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Hot topics discussed
at SJC fall workshop
By Laurie Hallstrom
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Born to Eternal Life,
16-17

“Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing. In all circumstances give
thanks, for this is the will of God
for you in Christ Jesus.”

Mailing label

—1Thes 5:16-18

On this Thanksgiving Day, we turn to the
Lord in prayer and gratitude for his
countless blessings, most especially his
loved poured out upon us in Jesus Christ. As
we celebrate this day, may we grow in love
for each other and give thanks to the Father
who is the source of all.
You will all be remembered in a special
way at my Thanksgiving Mass. May you be
richly blessed this day and always.
In Christ’s love,

+ Bishop Robert D. Gruss

How would you describe a
just society? Would your prolife values help you forgive an
assailant who murdered your
daughter? Does the death
penalty prevent a victim’s family from healing? Who can
write a bill? Why are the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally and the
opening day of pheasant hunting season both dangerous
times for human trafficking in
South Dakota? How do you
handle these topics spiritually?
These questions were addressed at the Diocesan Social
Justice Commission Fall
Workshop, held Oct. 17, at
Terra Sancta, Rapid City.
Bishop
Robert
Gruss,
“Principles of a Just Society”
Bishop Gruss opened the
workshop with a discussion on
the elements of a just society.
He said, “The church does
have an obligation in shaping
the moral character of our so-

ciety. Obviously the definition
of a just society from a
Catholic perspective might be
different than what a person
might think who is not
Catholic or has no faith.
“I think the definition of a
just society has changed over
the past decade. It has been influenced by various ideologies
and philosophies and the
changing social norms of our
society today,” said Bishop
Gruss. “The test of a just society is asking how the poor and
vulnerable are faring. A just society promotes the common
good,” he said.
Vicki Schieber and
Deacon Denny Davis,
“Reasons to Consider
Alternatives to the Death
Penalty”
The second speaker was
Vicki Schieber, education director for Catholic Mobilizing
Network to End the Use of the
Death Penalty and co-founder
of Murder Victim’s Families
SOCIAL JUSTICE CONTINUED ON
3&4

Fr. Thomas Hillenbrand, OSB,
talking with Bishop Robert
Gruss at the Social Justice
Commission Fall Workshop,
Oct. 17 at Terra Sancta.
(WRC photo)
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Make the most of opportunities to encounter mercy
A Jubilee Year is drawing near. As ters will experience the love of God,
we all know, Pope Francis has pro- which consoles, pardons and instills
claimed an extraordinary Holy Year of hope.” In the Diocese of Rapid City I
Mercy. This Jubilee Year is to begin De- have designated two holy doors: one at
cember 8, 2015, and will close on the the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Solemnity of Christ the King, Novem- Help in Rapid City and one at St.
ber 20, 2016.
Charles Borromeo Church at St. FranHe wrote in Misericordae Vultus: cis. Because an important part of any
Bull of Indiction for the Holy Year of Jubilee Year is a pilgrimage, these are
Mercy, “The church is commissioned to also the regular designated pilgrimage
announce the mercy
sites in the Dioof God, the beating
‘The church is commissioned to cese of Rapid
heart of the Gospel, announce the mercy of God, the City. Therefore,
which in its own beating heart of the Gospel...’
they will be diway must penetrate
rectly involved
the heart and mind
in living out this
of every person. The spouse of Christ Holy Year as an extraordinary time of
must pattern her behavior after the Son grace and spiritual renewal in comof God, who went out to everyone with- munion with the whole church.
out exception. It is absolutely essential
I will be present to open the holy
for the church and for the credibility of door at the Cathedral at the 10:30 a.m.
her message that she herself live and Mass on Sunday, December 13 and at
testify to mercy. Her language and ges- St. Charles Borromeo Church on Suntures must transmit mercy so as to day, December 20 at the 11 a.m. Mass.
touch the hearts of all people and in- All are welcome to make a pilgrimage
spire them once more to find the road to these events.
that leads to the Father” (#12).
In this year, it is the Holy Father’s
In Judaism and Christianity, the con- desire that we cross the threshold of the
cept of the Jubilee is a special year of holy door confident that the strength of
remission of sins and universal pardon. the risen Christ, who constantly supIn the Book of Leviticus, a Jubilee year ports us on our pilgrim way, will susis mentioned to occur every fifty years, tain us, and that the Holy Spirit lead the
in which slaves and prisoners would be way and support us in contemplating
freed, debts would be forgiven and the the face of mercy.
mercies of God would be particularly
The Year of Mercy in our diocese
manifest. In Christianity, the tradition will offer many other events as well.
dates to 1300, when Pope Boniface VIII Each month there will be a designated
convoked a holy year, following which Day of Mercy celebrated everywhere in
ordinary jubilees have generally been the diocese. In the Rapid City area, this
celebrated every 25 or 50 years. There Day will include all-day Eucharistic
have also been extraordinary jubilees in adoration and the opportunity for the
addition to this, depending on need. Ju- sacrament of penance from 8 a.m.-8
bilee years, in the Catholic tradition, p.m. at the designated site for that
generally involve pilgrimage to a sa- month. The Day of Mercy will concred site, normally the city of Rome. clude with a presentation on a topic reThe last Holy Year was celebrated in lated to mercy, followed by
the year 2000.
Benediction. Parishes in the outlying
A special holy door designated in areas will provide events conducive to
each diocese will become a door of their particular location.
mercy “through which anyone who enDuring the year, a Pilgrimage of

Mercy will take place at a location in
each deanery. I encourage everyone to
take the time to make this pilgrimage to
each of these five locations. The day
will consist of a talk, an opportunity for
confession, concluding with the Vigil
Mass for Sunday and a healing service.
Please consult pages 11-14 in this paper
for dates, times and locations for all of
the events during this Jubilee Year of
Mercy.
This is an important year for all of us
in the Catholic Church, both locally and
universally. It is a time in which each of
us is called to live out in our daily lives
the mercy the Father constantly extends
to us. God never tires of pouring out his
mercy upon us. Just as the church is
called to be a credible witness to mercy,
we too, in very particular ways, are invited to be instruments of God’s mercy
to others during this Jubilee Year. In
order to be instruments of mercy, we
must first receive God’s mercy in our
own lives. Then we seek to find ways
in which to live out the Corporal and
Spiritual Works of Mercy.
Another important part of the jubilee
includes the granting of indulgences.
Because God’s forgiveness knows no
bounds, in Pope Francis’ mind the practice of indulgences has a very important
meaning in the Holy Year of Mercy.
(See page 13 on the topic of indulgences.)
“To live the indulgence of the Holy
Year means to approach the Father’s
mercy with the certainty that his forgiveness extends to the entire life of the
believer. To gain an indulgence is to experience the holiness of the church,
who bestows upon all the fruits of
Christ’s redemption so that God’s love
and forgiveness may extend everywhere. Let us live this jubilee intensely,
begging the Father to forgive our sins
and to bathe us in his merciful “indulgence” (#22).
It is my hope and prayer that all of
us will take the Year of Mercy seriously,
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will make the most of the diocesan opportunities available to encounter
mercy, and will enter into the depths of
divine mercy so that we can become
credible and convincing heralds of
mercy.
“Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord,
and your steadfast love, for they have
been from of old” (Ps 25:6).
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for Human Rights.
She is from the state of Maryland. Her
daughter Shannon, 23, a graduate student, was raped and murdered in 1998.
After hearing a scream, a choking
sound and a scuffle a neighbor called
911. The police arrived and said there
was no sign of forced entry and they left
— the assailant had jimmied open a
second floor balcony screen door.
Adding pain to the tragedy, when her
brother found her at lunchtime the next
day, the police questioned him as a primary suspect.
After the funeral, Schieber and her
husband were trying to figure out how
to go on; “We were raised with the principal all life is sacred. We were tested
in the worst possible way. If we stick
with the sanctity of life, then whoever
did this was God’s creature. That’s
hard, hard to do. How were we going to
find a way to heal?”

News

Schieber became active in support
groups for families of murder victims
and questioned how did others go forward. How did they get to a place of
peace? Anger in her heart wanted revenge.
At a forum, she listened to Bud
Welch’s forgiveness
story after losing his
daughter in the Oklahoma City Bombing.
Schieber knew if she
held onto the anger she
would never honor her
Vicki
daughter’s life.
Schieber
“All that negative energy, that terrible pain.
You have to let that out of you,” she
said. She has worked with lawmakers,
testifying against the death penalty in
several states.
It took four years for Shannon’s assailant to be caught. He confessed to
several crimes in exchange for life in

prison without parole. Schieber said
their family was lucky that sentencing
only took five weeks. Many families
wait several years for cases to be resolved.
In a phone conversation with the
killer’s mother, Schieber learned about
the drug infested, violent home he was
raised in.
Schieber was followed by Deacon
Denny Davis with the Diocese of Sioux
Falls. He works in prison ministry in
Sioux Falls and Springfield. He also
spoke at the workshop against the death
penalty. His organization, South
Dakotans for an Alternative to the
Death Penalty will take a repeal bill to
the state legislature every year until it
is passed. According to Deacon Davis,
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19 states have abolished the death
penalty and 10 states have it on the
books but don’t use it.
“Someone once said to me, maybe
these guys deserve to
die, they do horrible
things, but as Christians
and Catholics we don’t
kill people. The death
penalty is not about what
they do. The death
Deacon
penalty is about what we Denny Davis
do,” he said.
He said two-thirds of Jesus’ teachings are about forgiveness. “That’s how
important it was to him as a human
being,” he said. “If that teaching doesn’t come from the Gospel or the church,
SOCIAL JUSTICE, CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

Bishop’s Calendar

November 20-December 15
Subject to change without notice
November 20, Friday 4 p.m. St. Thomas More 8th Grade Etiquette Social,
Hotel Alex Johnson
November 23, Monday 5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting,
Cathedral Rectory
November 24, Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board Meeting, CSS
November 26-27, Thursday-Friday Chancery Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
December 1, Tuesday 8 a.m. Diocesan Staff Mass/Breakfast, Terra Sancta
9 a.m. Catholic Radio Interview, Year of Mercy, on the air live
9:30 a.m. Diocesan Staff Meeting,Terra Sancta
5:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Christmas Party, Rapid City
December 3, Thursday 6:30 p.m. Deanery 1 Terra Sancta Guild Renewal Social,
Terra Sancta
December 4, Friday 11:15 a.m. Bishop’s Mass, Luncheon, Cathedral
December 5, Saturday 2:30 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute, Terra Sancta
December 6, Sunday 10 a.m. Pastoral Visit (Mass/Lunch),
Immaculate Conception Church, Rapid City
December 7, Monday 2 p.m. Stewardship Executive Committee Meeting,
Bishop's Residence
December 8, Tuesday Feast of Immaculate Conception
5:30 p.m. Mass, Opening Celebration of the Jubilee of Mercy, reception follows,
Cathedral
December 9, Wednesday 11 a.m. Envisioning Leadership Team Meeting,
Terra Sancta
December 10, Thursday 11 a.m. WSDCF Annual Meeting, Cathedral Hall
December 12, Saturday 11 a.m. Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration,
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
December 13, Sunday 10:30 a.m. Mass, Opening the Holy Door for Year of Mercy,
Cathedral
December 15, Tuesday Day of Mercy in Diocese of Rapid City
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SPOTLIGHT on...

what the Church is doing to
prevent abuse.

Since 2002, the Catholic Church in the United States has made a
renewed commitment to the prevention of child sexual abuse
and the healing of individuals harmed by abuse. Over 4.4 million
children have been educated in signs of abusive relationships and
how to seek help. Almost 2 million adults have been trained in
recognizing and reporting abuse. Catholic institutions across the
country are dedicated to creating safe environments for children
and providing assistance to victims. To learn more
about what the Church is doing or to seek help
go to:

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
safe-environment/
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then from where?
Most prisoners have been victims
themselves, he said, “While they live,
they have the chance to turn their lives
around.”
S.D. Representative Kristen
Conzet, R-District 32, “How to
Effect Social Change through
the Legislative Process;”
Conzet is chair of the Local Government Committee, and she serves on the
Health and Human Services Committee. She is working to get rid of unnecessary red tape in government. There
are laws on the books from the 1800s –
like auditors can charge five-cents to
sign a document.
Even when she disagrees with a person’s stand on an issue, she advocates
civil conversations. “Faith does play a
role in effectively governing,” she said.
Approximately 500 bills are introduced each legislative session, and
fewer than half are passed. “Anyone

News
can write a bill. I even had someone slip
me a napkin once and say ‘I want a bill
written on this,’” she said. All bills go
to the Legislative Research Council —
a team of attorneys who compare it to
other S.D. laws and make certain that it
is worded properly. A senator or representative can introduce a bill, but there
has to be a prime sponsor in both the
senate and the house. After the first
reading, the Speaker of the House assigns which committees handle the bill.
If a bill makes it out of her committee it
goes the floor and she pitches it to the
other 75 representatives. Then it goes to
the senate and the process begins again.
If passed by both houses, it goes to the
governor. He has two weeks to sign it
or veto it. The legislature then meets for
a 40th, or last day, and can try to override a veto.
Sr. Teresa Ann Wolf, OSB,
“Human Trafficking: Modern Day
Slavery Right Here in S.D.”

