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Diocesan diaconate program updated

Papal Visit
A 225-foot tall mural featuring an image of Pope Francis is

seen in New York City Sept. 3, the day painters put the finish-
ing touches on the artwork. The mural faces Madison Square
Garden, where Pope Francis will celebrate Mass on Sept. 25.
(CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz) 

On Tuesday, Sept. 22, 3:45-4:45 p.m. EDT (EWTN) will broad-
cast “Pope Francis in America: Arrival in Washington,” covering
the beginning of his papal visit to the United States.

By WRC Staff

The permanent diaconate
formation program, used in the
Diocese of Rapid City for more
than 40 years, will undergo
changes in the coming year. 

Over the past year, Bishop
Robert Gruss has recom-
mended several modifications.
Among them are an entrance
class once every four years and
an official year of Aspirancy. 

Father Peter Etzel, SJ,
diocesan director of the Min-
istry Formation Program,
Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes,
will continue to oversee the
deacon formation program.

Father Etzel said, “In the
past a man could apply and be
accepted into the deacon for-
mation program at any time
Now, a class will be formed
every four years. The members
will start together and finish to-
gether.”

National guidelines for per-
manent deacons have three dis-
tinct phases: Aspirancy — a
time to discern if there is a call-
ing from God. Candidacy — a
time of spiritual, pastoral and
educational formation. Post-
Ordination — on-going sup-
port and continuing formation. 

Father Etzel said pastors
will play a more prominent
role in deacon formation. This
will include the process of rec-
ommending a man for the dia-
conate, on-going reflection of
the man’s pastoral contribu-
tions to the parish, and regular
conversations with the candi-
date during formation.

A man or married couple
must go through an application
process for aspirancy and be
accepted by Bishop Gruss.
After the first year, if accepted
to continue, the three years of
candidacy will include more
focused studies in areas such as
Christology, ecclesiology,
sacraments, moral theology,
Scripture, canon law of mar-
riage, and ministry of the altar. 

Father Etzel and members
of Ministry Formation Team
will conduct several informa-
tion sessions in the diocese in
October. The dates and loca-
tions will be announced in
parish bulletins and on the
diocesan Website www.rapid
citydiocese.org.

The next class of deacons or
deacon couples is expected to
begin discernment in Septem-
ber 2016.

See page 4 for qualifications
and requirements.

In the 1970s, Jesuit Fathers John Hatcher and Pat McCorkell, who
were seminarians at that time, accepted the invitation of Bishop Harold
J. Dimmerling to prepare Native American men for the 
diaconate. They wrote a three-volume set “Builders of the New Earth,”
which stressed formation. Later, the program was expanded to 
include other deacon candidates. In the first decade after the year
2000, the academic portion of the deacon program expanded under
Jesuit Father George Winzenburg’s leadership to include more fo-
cused studies. Father Peter Etzel, SJ, said, “‘Builders of the New Earth’
is an excellent tool for personal, spiritual and faith formation. In addi-
tion to permanent deacons, it has been used to form more than 300
men and women as lay ministers. There are classes in Rapid City and
Pine Ridge using it now with hopes of forming more classes.”

In the beginning...
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The focus of this month’s West River
Catholic is vocations. So often, when a
person thinks of vocations, their minds
generally lead them to the vocation of
priesthood and religious life. Perhaps this
is because of the priest shortage or a de-
cline in vocations to religious life. The
vocation of marriage oftentimes seems to
be left on the back burner so to speak.
With the World Meeting of Families

in Philadelphia just around the corner and
the Synod in Rome on marriage and the
family beginning in October, I thought
we might reflect this month on the voca-
tion of marriage because the sacrament of
marriage is the very foundation of the
Christian family, and the family is the
very foundation of civil society.
With the continuing social accept-

ance of same-sex unions, the recent 
decision from the United States Supreme
Court redefining marriage and no know-
ing the ramifications and its impact on
people of faith, all people of faith need to
present the unique and beautiful meaning
of the vocation of marriage and what God
has intended from the beginning of time. 
The word “vocation” is a very good

definition of the relationship that God has
with every human being in the freedom
of love, because “every life is a vocation”
(Paul VI, Populorum Progressio, 15). In
that relationship, God calls each person
to love and serve him and his church in a
particular state or way of life. Each per-
son’s vocation flows from the grace of
baptism. 
The church teaches that marriage is

an authentic vocation, a call from God,
and is just as necessary and valuable to
the church and society as other vocations.
Like all vocations, marriage must be un-
derstood within the primary vocation to
love, because every human person is cre-
ated in the image and likeness of God
who is himself love.
The vocation of marriage is not

merely a private or personal affair. While
being a personal union between a man
and a woman, it is also for the good of the
church and the entire community. The
well-being of the individual person and
of both human and Christian society is

closely bound up with the healthy state of
marriage and the family.
“As the Second Vatican Council re-

minds us, marriage is not a purely human
institution ― the intimate partnership of
life and the love which constitutes the
married state has been established by the
creator and endowed by him with its own
proper laws.” (U.S. Catholic Bishops,
2009 Pastoral Letter: Marriage: Love and
Life in the Divine Plan)
God established marriage as a way

for man and woman to participate in his
love, selflessly giving themselves to each
other in love. As a sacrament, marriage
signifies and makes present in the couple
Christ’s total self-gift of love. Their mu-
tual gift of self, conferred in their prom-
ises of fidelity and love, becomes a
participation in the covenant between
Christ and the church.
In the words of Pope Benedict XVI:

“Marriage based on exclusive and defin-
itive love becomes the icon of the rela-
tionship between God and his people and
vice versa” (Address to John Paul II In-
stitute for Studies on Marriage and the
Family, May 2006).
It is the nature of married love to

overflow, to be life-giving, thus creating
a family. Therefore marriage is ordained
not only to growing in love but to trans-
mitting life, and therefore is ordered to
the procreation and education of those
children. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church teaches that the Christian family
is a communion of persons, a sign and
image of the communion of the Father
and the Son in the Holy Spirit. (#62)
This communion of persons is also

spoken of as the “original cell of social
life.” St. John Paul II, in his encyclical On
the Family (Familiaris Consortio, no. 75)
wrote, “The future of the world and of the
church passes through the family.” He
often spoke of families as domestic
churches, places where parents help chil-
dren discover that God loves them and
has a plan for each child’s life. But they
are also places where authority, stability,
and a life of relationships constitute the
foundations for freedom, security, and
fraternity within society.

In our culture today, even within
Catholic families, the idea of marriage as
a vocation — the living out this call as “a
sign and image of the communion of the
Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit” —
appears to have gotten lost in the malaise
of secular ideals. As we have seen, when
marriages and families begin to disinte-
grate into something less than what God
has designed for them from the begin-
ning, the impact on society is immense. 
Marriage as a true vocation must be

rediscovered so that families and society
may be strengthened and truly 
become a civilization of love. To redis-
cover marriage as a vocation in Christ is
to experience a sign of the Kingdom of
God. The entire Catholic community
must become involved in helping those
called to the vocation of married life to
live it faithfully, fruitfully, and joyfully.
“A marriage that is truly in Christ is a

sign of the Kingdom that is coming. It is
a blessing to the couple, to their children,

God calls each person to love and serve in a particular way 

Bishop’s Calendar
Sept. 15-Oct. 18 — Subject to change without notice

Sept. 15, Tue. s10 a.m. Consultors, Bishop’s Residence
Sept. 16, Wed. s8 a.m. Terra Sancta Guild Leadership Comm. Mtg. s10 a.m. Year of
Mercy Planning Mtg.
Sept. 18, Fri. s7 p.m. Regional Cursillo Encounter, St. John the Baptist, Custer
Sept. 19, Sat. s5 p.m. Terra Sancta Guild Mass, Reception & Dinner, Terra Sancta 
Sept. 20, Sun. s10:30 a.m. Celebration of Marriage Mass/Luncheon, Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center s2:30 p.m. CSS Annual Mtg., Civic Center
Sept. 28, Mon. s5 p.m. RCCSS Board Mtg., Rapid City
Sept. 29-30, Tue.-Wed. sBishop’s Pheasant Hunt for Seminarians Fund, Gregory
Oct. 8, Thur. sCourage Presentations for Clergy, Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
s10 a.m. Terra Sancta Guild Leadership Comm. Mtg.
Oct. 9, Fri. sCourage Presentations for Clergy, Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
s11:15 a.m. Bishop’s Mass/Luncheon, Cathedral 
s1 p.m. Financial Presentation for Priests, Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
Oct. 10, Sat. s10 a.m. Diocesan Pastoral Council Mtg., Terra Sancta
s3:30 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates, OLBH, Piedmont 
& 5 p.m. Confirmation Mass
Oct. 11, Sun. s11 a.m. Mass, Native American Day Celebration, St. Isaac Jogues, 
Rapid City s3 p.m. Youth Rally Closing Mass, Terra Sancta
Oct. 12, Mon. Diocesan Offices closed for Native American/Columbus Day
Oct. 13, Tue. s8 a.m. Diocesan Staff Mass/Breakfast, Terra Sancta & 9 a.m. Staff Mtg.
Oct. 15, Thur. s11 a.m. Presbyteral Council Mtg., Chancery Conf. Room
s2 p.m. Envisioning Leadership Team Mtg., Terra Sancta
Oct. 16, Fri. s8 a.m. Envisioning Team Mtg., Terra Sancta
Oct. 17, Sat. s8 a.m. Keynote Address, Social Justice Commission Workshop: 
Defense of Human Dignity, Terra Sancta s6 p.m. CT Mtg. with Confirmation 
Candidates, St. Mary, Reliance & 7 p.m. CT Confirmation Mass
Oct. 18, Sun. s8 a.m. CT Mtg. with Confirmation Candidates, St. Michael, 
Kennebec & 9 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass

and to everyone who knows them. It of-
fers a sign of hope and a loving witness to
human dignity in a world where hope
often seems absent and human dignity is
often degraded. It is a sign of the king-
dom because the love of Christ moves the
married couple to ever greater heights of
love.” (Marriage: Love and Life in the
Divine Plan, pg. 56)
Let us all pray for married couples

and those preparing for marriage that they
see their lives together as a vocation and
that their marriage will be renewed in
Christ’s divine love.
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Well known West River priest,
Msgr. William O’Connell, 83, passed
away Saturday, Aug. 29, 2015, at his
home, Casa Maria, in Piedmont.
He was born Sept. 8, 1931, to 

Maurice and Helen (Foley) O’Connell
of Chicago, Ill.
Msgr. O’Connell attended St. Gall

Parish School for elementary 
education and Quigley Preparatory
Seminary for secondary education. He
attended St. John Seminary, Little
Rock, Ark., and St. John Seminary,
Collegeville, Minn.. His ordination to
priesthood for the Diocese of Rapid
City was held May 12, 1957. At the
request of then-Bishop Charles 
Chaput, Pope John Paul II appointed
him a monsignor in 1995 and in 1998

he was appointed Episcopal Vicar for
the northern deaneries by then-Bishop
Blase Cupich.
As a priest, he served the diocese in

many capacities including vice 
chancellor, chancellor and consultor.
He was a member of the Marriage 
Tribunal, the South Dakota School of
Mines & Technology Newman Center
Chaplain and chancellor, and a 
Newman Center Chaplain for Black
Hills State University. From 1971-75
he was the diocesan director of the
Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment.
At the request of Bishop Harold J.

