pope Francis continually emphasizes
the theme of gratitude, reminding us
that gratitude is critical to our relationship with the natural
world and our fellow
human beings. Gratitude
enables us to see the interconnectedness of all
created things and the sacredness of human life,
because all are gifts from
God.
Simply put, gratitude
is the natural response to
a gift. Gratitude arises
when we receive something that has been freely
given to us, or something
positive that has been
done for us.
When we consider the
beauty of the natural world and the preciousness of human life, it’s important
to recognize them as gifts from God. In
this way we cultivate a sense of respect
for all created things, beginning with
the human beings created in the very
image and likeness of God — thereby
building up a culture of life at all levels.
The opposite of gratitude is to take
everything for granted, to have a sense
of entitlement. In a culture of death,
where changing values such as health,
youth, beauty, and strength are taken as
the norm or idolized to the exclusion of
deeper values, people assume that the
good things of the earth — even other

people — can be grasped at and controlled for personal benefit. This mindset advances the false and destructive
idea that anyone inconvenient can (and
should) be eliminated for a more
ideal world…
We must also reject the “throwaway” culture that
says some people
are disposable …
Echoing Pope Francis’ thoughts, we
can recognize that a
human being is not
a “problem” to be
solved, but a gift
and mystery. Instead of viewing
other humans as
(Photo by CNS) problems — particularly the poor, the elderly, the sick and
the unborn — we should view them as
persons with dignity who need our help
and compassion. The acceptance of the
vulnerable makes the world a more
human and welcoming place to live in,
which is closer to an “ideal world” than
any “throwaway” society could be.
Let us have gratitude for God’s gift
of life and for the beautiful world he has
given us. May we always be stewards
of the earth, respecting creation by living responsibly and joyfully, never taking the natural world for granted. And
may we always cultivate respect for
human life by helping others embrace
their dignity, never treating them as

burdens or taking them for granted. For
each of us is a masterpiece of God’s
creation, and worthy of love.

Kimberly Baker is Programs and
Projects Coordinator, USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities.

Social Justice Commission Education Committee

The SJC Education Committee helps expand understanding of all Catholic
social teaching and issues for SJC members, parishes, and the laity of the
Diocese of Rapid City, according to Amy Julian, Family Life Ministries
director and ex-officio commission member from the northern hills. “Part of
this education” she says, “is eradicating the myth that Social Justice somehow
undermines the Right to Life issues or other issues concerning human dignity.
To the contrary, all Catholic social teaching is based on and inseparable from
our understanding of human life and human dignity. In fact, our first diocesan
workshop in 2014 dealt with the building blocks of Social Justice, those of
human life.”
The recent October workshop expanded on that theme, addressing how to
uphold human dignity by building a more just society. In addition, the SJC
distributes USCCB Respect Life materials to parishes and legislators and
promotes life issues in West River Catholic articles.
Julian, in summing up the committee’s efforts, said, “A firm knowledge of
the beauty of Catholic social teaching enables Catholics to more confidently
enter into today’s conversations about the poor and the marginalized, the hungry and the stranger in any secular or civil arena. Jesus called us to minister to
the least among us, and Catholic social teaching explains how to do just that.”

40 Days for Life campaign results

During this fall’s campaign, 611 babies’ lives were spared from abortion
and 9 abortion workers quit their jobs.
Since starting in 2007, 40 Days has
saved 11,165 babies, 127 workers
have left, and 64 abortion centers have
closed. These peaceful prayer campaigns have involved 675,000 participants and 18,000 churches in 607
cities and 32 nations.
The 40 Days for Life campaign is a

community-based campaign that takes
a determined, peaceful approach to
showing local communities the consequences of abortion in their own
neighborhoods, through the use of a
three-point program: Prayer and fasting, Constant vigil, and Community
outreach.
40 Days for Life report, 11-23-15,
https://40daysforlife.com/results/.