November 2015

Sr. Teresa Ann is from Mary Mother
of God Monastery, Watertown. “The
short definition of human trafficking is
the illegal buying and selling of human
beings mainly for the purposes of commercial sexual exploitation or forced
labor. It is human slavery,” she said. Beyond
sex, she added the fast
growing $34 billion enterprise is used to obtain
people for sweatshop
labor, child brides, cirSr. Teresa
cuses, sacrificial wor- Ann Wolf,
OSB
ship, forced begging, and
sale of human organs.
She showed a video exposing sex
trafficking in S.D. According to the
film, the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally and
the opening of pheasant hunting season
are high trafficking times. It said,
“Wherever you have large gatherings of
men, there is going to be a market for
this sort of thing.”

Jon Beebe

Curtis Antony

She said if someone suspects
trafficking, do not interfere — the
trafficker may look for revenge. Call
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services Hotline 1-888-3737888.
Fr. Christopher Johnson, SJ,
“Connecting the Ideas of a Vision
for Just Society.”
Father Johnson is from Pine Ridge
and he wrapped up the workshop. “If
we believe a good school or church or
family can build up a character or predispose a person to become the person
they are called to be by God, then we
have to believe that there are structures
that are evil, that bring us down. ... our
responsibility is to break down that evil
structure,” he said. “What we are trying
to learn from Jesus is how we should
treat ourselves, how we should treat
God, and how we should treat one another. The answer is love — that’s what
does away with an-eye-for-an-eye.”
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Annual Diocesan Appeal
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Grace and Peace to you, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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As I shared with you earlier, this past year has been an amazing year for
the Diocese of Rapid City. The Lord Jesus has blessed our diocese in so many
ways! The Lord never ceases to amaze me. He will not be outdone in generosity!
For a few moments I invite you to quiet your heart and ponder the amazing things the Lord has done in your life this past year. Where did you experience the intensity of God’s love for you, for your family and friends? When
we are able to name and to claim God’s grace in our lives we are filled with
a heart of gratitude, so much that we want to emulate the same type of love
for others through our own generosity.
The theme for our 2016 diocesan appeal is “…. Above all let your love for
one another be intense…” When our love becomes real and we are able to
reach out to one another as Christ has reached out to us God’s kingdom becomes more fully alive.
The Annual Diocesan Appeal is an important way for every Catholic family to participate in building God’s kingdom in western South Dakota. We are
called to be good stewards of the gifts which the Lord has entrusted to us, not
to be kept for ourselves but to be used to enrich the kingdom of God. Our love
for one another becomes intense when we are willing to make a sacrifice for
others.
Many of you have generously responded to this message. I am deeply
grateful for your support. You are making a difference. If you have not yet
made your pledge of support, I ask you to prayerfully seek the Lord’s guidance regarding what he is asking of you in light of this year’s appeal.
Please be generous in pledging both your financial support and your
prayers for the mission of our great diocese and the 2016 annual appeal. May
our love for one another be intense.
Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ,

Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss
Bishop of Rapid City

PLEASE PRINT:

Diocese of Rapid City Annual Diocesan Appeal 2016
Total Pledge

NAME

Enclosed

SPOUSE

PHONE #

STATE

PARISH

$

Pledge Balance* $

STREET
CITY

$

ZIP
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL SUPPORT
OF OUR DIOCESAN MINISTRIES

PLEASE, NO GIFT IS TOO SMALL.
Make check payable to:
Diocese of Rapid City Annual Appeal
Mail to: P.O. Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709-0678

If interested in an automatic bank payment or credit card payment,
please contact your parish office for a pledge envelope or call Doris Bride, 605-343-3541.

*Reminder statements are mailed quarterly.

For a complete listing of diocesan ministries, see the appeal brochure.
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Catholic Radio is
now full power

The signal upgrade to Real Presence
Radio is completed and Catholic Radio
in Rapid City is officially 25,000 watts.
RPR features EWTN programing as
well as shows from Catholic Answers,
Ave Maria Radio, St. Joseph’s Communications, Vatican Radio and more —
all at no charge. They also provide four
hours of locally produced live programming per week and carry some prerecorded audio and talks that they
produce or obtain the right to air from
groups like Lighthouse Catholic Media.
RPR can be found at 89.9 FM.
(Photo courtesy Don LeFavre)

News

National
Retirement
Fund for
Religious

November 2015

Sister Rosemary Korte entered St. Martin Monastery seventy years ago. Her
varied ministries included teaching kindergarten at St. John the Evangelist
School in Rapid City, working at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Hot Springs,
coordinating religious education in Casper, Wyoming, and teaching religion
at St. Martin Academy. Her hobbies included photography and knitting.
She currently resides in the health care unit at the monastery.

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

Special Collection: December 12-13
For further information contact:
Teresa Spiess
PO Box 678
Rapid City, SD 57709
605-343-3541 l tspiess@diorc.org

www.retiredreligious.org

$3,299 for the main trip
and $1,699 for the extension.
(Registrations received after Nov. 2 are
subject to airline ticket
availability and pricing.) See
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org
for more information
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November 21 Saturday

sNatural

Family Planning: Seminar
for engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
To be held at St. John the Evangelist
Church, Ft. Pierre. Begins at 9 a.m. CT.
Preregistration required. )Kathy at Family
Life Ministries, 605-716-5214 x220.
sŚrodowisko Mass and Progressive
Dinner: Fellowship for young adults, single or married, ages 18-35. Mass at 5:30
p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City, followed by a formal 5course progressive dinner. Next event, December 18 begins with 5:30 p.m. Mass at
cathedral, followed by caroling and gift exchange. Gifts $10 or less. )Randy Vette
605-716-5214 x228. 8https://www.facebook.com/rcyoungadults/?fref=ts.
sBilingual Choir: The United in
Christ/Unidos en Christo bilingual choir
will sing at the Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mass. Rehearsal at Blessed Sacrament
Church, at noon and December 11 at 5:30
p.m. Everyone welcome to participate in
the choir/todos son bienvenidos

November 30, Monday

sWRC

deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, December 15.
)605-343-3541 or 8lhallstrom@diorc.org
or 8bberreth@diorc.org

December 3, Thursday

sThe Flame: Adoration, praise and worship, and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at
7 p.m., Terra Sancta. Podcasts from past
events at 8www.The FlameRC.com.

December 4, Friday

sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6.
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, December 5, begins with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by
8 a.m. Mass and exposition. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.

Events Schedule

December 5, Saturday

sPrayerful

Painting Advent: Using a
Lectio format, this day will help you prayfully express yourself. No artistic experience needed. Held from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at St. Martin Monastery. $20 fee includes
lunch. )Sr. Therese Marie 605-343-8011.

December 7, Monday

sNational

Night of Prayer: Held at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City. Begins with Mass at 7 p.m. followed by adoration, Rosary for Life, Divine Mercy
Chaplet, and Benediction.

December 9, Wednesday

sTaizé: Experience the sacred through
song, silence and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta

January 4, Monday

sCatholics Returning Home: Six-week

series for non-practicing Catholics considering returning to the church. No charge.
Held Mondays, 7 p.m. at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
)Deacon Greg Sass 605-939-0579 or
8gsass@diorc.org or 8http://Returning
Catholics.net.

January 14, Thursday

sBeginning Experience Level 1 Separated, Divorced & Widowed Support
Group: Nine-week, non-denominational
group is open to all Christian men and
women who are hurting following a separation, divorce, or the death of a spouse. Begins at 7 p.m. St. Therese the Little Flower.
Registration fee: $30, scholarships available. )Amy at Family Life Ministries 605716-5214 x236 or 8ajulian@diorc.org.

January 15, Friday

sHeart to Heart Retreat Weekends for

the Engaged: For engaged couples to
deepen their relationship with each other
and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Attendance is
required for couples doing marriage prep in
the diocese. Ends January 17. Register at
terrasancta.org. )Amy 605-716-5214 x236.

Diocesan Masses for Life Matching Grant

Prayer is essential to ensuring a culture of life in South Dakota and throughout
the nation. Again this year, the Diocesan Social Justice Commission will match
total donations made for the Diocesan Masses for Life project, up to a total of
$250. The Masses are coordinated by the Blessed Sacrament Parish Pro-Life Committee, but are offered daily at parishes throughout the diocese. This is the ninth
year the diocese has matched funds for these Masses for the protection of all
life. Please send donations to: Diocesan Masses for Life, c/o Mary Mitchell, 113
Berry Pine Rd., Rapid City, SD 57702. Donations must be postmarked on or before
December 31, 2015.

sRoe

January 22, Friday

WRC

v. Wade Memorial Observance:
Begins at 7 p.m., St. Therese the Little
Flower Church, Rapid City. Theme:
“Mercy, Forgivenness, Healing.” Sponsored by Rapid City Right to Life.

January 25, Monday

sHeal

Your Grief Bereavement Support Group: Eight-week, non-denominational support group for Christian adults
grieving the loss of a loved one. Begins at
7 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City. )Janece Rieman 605-343-5547 or
Amy 605-716-5214 x236.

January 29, Friday

sVocation Weekend
for Young
Women: An opportunity to spend time
with consecrated women and priests and
learn more about discernment and vocations. For young women ages 16-30. Ends
January 31. )Shawna Hanson 605-7165214 x233 or 8SHanson@diorc.org.

January 29, Friday

sRefuel:

For all religious educators,
youth ministers, and anyone involved in
evangelization and catechesis. Begins at
5:30 p.m., and ends January 30 at 4:30 p.m.
Registration information coming soon.

Join the Hispanic community
as we celebrate the

Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe
with a Bilingual Mass
Bishop Robert Gruss, celebrant

December 12 at 11 am
Blessed Sacrament Church
(4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City)

Reception to follow

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule

Dec1: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast;
All Staff Meeting
Dec 2: Centering Prayer
Dec 3: The Flame; TS Guild Reception –
Deanery 1
Dec 3-4: SDWIA Executive Board Meeting
Dec 4: Private Retreat; Countdown to
Christmas
Dec 4-5: Blessed Sacrament Church
(Rapid City) Confirmation Retreat
Dec 5: VSI Workshops
Dec 6: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship Service
Dec 9: Diocesan Envisioning Leadership
Team Meeting; Centering Prayer; Taizé
Dec 10: Birthright Meeting
Dec 11-13: VSI Retreat; Silent Retreat
Dec 12: Countdown to Christmas;
RCS Chamber Orchestra Handel’s
Messiah Concert
Dec 13: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service (Morning and Afternoon)
Dec 14: Silent Retreat (optional 4th day)
Dec 15-31: Christmas Lodging Rates
Dec 16: SES Preschool Program Cookies
Reception; Centering Prayer
Dec 18: RCCSS Staff Christmas Social
Dec 19: BHADA Monthly Meeting;
Social Justice Commission Meeting
Dec 20: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship Service
Dec 23: Centering Prayer
Dec 24: Family Event
Dec 27: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship Service
Dec 30: Centering Prayer