Dimmerling, following the Rapid City
flood, he started Catholic Social 
Services in 1972. Again at the
bishop’s request, in 1973 he founded
the diocesan newspaper, West River
Catholic. He served as editor from
1973-78 and was Associate Editor
from 1978-2012. He wrote a monthly
column, “Common Ground” until he
retired from the newspaper in April
2012. He wrote articles for several
magazines and a book on Catholic
heritage.
Other service to the diocese 

included terms on the Clerical Aid
Board, Personnel Board, and Priestly
Life and Ministry Committee. He was
instrumental in the We Walk by Faith
Special Appeal committee and Terra
Sancta Guild, which raised money to
renovate the former Benedictine
Monastery in Rapid City into a retreat
center and parochial school as well as
raising money toward building new
Newman Centers in Rapid City and
Spearfish.
When Bishop Dimmerling died

Dec. 13, 1987, then-Father O’Connell
became diocesan administrator until
Bishop Chaput was ordained July 26,
1988.
He served parishes in Spearfish,

Kadoka, Wall, Gregory, Burke, and on
the Standing Rock Reservation he

served rural parishes as part of a pas-
toral team at McLaughlin, Bullhead,
Wakpala, Kenel, and McIntosh. He
was part of a committee that helped
with the transition from the Sacred
Heart Fathers to diocesan priests on
the Cheyenne River Reservation. In
Rapid City, he served at St. John the
Evangelist Church (now St. Therese
the Little Flower Parish), Blessed
Sacrament Church and was the rector
of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help.
Locally, he was a member of the

Board of Directors for Crazy Horse
Memorial, Custer, and West River
Mental Health Center. He served on
the Investigational Review Committee
for Black Hills Eye Institute, Rapid
City. 
In the early 1970s Msgr. O’Connell

served on several civic committees
and commissions — the Mayor’s
Racial Reconciliation Commission,
Crossroads Drug Center, and Church
Disaster Response. At the state level
he was a founding member of the As-
sociation of Christian Churches for
South Dakota.
Nationally, he was an advisor to the

National Council of Catholic Bishops,
a member of the President’s Commit-
tee for the Elderly and a member of

the National Catholic Aids Network.
He was a Church World Service

consultant from 1973-83; a consultant
to the Niagara Task Force — Love
Canal, response to hazardous wastes;
and a member of the National
Catholic Charities Board of Disaster
Committee. Msgr. O’Connell was a
writer and a producer of a television
program, “Void of Desolation,” an ed-
ucational show about hazardous and
toxic wastes, and he developed a train-
ing seminar for disaster workers.
He was named a Distinguished Cit-

izen from Rapid City in 1965, 1970
and 1973.
He received the Liberty Bell Award

from the Pennington County Bar As-
sociation in 1975; and the Outstanding
Service Award from Black Hills State
University, 1984. He was given the
first Founders Award from Catholic
Social Services in 2010 and in 2013
the new CSS building was named for
him.
He retired to Casa Maria Priests

Home, Piedmont, in 2002, but contin-
ued to assist in parishes and at 
St. Martin Monastery as needed.
He was preceded in death by his

parents; and brothers Fr. Maurice
O’Connell and Thomas O’Connell.
He is survived by his sister, Joan

(William) Hickey, Chicago; sister-in-
law, Elizabeth O’Connell; 12 nieces
and nephews; 13 great-nieces and
nephews; and one great-great-nephew.
Christian Wake Service was held

September 2 at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Christian Funeral Mass was Septem-
ber 3, at the Cathedral, with the Most
Rev. Robert D. Gruss, Bishop of
Rapid City, presiding. Interment is at
St. Martin Monastery Cemetery.
A memorial has been established to

Catholic Social Services.
Osheim & Schmidt Funeral Home was 

entrusted with arrangements. His online guest-
book is available to sign at osheimschmidt.com.

Msgr. William J. O’Connell, 1931-2015, he will be greatly missed

Msgr. William J. O’Connell
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“I want to take this opportunity to invite everyone to our
annual Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians. There are 
several ways you can participate. First, the night before the
hunt, we welcome you to enjoy the social and dinner 
prepared by the Stukel family. Second, come and enjoy
hunting with the bishop and our seminarians. The hunt day
begins with the rosary and a Mass celebrated by Bishop
Robert Gruss. All proceeds will benefit our seminarians.
If you cannot attend the event, there are ways you can
help. We greatly appreciate your financial assistance to help
fund the education of our seminarians. The annual cost to

educate a seminarian is
more than $33,000. Over
the course of the last
three years, the diocese
supported 16 men as they
discerned the priesthood.
What a blessing! Your
generosity and support
have helped form and
shape young men dis-
cerning God’s incredible
call to the priesthood.
Your gifts and support
truly are a blessing.
Thank you!”  
— Fr. Mark McCormick

Registration available at www.wsdcf.org
REGISTRATION FEES

Hunters (includes lodging and all meals) $ 750.00
Non-hunters — dinner only $ 50.00

#              Hunters $

#              Non-hunters — dinner only $

Sponsor a Seminarian $
(Enter a donation amount) 

Total Amount Due $

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/ST/ZIP

PHONE
Please list any additional hunters/dinner guests below:

MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation, 
PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709-0678. 
For more information contact Tim Henderson or 
Doris Bride at (605) 343-3541.

Who is a Deacon? A deacon is an ordained minister of the Catholic Church. There are three
groups, or “Orders,” of ordained ministers in the church: bishops, presbyters and deacons.
Deacons are ordained as a sacramental sign to the church and to the world of Christ, who
came “to serve and not to be served.” The entire church is called by Christ to serve. The
deacon, in virtue of his sacramental ordination and through his ministries of Word, 
Sacrament and Charity is to be a servant in a servant-church. 
What are the ministries of the Deacon? As ministers of the Word, deacons proclaim the
Gospel, preach, and teach in the name of the church. As ministers of Sacrament, deacons
baptize, lead the faithful in prayer, witness marriages, and conduct wake and funeral 
services. As ministers of Charity, deacons are leaders in identifying the needs of others,
then marshalling the resources to meet those needs. Deacons are also dedicated to elimi-
nating the injustices or inequities that cause such needs.
Is a Deacon ordained for the parish or the diocese? Whenever a person is ordained, he is
to serve the diocesan church. Deacons are no different in this regard: they are assigned by
the bishop to ministries for which the bishop perceives a great need, and for which the dea-
con may have special gifts or talents. Most often, this will be within a parish setting, just as
most priests serve in a parish. Once assigned to the parish, the deacon and any other
clergy assigned to the parish minister under the immediate supervision of the pastor. How-
ever, this assignment may be changed at the request of the deacon or the initiative of the
bishop.
What qualities does the church look for in those considering the diaconate? Sound moral
character, in full communion with the Roman Catholic Church for not less than five years,
and who is free of canonical impediments or irregularities sDeep spirituality and prayer life
that reflects a sound, mature faith attuned to the needs and life of the church in balance
with personal and family needs sFrequent participant in the church’s sacramental life and in
adult faith enrichment opportunities, and who demonstrates leadership in the church and
community sNatural inclination to service to the church community and to all in need, with
the ability to lead, facilitate, and animate others into service sIf married, a positive and sta-
ble marriage of at least five years with his wife consenting to admission to the program; if

not married, a mature celibate state of life sA fervent desire to grow as a disciple of Christ
and a strong willingness to give himself to the formation process sSound physical and 
mental health.
Minimum Application Requirements for Deacon Formation Program 
The following are minimum requirements for men applying for admission to the Permanent
Deacon Program in the Diocese of Rapid City. An assumption is made that the man is 
married. 
1. Minimum age for application to the program is 30 years, with the understanding a man
must be 35 years of age before he can be ordained. Maximum age for application to the
program is 60 years. In special cases, the maximum age may be waived at the discretion of
the bishop.
2. The man must have been an active member of the Catholic Church for at least five years. 
3. The couple must be in a valid Catholic marriage. They must have been married for five
years, and the marriage must be positive and stable. 
4. A man who has been divorced and has not received an annulment will not be accepted
into the deacon formation program.
5. A man who has been divorced and has received an annulment and has not remarried
may apply for admittance into the program. He will not be ordained sooner than five years
from the date the annulment was granted.
6. A man who has been divorced and has received an annulment and remarried must be
married in the church for at least five years before applying to the deacon program.
7. The couple must belong to an identifiable parish community. 
8. The couple must have shown involvement in the church, e.g. Parish Council, Lector, 
Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist, CCD teacher; active in Cursillo, Marriage 
Encounter, Beginning Experience, or some other church related organization.
9. The couple must demonstrate an ability to work with the pastor, parish team and other
parish groups. They must be able to resolve conflicts with all parish groups.
10. If there is a history of chemical dependency on the part of the man or wife, the individ-
ual must be a non-user for two years. The individual must be involved with a support group.

Deacon Qualities & Requirements
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(Part 7 in the Consecrated Life series)
Benedictine Sister Eleanor Solon of St.

