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Catholic radio
hits the air

Drexel Award
Red Cloud Indian School, Pine Ridge, 
received the St. Katharine Drexel 
Evangelization Award from the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Black and Indian Mission Office, 
Washington, D.C. Executive 
Director, Fr. Wayne Paysse, presents the
award to Fr. George Winzenburg, SJ, school 
president, at the National Tekakwitha 
Conference, which was held on July 22-26
in Alexandria, La. The award recognizes 
on-going evangelization, faith formation
and encouraging Native Catholic identity.
More news on the Tekakwitha Conference
on page 17. (Photo by Lawrence 
Chatagnier, Bayou Catholic) 

By Laurie Hallstrom

Real Presence Radio has
begun limited broadcasting in
the Rapid City area. On July 31
the company purchased KQFR
89.9 (soon to be KJRC). Aug.
3 broadcasts began with a sig-
nal strength of 2,300 watts. To
cover a greater portion of the
diocese, station owners plan to
upgrade the signal to 25,000
watts in a couple months. 

Steve Splonskowski, execu-
tive director of RPR, said,
“Real Presence Radio was
formed on Dec. 12, 2000, by
four men who were frustrated
by the erroneous explanations
given about the teachings of
the Catholic Church by radio
media. They began by renting
airtime and airing some
EWTN shows on a local sta-
tion and they started searching
for stations to buy.”

Discussing programming,
he said, “We have looked at all
of the Catholic radio program-
ming options over the years
and found EWTN to have the
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Bishop’s Golf Classic
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation teamed up with Catholic Social Services and the Rapid
City Catholic School System to host a fundrasing golf tournament on August 13. The 1st flight, 1st net
winners were (not in order) Sean O’Connor, Mike Roddis, Dave Riemenschneider and Scott Fredrich.
There were 111 golfers registered. In addition, a Bunco social was held for those who did not wish to
golf. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)
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The videos are shocking, sickening,
appalling and deeply disturbing. The
videos to which I am referring are those
released by the Center for Medical
Progress revealing how Planned Par-
enthood employees admit that they har-
vest and sell fetal tissue and body
organs from aborted babies for profit. It
is a fact that a 17-week-old baby has all
its body parts and can be seen sucking
its thumb in an ultrasound. Therefore,
one of the most disturbing parts of one
video entails Dr. Deborah Nucatola
speaking about the retraction of a 17-
week-old baby in a certain way so that
her heart, liver, lungs and brain can be
useful to the buyer. How can this type
of an abortion at 17-weeks not be called
murder, the destruction of human life?
Every decent minded American should
be outraged by these activities of
Planned Parenthood. This activity is
evil as is all destruction of human life,
a gross manifestation of sin, and 
entirely against the will of God.
As a gift from God, every human

life is sacred from conception to natural
death. The life and dignity of every per-
son must be respected and protected at
every stage and in every condition. 
Sacred Scripture affirms this moral
truth. In Psalm 139 we read: 

“You formed my inmost being; you
knit me in my mother’s womb. I praise
you, because I am wonderfully made;
wonderful are your works! My very self
you know. My bones are not hidden
from you, when I was being made in 
secret, fashioned in the depths of the
earth. Your eyes saw me unformed; in
your book all are written down; my
days were shaped, before one came to
be. How precious to me are your 
designs, O God; how vast the sum of
them!” (Psalm 139:13-17)
Or as we read in Pope Francis’ En-

cyclical Letter Laudato Si, The Creator
can say to each one of us: “Before I
formed you in the womb, I knew you’
(Jer 1:5). We were conceived in the

heart of God, and for this reason “each
of us is the result of a thought of God.
Each of us is willed, each of us is loved,
each of us is necessary” (LS #65).
Therefore the right to life is the

first and most fundamental principle of
human rights that leads Catholics to 
actively work for a world of greater 
respect for human life and greater com-
mitment to justice and peace. People
can pretend that babies in the womb are
just blobs of protoplasm. But it is God
who reveals the truth. As science 
advances in this field, it is becoming
much harder for any American to 
ignore what their conscience already
tells them, life begins at conception.
The Supreme Court decision on