Jan 3: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service
Jan 4: Gideons Rushmore Camp Dinner
and Meeting
Jan 5: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast;
Dept Head Meeting
Jan 6: Centering Prayer
Jan 7: The Flame
Jan 9: VSI Workshops
Jan 10: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service
Jan 13: St. Thomas More Interview Day;
Centering Prayer; Taizé
Jan 14: Birthright Meeting
Jan 15-17: Heart to Heart Weekend
for the Engaged
Jan 15-18: Mt. Calvary Lutheran
(Sioux Falls) Student Fellowship Retreat
Jan 16: BHADA Monthly Meeting
Jan 17: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service
Jan 20: Centering Prayer
Jan 22: Red Cloud School Executive
Board Meeting
Jan 23-24: BHQG SOYO
Jan 24: Shiloh Free Lutheran Worship
Service
Jan 27: Centering Prayer
Jan 29-30: Refuel
Jan 29-31: Vocation Weekend for
Young Women
Jan 30: Cathedral of OLPH
Confirmation Retreat
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What it means to be a ‘person of communion’
In September I attended the National
Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors in St. Louis, Mo. One of the
breakout sessions was led by Father
James Mason, a priest from the Diocese
of Sioux Falls.
He shared this wonderful story about
being a newly ordained priest at Sacred
Heart Parish in Gettysburg. He was an
associate for Msgr. Marvin McPhee.
After daily Mass, the two of them
would head to the local hardware store
where they would sit outside on lawn
chairs drinking coffee and visiting with
the local townspeople — Catholic and
non-Catholic alike.
Father Mason thought this was a
waste of time because it seemed like he
wasn’t doing anything important. He
wanted to see some “real action” in his
priestly ministry and sitting in lawn
chairs was not fitting the bill for him.
Several weeks into this routine,
Msgr. McPhee pulled Father Mason
aside and said to him, “Father Jim,
small talk is not small.”
In the end, the younger priest came
to realize that those lawn chair conversations were not only a great way for
him, as a new priest, to meet the townspeople, but they often led to deeper conversations about Christ. This was an
important lesson for Father Mason to
learn during his first few months as a
priest.
Father Mason’s talk was on being a
“man of communion.” He shared this
quote from the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ “Program of Priestly
Formation” which speaks powerfully
about the importance of living a life of
a faithful steward by a willingness to
engage others in conversations, even if
it’s about the weather or the local high
school sport teams.
“A man of communion: a person
who has real and deep relational capacities, someone who can enter into genuine dialogue and friendship, a person
of true empathy who can understand
and know other persons, a person open

He responded: “Why don’t you join
to others and available to them with a
generosity of spirit. The man of com- us on the sidelines, Fr. Mark? The boys
munion is capable of making a gift of would love to have you there.”
This was something I had not exhimself and of receiving the gift of others. This, in fact, requires the full pos- pected to hear; it caught me totally off
session of oneself. This life should be guard. That invitation to be on the sideone of inner joy and inner peace — lines, up front and close to the action,
signs of self-possession and generosity was thrilling to me. Yet, I was some(Program of Priestly Formation, para- what nervous by the prospect as well.
He sweetened the
graph 76).”
invitation
by
We are all
throwing in a free
called to be “perSt. Thomas More
sons of communbaseball cap and
ion,” which often
sweatshirt. Who
begins with a
could turn down
simple invitation,
an invitation like
the acknowledgthat?
ment of another
On
Friday
person. We are
night, I found
all called to be
myself pacing the
“persons of comsidelines at the
munion,” which
game in Sturgis.
begins with a
‘His invitation reminded me that
A number of
simple hello, a
hospitality is always relational.’
players came up
greeting and the
to me right away
welcoming of
another person into our space, opening and said, “Thanks for coming, Fr.
up the possibility for deeper commun- Mark.” As the players came off the
field, I was able to give some of them a
ion.
This acknowledgment of another high five and say, “nice catch” or “great
happened to me several weeks ago tackle.” It was an incredible night —
when I was eating lunch at St. Thomas one that I will remember for a long
More High School. I ran into Wayne time.
After the game, the coaches, players,
Sullivan, the principal and head football coach. I greeted him and asked cheerleaders and fans gathered in the
where Friday’s football game was center of the field. The coach gave them
being played, and he replied, “Sturgis.” a pep talk and went over the practices
I said, “I think I will make this for the following week. Then we all
bowed our heads and prayed the “Our
game.”
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Father” together, ending with a resounding, “Amen!” That was followed
by hugs and high fives.
I am grateful for Wayne’s generous
hospitality. His invitation reminded me
that hospitality is always relational.
Hospitality isn’t about a project; it’s
about people — it’s about being a person of communion.
This month, try to have some of
those “lawn chair conversations,” keeping in mind small talk is not small.
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The church doesn’t canonize saints for their sake
ROME — Amidst all the Sturm und
Drang of Synod 2015, something genuinely new in the life of the church
began, and it shouldn’t escape our notice. For the first time in two millennia, an entry in the liturgical books
will now read, on the appropriate day,
“Saints Louis and Zélie Martin,
Spouses” – a happy addition to “Martyr,” “Confessor,” “Bishop,” “Religious,” “Pope,” etc, in the pantheon of
vocations to sanctity. Spouses: a married couple, together on the tapestry
that hung from the central loggia of
St. Peter’s before, during, and after
their canonization on October 18; a
man and a woman, a dad and a mom,
who were the parents of a saint, the
Little Flower, and in whose married
life mutual sanctification took place
by cooperation with God’s grace.
Saints-as-spouses. There was something for Synod 2015 to ponder. And
if insufficient attention was paid to
this during the Synod, that’s no reason
for the church, in which millions of
spouses are living lives of heroic
virtue, not to take notice — and to reflect upon some old truths about the
“canonization” of saints.
The church doesn’t canonize saints
for their sake. God takes quite good
care of his holy ones, we may be sure,
and being “raised to the dignity of the

altars,” as the old phrase had it, does
nothing for those so raised. No, the
church canonizes saints for our sake,
so that we might have models who inspire us to be the holy ones we must
be, if we’re to fulfill our Christian and
human destiny. That’s why the church
sings the Litany of the Saints at its
most solemn liturgical celebrations:
the Litany of the Saints is the church’s
family album, the roster of those who
form that “great cloud of witnesses”
of which the author of the Letter to the
Hebrews speaks so eloquently.
Another old truth worth repeating,
with the holy spouses of the Martin
family in mind, is that the church
doesn’t “make saints”; God makes
saints, and the task of the church,
through the beatification and canonization process, is to recognize the
saints that God has made. The process
by which that recognition takes place
has changed over time, from something resembling an adversarial legal
procedure to something more akin to a
doctoral seminar in history. The object
of the exercise remains the same,
though: to sift through the record of a
life in order to find the traces and
tracks of grace at work — as it is in all
of us.
The lives of the holy spouses of
Lisieux are also a great witness to the

incredible capacity of the Catholic
Church for self-renewal.
Louis Martin was born in 1823;
Zélie was born eight years later. In
other words, both were born a generation after the utter devastation of the
French church by the French Revolution. After the enforcement by state
power of the Religion of Reason and
the bloody slaughters of the Reign of
Terror (a spasm of lethal Gallic craziness musically evoked by Francois
Poulenc’s Dialogues of the
Carmelites), who would have predicted that 19th-century France would
be a seedbed of mission and sanctity,
the effects of which would be felt
from the hitherto-obscure village of
Lourdes in the French Pyrenees to
Francophone Africa to Oceania?
Yet it happened. Much of what we
think of as “French Catholicism”
today grew out from under the rubble
of the terror and the destruction of the
church of the ancient regime. Louis
and Zélie Martin, and their daughter,
the Doctor of the church who gave
Catholicism the “Little Way,” were all
products of that astonishing flourishing of holiness and evangelical zeal
that followed immediately after a period of unprecedented destruction.
How did that happen? It happened because, life by life, men and women

took the risk of fidelity. Ordinary people defied the claims of their putative
ecclesiastical betters — too often
heard during Synod-2015 — that asking the heroic is just too much.
No, it’s not. Summoning us to lives
of heroic virtue is asking us to be the
saints we — like Saints Louis and
Zélie Martin, Spouses — were baptized to be.
George Weigel is a senior fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. George Weigel’s column is
distributed by the Denver Catholic Register, the official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-3123.
Prayer Intentions of
the Holy Father

DECEMBER

Universal: Experiencing God’s Mercy
That all may experience the mercy of
God, who never tires of forgiving.
Evangelization: Families
That families, especially those who
suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus a
sign of certain hope.
For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Turkey Dinner

Knights of
Columbus

will host a free
turkey dinner on
Thursday, Nov.26, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.at
St. Thomas More High School commons, 300 Fairmont Blvd.,
Rapid City. Volunteers
are welcome to
report to the
kitchen at 10:15 a.m.

10

Columns

WRC

The Communion of Saints: We believe the dead are still alive
At any given time, most of the world believes
that death isn’t final, that some form of immortality
exists. Most people believe that those who have
died still exist in some state, in some modality, in
some place, in some heaven or hell, however that
might be conceived. In some conceptions, immortality is seen as a state wherein a person is still conscious and relational; while in other concepts,
existence after death is understood as real but impersonal, like a drop of water that has flowed back
into the oceans.
As Christians,
this is our belief:
We believe that
the dead are still
alive, still themselves and, very
importantly, still
in a living, conscious, and loving relationship
with us and with
each other.
That’s our common concept of
heaven and,
however simplistic its popular expression at times, it is wonderfully correct. That’s exactly what Christian faith
and Christian dogma, not to mention deep intuitive
experience, invite us to. After death we live on,
conscious, self-conscious, in communication with
others who have died before us, in communion with
those we left behind on earth, and in communion
with the divine itself. That’s the Christian doctrine
of the Communion of Saints.
But how is this to be understood? Not least, how
do we connect to our loved ones after they have
died? Two interpenetrating biblical images can help
serve as an entry-point for our understanding of
this. Both come from the Gospels.

The Gospels say that at the instant of Jesus’
death, the veil of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks
were split. The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
(Mt 27:50-52) The Gospels then go on to tell us that
on the morning of the resurrection several women
came to Jesus’ grave to anoint his dead body with
embalming spices, but rather than finding his dead
body, they meet instead an empty grave and two angels who challenge them with words to this effect:
Why are you looking for a live person in a cemetery? He isn’t here. He’s alive and you can find him
in Galilee (Lk 24:5). What’s contained in these images?
As Christians, we believe that we are given eternal life through Jesus’ death. Among other images,
the Gospels express that in this metaphor: Jesus
death, they tell us, “opened the tombs” and emptied
graveyards. For this reason, Christians have never
had a huge cult around cemeteries. As Christians,
we don’t do much in the way of spiritual practices
around our cemeteries. Why? Because we believe
all those graves are empty. Our loved ones aren’t
there and aren’t to be found there. They’re with
Jesus, in “Galilee.”
What’s “Galilee,” in terms of a biblical image? In
the Gospels, Galilee is more than a place on a map;
it’s also a place inside the Spirit, God’s Spirit and
our own. In the Gospels, Galilee is the place where,
for the most part, the good things happen. It’s the
place where the disciples first meet Jesus, where
they fall in love with him, where they commit themselves to him, and where miracles happen. Galilee is
the place where Jesus invites us to walk on water.
Galilee is the place where the disciples’ souls enlarge and thrive.
And that is also a place for each of our deceased
loved ones. In each of their lives, there was a
Galilee, a place where
their persons and souls

Monthly Message From Our Lady

On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje
visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

“Dear children! Also today, my prayer is for all of you, especially for all those who
have become hard of heart to my call. You are living in the days of grace and are not
conscious of the gifts which God is giving to you through my presence. Little
children, decide also today for holiness and take the example of the saints of this
time and you will see that holiness is a reality for all of you. Rejoice in the love, little
children, that in the eyes of God you are unrepeatable and irreplaceable, because
you are God's joy in this world. Witness peace, prayer and love. Thank you for having
responded to my call.”10/25/15
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were most
alive,
where their
lives radiated the energy and
exuberance
of the divine. When
we look at the life of a loved one who has died we
need to ask: Where was she most alive? What qualities did she, most-uniquely, embody and bring into a
room? Where did she lift my spirit and make me
want to be a better person?
Name those things, and you will have named
your loved one’s Galilee — and you will also have
named the Galilee of the Gospels, namely, that place
in the heart where Jesus invites you to meet him.
And that is too where you will meet your loved ones
in the communion of saints. Don’t look for a live
person in a cemetery. She’s not there. She’s in
Galilee. Meet her there.
Elizabeth Johnson, leaning on Karl Rahner, adds
this thought: “Hoping against hope, we affirm that
they (our loved ones who have died) have fallen not
into nothingness but into the embrace of the living
God. And that is where we can find them again;
when we open our hearts to the silent calmness of
God’s own life in which we dwell, not by selfishly
calling them back to where we are, but by descending into the depth of our own hearts where God also
abides.”
And the “Galilee” of our loved ones can also be
found inside our own “Galilee.” There’s a deep
place inside the heart, inside faith, hope, and charity,
were everyone, living or deceased, is met.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and
award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his
website www.ronrolheiser.com.
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December 8, 2015 - November 16, 2016
Prayer for the Jubilee of Mercy ~ Pope Francis
Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful
like the heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew
from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene
from seeking happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us,
the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman:
“If you knew the gift of God!”
You are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all
by forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world,
its Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers
would also be clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion
for those in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them
feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with
its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy
may be a year of grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm,
may bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.
We ask this through the intercession of Mary,
Mother of Mercy,
you who live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/jubilee-year-of-mercy
www.facebook.com/DiorcYearofMercy
(Holy doors, Rome © L’Osservatore Romano)

Vatican unveils Holy Year of Mercy logo

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The Holy Year of Mercy will be an opportunity to
encourage Christians to meet people’s “real needs” with concrete assistance said
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting New
Evangelization, the office organizing events for the Holy Year of Mercy.
The yearlong extraordinary jubilee will include several
individual jubilee days, such as for the Roman Curia,
catechists, teenagers and prisoners. During a news
conference at the Vatican May 5, Archbishop Fisichella
unveiled the official prayer, logo, calendar of events
and other details of the special Holy Year, which will
be celebrated from Dec. 8, 2015, until Nov. 20, 2016.
The motto, “Merciful Like the Father,” he said,
“serves as an invitation to follow the merciful
example of the Father who asks us not to judge or
condemn but to forgive and to give love and
forgiveness without measure.”
At the news conference, the council distributed
copies in several languages of the Holy Year prayer and
logo, which features Jesus — the Good Shepherd —
taking “upon his shoulders the lost soul, demonstrating
that it is the love of Christ that brings to completion the
mystery of his incarnation culminating in redemption,” the
archbishop said. The image, created by Jesuit Father Marko Rupnik, also shows
one of Jesus’ eyes merged with the man’s to show how “Christ sees with the eyes
of Adam, and Adam with the eyes of Christ.”