In Your Prayers

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Ordinations: January 3, 1984, Fr. Wm. Zandri,
January 6, 1977, Fr. Robert Baden; January 17, 1982, Fr. John Lule; January 18, 1982,
Fr. Michael Hight. Birthdays: January 21, Fr. Tyler Dennis; January 22, Fr. Riccardo Pennati; January 23, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ; January 26, Fr. Andrew Benso. Necrology: January 2, 1973, James Weithman; January 4, 1955, Edward Henault; January 7, 1979,
Dominic Padula; January 12, 1961, Michael Conley; January 13, 1999, Bishop Lawrence
Welsh; January 14, 1964, John Connolly; January 15, 2014, Raymond Deisch; January
16, 1946, Raymond O’Hora; January 16, 1978, Othmar Buerkler, OSB; January 17, 2004,
Collins Jordan; January 21, 1957, John Novak; January 23, 1951, John O’Reilly; January 25, 1990, James Donahoe; January 26, 1955, Edward McGonigal; January 26, 1960,
Walter Pascal; January 26, 1962, Gerhard Stakemeier; January 30, 1998, William McKenney, SJ; January 31, 1959, Charles Virnig; January 31, 2005, Dale Kutil.
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Strengthening Families Ties

The community of Rapid City needs help to be prosperous
By Kelsie Lawrence
Catholic Social Services
Prosperity Initiative
Community Liaison

The Prosperity Initiative plans to
begin a new Mentor Program
by mid-February 2016. Participants received education regarding the stereotypes
surrounding poverty and information
to help eliminate barriers. The Mentor
Program will assist individuals, living
in poverty, who are interested in work-

ing to obtain a skill, trade or education. The goal is that participants will
be able to earn a livable wage thus assisting them in breaking the cycle of
poverty for them and their children.
We cannot do this alone
and are in need of your help.
Mentors are given ongoing
support and education.
The November 2015 issue of West
River Catholic highlighted several
“ideas for celebrating the Jubilee Year
of Mercy.” One of the ideas listed was

to “find ways to live out the Works of
Mercy through service in your parish
and community.” The Prosperity Initiative offers an amazing opportunity
to do just that.
The individuals battling poverty
want what we all want: opportunities
to provide for their families in a manner that will lead to independence and
prosperity in all areas of their life.
They dream of a life in which they are
not having to choose between food for
their families and having a place to
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live; a life in which the constant state
of crisis, caused by poverty, is no
longer negatively impacting their children’s ability to succeed in school. We
are very hopeful, that if we all work
together, we can assist these individuals in achieving their goal of a better
tomorrow for their families.
For more information regarding the
Prosperity Initiative and ways in
which you can become involved,
please contact Kelsie Lawrence at
Catholic Social Services at 348-6086.

Prosperity Initiative:

The John T. Vucurevich Foundation seeks to invest in community
programs and partners that align collaborative approaches to
move people who aspire to break the cycle of poverty through a
continuum of success from cradle to career. Together we can
become a poverty informed community working from a common
framework to help people achieve prosperity.

Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora

Fall news updates from the St. Martin Benedictine community
By Sr. Florence
McManamen, OSB

sBy the time this issue of the WRC
is enjoyed by the reader, the Holy Year
of Mercy will have begun on Dec. 8.
Each day we will continue to experience God’s mercy in this “special year
of grace.”
sOn November 29, the church began
its new year with the season of Advent. The sisters entered this season of
anticipation, mystery and joy with the
daily Advent Liturgies for Mass and
the Liturgy of the Hours. Each
evening before the evening meal we
gather around the Advent wreath prepared by Sister Edna Marie Stephenson for the prayers and the lighting of
the candles.
sThe Benedictine Oblates of St.
Martin Monastery held their annual
retreat at the Monastery on Oct. 9-10.
Four of the oblates prepared an inspi-

rational conference on the theme of
Listening. “Listening with the ear of
the heart” is an important focus of the
Rule of St. Benedict. Sister Lorane
Coffin and Sister Therese Marie
Furois are the monastery coordinators
of the oblate program.
sFather Thomas Hillenbrand from
the Benedictine Monastery in
Schuyler, Neb., was our chaplain from
Oct. 10-Nov. 8. It was great having
Father Hillenbrand here for our daily
Masses, the sacrament of the anointing the infirm ceremony, the renewal
of those who serve as eucharistic ministers and the installation of Sister
Samantha Chamley as an eucharistic
minister.
sOn Oct. 10, Sister Carol Kovarik
and myself attended the 50th
anniversary of St. Margaret School in
Riverton, Wyo., where we had taught.
Many former pastors, administrators,

staff and families came to the Mass,
dinner and other activities.
sRecently, the Seton Singers
entertained the sisters and employees
with a variety of songs. Also, a group
of students from St. Elizabeth Seton
School who practice sign language in
an after school commitment signed
songs for the sisters. We enjoyed the
the school’s Christmas Concerts and
look forward to more visits from the
students.
sOn Wednesday evenings Sister
Carol Kovarik leads a group of sisters
in the study of the Bible aided by a