Roe v. Wade is perhaps the worst, most
tragic and evil decision ever made in
the history of the United States. Statis-
tics show that 55 million babies have
been aborted since that Supreme Court
decision. Abortion is a violation of
human rights incomparable in magni-
tude and an atrocity for the whole
human family. We must find a way to
end these atrocities. 
In the aftermath of these videos

going public, Planned Parenthood pres-
ident Cecile Richards tried to downplay
these videos by blaming the “militant
wing” of the anti-abortion movement.
Perhaps it is always easier to blame oth-
ers when getting caught in a scandal as
horrendous as this. In the end, this 
organization has absolutely no respect
the sanctity of human life and the 
dignity of the human person.
Following the revelation of these

practices of Planned Parenthood, the
Obama Administration’s Department of
Justice announced plans to investigate
the group that produced the videos 
instead of investigating the alleged
criminal activity in harvesting and sell-
ing baby parts. 
Planned Parenthood claims to be a

non-profit organization. Yet they take in
enormous revenues. Here are a few

facts: During fiscal year 2013-2014,
Planned Parenthood reported receiving
a record $528.4 million in taxpayer
funding in the form of government
grants, contracts, and Medicaid reim-
bursements. It is important to note that
taxpayer funding consists of almost half
of Planned Parenthood’s annual rev-
enue. 
In 2013, Planned Parenthood per-

formed a record high 327,653 abor-
tions. During the years 2009-2011,
Planned Parenthood performed nearly
one million abortions (995,687). In
2014, abortions made up 94 percent of
Planned Parenthood’s pregnancy serv-
ices, while prenatal care and adoption
referrals dropped 14 percent and 4 per-
cent, respectively. For every adoption
referral made, Planned Parenthood per-
formed 174 abortions. Planned Parent-
hood reported $127 million in excess
revenue, and more than $1.2 billion in
net assets. These are statistics from
2013-2014. Year after year, government
subsidy (your tax dollars) and abortions
are the lifeblood of Planned Parent-
hood. Are they really a non-profit 
organization? Isn’t it time to defund
Planned Parenthood?
Despite this massive taxpayer sup-

port, Planned Parenthood is a highly
political organization as well. During
the 2012 election, Planned Parenthood
spent $15 million on advertising and
get-out-the-vote activities, according to
the Washington Post on November 14,
2012. Planned Parenthood and its affil-
iates lobby at both the state and federal
level to block any legislative proposals
regulating abortion. They spent $33.6
million lobbying elected officials in
2013-2014, opposing legislation to put
in place simple commonsense safe-
guards, including laws that would 
inform parents before their minor
daughters obtain abortions as well as
safety standards in abortion clinics to
protect the women receiving services
there. Is this organization really good

for society and America? Should tax-
payers continue to fund such an organ-
ization? 
Perhaps Senator James Lankford

(R-Okla.) said it best, “You can’t say in
one moment that’s not a human and
then sell it in the next moment as a
human organ and say now suddenly it
is. It was a human all the way through.
There was never a time that wasn’t a
child, never a time that wasn’t a human,
and it seems the ultimate irony to me
that we spend time talking about hu-
mane treatment of animals being put
down and a lion being shot illegally ...
and we completely miss children being
ripped apart in the womb and their body
parts being sold.”
On their website, Planned Parent-

hood claims to be an altruistic health
care provider for women and girls. It
says, “Care. No matter what.”  But
when one looks at their annual report,
when one views these disgusting
videos, it seems that their bottom line is
not about women’s health but about the
destruction of human life and selling
body parts for profit. Those who partic-
ipate in such activities have completely
lost any moral compass. The real
Planned Parenthood has revealed who
they really are.
Do we, as taxpayers, really want to

support such an organization that com-
mits such heinous crimes against hu-
manity? Please contact your
congressmen and legislators, demand-
ing an end to Planned Parenthood fund-
ing. They should not receive our money
for their immoral activity, but our
prayers for their conversion. This is
what God desires!