Holy Doors were ritually sealed at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, and
St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis, on Nov. 8.
Rea d Fr. Michel Mul loy ’s stor y at rig ht to understand the connection
between the holy door s and indulgences during a jubilee year.

The doors leading from the narthex to the
nave of the cathedral are blocked by a
velvet rope and a banner. (Below) Floyd
and Kelly Simunek and their daughter
McKayla look over the banner after Mass.
The cathedral doors will be opened
Dec. 13. (WRC photos)

Jubilee years explained:

Special celebration of a jubilee year has been part of our Catholic history since
the time of Pope Boniface in the year 1300. He invoked the jubilee year then
because of the terrible afflictions that people were suffering. It was a time of
prayer, of supplication. A special time of pilgrimage to seek forgiveness of sins
against God and against one another. It was a time of “calling people home" to
the faith.
Since 1300 till 1983 there were 120 Holy Years celebrated of which 30 strictly
would be called jubilee years.
Our Holy Father … envisions … a time of grace, a time of new life, a time of
personal renewal. How we receive this grace, experience this new life, and
undergo this personal renewal depends solely on us. Together let us walk the
journey of the months ahead as a pilgrimage.

—Msgr. William O’Connell, West River Catholic, August 1996

A second site in the
Diocese of Rapid City to
receive the indulgences
associated with a holy door
is at St. Francis Mission on
the Rosebud Reservation.
Fr. John Hatcher, SJ,
explains the purpose of
sealing the door. That door
will be opened Dec. 20
(Courtesy photo)

RESOURCES FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
(Additional resources can be found at www.rapidcitydiocese.org)

FOR ADULTS

The Church of Mercy:
A Vision for the Church,
collected from Pope Francis’
speeches, homilies, and
papers, Loyola Press
http://www.loyolapress.com/
the-church-of-mercy-hardWhat to Do When Jesus Is Hungry:
cover.htm
A Practical Guide to the Works of Mercy
by Fr. Andrew Apostoli, C.F.R.
Discussion Guide available
Ignatius Press, http://www.ignatius.com/
http://www.loyolapress.com/the-churchProducts/WDJ-P/what-to-doof-mercy-discussion-guide-10-pack.htm
when-jesus-is-hungry.aspx

Book Series from the Pontifical Council for the Promotion
of the New Evangelization (Pastoral Resources for Living
the Jubilee), Our Sunday Visitor https://www.osv.com/Shop/
Product?ProductCode=T1743
Books in the series by title:
Celebrating Mercy
The Psalms of Mercy
The Parables of Mercy
Mercy in the Fathers of
the Church
The Saints in Mercy
Mercy in the Teachings of
the Popes
The Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy
Confession: The Sacrament of Mercy

Indulgences offered for the Year of Mercy
By Fr. Michel Mulloy

Indulgences are difficult to understand.
They have a checkered history because of
the misuse of this gift in the 1500s and the
general confusion that came from that
time. At first glance, the Catechism of the
Catholic Church paragraph 1471 does not
seem to un-muddy the waters.
“An indulgence is a remission before
God of the temporal punishment due to
sins whose guilt has already been forgiven, which the faithful Christian who is
duly disposed gains under certain prescribed conditions, through the action of
the church which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of
Christ and the saints.”

What does that mean?
First, the church is the minister of redemption, which the church dispenses
and applies with authority to the satisfaction of Christ and the saints. Jesus is the
redeemer of humans. Jesus frees us from
our sins. We also believe that Jesus continues to do redeeming and freeing from
sin, with and through the church, which
he established. So, to say that the church
is the dispenser of redemption is not to
deny Jesus’ role, but to explain how that
dispensation continues today. We also
need to understand Jesus Christ has satisfied the debt that humans incurred though
sin. His death and resurrection un-leashed

FOR YOUTH

Merciful: A Life Night Series
on Mercy, Life Teen
http://lifeteen.com/cym/
resource/merciful-series-guide/

a river of God’s merciful love that flows
out unto the whole world.
Sin is real and we all know that even
though we have been initiated into God’s
merciful love through baptism we still
sin. Celebrating the Eucharist can draw us
back into that marvelous love of God and
the sacrament of reconciliation can lead
us back to that river of mercy. Through
these ways and in living a life closely
united with the risen Jesus we continue to
receive the redemption won for us by
Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Then there is the reality of temporal
punishment. Simply stated, there are effects from sins. Sin creates disunity. It
damages our relationship with God and
those whom God loves — the church. We
know that healing takes longer than a moment. Sin infects our thinking and our acting. These effects must be undone and
that process is temporal. It takes time. In
time we suffer the effects or punishment
for our sinful choices. The beauty of what
we teach is that God’s merciful love can
even reach us in this infected part of our
lives. Just as the forgiveness for sins that
comes from Jesus’ death and resurrection
is dispensed through the continuing ministry of the church, so too the freedom
from the effects of our sins come from
God through the ministry of the church as
well.
An indulgence is an action that a faithful Christian engages in to remit or re-

ONLINE
OFFICIAL WEBSITE FOR
THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va
USCCB
www.usccb.org/beliefs-andteachings/how-we-teach/
new-evangelization/year-of-mercy/
Diocesan Website
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
jubilee-year-of-mercy

Saints DVD Series
Creative Communication Center
http://www.setonbooks.com/

Facebook
www.facebook.com/
DiorcYearofMercy

move the temporal punishment due to
sins that have already been forgiven. The
key word is “faithful.”
Indulgences are not easy and quick
ways to be free of the effects of sin. As
the paragraph from the Catechism states,
the Christian must be duly disposed to
gain an indulgence and there are certain
prescribed conditions. In other words, the
church as the minister of God’s merciful
love wants to ensure to the best of her
ability that the faithful are really entering
into this spiritual exercise with the right
understanding and the right attitude so
that the genuine blessing or grace that
God gives through the church’s ministry
can truly be realized for that faithful
Christian. The remission of the temporal
punishment from sins that is granted
through an indulgence being gained is
plenary (full) or partial; it remits all of the
temporal punishment or part of it.
There are four conditions given by the
church for receiving a plenary indulgence. In addition to doing the practice
that will grant the indulgence, the faithful
Christian must celebrate the sacrament of
reconciliation, receive Eucharistic Communion, make a Profession of Faith, pray
for the intentions of the Holy Father by
reciting at least one Our Father and one
Hail Mary and be free of all attachment
to sin, even venial or less serious sins. If
the faithful Christian’s freedom from the
attachment to sin is not perfect, the

granted indulgence is partial. In addition,
under certain circumstances, the requirement to receive reconciliation or Communion can be lifted by the bishop for
those he has authority over if it is impossible or very difficult to receive these
sacraments. In such cases the faithful
must have true contrition for sin and a resolve to celebrate reconciliation and Eucharist as soon as possible. Receiving an
indulgence requires, as the catechism
states, the right disposition. Nonetheless,
it a wonderful opportunity to allow the
river of God’s merciful love to flow over,
around and through us and certainly a
spiritual exercise that is worthy of our
time and attention.
In this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of
Mercy, the Holy Father and our own
bishop have offered the following acts,
which combined with the conditions
mentioned above can result in a plenary
or partial indulgence.
1. Walk through the holy door established at the Cathedral in Rapid City and
at St. Charles Borromeo in St. Francis
2. Perform one of the corporal and/or
spiritual works of mercy
For those who are confined to their
homes due to sickness or age as well as
those in prisons, there are special conditions offered for obtaining this indulgence
when the regular means to do so is not
open to them. Check with your pastors.

IDEAS FOR CELEBRATING THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
• Find ways to live out the Works of Mercy through service in your parish
and community
• Attend the Days of Mercy each month in each parish
• Travel to the Diocesan Pilgrimage events
• Learn about mercy using one of the suggested resources, individually
or in a group study
• Receive the sacrament of reconciliation regularly
• Spend some time with Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament at your parish
• Attend daily Mass when possible
• Pray the Jesus prayer: “Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”
• Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
• Seek the intercession of our Mother, Mary
• Learn about and ask the intercession of the saints, especially the Saint of
the Month, found in the West River Catholic
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Events Schedule
Opening Events

T uesday, December 8, 2015
Opening Mass, 5:30 p.m.
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

S unday, December 13, 2015
Opening of the Holy Door
10:30 a.m. Mass
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

S unday, December 20, 2015
Opening of the Holy Door
11 a.m. CT Mass
St. Charles, St. Francis Mission

Days of Mercy
in each parish
Tuesday, December 15, 2015
Thursday, January 28, 2016
Thursday, February 25, 2016
Thursday, March 17, 2016
Thursday, April 28, 2016
Tuesday, May 17, 2016
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
Tuesday, July 19, 2016
Tuesday, August 16, 2016
Thursday, September 15, 2016
Tuesday, October 25, 2016
Thursday, November 17, 2016

Pilgrimages

February 27 — Cathedral
June 18 — St. Francis
August 20 — Timber Lake
October 22 — Pine Ridge
November 19 — Sturgis

Closing Events

Sunday, November 13, 2016
Holy Doors are closed at Cathedral
and St. Charles Borromeo

Sunday, November 20, 2016
Closing Mass, 10:30 a.m.
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
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Days of Mercy

Pilgrimages of Mercy

There are five pilgrimages. One is
scheduled in each deanery during the
Year of Mercy. These events will include:
11 a.m. Presentation
11:30 am Eucharistic Exposition
followed by a brief experience of
Lectio Divina
Noon- 2 p.m. Individual confessions
Noon-2:30 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration
2:30 Benediction
3 p.m Mass (for Sunday) followed by
healing prayers over individuals
Each presentation will cover a different
aspect of mercy.

Pilgrimage of Mercy Chaplet
At the first pilgrimage event each pilgrim
will receive a cord with a
crucifix and the first
beads to begin the
chaplet. Additional beads
will be available at subsequent pilgrimages. Suggestions for how to
use the beads to pray for mercy will
accompany the first set of beads to remind
pilgrims to pray and sacrifice.