DVD, questions and discussion. Sister
Therese Marie Furois conducts
occasional Prayerful Painting Classes
for lay people and the sisters. Sister
Therese Marie’s explanation of
contemplation, the practice of
contemplation while painting a theme
to music, and the sharing of each
person’s work at the end of the class
contribute to a very peaceful,
inspiring day. Sister Marmion Howe
continues to meet with a group for
Centering Prayer each Thursday and
holds a monthly session on Centering
Prayer.
Benedictine Sisters pray
around the Advent wreath
evenings before dinner during
Advent. Sr. Edna Marie
Stephenson, at left, prepared
the wreath this year. (Courtesy
photo)
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Apalachee chose martyrdom over giving up their faith
By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

On October 12, a Mass was celebrated at the site that will become
known as the, “Shrine of Mary, Queen
of the Martyrs.” This location marks
the site of the first shrine to Mary in the
United States and was originally
known as “Shrine of our Lady of Le
Leche” in St. Augustine, Florida. This
is the place of the brutal massacre of
Antonio Cuipa and 81 companions.
The Mass began the cause for canonization for the Martyrs of La Florida.
The site is a short distance from U.S.
Hwy 90 known as “El Camino Real” or
the King’s Highway. This road once
strung together, like a string of rosary
beads, the Spanish missions in Florida.
The road was used to spread the Gospel
of Christ to all the indigenous villages
along the way. It was also along this
same road that atrocities were committed against Apalachee people by the
Protestant English king, in the name of
conquest and colonization. It’s difficult
to imagine the violence that entered

their world as they were brutally and
savagely murdered.
Antonio Cuipa was an Apalachee
Native from San Luis Mission who was
converted to Catholicism by Franciscan
missionaries. His martyred companions
included other natives, Franciscan friars and Jesuit and Dominican missionaries. Cuipa was a leader among his
people and served as a catechist. He
was killed for what he believed in.
At the conclusion of Mass, Cuipa’s
life was recounted and a framed rendering of his vision was displayed. His
vision occurred while being tortured
and hanging from a cross with fire
burning at his feet, Mary appeared to
him and he was heard saying to those
being tortured with him: “Our Lady is
near, be strong, be strong. Our Lady is
here with us.”
In his homily, Bishop Gregory
Parkes said of the Martyrs; “they gave
their lives in witness of the faith. We
pray that they might inspire us to live
more holy lives, always for the glory of
God.” They chose martyrdom rather
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Lynn Mangan takes an oath near Tallahassee, Fla., Oct. 12 to fulfill her duties as vice
postulator for the cause of canonization of Antonio Cuipa and Companions.
(CNS photo/Woody Huband, St. Augustine Catholic)

than renounce the faith they had accepted and they died knowing their belief was worth dying for.
At a dinner following the Mass,
Bishop Filipe Estevez spoke and said;
“We want to promote the martyrs of
Florida because we want to know their
stories accurately, establish the historical facts, and when approved by Holy
Mother Church, we want to seek their
intercession. As they were victims for
their religious freedom — today we
need their courage to stand firm in the
current waves of secularism and subtle
persecution.”
Bishop Estevez continued, “The one

faith is expressed in different ways.
There can be no question of adulterating the Word of God or of emptying the
cross of its power, but rather of Christ
animating the very center of all cultures. Not only is Christianity relevant
to these Indian people, but Christ in the
members of his body, is himself Indian.”
The La Florida Martyrs remind us
how all cultures and races are called to
serve God. He chooses the lowly and
the down trodden to show us examples
of courage in faith.
Source: thecompassnews.org
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Consecrated seculars live
in the ordinary world
By WRC Staff