Martin Monastery, Rapid City, learned
about her religious order as a young child
when Sr. Paschal Lammers, OSB, came to
Kadoka for her father’s funeral. Later, she
was a student at St. John's McNamara
School of Nursing, Rapid City, and became
acquainted with a number of the Bene-
dictines from St. Martin Monastery in Stur-
gis because they staffed the hospital, taught
in the School of Nursing and supervised
students in the hospital. She often attended
daily Mass with them in the hospital chapel
and was a fill-in organist as needed. She en-
tered the convent on Sept. 1, 1954.
Sr. Eleanor said, “I was not aware how

Benedictine life differed from that of other
vowed religious women. All of these
women seemed to lead lives of prayer and
work; their ministry was the practice of the

works of mercy — teaching, caring for the
sick and dying, etc.”  
Her inspiration to choose St. Martin

Monastery was due to the encouragement
from her pastor, Fr. Daniel Daley, at Our
Lady of Victory Church, Kadoka. “He
would talk about the missions on Mission
Sunday and then say, ‘If you feel called to
be a missionary, you don't need to go far
away; you can be a missionary right here in
the Diocese of Rapid City,’” she said. 
“It was only with Vatican Council II and

the directive to communities of vowed reli-
gious to get in touch with ‘the spirit of the
founder’ that I gained a deeper understand-
ing of Benedictine monastic life. This hap-
pened through living life under the
direction of superiors, studying of the Rule
of Benedict and scripture (especially the
Psalms), retreats, workshops, and reading,”
said Sister Eleanor. “Ongoing formation is

the name of the game now.”
Her parents were not supportive of her

decision to seek admission to St. Martin’s.
“My dad’s concern was that I would not
persevere and thus embarrass the family,”
she said. “My most supportive relative was
an aunt.”
Looking back on her years of service she

recalled the night of June 9, 1972, Rapid
City flood. She and two others survived the
night on the second floor of Madonna Hall
at the Mother Butler Center which was
close to Rapid Creek. Nearby, Fr. Francis
Collins, SJ, was in a Quonset building that
was swept down stream and he died. “Liv-
ing through the Rapid City flood told me
that God was not ready for me and that
there was more for me to do on this earth,”
she said. She also treasures the Vatican
Council II documents that state “the people
are the church” and “all are called to holi-

ness.”
Sister Eleanor serves at Blessed Sacra-

ment Church as the pastor’s secretary and
she keeps sacramental records. At the
monastery she is the organist and prepares
liturgies, and occasionally, she serves as the
recording secretary for community meet-
ings and is a member of Monastic Council.
“My message to a person considering

consecrated life would be to pray to know
God’s will, oneself and one’s gifts, practice
the Catholic faith, participate in parish min-
istries, take advantage of opportunities to
discern — e.g. vocation weekends at St.
Martin’s or other events noted in West River
Catholic, seek your pastor’s counsel and
take plenty of time to visit several orders.
If the person is a recent high school gradu-
ate, I recommend first pursuing college
classes and/or some experience in the
workaday world,” she said.

2015 Year for Consecrated Life: Sr. Eleanor Solon, OSB
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Join Bishop Gruss and the Diocese of Rapid City on the journey of a 
lifetime, traveling to Fatima, Spain, and Lourdes in February of 2016. The
11-day pilgrimage includes roundtrip airfare from Rapid City, daily Mass in
significant Catholic shrines and churches, professional Catholic tour 
escorts/guides and daily sightseeing that includes the sites of Lourdes and
Fatima, as well as touring the Marian apparition of Zaragoza, St. Teresa’s
city of Avila, Madrid, and much more! There is also an optional 5-day 
extension to Rome that includes a Papal Audience with Pope Francis, the
major Basilicas of Christian Rome, Ancient Rome sites, and the Vatican.

$3,299 for the main trip and $1,699 for the extension.
Space is limited. Call Corporate Travel Service at 313-565-8888 x121 or
x150 or visit us online at ctscentral.net for more details or reservations.
The full 4-page brochure with the schedule in detail can be found on the
diocesan website at http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Scroll down the home page and on the left hand side you will see the 
picture and ad for the pilgrimage. Click on the picture and then click as
noted for the full brochure.

Nine (9) nights accommodations at 4 star
hotels: 2 nights in Lourdes, 1 night in
Zaragoza, 3 nights in Fatima
Continental Breakfast daily
Five (5) Dinners, including a Welcome and
Farewell Dinner
Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in
Toulouse and Lisbon and specified 
sightseeing
Catholic tour escort while in Europe
Local guides according to itinerary

Sightseeing and entrance fees according to
the itinerary
Daily Mass in unique and historical churches
Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece
of luggage
Round trip scheduled commercial air from
Rapid City to Toulouse, France returning
from Lisbon, Portugal (including fuel sur-
charges and government imposed fees of
$575 as of 4/13/15; final amount subject to
change)

*per person double occupancy

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Your 11 Day Pilgrimage Includes

FEBRUARY 5-15, 2016 | $3,299
ROME EXTENSION FEBRUARY 15-19, 2016 | $1,699

The Diocese of Rapid City is seeking a Director of Family Life Ministries
Function: To develop, maintain and update a diocesan vision of the pillars of 
family life. To create and implement curriculum to fulfill that vision in today’s world. To direct, 
supervise and evaluate programs of diocesan Family Life Ministries. 
Qualifications: Practicing Catholic with knowledge and appreciation of Church teachings on all
aspects of family life and an ability to speak to interested groups on such matters; prefer college
degree with training and/or experience in ministries associated with Family Life or related field,
good communication, organizational and computer skills, ability to supervise and direct programs
and people. 
Application Process: Interested individuals should send a resumé and letter by 
email or postal mail listing three professional references along with a completed application form
that can be downloaded from the diocesan website at:
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.
Contact: Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City SD 57701 or msimonson@diorc.org

Job Opening

giving.cuatoday.com

Washing t on  D.C.  

Special Collection September 26-27, 2015
For more information contact: Teresa Spiess, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709

tspiess@diorc.org 605-343-3541l

Fr. Wayne D. Herpin, SJ, was assigned at the 
recommendation of his provincial to St. Francis Mission on
the Rosebud Reservation to serve the parishes of 
St. Bridget, Rosebud; and St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis;
effective August 15. Fr. Herpin is a member of the Central
and Southern Province of the Society of Jesus. 

Fr. Timothy Hoag is relieved of his assignment as temporary
administrator of Blessed Sacrament Parish in Rapid City. 
Effective September 18, he is assigned as Administrator for
the parishes of St.Patrick, Wall; St. Margaret, Lakeside; and
Holy Rosary, Interior; through June 30, 2016. In addition, he
retains his responsibilities for the Tribunal of the Diocese of
Rapid City.

Priest Assignments



September 30, Wednesday
sWRC deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, October 20. 

)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org
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Oct 1: The Flame
Oct 1-2: SDWIA Fall Conference 
Oct 3: VSI Workshops
Oct 8-11: BHQG Fall Retreat
Oct 11: Diocesan Youth Rally
Oct 13: Chancery Staff Mass/
Breakfast, All Staff Meeting 

Oct 14: Taizé
Oct 16: Spiritual Motherhood; 
St. Isaac Jogues (Rapid City) Parish
Council Day of Reflection

Oct 17: BHADA Monthly Meeting; 
Social Justice Commission Fall 
Workshop

Oct 18-23: Diocese of RC Annual 
Priest Retreat; BH Zone LWML Fall 
Retreat; Family Event 

Oct 23-15: FLM Women’s Retreat
Oct 24-25: Jesuit Volunteer Corp 
Day of Reflection

Oct 26: Chancery Staff Retreat; 
STM Sophomore Girls Retreat

Oct 30-31: St. John the Evangelist 
(Ft. Pierre) Confirmation Retreat

Nov 1: Blessed Sacrament (Rapid City) 
NET Retreat

Nov 3: STM 8th Grade NET Retreat; 
Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast, 
Dept Head Meeting

Nov 5: The Flame
Nov 7: VSI Workshops
Nov 7-8: St. Joseph (Spearfish) and
St. Paul (Belle Fourche) 
Confirmation Retreat

Nov 8-9: STM Sophomore Boys Retreat
Nov 11: Taizé
Nov 12-15: CursilloWeekend 
Experience for Women

Nov 14: RCIA Welcome and Rite of 
Acceptance Retreat

Nov 20-22: Worldwide Marriage
Encounter

Nov 21: BHADA Monthly Meeting

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule

Send your photo  along with 
your names, wedding date,
where you were married, 

and current parish to:
Attn: Becky Berreth
West River Catholic

PO Box 678
Rapid City, SD 57709

Phone 605-343-3541
or E-mail to

bberreth@diorc.org

by September 30
for publication in the 

October West River Catholic.

Were you 
married in

1965?

September 17, Thursday
sBeginning Experience Level 1 Sepa-

rated, Divorced & Widowed Support
Group, Coping with Life Alone: Nine-
week, non-denominational group open to
all Christian men and women who are hurt-
ing due to separation, divorce, or death of a
spouse. Begins at 7 p.m. at St. Therese the
Little Flower Church, Rapid City. $30 fee,
need-based scholarships available. Prereg-
istration requested. )Family Life Min-
istries 605-716-5214 x220.

September 19, Saturday
sPrayerful Painting: Using a Lectio

format, this day will help you to prayerfully
express yourself using a harvest theme. No
artistic experience needed. Held from 9:30
a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Martin Monastery. $20
fee includes lunch. )St. Therese Marie
605-343-8011. 

September 22, Tuesday 
sCatholics Returning Home: Six-week

series for non-practicing Catholics who are
considering returning to the church. No
charge. Held Tuesdays at Blessed Sacra-
ment Church, Rapid City. )Deacon Greg
Sass 605-939-0579 or 8gsass@diorc.org.

September 25, Friday
sHeart to Heart — A Weekend Re-

treat for the Engaged: For engaged cou-
ples to deepen their relationship with each
other and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Ends Septem-
ber 27. Register online 8terrasancta.org.
)Susan Thompson 605-716-5214 x221 or
8sthompson@diorc.org.