The Corporal Works
of Mercy
Feed the hungry
Give drink to the thirsty
Clothe the naked
Shelter the homeless
Comfort the imprisoned
Visit the sick
Bury the dead

The Spiritual Works
of Mercy
Instruct the ignorant
Counsel the doubtful
Admonish sinners
Bear wrongs with patience
Forgive offenses willingly
Comfort the afflicted
Pray for the living and dead

December Saint of Mercy — Mary, Mother of Mercy
Mary, Mother of God and our mother, is truly the model
of mercy among the saints to begin our Year of Mercy. As
the mother of the Son of God, she participates in and reveals the mercy of God by sharing most intimately in his
becoming man in the Incarnation. God’s superabundant
mercy is made known to us simply by the fact that he
chose to empty himself, to become one of us, to share in
our nature. Then, he goes a step further and chooses one of
us, a creature, to be his mother. Mary’s fiat opens her up to
receive, to participate in, and to share God’s mercy in
many more ways — in her visitation to Elizabeth, in the
birth of Jesus and the visit of the shepherds and the Magi,
in the presentation of the Lord at the temple, at Cana, and
most especially at the cross. She proclaims the mercy of
God by her life and by her words, as she expresses her joy
in praise of God and prophesying the promise extended to
us, “His mercy is on those who fear him from generation to
generation” (Lk 1:50).
Mary’s union with the mercy of God continues through
Jesus’ Paschal Mystery, the gift of his very life, in which he
reveals and pours out upon us saving mercy beyond anything we could ask or imagine — what love he has shown
us, what compassion, what forgiveness! At the foot of the
cross, Mary gives us her Son, she suffers, she sacrifices, she
loves, and she forgives: “Her sacrifice is a unique sharing

One weekday each month
has been designated a Day of
Mercy. During these days,
the faithful will be given
expanded opportunities in
their local parishes for
encounters with God’s
mercy, which might include:
reconciliation, adoration,
inspirational talks and other
forms of prayer and reflection.
The Rapid City and
Piedmont parishes will take
turns hosting the Day of
Mercy for all area
parishioners. Reconciliation
and adoration will be
available in the host church
from 8 a.m.-8p.m, the
Divine Mercy Chaplet at
3 p.m., and a talk on a
mercy related topic at 7 p.m.
The day will close with
benediction at 7:45 p.m.
Check with your pastor to
find out what is happening
in your parish.

in the revelation of mercy,
that is, a sharing in the
absolute fidelity of God to
His own love ... that was
definitively fulfilled
through the cross”
(St. John Paul II, Dives in
Misericordia, 9).
Mary abandons herself
to the mercy of God
always: “The Mother of
the Crucified and Risen
One has entered the
sanctuary of divine mercy
because she participated
intimately in the mystery of His love” (Pope Francis,
Misericordiae Vultus, 24). Further, she receives and
responds to a call to be mother to us all: “Woman, behold
your son. ... Behold your mother” ( Jn 19:26-27). As her
children, we turn to our beloved Mother of Mercy: “Let us
address her in the words of the Salve Regina, a prayer ever
ancient and ever new, so that she may never tire of turning
her merciful eyes upon us, and make us worthy to
contemplate the face of mercy, her Son Jesus”
(Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, 24).
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Parents are the most significant teachers of their children
While some parents might be happy to
avoid the awkward conversations that
arise around human sexuality by allowing
the school system to provide their children’s sex education, it is nonetheless important for parents to recognize that they
are the most significant teachers and models for their own children as they mature
sexually.
Instilling a healthy attitude about sexuality in young people involves a variety
of considerations, including conveying a
proper sense of constraints and boundaries. These boundaries arise organically
through the virtue of chastity, by which a
person acquires the ability to renounce
self, to make sacrifices and to wait generously in consideration of loving fidelity
toward a future spouse, out of self-respect, and out of fidelity to God. This critical process of developing sexual
self-mastery is an area where parents are
particularly well suited to help their children.
At the end of the day, the parental duty
to influence in a positive way a child’s upbringing around sexuality cannot be abdicated or delegated. Parents know their
children in a personal and individual way

and are able to determine their readiness
for, and receptivity to, sexual information.
Moreover, the reality of parental love towards their children enables a parent to
say certain “hard things” in love that may
need to be said, in a manner that only a
parent may effectively be able to say it.
I recall the story that a middle-aged
woman once shared with me about something that happened when she was 12. She
was at home watching TV with her
mother, who was the strong authority figure in the family. At a certain moment, a
scene came across the screen where a
woman was removing her clothing and
dancing in front of a group of men. Her
mother glanced over at her and without
skipping a beat said: “I’ll kill you if you
ever do that.” Her daughter understood, of
course, that she didn’t mean it literally,
but appreciated that her mother cared
enough about her to be very direct:
“What my Mom said on that and many
other occasions stayed with me for years
afterwards, and helped me to reflect carefully on the right use of my sexuality,”
she said.
Parents influence their children in
thousands of different ways, sometimes

In Your Prayers

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death anniversaries
of the priests who serve us. Ordinations: December 16, 1984, Fr. Godfrey Muwanga. Birthdays:
December 7, Fr. Ron Garry; December 13, Fr. Kerry Prendiville; December 27, Fr. Brian Lane; December 28, Fr. Bryan Sorensen. Necrology: December 1, 1958, Robert Dube; December 2, 1975,
Robert Ready, OSB; December 6, 2014, James Michalski, SJ; December 7, 1925, Joseph
Spangemacher, SJ; December 7, 1953, Vincent Christie; December 8, 1957, Matthew Connell, SJ;
December 9, 2002, James Becht; December 12, 1936, Matthias Schmidt, SJ; December 13, 1987,
Bishop Harold J. Dimmerling; December 14, 1955, John Groell; December 17, 1989, Michael Roach;
December 18, 1967, Albert Grueter, SJ; December 19, 1946, Francis Besendorfer; December 20,
1899, Joachim Huwylet, OSB; December 20, 1946, Louis Gall, SJ; December 20, 2001, Richard
Plante; December 22, 1924, Charles Weisenhorn, SJ; December 23, 1931, Florentine Digmann, SJ;
December 24, 1968, James Walsh; December 24, 2000, William Philbin; December 28, 1948, James
Creahen; December 29, 1978, Ralph Muldoon; December 30, 1980, Cornelius Meade; December 31,
1922, John Jutz, SJ; December 31, 1936, James Sampon.

not even realizing how particular comments or observations they make can become highly significant to their child’s
thinking.
Helping children to think correctly
about human sexuality remains a delicate
and challenging task in the midst of a sexsaturated society like our own. Indeed,
our thinking about human sexuality can
easily go off the rails, and sexual activity
itself can quickly degrade into a selfish
and self-referential kind of activity, even
within marriage, if we aren’t careful to attend to deeper realities.
Spouses who have made a lifelong
marital commitment to each other in the
presence of God are uniquely empowered
to live in a way that exceeds merely viewing each other as objects or as a means to
satisfying their appetites; they become
called to, and capable of, a higher kind of
love that involves friendship, sacrifice and
self-giving.
Otherwise, a dominance of things over
persons can take over, leading to forms of
selfishness in which persons are used in
the same way as objects are used. In the
context of this kind of selfishness, a
woman, for example, can become a mere
“object” for a man, and children can be
reduced to mere “hindrances” on the part
of their parents.
The human sexual love that is nurtured
within a healthy marriage, meanwhile,
generates communion between persons,
as each comes to consider the good of the
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other as his or her own good. Marital sexuality is thus meant to go beyond merely
existing with someone else and using
them for selfish gain, and instead calls a
person to existing for someone else
through total self-gift.
As husband and wife seek to live out
these truths of their human sexuality, they
impart valuable and important lessons to
their children about generosity, unselfish
living, and chastity, where that chastity is
seen as the spiritual energy capable of defending love from the perils of selfishness
and aggressiveness. Parents are in the
unique position of being able to model for
their children a healthy example of sexual
integration, generosity, and self-mastery
within marriage. Under these circumstances, parents also convey to their children the beautiful message that human
sexuality reaches far beyond the biological, and touches on the most intimate core
of the human person, particularly as experienced in his or her capacity for personal and radical self-gift to another in
marriage, faithful even unto death.
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Born to Eternal Life

These names are a list of family and friends
we lost from October 1, 2014, to
September 30, 2015. Names and dates were
furnished by the parishes.

Belle Fourche, St. Paul
10/14/14 Darlene Burckhard
(Las Vegas, NV)
11/2/14 Josephine Kidd
12/27/14 Irene Erhart
12/29/14 Herbert Lesmeister
1/12/15 Eldon Olson
1/21/15 Elmer Penning
2/2/15 Donald Trainor
6/3/15 Mildred Sowers
Bison, Blessed Sacrament
8/14/15 Lela Englehart
Bonesteel, Immaculate Conception
3/29/15 Ray Schmitz
Bullhead, St. Aloysius
1/24/15 Jerome Otter Robe
4/2/15 (Infant) Deyondrea Nolan
White Eagle
5/27/15 Leonard Lawlence
5/30/15 Juan White Eagle
6/1/15 Yvonne Feather
Burke, Sacred Heart
11/26/14 Dorothy Laposky
3/1/15 Esther Seymour
3/15/15 Eugene Smith
4/26/15 LaVerna Esterling
Cherry Creek, St. Joseph
3/8/15 Melvin La Claire
5/1/15 Rain Kubria (Clarksville, TN)
Custer, St. John the Baptist
10/24/14 Madeline Burke (Wanblee)
12/16/14 Richard Slavik (Rapid City)
2/26/15 Leonard Wood
4/8/15 James “Zeke” Hylle
5/13/15 Zigmund “Ziggy”
Maciejewski
9/13/15Harry Evans
Deadwood, St. Ambrose
2/28/15 Georgia Lubisher
Dupree, Sacred Heart
10/31/14 Allen White (Pierre)
4/26/15 Douglas Knight
5/13/15 Patricia Knight (Cherry Creek)
Eagle Butte, All Saints
11/2/14 Jerome Dosch
11/26/14 Veronica Emery
12/2/14 Gladys Jochim (Ft. Pierre)
1/7/15 Robert Rousseau (Richfield,
MN)
1/15/15 Andy Jochim (Ft. Pierre)
2/9/15 Patty Keopke (Chamberlain)
2/15/15 Josi Halfred Mendoza
(Chandler, AZ)
3/26/15 Jennie Schatz
5/4/15 Helen Laurenz
8/13/15 Thomas LaPlante
Edgemont, St. James
3/17/15 Howard Henderson
(Miles City, MT)