News

According to the United States Conference of Secular Institutes, consecrated
seculars are the fastest growing vocation in the Catholic Church. There are 200
secular institutes worldwide that are recognized by the Vatican and they have
60,000 members. Professed members take vows of chastity, poverty and obedience. They live their vocations while continuing their everyday lives and most reside in their own homes.
Julie Gladfelter, a member of Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, has joined
the secular institute, Caritas Christi. It was founded in France in 1937; the U.S.
headquarters are in Rockaway Point, N.Y.
She found Caritas Christi while looking online. “I was
searching for some way I could give my life to Christ in a
more complete way.
“I was away from the church for 28 years. I came back
in 2006 and had a profound encounter with Christ in reconciliation and my life just changed then.
“It took a few years, but I knew I wanted to give my life
to Him. I just didn’t know how — what direction to go,”
she said.
While exploring third orders — lay people affiliated with
Julie Gladfelter
religious orders who live the charism of the order — she
found a letter in a diocesan newspaper from a woman in
Texas who was able to live her life in her own environment and was a member of
a secular institute.
She went to the USCSI Website and found Caritas Christi — the same order
to the woman in Texas belonged. She wrote to the organization for more information. Gladfelter also looked at other secular institutes in the U.S., but Caritas
Christi appealed to her.
“We follow their constitution and we are like a fraternal community,” she said.
They stay in touch with one another through bulletins, email, and phone calls.
Caritas Christi has about 50 members in the U.S. Each member goes though a
period of formation and is assigned a sponsor to help them. Last June, Gladfelter
was one of three women who had their first dedication (profession of vows) in
Schuyler, Neb., at the Caritas Christi annual retreat.
Discussing how she lives her vow of poverty, she said, “It’s a challenge for me
to figure that out. I can’t give up everything I own because I don’t have the support of a community. I am learning how to use the possessions I have, not to want
more than I need, and to share what I have when I can.”
Secular Institutes emphasize prayer and frequent participation in the sacraments
of Eucharist and reconciliation. She is also called to be a disciple in the world.
“I am trying to be an example to people I encounter daily whether it’s at work,
on the street, or at the store. I go to work everyday, being a witness in that environment to people who aren’t Catholics or don’t practice a faith — always having in my mind who I am, trying to be Christ to them — it is no different than
anyone else living out their baptismal promises,” said Gladfelter.
Members can belong to other groups like third orders or oblates and still be in
Caritas Christi too. There are institutes for single men and women, and diocesan
priests. The USCSI site has an order for married couples, also. The Caritas Christi
Website is www.ccinfo.org and the USCSI Website is www.secularinstitutes.org.
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St. John Church, Ft. Pierre, celebrates fall festival
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St. John the
Evangelist
Parish,
Ft. Pierre, held
its Fall Festival,
on November 8.
Susie Odden,
Fr. Ron Garry,
Clare and Teresa
Madsen look at
old photos of
parishioners.
Odden is the sister of the late
Fr. Brian Fawcett who served
at the Ft. Pierre
church.
(Courtesy photo)

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

January

Universal: Interreligious Dialogue
That sincere dialogue among men
and women of different faiths may
produce the fruits of peace and
justice.
Evangelization: Christian Unity
That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity and with the grace of
the Holy Spirit, Christians may overcome divisions.
Prayer Intentions of
the Holy Father
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Obituary Rev. Mr. Clodoald (Claude) Sauer, 96,
Deacon Clodoald “Claude” Robert
Sauer died peacefully at his home on
Saturday November 14, surrounded by
Eileen, his wife of 66 years, his children
and grandchildren.
He was born on October 8, 1919, in
Rice, Minn., the son of Thaddeus and
Amelia (Schneider). The family lived
on a farm, and Claude’s formative years
during the Great Depression were devoted to family and service.
Claude graduated from St. Cloud
Technical High School in 1939. He enlisted in the United States Army Air
Corps in December, 1940. Claude was
stationed in the Pacific Islands from
1942-1945 where he served with the
7th Air Force and the 7th Bomber Command. His tour included the campaigns
for the Gilbert and Marshall Islands and
then Okinawa, where he remained until
the end of the war in August 1945. During the war, Claude served as meteorologist, briefing pilots and guiding
artillery gunners. He was commis-