September 27, Sunday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar

for engaged couples or anyone wanting to

learn more about natural family planning.
To be held at Terra Sancta, Rapid City. This
will follow the Heart to Heart Weekend for
the engaged. Preregistration required.
)Kathy at Family Life Ministries, 605-
716-5214 x220 or 8kcordes@diorc.org.

September 28, Monday
sHeal Your Grief Bereavement Sup-

port Group: Eight-week, non-denomina-
tional support group for anyone grieving
the loss of a loved one. Begins at 7 p.m. at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Janece Rieman 605-343-5547 or Kathy
605-716-5214 x220. 

October 1, Thursday 
sThe Flame:Adoration praise and wor-

ship, and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at
Terra Sancta, at 7 p.m. www.TheFlame
RC.com.

October 2, Friday 
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First

Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, October 3, begins
with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8
a.m. Mass and exposition. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City. )Dr. Kopriva
605-343-6202.

October 9, Friday
sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6. 

October 11, Sunday
sDiocesan Youth Rallies: This year’s

theme is “Do Even Greater Things.” Held
at Terra Sancta, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Speakers in-
clude Sr. M. Karolyn, FSGM, Fr. Mark Mc-
Cormick, and Jacques Daniel. Mass with
Bishop Robert Gruss. $35 students, $25
chaperones. Contact your youth minister
for registration information.

October 14, Wednesday
sTaizé: Experience the sacred through

song, silence, and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta

October 16, Friday
sFall NPM Event: Held at Blessed

Sacrament Church, Rapid City. Presenter is
Lee Gwozdz, nationally known and re-
spected liturgical musician. Topics include
“Making the RITE Choices,” “Why
Catholics Don’t Sing.” RSVP by October
12 for luncheon ($15) on Saturday. )Kathy
Little 605-484-7817 or 8loving
trust@live.com or www.npmrc.org. 

October 23, Friday
sDiocesan Women’s Retreat: Join

Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt, Grand Island,
Neb., as he presents “Encountering Jesus.”
Focus on praying Gospel passages that
show the experience of various people in
their encounters with Jesus. Held at Terra
Sancta. Registration deadline, October 14.
For lodging rates 8stay@terrasancta.org or
)605-716-0925.)Family Life Ministries
605-716-5214 x220. 

sRachel’s Vineyard: For those hurting
due to an abortion. Held in Bismarck. Ends
October 25. )Carol Kling 605-374-5639 or
8ckling@sdplains.com about the retreat or
8www.rachelsvineyard.org for information
about Rachel’s Vineyard. 
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Paying attention to details really
does matter. In August, I backpacked
the Bighorn Mountains with Fr. Adam
Hofer and 10 young adults from our
diocese on a discernment adventure. It
was an incredible week to see firsthand
the magnificence and glory of God’s
majestic mountains and rugged land-
scape covered with wildflowers; clear
glacier rivers and lakes were truly
sights to behold. Daily celebration of
the Eucharist deepened my already
grateful heart for God the Father’s pres-
ence, who sent his only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, who nourishes us with his
Real Presence — his body, blood, soul
and divinity.
Paying attention to details really

does matter. Each backpacker received
a letter of what to bring and not to
bring. A sleeping pad is essential. Pay-
ing attention to details like a sleeping
pad determines whether or not you’re
going to wake up in the morning with a
wet and soggy sleeping bag. Believe
me, a wet and soggy sleeping bag is a
bummer when overnight temperatures
dip into the low 40s. 
This year, our diocese has been 

focusing its attention on stewardship
and the call to live “A Catholic Way of
Life” through three lenses:
Generous hospitality – invitation,
welcome and fellowship; 
Lively faith — prayer, study and 
formation; and 
Dedicated discipleship — to love
God and neighbor with an intentional
heart. 
We have spent a lot of time focusing

on generous hospitality. I know we
have made great strides, individually
and as parishes, trying to be more hos-
pitable communities of faith — to wel-
come one another as Christ welcomed,
especially the visitor and the stranger in
our midst. Personally, I still struggle
with a spirit of generous hospitality be-
cause I fail to pay attention to the de-
tails related to hospitality.

When it comes to generous hospital-
ity I should have called each one of our
backpackers and gone over with them,
one-on-one, the backpacking list — to
make sure everyone had a sleeping pad,
which could have meant the difference
between an incredible and awesome
backpacking outing versus “I can
hardly wait to get off this mountain!” 
The details of hospitality make hos-

pitality come alive, opening hearts to
receive one another in and through
Christ. Consider Bishop Robert Gruss’
list of how paying attention to details
can make our parish communities more
hospitable:

sHave all doors to the church 
unlocked. A person shouldn’t have to
guess which door is open.
sHave the lights on in the entryway

of the church. Entering a dark space
when the building is open is not hos-
pitable.

sTrain lectors to adjust the micro-
phone when proclaiming the Word of
God. Not everyone can hear well, 
especially if one is in a church’s “dead
spots” or in the back of the church.

sPresiders should ask if there are
any guests in attendance and then 
welcome all of them. Make them feel
special!

sPresiders should introduce them-
selves because there are guests among
the congregation.

sPersonal, face-to-face invitations
are more effective and fruitful than a
bulletin or pulpit announcement. 
Remember, an invitation is different
than an announcement.

sHave well trained liturgical minis-
ters; re-training should be done annu-
ally.

sGreeters should be trained and
identifiable, i.e., name tags with the
greeter’s name.
•Sit in a different place at Mass and

get to know the people around you.
sWelcome new families (not with

parish envelopes) but with love and a
gift from the parish.

sHave a specified parking space for
pregnant women. It is welcoming and
honors motherhood.

sMake a big deal about new servers
serving for the first time; congratulate
them publicly.

Add these to that list:
sHave families or visitors bring up

the offertory gifts, rather than greeters
and ushers who take up the collection. 

sRemember to smile! Smiling at one
another in church is not just a great
social practice, but it has solid theo-
logical grounds. St. Paul tells us in the
fourth chapter, fourth verse in his let-
ter to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the
Lord always.” Pope Francis put it in
another way in 2013 when he said we
shouldn’t have “the face of a pickled
pepper,” i.e., a sourpuss.

sPost signs that assist and guide
people in experiencing your parish.
Make sure that outdated posters and

advertising are promptly removed
after the events.

sHave greeters stay on duty as long
as there are people coming. Some of
the most valued welcoming experi-
ences are latecomers surprised to find
that someone is grateful that they are
coming, even though late.

sEmphasize your greeting of young
people, thanking them for coming.
sAlso emphasize your gratitude to

families with children, who have quite
a chore on their hands to make it to
Mass.

sAt each Mass where you don’t
know everyone in attendance, strive
to learn one new name.

sLook for an empty pew, and sit in
the middle, leaving the ends open and
inviting to others. Others will not
worry about climbing over you or
asking you to slide down. And, as
they happily settle into the open
space, welcome them with a smile.
As our parish activities gear up for

fall, pay more attention to the details of
hospitality, for they truly do matter. 
Remember, generous hospitality calls
for presence and attention!

With hospitality pay attention to the details
“...we
shouldn’t
have ‘the
face of a
pickled
pepper,’
i.e., a sour-
puss.”
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Prayer Intentions 
of the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Seventy-five years ago, on Sunday,
September 15, 1940, Winston Churchill
and his wife Clementine were driven
from the prime minister’s country
house, Chequers, to the nearby village
of Uxbridge: a Royal Air Force station
and the headquarters from which Air
Vice-Marshal Keith Park was directing
the RAF’s No. 11 Group against the on-
slaught of the German Luftwaffe in
southern England. When the prime
minister and his wife walked into No.
11 Group’s Operations Room, Park, a
doughty New Zealander who flew his
own personal Hurricane fighter, said, “I
don’t know whether anything will hap-
pen today. At present, all is quiet.”
That soon changed. As Churchill

looked down from the balcony, young
women began moving markers on a
large map table, like croupiers at a
casino. The markers indicated Luft-
waffe bombers and fighters queuing up
over France, then heading to England
on what many regard as the decisive
day in the Battle of Britain — the out-
come of which determined the course
of World War II in Europe. As the num-
bers of approaching German planes
grew to 250, Park scrambled sixteen
RAF fighter squadrons and called in an-
other five from No. 12 Group, based in
the English Midlands.
By noon, No. 11 Group was fully en-

Remembering “The Few” who saved liberty

gaged in an aerial brawl over the entire
south of England, and some of Park’s
Spitfires and Hurricanes began return-
ing to their bases to refuel and re-arm.
As the German attack continued and
Park called in another three squadrons
from No. 12 Group, Churchill, who had
been uncharacteristically quiet, turned
to the Air Vice-Marshal and asked,
“What reserves have we?” The answer
was grim: “There are none.” As
Churchill later wrote in The Second
World War, “The odds were great; our
margins, small; the stakes, infinite.”
The odds, the margins, and the

stakes had been all of that since Her-
mann Goering had decided to end
Britain’s bulldog recalcitrance and
bomb the United Kingdom into a nego-
tiated peace. He failed, in part, because
of the inferiority of some of his aircraft
and the technological breakthrough
made by Britain’s “boffins,” the scien-
tists who invented radar in the 1930s.
But as always in war, the moral was to

the material by a large factor and the
RAF was replete with heroes. Sadly,
their stories are now largely forgotten.
More often than not, the British pi-

lots who flew those Hurricanes and
Spitfires were a year or two removed
from secondary school. These young-
sters were joined by Polish and Czech
volunteers who came to Britain to con-
tinue their countries’ struggle against
the Third Reich. The RAF’s young
fighter pilots often flew four or five
missions a day, in the most physically
and mentally taxing circumstances
imaginable; fully one-third of them
were killed, gravely wounded (often by
horrible burns), or captured during the
Battle of Britain. Well might Churchill
have said, after the Luftwaffe tacitly
conceded defeat, that never in the field
of human conflict had so much been
owed by so many to so few. 
But those brave pilots would not

have stood a chance had they not been
led by another forgotten figure, Air
Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding, who
conceived the system of radar stations
linked to centralized fighter control that
made it possible for group leaders like
Keith Park to deploy their limited re-
sources in the most effective way pos-
sible. And it was Dowding who
confronted Churchill in June 1940, as
the French were collapsing before the

Nazi Blitzkrieg, and made the prime
minister face the grim arithmetic of the
moment: no more British fighter
squadrons could be frittered away in a
futile effort to save what was unsal-
vageable on the other side of the Eng-
lish Channel. Winston Churchill, who
had promised the French more RAF
planes, was not an easy man to contra-
dict. But Dowding had the courage to
do so. And in saving the RAF’s fighter
squadrons from being chewed to pieces
in the Battle of France that he knew was
lost, Dowding made his young pilots’
victory in the Battle of Britain possible. 
May these oft-forgotten heroes, who

saved the liberties of the western world,
rest in peace. 
George Weigel is Distinguished Sen-

ior Fellow of the Ethics and Public Pol-
icy Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s
column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic Register, the official newspa-
per of the Archdiocese of Denver.
Phone: 303-715-3215.