Fairfax, St. Anthony
3/21/15 Beulah Tamayo
4/14/15 Evelyn Wolf (Atkinson, NE)
Faith, St. Joseph
10/15/14 Elvon Lutz
2/22/15 Wayne Doak (Belle Fourche)
4/12/15 Donald Lutz
4/25/15 Mathilda Grueb
10/27/15 Kevin Jordan
Fort Pierre , St. John
12/27/14 Marion Swanson ( Pierre)
3/24/15 Mary Curtis Jansen
(Phoenix, AZ)
5/8/15 Mike Fahey (Pierre)
5/8/15 Patrick Duffy (Sioux Falls)
5/25/15 Phyllis Squires (Pierre)
7/25/15 Larry Giddings
7/29/15 DeWayne Strohfus
Gregory, St. Joseph
12/7/14 Kathryn Shedeed (Winner)
12/15/14 William Jonas (Fort Randall)
12/18/14 Janet Sattler
3/15/15 Lisa Nemer
3/16/15 Ray Vomacka
(Lake Norden)
4/5/15 Orlon Higgins
4/13/15 Earl Boxa
4/14/15 Kenneth Drey
5/11/15 Caroline Vedral
6/2/15 Thomas Beckers
(Baton Rouge, LA)
Hermosa, St. Michael
5/5/15 Herman Rausch
8/23/15 Sherri Pershall
Hill City, St. Rose of Lima
10/18/14 Dorothy Hagerty
11/8/14 Rita Burg
12/30/14 Frieda Niggemann
3/20/15 James Wodahl
8/7/15 James Peterson
8/25/15 Frank Houser
9/3/15 Norma Clinton
Hot Springs, St. Anthony
11/2/14 Helen Curtis
12/23/14 Jane Miller
1/5/15 Richard Galeano
1/25/15 Christopher Hacker
5/9/15 Dorothy Fetters
5/29/15 Charles Rasinski
6/11/15 Jolene Villa
Isabel, St. Mary
6/6/15 John Beer
Kennel, Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
11/15/14 Charles Holy Bear
2/7/15 Swan Little Bear
3/1/15 Isabelle Crow Feather
3/21/15 Theresa White Bull
3/30/15 Maxine White Bull
6/20/15 Linda Good House
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7/8/15 Cordell “CJ” Yellow Fat
7/27/15 Tad Walking Elk
8/23/15 Gordon White Bull, Sr.
Kennebec, St. Michael
4/3/15 Bill Anderson
7/16/15 Josie Schoenfelder
Keystone, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
10/23/14 Elisa “Lisa” Patterson
Kyle, Our Lady of Sorrows
10/15/14 Ronald Janis
10/16/14 Sherrie Means (Allen)
11/6/14 Ronald Emery (Eagle Butte)
11/7/14 Mary Bull Bear (Kadoka)
11/26/14 Mary Jo Bettelyoun
(Wanblee)
11/30/14 Hobart “Guy”
White Thunder
12/17/14 Duane Jealous of Him
12/17/14 Elvis Means (Rapid City)
12/20/14 Allen Locke
(Rapid City)
1/13/15 Autumn Salway (Allen)
1/15/15 John Charging Crow, Sr.
1/16/15 Benjamin Fire Thunder, Sr.
(Madill, OK)
1/30/15 Sharon Pleasant (Pine Ridge)
2/14/15 Jayden Locke-Wisecarver
(Rapid City)
3/15/15 Mervin Little Cloud
3/23/15 Phillip “Wally” Waters (Allen)
3/26/15 Donroy Big Crow (Pine Ridge)
4/4/15 Howard Hunter, Sr.
4/6/15 Leonard Ferguson
4/22/15 Steven Gay
4/27/15 Dre’ Vonte Richards
(Rapid City)
5/11/15 George Pumpkin Seed
(Wanblee)
5/18/15 Oscar Jealous Of Him
5/26/15 Marvin “Sonny” O’Rourke
(Madera, CA)
6/4/15 John Puckett
6/30/15 Hoksi-Cala Vasquez
Long Soldier
6/28/15 Renzel Palmier Two Crow
(Pine Ridge)
7/2/15 (Infant) Andrea Pierce Orellana
(Spearfish)
7/2/15 Delbert Yellow Wolf
8/5/15 Corrine Ruff
8/13/15 Leon Cross (Bismarck, ND)
8/17/15 Nathaniel Bettelyoun
Standing Soldier (Wanblee)
8/21/15 Belinda Bull Bear Talks
8/30/15 Marlon Featherman
(Potato Creek)
9/3/15 Gordon Amiotte (Martin)
9/15/15 Barbara Rock (Rapid City)
Lead, St. Patrick
11/16/14 Patricia “Pat” Furze
11/30/14 Anthony “Tony”
Sentovich
12/31/14 David “Dave” Hernes
1/5/15 Kenneth “Ken” Baenen
1/24/15 Rose Kovacevich
2/1/15 Georgine Foerster
2/13/14 James Schopen
2/27/15 Kathryn “Kay” Wermers
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3/10/15 Charles “Chuck” Crotty
4/17/15 Beata Schwindt
4/18/15 Johan Reynolds
4 29, 15 Eizabeth “Betty” Dunn
5/9/15 James “Jim” Kovacevich
5/26/15 John Percevich
6/28/15 Charles Laurenti
7/22/15 Eva Palmer
7/25/15 Joyce Kluthe
8/21/15 Joyce Kucera Sears
9/5/15 Brant Blaha
9/20/15 John Milos
9/21/15 Duane Ellis
Lemmon, St. Mary
10/29/14 Kenneth Berge
11/9/14 Stanley Lesselyoung
12/25/14 Francis Hulm
1/5/15 Katherine Hess
1/6/15 Gerald Heier
5/31/15 Isabel Boesflug
6/1/15 Mary Hillius
7/20/15 Joe Tomac
Lower Brule, St. Mary
3/21/15 Victor Grassrope, Jr.
4/3/15 Micheal Jandreau
7/21/15 Joann Crazy Bull
10/10/15 Mary Jane Bad Horse
(Powell)
Manderson, St. Agnes
12/23/14 Emil Red Elk, Jr.
1/5/15 Richard Kills Enemy
in the Night
2/4/15 Santana Janis
2/20/15 Kirby White Hawk
3/11/15 Harlee Tall Jumping Eagle
3/19/15 Amanda Pumpkin Seed
3/22/15 Louie Brave Heart
5/3/15 Rebecca Albert
5/7/15 John Knight Wounded Horse
5/15/15 Aaliyah Horse
6/16/15 Lillian Yellow Horse
6/28/15 Mary Ann White Butterfly
7/6/15 William Siers
7/19/15 Isabella Janis
7/24/15 Baylee Makes Him First
8/2/15 JoAnn White Hawk
8/12/15 Gina Ladeaux
8/11/15 Danielle Twiss Decory
9/20/15 Tom Amoitte
9/23/15 Howard Wilson
9/20/15 Moses Bull Bear
10/22/15 Henry Jumping Eagle
Martin, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
3/17/15 Joe Milk
3/27/15 Tim Arnold
McIntosh, St. Bonaventure
6/9/15 Geneva Ellis
McLaughlin, Saint Bernard
8/30/15 Bernice Sitting Dog
9/7/15 Velia Salas
Midland, St. WIlliam
2/10/15 Vincent Schofield
5/15/15 Arline Petoske
Mission, St. Thomas
8/28/15 Pansy Bordeaux Schmidt
8/28/15 Hank Murray
9/7/15 Irene Guerue Yellow

Murdo, St. Martin
4/3/15 Jane Springer
Newell, St. Mary, Star of the Sea
11/10/14, Judy Tishmack
4/28/15, Cleo Wood
1/4/15 Quintin Collins
New Underwood, St. John
the Evangelist
4/14/15 Mary Ann Trople
Oglala, Our Lady of the Sioux
10/18/14 Vera Good Lance
10/18/14 Gerald Little
10/20/14 Curtis Two Bulls, Sr.
11/8/14 Candice Young
11/20/14 Alan Watson
11/24/14 Will Garnier
12/8/14 Bernadette Tobacco
1/3/15 Trudell Slow Bear, Sr.
1/9/15 Elton Long Soldier
1/12/15 Lorraine Little-Piel
1/16/15 Dawn Bird Necklace-Pipe On
Head
1/20/15 Charles Running Hawk, Jr.
1/ 23/15 Marian Bald Eagle
1/28/15 Virginia Ten Fingers
2/14/15 Monica Swallow-Marshall
3/9/15 Wilber Warrior
3/14/15 Prince Bagola
4/2/15 Lindon Bad Heart Bull
4/7/15 Lynette Bettelyoun
4/8/15 Vincent Brewer
5/2/15 Tillie White
5/22/15 Michael New Holy
6/21/15 Kaley New Holy-Twiss
8/23/15 Jennifer Star Comes Out
8/23/15 Darwin Eagle Louse, Sr.
8/27/15 Allen Long Soldier
9/2/15 Margaret Slow Bear-Lone Elk
9/4/15 Fred Two Bulls, Jr.
9/20/15 Lorina Good Voice FluteVierra
Parmelee, St. Agnes
2/7/15 Joseph Charging Hawk
7/18/15 Valencia Winter Smith
8/25/15 Lila Young
Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills
11/8/14 James Kennedy
(Chicago, IL)
3/24/15 Joseph Creek
3/27/15 Leo Crawford
4//6/15 Regina “Reggie” Gingras
4/15/15 Donald Bendt
5/25/15 George Dushaw
6/16/15 Evelyn Meyer
6/19/15 Todd Guffey
8/10/15 Donald Thrall
Pine Ridge, Holy Rosary Mission
5/18/15 Eugene Buechel Rooks
(Hot Springs)
Pine Ridge, Sacred Heart
10/10/14 Laura Brewer (Omaha, NE)
11/5/14 Bonita Merrival (Irene)
11/8/14 Cecilia Flesh Morrison
(Hot Springs)

November 2015

11/10/14 Wakan Williams
12/21/14 Edith Bettelyoun (Rapid City)
12/8/14 Larvie Running Hawk
12/18/14 Lilly Salway
12/25/14 Maria White Calf
12/28/14 Ethelyn Shangreau
1/2/15 Larry Steele
1/10/15 Arthur Janis (Billings, MT)
1/14/15 Mark Waln (Bismark, ND)
1/24/15 Eileen Whirl Wind Horse
1/31/15 Alanie Mesteth
2/4/15 Irene Tibbits (Hot Springs)
2/15/15 Colter Bissonette (Infant)
3/4/15 Shirley Fresquez {Rapid City)
3/7/15 Neil Fullen
4/7/15 Lynette Bettelyoun (Rapid City)
4/8/15 Vincent Brewer
4/25/15 Alan Holiday
4/21/15 Earl K. Standing Soldier
(Scottsbluff, NE)
5/6/15 Consuelo Brown (Rapid City)
5/23/15 Benjamin Big Crow
6/18/15 Richard Garnett
6/28/15 Mary Ann Red Cloud
8/1/15 Richard Shangreau
8/18/15 Emil McGaa (Sheridan, WY)
8/29/15 Delores Alvarado
(Slim Buttes)
Philip, Sacred Heart
12/8/14 Gregor Weber
1/19/15 Lois Shearn
2/19/15 Peggy Jo Weber Stone
6/7/15 Carol Price
6/22/15 Darrel Peterson
7/4/15 Barbara Smith
7/10/15 Kay Reckling (Kadoka)
8/12/15 Katrina Burns
(Henderson, NV)
9/19/15 Albert Seaton (Clear Lake, IA)
Porcupine, Christ the King
11/10/14 Joy Sherman (Rapid City)
4/9/15 Alden Brewer, Sr. (Rockyford)
4/18/15 Jayden White Face
5/12/15 Rachel Fox (Lead)
5/28/15 Pedro Hernandez
6/11/15 Howard Provost (Martin)
7/11/15 John Marshall, Sr.
8/17/15 Donald Little
9/28/15 Clarence “Pat” Pourier
Presho, Christ the King
12/2/14 Helen Cole
4/1/15 Michael Sweeney
4/17/15 Nancy Hall (Aurora, NE)
8/1/15 Elaine Hight
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament
10/3/14 Esther Joyce
10/13/14 Patricia Irving
10/25/14 Wayne Nelson
11/6/14 Edith Talley
11/14/14 James Kramer
11/15/14 Milton “Pat” Tracy
11/20/15 Richard Krull
11/27/14 Jacqueline Walker
12/2/14 Scott Drabik
12/10/14 Aloysius Conrade
12/16/14 Mary Kay Morgan
12/17/14 Howard Bowling
12/27/14 Ethel Sedevie

(Bowman, ND)
12/30/14 Sr. Marie Schwan, CSJ
1/11/15 Darlene Fritschen
2/2/15 Rosemary Tobin
2/28/15 Bernard “Pat” McGinnis
3/1/15 Alice McDonald
3/12/15 Rosie Galbraith
3/12/15 Mary Petres
3/14/15 William Nordrum
3/26/15 Lois Beach
5/4/15 Douglas Wittenhagen
5/4/15 Lyle Larson
5/13/15 Gary McKinney
5/13/15 Francis Joyce
5/15/15 Janet Hubbeling
5/26/15 David Mosey
6/8/15 Joseph Schneller
6/21/15 Nannette Naumann
7/30/15 Michael Ellison
8/3/15 Marie Vallette
8/8/15 Kathryn Evans
8/12/15 Zbigniew “Ziggy” Hladysz
8/23/15 Delores Hamm
9/6/15 Irma Rubin
9/10/15 Dorothy Johnson
Rapid City, Cathedral
11/16/14 Kaye Back
11/24/14 James Berendes
11/28/14 Fr. Peter Kovarik
12/8/14 Abdulia Benfit
12/24/14 Deacon Eugene Heckathorne
12/27/14 Daniel Williams
12/28/14 Mary Ann Klein
1/9/15 Henry Waldman
1/11/15 Shirley Hunt
1/14/15 Richard Kovarik
1/14/15 Lois Rank
1/15/15 Patricia Baumgartner
1/25/15 Charles “Don” Dunmire
1/31/15 Victoria Bates
2/4/15 Theodore Somber
2/11/15 Bonnie Kirksey
2/14/15 Norma Pendo
3/11/15 Sheila Nelson
3/17/15 Peanut Keeler
4/3/15 Mary Hagg
4/3/15 Katherine Faison
4/9/15 Hazel McLellan
5/7/15 Mary Klauck
5/10/15 John Colgan
5/18/15 Warren Engelbrecht
5/18/15 Laura Vifquain
5/23/15 Mary Ann Johnson
4/21/15 Nancy Brady (Kingwood, TX)
6/12/15 Maxine Wilcox (Casper, WY)
6/14/15 Shirley Faust
6/21/15 Armoryl “Army” Theissen
7/8/15 Mary Hopkins
7/14/15 Marina de la Cruz
7/14/15 Leona Brandner
7/23/15 Elmer Schortzmann
7/24/15 Melvin “Smokey” Lien
7/31/15 David Ruhl
8/14/15 Harold Rowe
8/16/15 Martin Erck
8/27/15 Andrew Hepnar (Chicago, IL)
8/29/15 Msgr. William O’Connell
9/2/15 Dennis Kauer
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9/8/15 John Deily
9/3/15 Norma Clinton
9/17/15 Catherine Huebner
9/23/15 Jane Bridges
Rapid City, Immaculate Conception
11/19/14 Kaycee Hoffbauer
1/28/15 Margaret “Margie” Cole
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues
10/9/14 Myrtle Howard (Sioux Falls)
10/15/14 Hope Red Leaf
(Dickinson, ND)
11/16/14 Marie Lambert
1/1/15 Annarae Ponce
(Idaho Falls, ID)
2/9/15 Carlos Hopkins, Sr.
2/24/15 Mercy Glenn
2/28/15 Madeline Steen
2/27/15 Colton Stranger Horse
3/11/15 Sidney Whitesell
7/15/15 Shelden Terrill Wilkins
8/30/15 Vernilla Bruning-Siers
9/30/15 Marlo Jurisch
Rapid City, St. Therese
10/12/14 Carrol Krause
10/19/14 Thomas Timmons
11/13/14 James Hanson
12/15/14 Dorothea “Dorothy” Rapp
12/20/14 Rose Beshara Justice
1/3/15 Roman Pientok
1/16/15 Fern Keller
1/30/15 Taxi Rapp
2/4/15 Carol Fleming
2/12/15 Mary Kay Coughlin
3/14/15 Albert Gaudette
4/16/15 Felice “Fe” Hayden
5/2/15 Eugene Kirchgesler (Sioux Falls)
5/02/15 Durwood Bouzek
(Hot Springs)
6/5/15 Leo Griffin
6/27/15 Elizabeth “Betty” Halverson
7/6/15 Teresa Czmowski
8/21/15 Bennett “JR” Christensen
8/29/15 Anita Miller
9/6/15 Charles “Bill” Wolken
(New Underwood)
9/28/15 Irene Doyle
Red Scaffold, Sacred Heart
10/31/14 Keiko Iron Hawk
Reliance, St. Mary
2/21/15 Mary Ann Rogers
4/29/15 Donna Peterson
9/3/15 Carl Peterson
Rosebud, St. Bridget
5/1/15 Gabrielle Gabriel
5/19/15 Janel Sully
9/2/15 Rouvena Marshall
St. Francis, St. Charles Borromeo
10/10/14 (Infant) Lindsay
NeverMissAShot (AnnArbor, Ml)
10/25/14 Cornelia Swan
12/6/14 John Crispin
(Coeur d’ Alene, lD)
12/10/14 William “Babe” Laffetry
(Billings, MT)
12/23/14 Clement Lamoureaux,
(Rapid City)
3/14/15 David Fool Bull, Sr.
4/3/15 Mary McCloskey