News

St. Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid City

sioned an officer in the field in June ents for many years, caring for 27 new1944. Claude was later recalled to ac- borns for Catholic Social Services.
They were also foster parents
tive duty during the Korean
War. He retired from servfor the Casey Family Program.
Claude is survived by his
ice as a Major in 1979.
wife, Eileen, Denver, Colo.,
After
a
three-year
and his children Paul (Lori),
courtship, Claude married
Union, Ky., Peter (Chris),
Eileen Schippers on May 3,
1949, in Marquette, Mich.
Newcastle, Colo., Joel (Barb),
Denver, Mary Beth Mandery,
In August 1953, Claude and
Colorado Springs, Colo., John
Eileen moved to Sauk
Deacon
(Gwen), Colorado Springs,
Rapids, Minn., where he
Claude Sauer
Patrick, Boyceville, Wis.,
began his career with the
National Weather Service. In February Anne (Scott) Besmer, Bismarck, N.D.,
1956, Claude and Eileen, along with and Tobias, Osceola, Wis. Claude and
their first child, Michael, moved to Eileen have 23 grandchildren and 13
great grandchildren.
Rapid City.
On October, 11, 1980, Claude was
ordained a permanent deacon at St.
Therese the Little Flower Church,
Rapid City. He served in his diaconate
role for over 20 years and was a 4th degree knight in the Knights of Columbus.
Claude and Eileen were foster par-

Married
Sweethearts

Mass &
Dinner-Dance
Saturday,
February 6, 2016

Join us for this year’s event,

“We Languish with Love.”

5:30 p.m. Mass and renewal of vows will be celebrated at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City

Dinner-Dance will follow at
Best Western Ramkota, catered by Minervas, I-90 & Exit 59

Registration fee of $65 per couple includes the dinner and dance
Reservations are required to be received by January 28.
Please consider sponsoring a couple who would
like to attend, but cannot afford the fee.
For more information, please contact
Amy at Family Life Ministries, 605-716-5214 x236
or ajulian@diorc.org.
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Claude was preceded in death by his
son Michael; his parents Thaddeus and
Amelia; sisters Barbara, Margaret,
Mathilda Fiedler, Angela Janski, and
Rose Dullinger; and his brothers,
Lawrence, William, Joseph, and Phillip.
Memorials have been established at
St. Therese Catholic Church, 532
Adams St., Rapid City, S.D. 57701, and
Black Robe Catholic Academy at St.
Francis Mission, P.O. Box 499, St.
Francis, S.D. 57572.
Visitation was November 19 and the
Funeral Mass was November 20 at St.
Therese Catholic Church. Interment is
at Black Hills National Cemetery.
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Refuel: Focus on building community
“It is a constant struggle: how to get people
through the door to share
our love of Christ and the
faith,” explained Susan
Safford, diocesan director of faith formation.
“We do really well with content, but
it doesn’t do you any good to have the
content if you can’t get people through
the door.”
The theme for this year’s REFUEL
2016 Religious Educators Conference
is “Outside the Box: How to make
Saints out of Everyday Sinners” with a
focus on building a community. According to Safford, participants will
look back at the way Jesus and the
apostles approached ministry.
“We will look at the example of
Jesus, the apostles and the saints. Jesus
taught and evangelized through encounters with people,” she explained.

News

“He was out with the people. We want
to focus on building those relationships
outside of church so parishioners will
come to learn.
“Take the high school students as an
example. They attend events if they
know you, know you care, and you
have a relationship with them. If they
don’t know you an announcement in
the bulletin won’t get them there.”
The two-day seminar is open to all
people working in ministry with youth,
adults, or children. There will also be
tips on how to engage parents and families. It begins with 5:30 p.m. Mass and
dinner on January 29 and ends at 4:30
p.m. on Saturday, January 30. Visit
terrasancta.org/Refuel2016 to register.
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STM donates Thanksgiving meals