OCTOBER
Universal: Human Trafficking
That human trafficking, the 
modern form of slavery, may be
eradicated.

Evangelization: Mission in Asia
That with a missionary spirit the 
Christian communities of Asia
may announce the Gospel to
those who are still awaiting it.
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Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje 

visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.
“Dear children! Also today I am calling you to be prayer. May prayer be for you the
wings for an encounter with God. The world is in a moment of trial, because it forgot
and abandoned God. Therefore you, little children, be those who seek and love God
above all. I am with you and I am leading you to my Son, but you must say your ‘yes’
in the freedom of children of God. I intercede for you and I love you, little children,
with an endless love. Thank you for having responded to my call.” 8/25/15

Dorothy Day, co-founder of the
Catholic Worker movement and its
newspaper, The Catholic Worker, is
depicted in a stained-glass window
at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in the
Staten Island borough of New York.
(CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

Sometime soon we will witness the
canonization of Dorothy Day. For many
of us today, especially those who are not
Roman Catholic, a canonization draws
little more than a yawn. How does a
canonization impact our world? More-
over, isn’t canonization simply the
recognition of a certain piety to which
most people cannot relate? So why
should there be much interest around
the canonization of Dorothy Day —
who in fact protested that she didn’t
want people to consider her a saint and
asserted that making someone a saint
often helps neutralize his or her influ-
ence?
Well, Dorothy Day wasn’t the kind

of saint who fits the normal conceptions
of piety. Many of us, no doubt, are fa-
miliar with a basic sketch of her life.
She was born in New York in 1897 and
died there in 1980. She was a journal-
ist, a peace-activist, a convert to Chris-
tianity, who, together with Peter
Maurin, established the Catholic
Worker Movement to combine direct
aid to the poor and homeless with non-
violent action on behalf of peace and
justice. The movement remains vibrant
today. She served too on the newspaper
she founded, The Catholic Worker,
from 1933 until her death. 
Her person and the movement she

started have powerfully inspired Chris-
tians of every denomination to try to
more effectively take the Gospels to the
streets, to try to bring together Jesus and
justice in a more effectual way. She is
invoked today as the primary role-
model for virtually everyone, Christian
and non-Christian alike, working in the

Dorothy Day – A saint for our time

area of social justice. 
The honor is well-deserved. She,

perhaps better than anyone else in her
generation, was able to wed together
the Gospel and justice, Jesus and the
poor, and take the fruits of that mar-
riage to the streets in an effective way.
That’s a rare and very difficult feat.
Ernst Kasemann once commented

that the problem in both the world and
the church is that the liberals aren’t
pious and the pious aren’t liberal. He’s
right. Politics and religion are both gen-
erally impoverished because the pious
won’t be liberal and the liberals won’t
be pious. You normally don’t see the
same person leading the rosary and the
peace march. You normally don’t see
the same person championing both the
pro-life movement and women’s
choice. And you don’t normally see the
same person scrupulously defending
the most-intimate matters within pri-
vate morality and having the same

moral passion for the global-issues of
social justice. But that was Dorothy
Day. She was equally comfortable lead-
ing a peace march and leading the
rosary. Someone once quipped: If you
drew out what’s deepest and best within
both the conservatives and liberals and
put them through a blender, what would
come out is Dorothy Day. 
A second feature which character-

ized Dorothy Day and her spirituality
was her ability to simply act, and to act
effectively. She not only had faith, she
acted upon that faith. She was a doer,
not just a listener; and she was able to
institutionalize her faith and embed it
into an institution, The Catholic Worker
Movement, which not only was able to
minister directly to the poor but was
able to form itself into something larger
and more permanent than the faith, vi-
sion, and power of a single person.
Dorothy was able to act in a way that
was bigger and more effective than her
own person. There’s an axiom that
says: Whatever we dream alone re-
mains a dream, but what we dream with
others can become a reality. Dorothy
dreamed with others and made that
dream a reality. Today, most of us strug-
gle both to act on our faith and, even
more so, to embed our faith concretely
into effective, sustained community ac-
tion.
Finally, Dorothy Day can be an in-

spiration to us because she did the right
thing for the right reason. Dorothy’s
commitment to the poor arose not out
of guilt, or neurosis, or anger, or bitter-
ness towards society. It arose out of
gratitude. Her route to faith, Jesus, and

the poor was rather unorthodox. In the
years prior to her conversion she was
an atheist, a communist, a woman ide-
ologically opposed to the institution of
marriage, and a woman who had had an
abortion. Her turning to God and to the
poor happened when she gave birth to
her daughter, Tamar Theresa, and ex-
perienced in the joy of giving birth a
gratitude that seared her soul.  In her
autobiography, “The Long Loneliness,”
she describes how, at seeing her baby
daughter for the first time, she was so
overcome with gratitude that a faith and
love were born in her that never again
left her. Her passion for God and the
poor were fueled by that.  
She was also an earthy saint. She

will, no doubt, be the first canonized
saint whose photographs show a
woman with a cigarette in her mouth.
She’s a saint for our time. She showed
us how we can serve God and the poor
in a very complex world, and how to do
it with love and color.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate School
of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be
contacted through his website www.ron-
rolheiser.com. Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.
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PRIeSTHOOD. CONSeCRATeD LIFe. CONSIDeR IT.

WWW.GODS-CALL.ORG
OFFICe OF
VOCATIONS
DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY

FAMILY: SEEDBED OF VOCATIONS Fr. Mark McCormick
Director of Vocations

This summer I attended the
Steubenville of the Rockies Youth
Conference with my son Jacob. 
At the end of a long weekend of
singing, praying, Reconciliation,
adoration, and fellowship, all of
the teens and chaperons were
called back together for one last
session. Father Jim Crisman 
asked the young women who
heard a “call” that weekend to
please stand. I was amazed to see
so many standing. We all clapped
and cheered for them. Then he
asked all the young men who may
have heard a “call” to please

stand, and again, I was amazed at
the number standing. We were all
clapping and cheering when I
looked to my left and about 6
rows ahead of me and could see
my son, Jacob, standing with so
many others. Then Father asked
the group to come forward to 
receive a blessing and a book
about discerning the priesthood.
When I saw Jacob start to move
forward, my mind raced, and I
thought, “Jacob, what are you
doing?! Sit down!” Then I thought,
“No, keep going! … Wait, stop! 
No, keep going ... Please sit back

down … No, you’re doing the 
right thing ... Follow them all to 
the stage.” All of this went
through my mind in about half a
second. My heart was filled with
joy and emotion, and a few tears
ran down my cheek. Up until
about a year ago Jake has always 
asked me if he should do this or 
if he should do that. I’m still not
used to him making some of his
own decisions. Then to see him
make a decision this big without
him looking for my nod was a 
little bit of a shocker. I wasn’t 
prepared for it. He’s growing 

up and I’m not ready for him to
yet. I am proud to say that I must
have been a good father, 
mentor and leader as he sure is
making some fine decisions on 
his own. I told him at the 
conference that day to continue
to follow God’s voice if he’s 
calling him to the priesthood. 
He would not be disappointed if
he did. He has been a different 
person since the conference. 
It really ignited the Holy Spirit 
in him. As a father It is so 
great to see him responding to
God’s call!

Daryl Blakeman Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City

It is an exciting time for the
Catholic Church in the United States
as she prepares to welcome Pope
Francis for the World Meeting of
Families in Philadelphia. The theme
for this gathering is: “Love Is Our 
Mission: The Family Fully Alive.” This
theme reminds me of our work we

have done as a diocese this past year in Stewardship, encouraging and 
challenging our families and parishes to come alive through the gift of 
Stewardship — to embrace “A Catholic Way of Life” through a 
generous hospitality, a lively faith and a dedicated discipleship.

The church teaches that the family is the truly the seedbed for 
religious vocations. The family is the first school of faith in which 
children learn to recognize the call of the Lord’s voice and respond to 
it in faith. The family provides the holy space in which the Lord’s voice
may echo in the hearts and souls of children and young people.

Archbishop Charles Chaput, in preparation for the World Meeting of
Families, says “a husband and wife who model a love for Jesus Christ
within their family — who pray and worship together with their 
children and read the Scriptures — become a beacon for other 
couples. They also more easily acquire an outward-looking zeal for
consciously spreading the Gospel to others, teaching the faith and
doing good apostolic works.” 

I would also add parents who model a love for Jesus Christ within
their family — who pray and worship together with their 
children and read the Scriptures — are willing to have ongoing 
conversations with their children about God’s plan for them in their
lives. Parents can become instruments of God’s invitation when they
are not afraid to ask important questions in life — what is God’s plan

for you?  
In the Gospels, Jesus was the master of asking questions that made

people think and reflect on his call. “What do you want me to do for
you?” (Mark 10:51) or “Who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15)
Jesus asked his disciples and followers some great questions. Parents,
be not afraid to ask your children the same questions that Jesus
asked. 

I came across some research that made me sit up and think again
about the type of conversations we have in our families about God’s
particular call to priesthood and consecrated life. The Center for 
Applied Research and Apostolate in 2012 reported that a majority of
parents are hesitant to have vocational conversations with their 
children around the topic of priesthood or consecrated life. Ten 
percent of mothers and five percent of fathers encourage their 
children to consider the possibility of God calling them to priesthood
or consecrated life. Priests themselves struggle as well. Only 14 
percent invite young men to consider priesthood. Only two percent of
youth ministers/campus ministers encourage young people to 
consider a call to priesthood or consecrated life. These statistics
should make us all sit up and think again about the important 
questions are called to ask our children about God’s plan for them in
their lives.