4/7/15 Kirby Sharpfish (Two Strike)
4/7/15 Russell Sharpfish (Two Strike)
4/13/15 lver Crow Eagle, Sr.
(Two Strike)
6/8/15 Sammuel White Lance
6/11/15 Michael Bear Robe, Sr.
7/16/15 Lenus Red Feather, Sr.
7/18/15 Quentin Bear Heels
(Corn Creek)
7/26/15 Donald Jordan (Dothan, AL)
7/31/15 Ed Charging Elk, Sr.
(Antelope)
8/1/15 Brady Little Shield
(Spring Creek)
8/1/15 Travis Yellow Eyes
8/7/15 Roy One Star (Two Strike)
8/8/15 Suzanna SwiftHawk-McCloskey
(Rapid City)
8/8/15 Steven Valandra
8/8/15 (Infant) Manuel Huezo
8/11/15 Michelle Black Bear
(Corn Creek)
8/20/15 Bernard Haukaas
9/8/15 James Standing Soldier
(Horse Creek)
9/9/15 Sterling Kills Plenty
(Soldier Creek)
9/11/15 Thomas Bordeaux
Spearfish, St. Joseph
11/5/14 Shirley Douglas
11/25/14 Deacon Vern Rath
11/25/14 Jennifer Barraclough
12 /24/14 Allevia Gillespie
1/2/15 Donna DeCook
1/10/15 Lois Doran
1/6/15 Meryle Zubrod
2/20/15 Wayne Nankivel
2/21/15 Janet Ziegler (Mitchell)
2/21/15 Vincent Hafner
3/8/15 Charles DeMinck
3/13/15 Harriet Dias
4/7/15 Mary Jane Schuchardt
4/21/15 Stanley Weber
6/8/15 Lois Heinis
7/25/15 Clifford Papik
8/10/15 Kristin Hoff
8/18/15 Dale Burke
8/13/25 Theresa Burke
9/5/15 Ray Olson
9/3/15 Leo Larson
9/12/15 Valerie Munsell
9/19/15 Eileen Schuttler
9/19/15 John Aberle, Sr.
9/27/15 Elsie Villone
Sturgis, St. Francis of Assisi
10/1/14 Lorene Duenwold
11/19/14 Kaycee Hoffbauer
1/1/15 George Medley
1/1/15 Pearl McLean
2/8/15 Louie Scherer
2/15/15 Jean Scheiffer
2/27/15 Martin Schaffer
3/11/15 Mary Baker
3/17/15 Warren Prascher
4/4/15 Robert Moulter
4/29/15 Julia Young
6/7/15 Ann Morman
7/21/15 John Charron
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7/21/15 Eileen Lecy
8/8/15 Patty Jo Barff
Timber Lake, Holy Cross
7/17/15 Burial Robert Burns
(Denver, CO)
12/28/14 Angeline Keller
1/24/15 Garnet Peterson (Aberdeen)
6/3/15 Judith Schweitzer
7/21/15 Dwight Schweitzer
(Rapid City)
7/26/15 Rosemarie Barton
(El Paso, TX)
Trail City, Holy Rosary
8/30/15 John Reinbold
Wakapala, St Bede
11/9/14 Martin Medicine
11/27/14 Drew Cadotte
12/12/14 Ramey Hill
(ecumenical service)
7/11/15 Joseph Strong Heart
Wall, St. Patrick
8/6/15 Earl Hammerstrom
Watauga, St. Michael
2014 Vivian Gannon
White Horse, St. Therese
11/24/14 Louie Jewett
4/22/15 Rita Montreal (Mobridge)
White River, Sacred Heart
7/16/15 Franklin Bear Heels
9/16/15 Teresa Stands
Winner, Immaculate Conception
10/2/14 Loyola Eckstaine
10/15/14 Jesse Root (Aurora, CO)
10/18/14 Rita Jares (Park Ridge, IL)
11/2/14 MaryAnn Polasky
11/7/14 Robert Kubal
11/28/14 Thomas Mayes
12/8/14 Michael Cousins
12/8/14 Thomas Steele (Rapid City)
12/16/14 Thomas Falencik (Sioux Falls)
1/2/15 Helen Armstrong
1/20/15 Cecelia Larsen
(Flower Mound, TX)
1/27/15 Sedonia Wagner
2/23/15 Grace Neyens
2/24/15 Debra Allibone (Kearney, NE)
3/4/15 Alfred Koos
3/19/15 Kathryn Rutherford
(Rapid City)
4/7/15 Patricia Nelson (Sioux Falls)
4/17/15 Lorene Wolf
5/3/15 Gloria Leibrich
5/12/15 James Dohmen
5/15/15 (Infant) Luke Chytka
6/20/15 Mavis Pfeifer Thompson
(Chico, CA)
7/21/15 Joanne Zeigler
5/15/15 Myrtle Kewley
(North Port, FL)
7/31/15 Alice Bobick
8/5/15 Dorothy Kulbel
9/2/15 Dennis Kauer (funeral Rapid
City/burial Winner)
9/10/15 Daniel Musilek
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Obituary

Sr. Lois Wagner, 92, from Ralph

News

Sr. Lois “Placid” Wagner, OSF passed away Oct. 27 at Clare
House Dubuque, Iowa. Mass of Christian Burial was Oct. 30 in
Francis Chapel and burial is at Mount Calvary Cemetery. She
was born Dec. 26, 1922, at Ralph. Her parents were Andrew and
Mathilda (Kurtenacker) Wagner. She entered the Sisters of St.
Francis Aug. 24, 1942, and made final profession of vows Aug.
10, 1948. Sister Lois ministered as an educator in the Iowa cities
of Cascade, Keota, Temple Hill, Sugar Creek, and LaMotte, and
at Wahlert High School. She served many years in the sewing
Sr. Lois
room at Mt. St. Francis.
Wagner,
OSF
She is survived by a sister-in-law, Rose Wagner, her nieces
and nephews, and her Franciscan Sisters with whom she shared
72 years of her life.
Memorials may be given to the Sisters of St. Francis, Dubuque, Iowa.

Advent Reconciliation
Schedule

November 2015

Belle Fourche, St. Paul, Thursday, Dec. 10 — 7 p.m.
Bison, Blessed Sacrament, Monday, Dec. 14 — 7 p.m.
Bonesteel, Immaculate Conception, Friday, Dec. 11 — 6:30 p.m.
Buffalo, St. Anthony, Tuesday, Dec. 1 — 7 p.m.
Burke, Sacred Heart, Wednesday, Dec. 9 — 6:30 p.m.
Colome, St. Isidore, Tuesday, Dec. 15 — 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Deadwood, St. Ambrose, Sunday, Dec. 13 — 3 p.m.
Dupree, Sacred Heart, Sunday, Dec. 20 — 4 p.m.
Eagle Butte, All Saints, Sunday, Dec. 20 — 4 p.m.
Faith, St. Joseph, Sunday, Dec. 20 — 7 p.m.
Ft. Pierre, St. John, Sunday, Dec. 13 — 6 p.m.
Gregory, St. Joseph, Wednesday, Dec. 16 — 5:30 p.m.
Hill City, St. Rose, Monday, Dec. 14 — 7 p.m.
Hot Springs, St. Anthony, Thursday, Dec. 10 — 7 p.m.
Isabel, St. Mary, Monday, Dec. 14 — 7 p.m.
Keystone, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Monday, Dec. 14 — 4 p.m.
Lemmon, St. Mary, Sunday, Dec. 13 — 7 p.m.
McIntosh, St. Bonaventure, Thursday, Dec. 17 — 5 p.m.
McLaughlin, St. Bernard, Friday, Dec. 18 — 6 p.m.
Murdo, St. Martin, Sunday, Dec. 20 — 5 p.m.
New Underwood, St. John, Friday, Dec. 18 — 7p.m.
Newell, St. Mary, Sunday, Dec. 6 — 11 a.m.
Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills, Tuesday, Dec. 1 — 7 p.m.
Presho, Christ the King, Sunday, Dec. 20 — 3 p.m.
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament, Monday, Nov. 30 — 7 p.m.
Rapid City, Cathedral, Day of Mercy, Tuesday, Dec. 15
Rapid City, St. Therese, Thursday, Dec. 17 — 7 p.m.
Reliance, St. Mary, Tuesday, Dec. 15 — 6 p.m.
Spearfish, St. Joseph, Wednesday, Dec. 23 — 7 p.m.
Sturgis, St. Francis, Thursday, Dec. 3 — 7 p.m.
Timber Lake, Holy Cross, Monday, Dec. 21 — 7 p.m.
Watauga, St. Michael, Saturday, Dec. 12 — 6 p.m.
Winner, Immaculate Conception, Wednesday, Dec. 2 — 5:30-7:30 p.m.

November 2015

News

Year of Consecrated Life 2015: Fr. George Winzenburg, SJ
Father George Winzenburg learned
about the Jesuits by attending basketball games at Marquette, a Jesuit university in Milwaukee, his hometown.
“My journey toward entering the Society of Jesus began at Marquette
University High School when a
young Jesuit teaching there introduced me to prayer. He gave me a
book that invited me to spend 15 minutes a day talking to God in my own
words about things that were important to God and to me,” said Father
Winzenburg. “I next used a book that
took me through the life of Christ.
Jesus became real for me. I discovered a companion and friend.”
He said he was drawn to Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam, (For the Greater
Glory of God) which his Jesuit teachers modeled by what they said and
did. “They told us not to fear the
world but to hold it in wonder and
awe; creation was God’s home. They
taught us to work hard but also have
fun and make good friends. They
gave us a classical education and said
the lessons of the past would help us

understand the challenges we would
face. They taught us
to think big but
have an eye for detail. They told us we
would become leaders who could
change the world.
They showed us one
could know Christ
Fr. George
and love the church. Winzenburg,
Our Jesuit teachers
SJ
were warm and approachable; they enjoyed one another
and showed us that learning and living
in community could be fun,” he said.
His parents raised him to be a good
Catholic. “They never told me what to
do, but they were proud that I followed the path I desired,” said Father
Winzenburg.
Jesuits are trained to be available
for mission. “Let your Provincial Superior know your passion for God,
your desire to serve, your strengths
and limitations. He will place you in a
ministry that will stretch you intellec-

tually, emotionally, and spiritually.
Accept the assignment, do your best
every day, and learn from the people
you work with and serve. God will
provide the milestones,” he said.
Currently, Father Winzenburg is
president of Red Cloud Indian School,
which includes The Heritage Center at
Red Cloud and the parishes on the
Pine Ridge Reservation.
What would he tell a person considering consecrated life?
“Pray that God open your mind and
heart to his Word. Ask Jesus to be
your friend. Imagine doing ‘something beautiful for God,’ as Mother
Teresa said. Go to the margins, as
Pope Francis says, and let them teach
you what it means to rely on God. Get
a spiritual director who can help you
understand your deepest desires.”
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Newman Campaign Director