The St. Thomas More Middle School Student Council shopped for Thanksgiving
dinner supplies, November 19. Students raised money during the year to
supply eight families in Rapid City with all the fixings for a Thanksgiving meal.
The turkeys were donated by teachers. “This is my second year shopping for
Thanksgiving meals,” said seventh grader Sophia Janssen. “I enjoy knowing I
am helping someone in need.” The school has worked with Catholic Social
Services for more that 20 years to identify families who are in need of a
Thanksgiving meal. Behrens/Wilson Funeral Home also partnered with the
school the past two years to help purchase the food. (Courtesy photo)

Calling All Cursillistas:

“Your Next Step Workshop”
Jan 23, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
St. John Parish Center, Custer
For more information call Hugh Brechtel at
605-519-2579 or RC_Cursillo@outlook.com

Christmas at the Capital

The St. Thomas More choir, jazz band and symphonic band performed at
Christmas at the Capital in Pierre, December 7. The three groups provided
two hours of music under the direction of Lloyd Potter. (Courtesy photo)

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the
safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of
sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara
Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately
at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information
will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged
abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the
code of conduct are posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.
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“40” is a wakeup call that investigates legalized abortion
By Cindy Morales

Glenview, Ill. — “40,” one of the most compelling pro-life documentaries ever produced is now
available for parishes and schools to show to teens
and adults. The film made its national television
debut in the U.S. and Canada on the Eternal Word
Television Network on January 21.
The date coincided with the annual March for
Life in Washington, D.C., and the West Coast Walk
for Life in San Francisco.
It is an inspirational movie that examines the effects of abortion on our nation over the last 40 years
since Roe v. Wade. The film presents abortion as the
most important human and civil rights issue of our
time. It gives voice to both sides fairly and lets
women speak for themselves through experience on
the reasons for their firm convictions about abortion, and “40” highlights well-reasoned secular arguments against the pro-choice position and
provides heartfelt testimonies from post abortive
women and men. The movie also reports on the
youth at the annual March for Life as the generation

that will end abortion.
The issue of abortion is personal for former Fox
Sports Net sportscaster and “40” director John
Morales. He said, “I’m not only post-abortive but
I’m also an adoptive father. ”
The film features dozens of the biggest names in
the Pro-Life movement, such as: Lila Rose,
president of Live Action; Abby Johnson, former
Planned Parenthood Abortion Clinic director and
founder of “And Then There Were None”; Rebecca
Kiessling, a pro-life speaker who was conceived in
rape; Jeanne Monahan, president of March for Life
Education and Defense Fund; Joe Scheidler, founder
of the Pro-Life Action League; David Bereit,
national director of “40 Days for Life”; and many
more.
Since its world premiere on December 11, 2013,
“40” has been screened in over 100 theatres, universities, high schools, and churches across the U.S.
The “40” film was an official entry in the John
Paul II International Film Festival in Miami, Florida
and the ArcAngel Film Festival, San Gabriel, Calif.

Celebrate Advent

This is the cover of "Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding," a CD of sacred Advent and Christmas music by
members of the Choir of the Church of Our Saviour in
New York City. The secular world ignores Advent, begins celebrating Christmas the day after Halloween
and packs up the holiday before the New Year, said
Paul J. Murray music director. (CNS photo/Harold
Levine, courtesy Church of Our Saviour)
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Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Grant: a legacy in Catholic education
By Becky Berreth

The opportunity to receive a
Catholic education is the legacy left by
a priest who taught in the Rapid City
Catholic School System. After Father
Peter Kovarik was ordained a priest in
1991 he would visit the middle school
weekly. He occasionally brought his
guitar and his dog, and according to
faculty, he always brought his joy and
love for the students.
“He loved kids from the time he was
a teenager,” explained Father Peter’s
mother, Marge Kovarik. “He would be
out in the front yard directing the
younger nieces and nephews at family
gatherings.”
“He just loved the students in an intense way,” said Mary Helen Olsen.
“He would teach them, play with them,
go on our ski trips; he was personally
involved with the students and faculty
at the school.”
Olsen, an eighth grade religion
teacher at St. Thomas More Middle
School, remembered when he would
visit her classroom to teach the sacraments. She said he once brought in a
small bucket to ‘baptize’ a student. “He
even ‘married’ two mortified students.
He would always involve the kids in a
learning process without them knowing
it.”
His generosity was extended to the