As we continue to strive more fervently to live “A Catholic Way of
Life” through a generous hospitality, a lively faith and a dedicated 
discipleship, may our hearts truly become fully alive in Christ and the
Holy Spirit. May our parents have the courage they need to have these
life-changing conversations with their children about God’s plan for
them.

Come, Come Holy Spirit — Be Not Afraid!



FAMILY: SEEDBED OF VOCATIONS

PRIESTHOOD. CONSECRATED LIFE. CONSIDER IT.

“The family that is open to
transcendent values, that serves
its brothers and sisters with joy,

that fulfills its duties with
generous fidelity, and is aware of
its daily sharing in the mystery of 

the glorious Cross of Christ,
becomes the primary and most

excellent seedbed of vocations to 
a life of consecration to the

Kingdom of God.”
Familiaris Consortio, #53
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According to the National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia,
“Making Sense of Bioethics,” 

by Fr. Tad Pacholoczyk will return next month.

The Benedictine Sisters at Sacred Heart Monastery Yankton, have a new 
Vocation Director, Sister Clarice Korger, OSB. Sister Clarice started as director
in August. She replaces Sr. Phyllis Hunhoff who has retired. Before accepting
this position Sister Clarice did parish ministry in Grand Island, Neb., at 
Blessed Sacrament Church. For information on upcoming vocation activities
call Sister Clarice at 605-668-6092 or go to http://yanktonbenedictines.org/
vocation-events/.

New Vocation Director

Mother Butler Center 
Annual Bazaar

231 Knollwood Dr. Rapid City, S.D.
(Across from the Carmike 10 Movie Theater)

Sun. Nov 1, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Arts   Crafts   Bingo   Children’s Games   Baked Goods

Food Concession   Silent Auction   And More!
Raffle Prizes

$1000.00   $500.00   $250.00
Numerous other prizes!

l l l l

lll

l l

EVERYONE INVITED
Proceeds benefit the Mother Butler Center
which provides an educational and gathering
center for the local community
For more information please call the office

manager at (605) 343-2165)

Tickets can be purchased from the Parish Office or at the Bazaar.

Lay Ministers Commissioned
Bishop Robert Gruss commissioned six new lay ministers on August 23 at Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Rapid City. (Back row) Bishop Gruss, Gale Schipke, Brian Spiess,
and Fr. Peter Etzel, SJ, director of the Ministry Formation Program and a co-leader of
the class; Fran and Deacon Pat Coy, Ministry Formation Team members. (Front row)
Reeny Wilson, Laurie Hallstrom, Patty Cresalia, Robert Thompson, Susan Thompson
(who was commissioned in 2000 but repeated the course with her husband), and Sr. Lo-
rane Coffin, OSB, a co-leader of the class. Schipke, Spiess and Thompson are members
of Blessed Sacrament; Wilson and Cresalia are members of Our Lady of the Black Hills,
Piedmont; Hallstrom is a member of the Cathedral of Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid
City. Not pictured Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ, associate director of the Ministry Formation
Program. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Envisioning Team
Bishop Robert Gruss has assembled a
team of people to review the results of
the “Listening Sessions” held across the
diocese this summer. The 12-person team
will help him chart a course for the dio-
cese in the upcoming years. Team mem-
bers Irma LeFaive, Ft. Pierre, and Maria
Munoz, Rapid City, confer at the first
meeting held August 29. (WRC photo by
Laurie Hallstrom)
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socialjusticesd.com
socialjustice@diorc.org

Social Justice Commission
of the Rapid City Diocese

Fall Workshop:
“Continuing Steps:

Building a Just Society”

Saturday, Oct. 17, 2015
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Bishop Gruss, along with multiple 
speakers and numerous vendors will 
be present to continue the dialogue 

of building a just society

Register at terrasancta.org/sjc2015

Registrations fee: $30

Scholarships available

MARCH LIFE
January 20-23, 2016
Travel to Washington D.C. with 

Fr. Tim Hoag, Fr. John Paul Trask, and
thousands of others to March for Life!

Families; Youth groups (16+); Newman
Clubs; young adults; Pro-Life members
and all who want to be inspired to 

continue the fight for life are welcome!

Limited Space available.
Reserve your place now!

Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.
canterburypilgrimages.com

reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com

FOR

SAVE THE DATES!

“Each of us is called to shape our world ... Conversion of the
heart for social justice is always an on-going process.”

—Bishop Robert Gruss, Social Justice “First Steps” workshop, 10-25-14

Start or continue a conversion of heart by attending one or both of these 
opportunities offered by the Diocesan Social Justice Commission:
“Continuing Steps: Building a Just Society,” October 17
What is a “just” society?  What can a person  do to ensure all are treated justly

and with respect? The 2nd annual Social Justice Commission workshop will give
answers. Speakers and topics include: Bishop Robert Gruss, “Principles of a just
society”; Sr. Teresa Ann Wolf, OSB, “Human trafficking”; Deacon Denny Davis,
“The S.D. death penalty”; Rep. Kristin Conzet, “The S.D. Legislative Process”;
and Fr. Tim Hoag, JCL, “Stewardship and a just society.” Continental breakfast
and lunch provided. Closing Mass at 4 p.m.  
Last year’s workshop, “In Defense of Human Dignity,” inspired participants

to say, “Prior to today, I didn’t realize or know the level of help that was available
in the diocese,” and “I could do more.”
Register at terrasancta.org/sjc2015. Price $30.

March for Life Pilgrimage, Washington D.C., January 20-23, 2016
Join pro-life advocates at the nation’s biggest march witnessing to the sanctity

of life. This annual event mourns the tragic 1973 Roe v. Wade decision allowing
abortions in the U.S. The peaceful march along Constitution Avenue ends with a
rally at the Supreme Court steps. Participants will also visit Capitol Hill, the 
National Archives, the March for Life Conference & Expo or the Youth Rally and
Mass for Life. An optional extra day allows visits to the Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum, the St. Maximillian Kolbe memorial, and the National Air and Space Mu-
seum. Be inspired, come be a witness for the life and dignity of the unborn,
reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com.

Upcoming Social Justice Committee events

To advertise in the
West River Catholic
call Becky Berreth at

605-343-3541.
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Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  

By Sr. Florence 
McManamen, OSB 

During September the World 
Meeting of Families takes place in
Philadelphia and the Synod on 
Families is scheduled in Rome. It is
the beginning of another school
year with much emphasis on
school curriculum, staff and
students. It is also very 
important to recognize the
parents as the primary 
educators of their children in
all areas of life. At most, the
school forms the child about
seven hours a day for one
hundred eighty days a
year during about thirteen
years of the young per-
son’s life. All of the other days and
years from the earliest moments of
life, it is the privilege, gift, and re-
sponsibility of the parents to form the
child to “know, love and serve God in 
this life and to be happy with God 
forever in the next. The learning of

We were recently honored to 
receive U.S. Department of State
Hague Accreditation and Approval for
Catholic Social Services Family Serv-
ices Department’s Adoption Program.
This accreditation makes certain that
CSS Adoption Services have in place
safeguards to ensure inter-country
adoptions take place ethically and in
the best interests of the children in-
volved. 
Since 2006 the Council on Accredi-

tation of the U.S. Department of State
has served as the only national accred-
iting entity.  COA has established a
rigorous accreditation and approval
process and mechanisms to monitor
and oversee the performance of the
approved agencies and personnel.
Catholic Social Services is the only

Adoption Agency in South Dakota to

receive this Accreditation and 
approval.
James Kinyon is the Executive 

Director CSS and Natalie Lecy is the
Director of the
Family Services
Department/
Adoption 
Department.
Catholic Social
Services is located
at 529 Kansas City
Street in Rapid
City. 
For Adoption 

information, please contact the office
at 605-348-6086 or email 
css@cssrapidcity.com.

CSS receives Hague Accreditation and Approval

The Family ‘Curriculum’
values and habits leading to a happy, 
productive life in this world is also
part of the “family curriculum.” Even
after the more direct “formation” of

the young person, it is the love,
support and values of the
parents that help give 
stability in the life of the

son or daughter.
Mixed with the 
blessings are times of 
concern, sorrow and 
frustration. Since 
parents, families and
children are not 

perfect, a person should
remember that each 
person is also a “child

of God,” a God who has 
unconditional love and concern for
each one. St. Benedict, the patron of
our Benedictine Order, has been
named the patron of families. 
The role of parents as the primary

educators of their children will be 
further explored in a future column. 

2015 FOUNDER’S AWARD HONOREE
Fr. William Pauly, SJ (1947-2006)

Superior of Holy Rosary Jesuit Community 
in Pine Ridge (1989-2006)

Keynote Speaker
Fr. Thomas Lawler, SJ
Provincial of the Wisconsin Province Society of Jesus

2:30-5 p.m.    Sunday, September 20, 2015
LaCroix Ballroom    Rushmore Plaza Civic Center

Refreshments and Hors d’oeuvres
$20 per person (reserved seating)

605-348-6086    www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com (PayPal) l

l

l

l l

ORDER OF SAINT BENEDICT AWARD

to attend

2015 Honorees:
Gogie Enstad    Stephanie Hurd    Chuck and Barbara Lien

css@cssrapidcity.com
529 Kansas City Street, Suite 100   Rapid City, SD 57701

Susan Meyer President 

You’re invited

Annual Banquet

Natalie
Lecy

Natalie Lecy
Director Family Services/Adoption Dept.
Catholic Social Services, Rapid City
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A Journey Home
by Deacon Marlon Leneaugh, Director of Native Ministries

It is hard when one loses a patriarch or a person that is such an integral part the
organization. Monsignor William O’Connell has long been a face identified with
the Catholic Diocese of Rapid City.  

I remember meeting “O’C” when I was a deacon candidate. He gave one of the
retreats that was required of all deacon candidates. He spoke so eloquently and his
words, though spoken softly made an impression on my life and my ministry. He
spoke of respecting the people we serve and never trying to be above them or talk
down to them. You felt that you were close to God when you were in his presence,
and his peacefulness and gentleness were his strengths. He was small in stature
but a giant in the love of God. He walked humbly with his God and was respected
for his deep faith and love of the people.