Do you want to make a difference?
Nestled in the Northern Black Hills,
consider living and working in beautiful, Spearfish, S.D. The BHSU Newman Center sponsored by St. Joseph’s
Parish is looking for a Capital Campaign and Development Director.
Ideal candidates will have a min three
yrs experience in fundraising, sales
and marketing.
Candidates need to have excellent
communication and organizational
skills, be able to contact donors and
solicit funds. Preferred candidates are
expected to be involved in the
Spearfish community and be available for some evening and weekend
events. Bachelor’s Degree or
equivalent experience required.
Please email resume with references
to diane@stjosephspearfish.com.
Applications will be accepted until
November 30, 2015.
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Safe Environment: Faith calls
us to respond and protect

News

In 2002, the crime and sin of child sexual abuse by clergy was brought out in
the open for all to see. Courageous victims/survivors and journalists struggled in
bringing these crimes to light, calling for action. Individually and together the
bishops of this country expressed their great sorrow and profound regret for the
grave harm inflicted on victims of abuse and their families by members of the
clergy of the Catholic Church. They asked for forgiveness and promised to do
everything in their power to prevent this from ever happening again. To this end,
the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People was approved by the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). A nationwide network
of victim assistance and safe environment training was created to implement the
requirements of the Charter. It includes guidelines and directs action to create a
safe environment for children and young people; to promote healing and reconciliation of victims and survivors; to make prompt and effective response to allegations; to cooperate with civil authorities and to discipline offenders.
The bishops will constantly work to educate both children and adults who work
with them in their dioceses on matters pertaining to a safe environment for
children and vulnerable adults. All are called to protect the life and dignity of each
person, especially of children and vulnerable adults. It is our prayer and hope that
through our actions victims/survivors and their families will find the healing they
so richly deserve. The clergy, church personnel and parents in the Diocese of
Rapid City overwhelmingly embrace the current diocesan safe environment
program and work hard to implement this important training in their parishes.
Bishop Robert Gruss humbly invites anyone who is currently experiencing or
may have experienced sexual abuse by clergy to please come forward.
Diocese of Rapid City, Victim Assistance Coordinator: Barbara Scherr
(605) 209-3418

Sexual Misconduct Policy and Code of Conduct of the Diocese of Rapid City
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/safe-environment/program-adults/
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/
Charter-for the-Protection-of-Children-and-Young-People-revised-2011.pdf
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Exploring Consecrated Life

From Immaculate Conception Church, Rapid City, twelve Handmaids of the Queen
Sodality members went to Lincoln, Neb., in response to Pope Francis’ declaration of
the 2015 Year for Consecrated Life. They visited two convents in the Lincoln area; The
Holy Spirit Adoration Sisters and the Discalced Carmelites of the Carmel of Jesus: Mary
and Joseph. Father Christopher Hathaway, FSSP, their pastor, served as the spiritual
director for the trip. The group also had a tour of Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary
where Fr. Hathaway celebrated Mass and led a tour. In addition, they visited the
Museum of St. Therese and the Museum of Religious Arts in Logan, Iowa.
(Photo courtesy Jean Carlson)

Celebrate the blessings
of the Advent and Christmas seasons!

Shop for novel and inspirational gifts for everyone at the Mustard Seed.
Stop in early for the best selection of Christmas cards and Nativity sets
and other religious decor items. We have many new titles and
old favorites for the readers on your list. If we don't have what
you need in stock we will be glad to order it for you!
PChildren's toys
PMugs
Puzzles
P
PRosaries
PJewelry
PReligious articles
P Art
PCDs
P Candles
PDVDs
Coffees
New items arrive weekly!
P

Merry Christmas from the

708 St Joseph St., Rapid City l 605-348-5228

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the
safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of
sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara
Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately
at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information
will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged
abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the
code of conduct are posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.
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New employees

News

Mary Garrigan joined the Diocese of Rapid City as a
grant writer in a newly created position to be shared with
Catholic Social Services on November 2. She will work to
maintain relationships and requirements with traditional
funding sources, while focusing her efforts on cultivating
new funding sources for both the diocese and CSS.
Initially, she will invest time in becoming more familiar
with the needs and capabilities around the diocese.
Mary Garrigan
She will report to Tim Henderson at the diocese and to
John Schmit at CSS. Garrigan has previously worked for
the Rapid City Journal as a news, feature, and opinion writer and in the
tourism industry. She is a member of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City.
On October 16, Amy Julian began work as the Director of
Family Life Ministries. She is a graduate of the College of
William and Mary, Williamsburg, Va. After joining the
Catholic Church in 2001, she has been certified as a
Catechist for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, received
Basic Certification from the Veritatis Splendor Institute,
and been involved in the RCIA/RCIC program at St. Joseph
Church, Spearfish. She has been a member of the Pro-Life
Amy Julian
Commission, Social Justice Commission, and Rachel’s
Vineyard team. She is a member of St. Joseph Church. To learn more about
the programs Family Life Ministries offers, visit
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/family-life-ministries-social-justice/.
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas news
(Right) S.D. Governor Dennis Daugaard declared October 18 as Catholic Daughters of
the Americas Day. (Below) Bishop Robert
Gruss, Ellen Robertson, Maria Snow, Ruby
Matejcik, Maria Corazon Goodwin, Colleen
Kerk, and Tonchi Weaver pose for a photo
during “Dinner with the Bishop.” The raffle,
sponsored by the CDA, was won by Crystal
Robertson who gave the winning ticket to
her mother Ellen. (Courtesy photo)
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NPM hold fall banquet and awards ceremony
The Rapid City Chapter of the National Pastoral Musicians held its fall
meeting at Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City, in October. Lee Gwozdz,
master clinician and entertainer, presented musicality in movement, singing
FUNdamentals, choir repertoire for all
seasons and the power of promotion.
All participants received fourteen
pieces of sheet music compliments of
J.W. Pepper and Son, Inc., the largest
sheet music retainer in the world.
Following lunch and a business
meeting, awards and recognition of
years-of-service were announced. Acknowledged for 25 years of service
were: Cindy Biegler, Ann Crance, Jim
Hulm, Jr., Colleen Keller, Holly Keller,
Shaun McVey, Glenda Nemec, Ken
Quinn, Sheila Scherer, Roger Severson,
Ray Tehle, and Deb Voller. For 50
years of service, the chapter saluted
Colleen Mahrt and Phyllis Wheeler.
The Peggy Langenfeld Award,

News

whose namesake dedicated her life to
good music in church worship, was
given to Kathy Little, Blessed Sacrament Church.
The St. Cecelia Award recognizes
laity and clergy members for exceptional contributions to liturgy and
music. Lay recipients were: Marilyn
and Roy Brumbaugh, Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Rapid
City; Julie Laurenti, St. Patrick Church,
Lead; and Toni Wilkins, St. Isaac
Jogues Parish, Rapid City. Posthumously, Monsignor William O’Connell
was given the clergy award.
All music ministers and clergy are
encouraged to attend NPM meetings
which focus on education, prayer, and
fellowship. The next meeting will be
January 23 at St. Patrick Church, Lead.
Educational topics will include small
group discussions on lessons learned
from Lee Gwozdz presentation, Mass
settings, and Rounds/Canons.

All Saints Day Celebrated

WRC

The Black Hills Catholic Home Educators had their All Saints Party on
October 31 at Immaculate Conception Church, Rapid City. The evening
included a chili feed and a saint guessing game where each child or adult
gave clues as to who they were dressed as so the others could guess their
saints. (Photo courtesy Jennifer Henderson)
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Young Adults
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Growing and learning: the SDSM&T Newman Center
by Nancy Haugen
SDSM&T Newman
Center Director

God has truly blessed us
over the eight years I’ve been
Director of the Newman Center here at South Dakota
School of Mines and Technology. For the first five
years in the ministry it was
truly feet on the ground work.
My family and I hauled
ambos, altars, organs and
everything you need to have
Mass around campus. We
were initially in the Bump
Lounge of the Surbeck Center, a room that held about 35
seats. We soon grew out of
that room so the school made
the basement of Surbeck
available — a common area
of the campus where students
often gather to play pool,
foosball and watch television.
At any given time students
would walk through, copy
machines would go off, and
doors would slam while we
were having Mass.
Ground breaking for the
new building was held August 30, 2012, and the new

Newman Center was built
and dedicated in the fall of
2013. And the old adage “if
you build it, they will come”
has shown to be true.
Over the years we have
been blessed with amazing
priests to guide the center to
where we are now. The first
priest I worked with was Father Steve Biegler (20072011). He immediately
identified with students on
campus, once attending the
school himself. With his
quick wit and love of Jesus,
students were quickly comfortable and relationships
grew. At this time our Mass
attendance was around 30.
Special events we held had
attendance around five to
seven.
Next, Father Nathan
Sparks served us from 2011
to spring of 2014. With his
youthfulness and remarkable
mind he quickly connected
with students at the Newman
Center. During these years
and under his guidance we
were able to send three men
off to seminary. Our numbers

Do not say
‘I am only a youth’

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy
of the Office of Youth
& Young Adult Ministry

What does it mean to say, “forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us?”
Merciful forgiveness — the mercy that we show to others and the
mercy that we ourselves seek — is indivisible. If we ourselves are
not merciful and do not forgive one another, God’s mercy will not
reach our hearts (2838-2845, 2862).
Many people have a lifelong struggle with their inability to
forgive. The deep blockade of being reconciled is resolved only by
looking to God, who adopted us “while we were yet sinners” (Rom
5:8). Because we have a kind father, forgiveness and reconciliation
in life are possible (227, 314).
Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” Lk 6:36

continued to grow at Mass
and during special events
during the week.
Under the watchful eye of
Father Michel Mulloy our
building was born, and the
numbers have reached over
120 every Sunday, numbers
we only dreamed about years
ago.
According to Father
Jonathan Dillon, the students
at the Newman are starting to
take ownership of not only
the building, but the ministries and activities as well.
Students are leading Bible
studies, volunteering to help
with music and other ministries during the Mass, “and
it’s all without us asking for
volunteers,” he said. “We had
a volunteer come in and offer
to lead the music and suddenly there were students offering to help. God is at
work.”

With this amazing ministry
there are many people I need
to thank. First the parish of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
Without them this ministry
would not exist; the Newman
Center is funded by the
parishioners at the cathedral. Next the countless
donors and alumni for believing in the vision of the
center and for helping the
young adults that call this
center their spiritual home.
I invite everyone to experience a Mass here on Sundays at 7 p.m. You will
truly see and be inspired by
the amount of love and fire
the students have for God.

What are the
students learning
at the
Newman Center?

Theology on Tap
“Catholic Dating”
Fr. Jonathan Dillon
For Catholics, dating has
everything to do with the
discernment of one’s
future spouse and nothing
to do with Facebook status. We will date a person
of the quality we believe
we deserve. Do you not
know that you are a child
of and heir to the most
high God?! The very least
you should demand is
virtue, because you are
worth it.

Women’s Bible Study
Samantha Keeler
The biggest lesson I have
learned from Bible study is
to trust in God’s timing.
So many individuals from
the Bible trusted God’s
plan and timing and were
rewarded for their faith.
Theology on Tap
“Catholics & Democracy”
Fr. Jonathan Dillon
As social creatures by
nature, we are obligated
to think and care for the
common good. The human
person is not an island
amongst islands out to
secure simply its own interests, but an intimately
connected member of a
family. Society is not an
abstract concept, but is a
concrete reality made up
of human persons, our
brothers and sisters.”

Now
Playing

Spectre (Columbia)

The wrongheaded policies of the
new chief of British intelligence
(Andrew Scott) force iconic spy
James Bond (Daniel Craig) to go
temporarily rogue as he battles the
evil organization Spectre (led by
Christoph Waltz). With his boss M
(Ralph Fiennes) neutralized by bureaucratic infighting, Bond gets behind-the-scenes help from tech whiz
Q (Ben Whishaw) and from M’s secretary, Miss Moneypenny (Naomie
Harris), in tracking the daughter
(Lea Seydoux) of an old adversary
(Jesper Christensen) who once
served, but has since run afoul of,
the villainous group. Director Sam
Mendes’ follow-up to “Skyfall,” features satisfyingly large-scale set
pieces as well as the kind of globetrotting action antics moviegoers
have come to expect from Agent
007. The film’s political theme
comes across as murky and somewhat out of place amid the formula
fun. Stylized violence, sexual activity, partial nudity, a couple of uses
of profanity, and crude terms. The
Catholic News Service classification
is A-III — adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is PG13 — parents strongly cautioned.
Some material may be inappropriate
for children under 13.

Classifications

Love the Coopers ...............L
My All American ..............A-II
The Peanuts Movie ...........A-I

Classifications used by the USCCB are:
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,
limited adult audiences, films whose
problematic content many adults
would find troubling; O, morally
offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/
movies.htm.