faculty and staff as well. One year the
entire staff was notified that an anonymous donor had paid for all the teachers’ Mayfest tickets. “I found out later it
was Father Pete,” Olsen said. “He
would do things every year to take care
of the teachers in ways that they never
knew about.”
When Father Kovarik died in an airplane crash in November of 2014, he
continued to give. “Peter left money in
his will to the school,” said his mother.
“He was a great saver. He would say
‘One of the great things about being a
priest was you never had to save for retirement.’ You could retire and still volunteer where you were needed.”
Robert Satter, development director
for the Rapid City Catholic Schools,
worked closely with Marge Kovarik to
determine her desire for Father Kovarik’s donation and how to honor his
life. From those conversations, the Father Peter Kovarik Memorial Grant was
established, and the donation was invested in an endowment through the
school. The interest earned from the endowment fund is awarded to families
who apply for the grant. This year four
students received the tuition assistance.
“Our family feels very fortunate to
be able to send our daughter to St. Elizabeth Seton,” said Michele Lutz, a parent of one the students who received
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Fr. Peter Kovarik teaching the sacraments by “marrying” two mortified
students. (Photo courtesy Mary Helen Olsen)

one of the grants. “As parents and
Catholics, we want our daughter to receive a quality education and learn to
love Jesus with her whole heart.”
Celisity Cadotte, mother of the other
three students agrees. “Receiving this
grant gave our children the opportunity
to receive a quality education with the
teachings of the Catholic faith. We hope
they grow academically, but also that
they learn qualities similar to Father
Peter in that they are generous and
show compassion for others.”
To receive the grant, families must
apply for tuition assistance through a
third party, Tuition Aid Development
Service, which determines the level of
need for each family. The grant is available to new students seeking a Catholic

education and is open to children in
grades K-8.
Two of the students who received the
grant, sixth graders Alexandra and
Emma Cadotte, said they enjoy their
new school. Alexandra loves history
and Emma likes social studies, and both
are grateful for the opportunity.
“If he was alive, I would say thank
you very much for helping me go to
school here,” said Alexandra.
“I would thank him for caring about
others,” agreed her mother Celisity.
“And for inspiring youth.”
To learn more about applying for the
Father Peter Memorial Grant and the
Rapid City Catholic School System visit
http://rccss.org/district-information/
business-office/.

Benedictine Vocation Weekend
January 15-17, 2016
St. Martin Monastery offers a weekend for women between the ages of
18 and 59 who are interested in finding out more about religious life. Those
attending the weekend join the Benedictine community for prayer, meals,
daily activities and have time for reflection and discussion. The weekend
runs from 7 p.m. on Friday through 2 p.m. on Sunday. For registration information contact Sister Mary Wegher, St. Martin Monastery, 1851 City
Springs Road, Rapid City, SD 57702-9613, or 605-343-8011, srmary
wegher@yahoo.com.
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BHSU Newman Club — Bringing faith to those on campus
By Fr. Mark Horn,
Parochial Vicar
and Msgr. Michael
Woster, Pastor
St. Joseph, Spearfish

In his 2013 Apostolic Exhortation, “The Joy of the
Gospel,” Pope Francis highlights three principal settings,
that should be the focus of the
new evangelization, the third of
which is “‘the baptized whose
lives do not reflect the demands of Baptism (12)’ who
lack a meaningful relationship
to the church and no longer experience the consolation born
of faith. The church, in her maternal concern, tries to help
them experience a conversion
which will restore the joy of
faith to their hearts and inspire
a commitment to the Gospel”
(#15).
This has been an area of
focus for our college students
who attend the Black Hills
State Newman Center this past

semester, as they have sought
to not only grow in their own
Catholic faith, but also in ways
of sharing that faith with their
brothers and sisters on campus.
How many of the baptized on
college campus live lives that
“do not reflect the demands of
baptism,” for whatever reason?
Certainly there are many attractions that pull at college
students, and give them many
opportunities to explore and
broaden their horizons and
viewpoints on life and the
world. But far from being reasons to fall away from one’s
faith upbringing, these are reasons all the more to grow in
that faith, and become more
mature in one’s relationship
with Jesus, as one grows in encountering the one God in all
of the various areas of human
knowledge and learning. This,
especially in a time of the students’ lives when they largely
set the trajectory — forming