In reflecting back on my memories of monsignor, I kept thinking of a scripture
verse that would be appropriate for him and his life among the people of western
South Dakota.

“The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch
them.

In the eyes of the foolish, they seem to have died; and their departure to be a
disaster, and their going from us, utter destruction. But they are at peace.

For in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality.
Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested
them and found them worthy of himself; like gold in the furnace, he tried them,
and like a sacrificial offering he accepted them.

In the time of their visitation they shall shine forth, and will run as sparks
through the stubble; they will govern nations and rule over peoples, and the
LORD will reign over them forever.

Those who trust in him shall understand truth, and the faithful will abide with
him in love: because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches
over his elect (Wis 3:1-9).

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him, may
his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest
in peace.

Toksa, my friend, until we meet again.

Amazing Parishes
Representatives of the parishes of Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
and Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City; St. Michael, Hermosa and St. Joseph,
Spearfish; attended the Amazing Parish Conference in Denver on August 11-13.
“It truly was an ‘amazing’ conference.We learned a lot of useful information
and resources to draw from,” said Beth Strain, cathedral parish administrator.
(Courtesy photo)

Did you know ?  
The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary 

because the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated 
annually on October 7th. It was instituted to honor the Blessed
Virgin Mary in gratitude for the protection that she gives the
Church in answer to the praying of the Rosary by the faithful.
The feast was introduced by St. Pius V (1504-1572) in the year
1571 to commemorate the miraculous victory of the 
Christian forces in the Battle of Lepanto on October 7th of that
same year. The pope attributed the success of 
the battle more to the “arms” of the Rosary 
than the power of cannons and the valor of 
the soldiers who fought there.

Learn more about Mary and the devotions 
to the Holy Rosary. These are just a few of the 
many books and pamphlets available to assist you in
increasing your knowledge and devotion to prayer:

The Secret of the Rosary by St. Louis De Montfort

The Scriptural Rosary -A Modern Version of the Way the
Rosary was prayed in the Late Middle Ages

Linking Your Beads...the Rosary's History, Mysteries, and
Prayers by Patricia Ann Kasten

BVM Sisters Celebrates Diamond Jubilee 
Two Sisters of Charity, BVM with ties to the Diocese of Rapid City celebrated 75 years
in religious life this fall. They are among 26 diamond jubilarians who gathered in the
Mount Carmel Motherhouse Chapel in Dubuque, Iowa, on Sept. 6, for a liturgy of
thanksgiving. Sister Anita Therese was elementary school superior at St. Patrick in
Lead. Sister Marie C. Fitzpatrick, BVM (Jane Frances) was principal/teacher at 
Perpetual Help Grade School in Rapid City. To send a congratulatory message go to
www.bvmcong.org/whatsnew_jubs.cfm.
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World Mission Sunday
Offer generous financial help for the missions 

through the Propagation of the Faith.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith ... 
all of us committed to the worldwide 

mission of Jesus.

Name

Address

City

State

Zip 

Amount
Mail to: 

Propagation of the Faith, 
Teresa Spiess
PO Box 678 

Rapid City, SD 57709

“World Mission Sunday” is a 
wonderful opportunity for
Catholics around the world to 
participate in the church’s 
missionary activity through prayer
and sacrifice. In this way, we 
answer our call to evangelize and
proclaim the Gospel. World 
Mission Sunday provides all of us

an opportunity to bring hope to our neighbor in
distant lands, to bring justice for the poorest
among us, to bring education to the most 
remote villages, to provide medical aid in 
isolated places, to help set people free from
poverty, to assist in the development of peoples,
overcoming ethnic divisions, and to demonstrate
respect for life in all its stages. Please be 
generous to those brothers and sisters who have
far less.” 

—Bishop Robert D. Gruss
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ACCREDITATION REPORT FROM ADVANCED

Powerful Practices:
s Professional development for the interpretation and use of data in instructional practice 

supports a system-wide assessment plan to continuously collect, analyze and apply 
learning from a range of data sources.

s Teachers work to meet the unique learning needs of students and to advocate for 
their students’ success.

s The governing body establishes policies and promotes practices that are focused on 
student achievement and are aligned with leadership’s vision to foster a culture consistent 
with the system’s purpose and direction.

s The rigor of the system’s curriculum provides equitable and challenging learning 
experiences for all students.

s The system maintains facilities that are safe, clean and healthy for all stakeholders.
s The warm and welcoming school culture provides a Catholic, Christian and family-like 

atmosphere for all system stakeholders.
Opportunities for Improvement:
s Continue to develop a systemic process for professional evaluation that will enhance 

instructional practice to support student achievement.
s Continue to develop resources to support the instruction of students with varying 

abilities and needs.
s Continue to focus on salary and benefit improvements to aid in the recruitment, 

employment and retention of qualified professional staff. 
Improvement Priorities:
s Develop and implement a protocol to regularly evaluate the existing Strategic Design Plan.
s Prioritize efforts to improve the current process of securing resources to bolster the 

existing technology infrastructure and to strengthen the use of technology as 
an instructional tool.

OTHER FINDINGS:
Teaching and Learning Impact
s High expectations for student learning
s Academic rigor
s Teacher commitment
s Additional support for students with varying abilities and learning styles
s Strong teacher evaluation process 

Leadership Capacity
s Strong leadership provided by administration and school board
s Excellent use of data analysis to improve instructional practice
s Vision and effectiveness of the system’s purpose and direction
s Collaborative partnership between the RCCSS and the Diocese of Rapid City 

Resource Utilization
s Excellent facilities
s Strong student resources - counseling, RTI, library services, and tutoring
s Strengthening the use of technology in instructional practice

The team assigns a final overall score referred to as the IEQ (Index of Educational Quality). 
The overall score of the RCCSS was 318.54 compared to the AdvancED network average 
score of 282.45.  In conclusion, the RCCSS was commended for a very strong Catholic 
identity and received an overall score that was 36.09 points above the AdvancED 
network average!

The final project of the AP Calculus class was different from
the rigorous AP curriculum they had been working on. The 
students had to write and illustrate a children’s book based 
on K-1 Math Standards. This was an interesting project from 
the seniors’ perspective. They had just reached the pinnacle
of their high school mathematics career (completing AP 
Calculus) and having the students write a children’s 
mathematics book was a good opportunity for them to 
self-reflect and see how far they have come in the last 12
years in their mathematics education. During the final exam 
period the students shared their books with the 
kindergarteners and first graders at SES. 

STUDENTS: ABOVE AND BEYOND 
THE ACADEMIC CALL

ACTs of the Cavaliers: Thirteen 2015 STM seniors scored
30+ composite on the ACT test, bringing the total of STM 
seniors who have scored 30+ to 130. Congratulations: 
Payton Bradsky, Alexa Diehl, Matthew Eastmo, Hanna 
Glissendorf, Abbey Hilt, London Kahler, Catherine Kellar, 
Giles McGillick, Travis Mills, Andrew Montoya, Aaron Moody,
Henry O’Meara, and Ashley Peterson. The 2015 plaque can be
viewed on the main floor between the Chapel and art display
case at STM High School.
National Merit Scholar: An academic
competition for recognition and 
scholarships that began in 1955 allows
students to enter the National Merit 
program by taking the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test. The test serves as an initial screen 
of approximately 1.5 million entrants each
year. The student must also meet the 
published program entry/participation 
requirements. Recipients of this award 
are London Kahler, Payton Bradsky, and 
Alexa Diehl, and National Merit Commended Scholar Hanna 
Glissendorf. 
The Class of 2015 was offered (the highest so far) 
5.3 million dollars, with an acceptance of 2 million dollars 
to their respective schools.
100% graduation rate for the Class of 2015

AdvancED is the global leader in providing continuous improvement 
and accreditation services to over 32,000 institutions serving 20 million 
students worldwide. 
AdvancED Exit Report: “It was immediately evident that there was a robust Catholic presence in the
Rapid City Catholic School System, emphasizing their commitment to faithfully embedding Catholic
identity into daily practice. Statements such as, ‘this school is authentically Catholic’ and ‘we feel
like a family” were frequently heard during school visits and interviews. Student work, prayer and acts
of kindness that were seen during observations provided strong evidence of the system’s Catholic
Identity. In addition, artifacts such as the system’s public relations materials, demonstrated the 
system’s commitment to herald their Catholicity and the strength of their academic program.”
The External Review Team identified the following powerful practices and opportunities for
improvement, and improvement priorities:
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FinAnciAl report

cost to educate a child

excellence in educAtion endowment: $7,091,248
The Endowment is dedicated to securing and enhancing the future of the school system. It 
provides permanent support for the mission of the school.

Terra Sancta Construction Loan Balance: $2,593,717
Terra Sancta ARRA Loan for Energy Efficiency: $525,540 (interest-free loan)

Crazy Horse Scholarship
E Betty Bradsky Memorial
Fr. Peter Kovarik Grant
Lola Leu Trust
Notre Dame HS Charity
Sr. Katherine Brady Grant
Scholarship Memorial

The Donna Klapperich Grant
Evans Native American Grant
Friends of Joe Butler
Lori Thiel Simpson Grant
Pat Keegan Fund
R&E Native American 
College Fund

Special Growth Accounts
Duhamel Fund
FM Satter Memorial
J Bachand Memorial
Msgr. O’Connell Fund
Wasserburger Fund

Endowment Funds include:

School Liabilities as of June 30, 2015:

Staff and Tuition Assistance $ 2,891,587
Staff Salaries and Benefits $ 468,929
Tuition Assistance $ 901,819
Unrestricted $ 101,302
Grants $ 405,848
Western SD Catholic Foundation $ 2,250,219
Facilities $ 71,544

2014-2015 tuition 
AssistAnce given: $681,965

Catholic education should be accessible to all. To that end, the
school offers many forms of financial assistance to Catholic and
non-Catholic families. Who provides tuition assistance? The
bulk of the tuition assistance funds come from donor gifts to the
school. These funds are held in the Endowment for Education fund
for the purposes of Tuition Assistance.

Donor Directed Tuition Assistance $ 138,920
Parish Support to Catholic Families $ 445,477
Employee Tuition Discount $ 73,250
Multi-Child Family Discount $ 7,533
Hardship Assistance $ 8,785
Evans Native American Grant $ 8,000
Total Tuition Assistance Provided: $ 681,965

Cost Covered by Tuition

High School

Non-Catholic

Catholic

Middle School

Elementary

97%
77%

98%
66%

80%
53%

Revenue
Tuition/Fees 79%
Financial Assistance -4%
Parish Support 9%
Development 10%
Investment Income 3%
Other 3%

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 76%
Teaching Expenses 3%
Technology 4%
Office/Administration 3%
Facilities 12%
Extracurricular 2%

Eighteen school libraries in the state of South Dakota were recognized by the
Department of Education. Among the eighteen were St. Elizabeth Seton 
and St. Thomas More High School, both receiving the exemplary award, 
the highest level awarded. The 21st Century School Library Award recognizes
school libraries as effective, enhanced, or exemplary, based on performance 
in three areas: place, which refers to the learning environment 
(both physical and online), programming and professionalism. 
Jenelle Kirchoff, Director of Library Services for the RCCSS, conducted a 
self-assessment and provided evidence to meet South Dakota’s guidelines for
school libraries. 

21st century librAry exemplAry AwArd to
st. thomAs more high school 

And st. elizAbeth seton librAries

Artists in the schools
RCCSS 
understands the
importance of
art in the 
classroom.
Thanks to the
South Dakota
Arts Council
and a matching
grant from the SES PTO, two local artists traveled from
classroom to classroom guiding students in two 
different art techniques. Mark Zimmerman instructed the students in drawing in
November, and Mary Wipf held paper-making classes in February. 
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The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and 
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To 
report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance
coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she
can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and
messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are
advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. 
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving
the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The diocesan sexual misconduct 
policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan website at 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for 
Children and Young People

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity

Stewardship event in White Owl
Father James Hoerter (cowboy hat) and Tate Dennis play their guitars during a
Stewardship Event at White Owl, August 16. The day included music, a
potluck, and an impromptu rabbit chase. (Courtesy photo)
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Lee Gwozdz, diocesan director of
music for Diocese of Corpus Christi,
Texas, will be presenting during the Na-
tional Pastoral Ministers Fall Meeting at
Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City. The two-day con-
ference begins Friday, October
16, at 7 p.m. with a presenta-
tion on energizing music min-
isters and is open to all music
minsters.
“During World Youth Day

in Denver, Pope John Paul II
told the choir and instrumen-
talists that they ‘are the Choirs
of Angels here on earth that provide a
foretaste of what the heavenly experience
will be in heaven,’” Gwozdz said. “What
a beautiful image and so true.”
The Saturday session begins at 9 a.m.

and includes “Making the Rite Choices,”
“Why Catholics Don’t Sing,” and “Toys
that Teach All to Sing: From Child to
Adult, From Toys, Tone to Text.” The St.

Cecilia Banquet and Awards will also be
held. 
“Adults that have the gift of a voice or

the ability to play an instrument should
never bury their talent — what
a better way to give to the
glory and honor of God who
blest you with that talent,” said
Gwozdz. “Every parish should
invest in those that are gifted.”
For more information and a

complete schedule, visit
www.npmrc.org. To register
send your name, address,
phone number, email address,

parish name, $15 per person (for the ban-
quet) to: Kathy Little, NPM
Secretary/Treasurer, 14645 Country Rd.,
Rapid City, SD 57701. Registration must
be received by October 12. Nominations
for the St. Cecilia Award and the Peggy
Langenfeld Memorial Award, as well as
names for our Years of Service Awards
must be received by October 2. 

Lee Gwozdz

Gwozdz to speak at fall NPM meeting In Your Prayers
Birthdays: October 12, Fr. Godfrey Muwanga; October 15, Fr. Tim Hoag; October 21, Fr.
Christianus Hendrik, SCJ; October 28, Fr. Gary Oreshoski. Ordinations: October 14, Fr.
Christianus Hendrik, SCJ; October 19, Fr. Marcin Garbacz; October 25, Fr. Riccardo Pen-
nati. Necrology: October 6, 1947, Camillius Seiler; October 6, 1973, Peter Kelly; Octo-
ber 9, 2011, Brian Fawcett; October 10, 1955, Harold Fuller, SJ; October 13, 1954,
William Connaughton; October 14, 1906, Peter Rosen; October 14, 1953, Godfrey Nau;
October 14, 1962, James Shannon; October 14, 1967, Hubert McDonald; October 14,
1988, Bernard Shanley; October 16, 1920, Aloysius Menne, SJ; October 16, 1940,
Bernard Strassmaier, OSB; October 16, 1955, Joseph O’Connell; October 16, 1982,
William Renn, SJ; October 17, 1907, James Gleeson, CSC; October 20, 1982, Robert
Demeyer, SJ; October 21, 1929, John Edgeworth; October 23, 1942, Paul Kinney; Oc-
tober 24, 1917, Charles Goergen; October 24, 1975, George Stroh, SJ; October 26,
1921, Arthur Belknap; October 26, 2009, David Orians;  October 27, 1947, Amandus
Boelaars; October 28, 1954, Eugene Buechel, SJ; October 30, 1929, Henry Groethe, SJ;
October 30, 1975, Robert Whiteside. 



Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,

limited adult audiences, films whose 
problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.

Now 
PlayingY Mouth at ters

September 201524    WRC

Classifications
A Walk in the Woods .............L
No Escape .........................L
The Transporter Refueled ......O

90 Minutes in Heaven 
(Samuel Goldwyn)
Writer-director Michael Polish’s
adaptation of the 2004 bestseller
by Don Piper (Hayden Chris-
tensen) tells the true story of the
Baptist minister’s near-death 
experience following a 
devastating car crash. After a
brief vision of heaven, he endures
a torturous recovery marked by
unbearable pain. Yet the 
emotional toll for his family, in
particular his wife (Kate
Bosworth), is even greater.
Though the film’s celestial 
journey is overshadowed by its
medical narrative, it remains an
inspiring tale about faith, hope
and persistence. Considered as a
whole, moreover, its evangelical
viewpoint on prayer and the
promise of eternal life is mostly
consonant with Catholic 
doctrine. Disturbing images, some
mature themes. The Catholic
News Service classification is A-II
— adults and adolescents. The
Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG-13 — parents
strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappropriate 
for children under 13.

By Samuel Carroll

Pope Francis said he envi-
sioned the church as a field
hospital, a resting place for
people to heal after a battle
— not a church that is simply
open to people to come and
go, but also one seeking to
call people who have lost
faith, and bring them back
into the fold. This analogy, to
an extent, mirrors the mission
of the Newman Clubs
throughout the world, being a
field hospital for Catholics
who can so easily fail to re-
main Catholic after high
school due to spiritual
wounds and social pressure. 

I’m Samuel Carroll the
President of the Newman
Club at South Dakota School
of Mines & Technology,
Rapid City, and I too found
myself falling into a habit of
merely attending church
without being a part of the
church. I was a Catholic who
was comfortable being a part
of the world. In my second
year I felt a calling to start
getting more involved with

the Newman Club in order to
overcome my complacence
and become a more complete
person. 

I started attending the
Rosary Walks at first, an in-
nocent task, and soon found
myself inspired by Father
Nathan Sparks to start attend-
ing Theology on Tap where I
learned the teachings of the
church much more deeply
than I ever had before. Over
the course of a couple years I
found my knowledge of and
love of the church increase
greatly. I also found myself
forming bonds with people
who are at all levels in their
education, from freshmen to
grad students, and becoming
great friends with many of
them. 

To go back to the field
hospital analogy I’m amazed
at how well our little New-
man Center has impacted  the
lives of students, keeping
many of us Catholic and
being a point of healing for
several non-Catholic students
who share with us in learning

the faith and in the fellowship
that the church was always
meant to be. We challenge
each other to grow and de-
velop into great, passionate
human beings and fantastic
Christians.

The Newman Center is
open Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-
10 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday 1 p.m.-10 p.m. The
Sunday schedule begins with

adoration and confessions at
6 p.m., and Mass at 7 p.m.,
followed by a meal. Weekly
events include a Monday
Rosary Walk and Theology
on Tap and daily Mass on
Thursdays. Contact Nancy
Haugen, Newman Center Di-
rector, 605-716-4130 or
email her at nancy@cathedral
olph.org for more informa-
tion.

SDSM&T Newman Center: a field hospital for Catholics

Keagan Peters signs up for Newman Center emails during
the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology campus
activities fair in August. Newman Center Director Nancy
Haugen and member Gretchen Berg look on. 

DEACON: The deacon (Greek dikonos = servant) is the first de-
gree in the sacrament of Holy Orders in the Catholic Church. As
the name itself implies, a deacon is involved especially in char-
itable work (diakonia), yet he also teaches and catechizes, pro-
claims the Gospel, preaches at Mass and assists during the
liturgy. 

What happens in diaconal ordination?
In diaconal ordination the candidate is appointed to a 

special service within the sacrament of Holy Orders. For he
represents Christ as the one who came, “not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 
(Mt. 20:28). In the liturgy of ordination we read: “As a 
minister of the Word, of the altar, and of charity, 

(the deacon) will make himself a servant to all.”
The orignal model of the deacon is the martyr 

St. Stephen. When the apostles in the original church of
Jerusalem saw that they were overwhelmed by their
many charitable duties, they appointed seven men “to
service tables,” whom they then ordained. The first
mention is Stephen: “full of grace and power,” he ac-
complished much for the new faith and for the poor in
the Christian community. Over the centuries the dia-
conate became merely a degree of Holy Orders on the
way to the presbyterate, but today it is once again an
independent vocation for both celibates and married
men. On the one hand, this is supposed to reemphasize
service as a characteristic of the church; on the other
hand, it helps the priests, as in the early church, by es-
tablishing an order of ministers who take on particular
pastoral and social duties of the church (YouCat 255).

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy 
of the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 

(WRC photo by Becky Berreth)
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