Do not say
‘I am only a youth’

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy
of the Office of Youth
& Young Adult Ministry

What does the “Immaculate Conception of Mary” mean?
The church believes that “the most Blessed Virgin Mary
was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular
grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the
merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved
immune from all stain of original sin” (Dogma of 1854;
487-492, 508)
Belief in the Immaculate Conception has existed since the
beginning of the church. The expression is misunderstood
today. It is saying that God preserved Mary from original sin
from the very beginning. It says nothing about the
conception of Jesus in Mary’s womb. By no means is it a
devaluation of sexuality in Christianity, as though a husband
and wife would be “stained” if they conceived a child.

“Mary is the most tender mother of the human race;
she is the refuge of sinners.”
—St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787, founder of the
Redemptorists, mystic, and Doctor of the Church)

Marti Huber, Kate Griffin, and Theresa Marsh rake leaves as
part of a service project. (Photo courtesy Marisa Sokoloski)

those habits and core values
that they most likely will keep
with them — for the majority,
or rest of their lives.
We have been overjoyed in
seeing our Newman students
— grateful as they are for their
benefactors’ support of the
Newman Center — strive to
find ways to help their fellow
students “experience a conversion which will restore the joy
of faith to their hearts and in-

spire a commitment to the
Gospel,” in ways ranging from
invitations to Mass, confession,
and fellowship; adoration on
campus; the men’s study on
evangelization and apologetics;
the women’s study on Catholic
women’s spirituality. Continue
praying for these students, that
they may be equipped to bring
the Joy of the Gospel not only
to their peers, but to all they
meet throughout their lives!

Through thick and thin:
Pope urges youths to read the Bible

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis said his Bible is old, beat
up and worth more to him than anything money can buy. “If
you saw my Bible, you would not be impressed,” he wrote
to young people. “You’d say, ‘What? This is the pope’s Bible?
A book so old, so beat up?’' You might even want to give me
a gift of a new one, something that costs 1,000 euro. But I
don't want it.” Pope Francis wrote about his Bible and his
Bible-reading habits in the preface to the German-language
study guide, “Youth Bible for the Catholic Church.” It was
released in late October by the Germany-based Katholisches
Bibelwerk and the YouCat Foundation. Other language versions are expected in 2016. The Jesuit journal, La Civilta
Cattolica, published an Italian translation of the preface in
early December. The well-worn Bible has been with Pope
Francis for half his life, wrote the pope, who will turn 79
Dec. 17. “It has seen my joy and has been bathed by my
tears: it is my priceless treasure,” the pope wrote, and
“nothing in the world would make me give it up.”

Now
Playing

In the Heart of the Sea

(Warner Bros.)
The real-life events that helped
inspire Herman Melville’s classic
1851 novel “Moby-Dick” become
the basis for a polished and exciting adventure directed by Ron
Howard. As the novelist (Ben
Whishaw) interviews the last survivor (Brendan Gleeson) of an illfated 1820 whaling expedition out
of Nantucket, Massachusetts, the
old salt (played in youth by Tom
Holland) reluctantly reveals the
tragic consequences that resulted
from the rivalry between his vessel's aristocratic but inexperienced captain (Benjamin Walker)
and its veteran first mate (Chris
Hemsworth). It was a feud that
led to the ship's disastrous encounter with a leviathan of vast
proportions and unusual ferocity.
Much stylized seafaring violence
with brief gore, mature themes,
including cannibalism and suicide,
a fleeting bawdy image, about a
half-dozen uses of profanity, a single crude and several crass terms.
The Catholic News Service classification is A-III — adults. The Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG-13 — parents
strongly cautioned. Some material
may be inappropriate for children
under 13.

Classifications

Creed ..........................A-II
Krampus ......................A-III
The Letters ..................A-III

Classifications used by the USCCB are:
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,
limited adult audiences, films whose
problematic content many adults
would find troubling; O, morally
offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/
movies.htm.