‘Isn’t it time to defund Planned Parenthood?’
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best line-up. They provide us with their
own programs as well as shows from
Catholic Answers, Ave Maria Radio, St.
Joseph’s Communications, Vatican
Radio and more — all at no charge. We
also provide four hours of locally pro-
duced live programming per week and
carry some pre-recorded audio and
talks that we produce or obtain the right
to air from groups like Lighthouse
Catholic Media.”

Splonskowski explained how the
group came to Rapid City, “We are al-
ways open the to Lord’s promptings
and those often begin with him making
us aware of a signal for sale. When we
found out about 89.9 FM in Rapid City
we took our first step, which is always
to contact the local bishop and ask if he
is interested in talking about bringing
Catholic radio to his diocese. Bishop

Robert Gruss was very interested and
supportive. 

“Catholic radio in western South
Dakota has been a desire of mine since
my arrival as bishop four years ago,”
said Bishop Gruss, “I offer my deep
thanks and gratitude to RPR for making
this a reality.”

According RPR, 95 percent of the
radio operating funds come from dona-
tions. The majority of their money is
raised through an annual banquet and
pledge drives. 

The first RPR station went on the air
in Grand Forks, N.D. on November 6,
2004. The owners have since purchased
other signals in Fargo-Moorhead, Bis-
marck,  Minot, Dickinson, and Willis-
ton, N.D.  They have small  affiliate
stations in Jamestown and  Belcourt,
N.D. and Bemidji, Minn.

“In addition to recently purchasing
the station in Rapid City, we are also in
the process of adding a full station in
Bemidji,” said Splonskowski.

August 18, Tuesday
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota Catholic
Foundation Board Meeting, Chancery 
6:30 p.m. CT Visioning Listening 
Session, St. Mary, Lower Brule
August 23, Sunday
11 a.m. Mass, Commissioning of Lay 
Ministers, Blessed Sacrament, 
Rapid City, Rapid City
1 p.m. Cursillo Meeting/Potluck, 
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
2:45 p.m Visioning Listening Session,
Spanish language, Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
August 24, Monday
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School 
System Board Meeting, Cathedral 
August 25, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Investment Committee 
Meeting, Chancery 
9 a.m. Finance Advisory Council 
Meeting, Chancery 
August 27-29, Thursday-Saturday
Region VIII Bishops' Meeting, 
Rapid City

August 29, Saturday
11 a.m. Envisioning Leadership Team 
Kick-off Meeting, Rapid City
7 p.m. Mass, Installation of Fr. Korban as
Pastor, Hill City
August 30, Sunday
9 a.m. Mass, Installation of Fr. Castor as
Pastor, St. Francis, Sturgis
September 1, Tuesday
8 a.m. Diocesan Staff Mass/Breakfast, 
Terra Sancta
9:30 a.m. Diocesan Department Head
Meeting, Terra Sancta
September 3, Thursday
9:05 a.m. All-School Opening Mass 
September 4, Friday
11:15 a.m. First Friday Mass, Luncheon,
Cathedral 
September 7, Monday
Chancery Closed for Labor Day
September 10, Thursday
BHSU Newman Center Charity Golf 
Invitational, Spearfish Golf Course
September 11-13, Friday- Sunday
Healing Retreat with Fr. McAlear, Cathe-
dral 
September 13, Sunday
3 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute 
Certification Mass/Reception, TSRC
September 15, Tuesday
10 a.m. Consultors, Bishop’s Residence

Bishop’s Schedule 
August 18-September 15, 2015

Subject to change without notice

RADIO, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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“I want to take this opportunity to invite everyone to our
annual Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians. There are 
several ways you can participate. First, the night before the
hunt, we welcome you to enjoy the social and dinner 
prepared by the Stukel family. Second, come and enjoy
hunting with the bishop and our seminarians. The hunt day
begins with the rosary and a Mass celebrated by Bishop
Robert Gruss. All proceeds will benefit our seminarians.
If you cannot attend the event, there are ways you can

help. We greatly appreciate your financial assistance to help
fund the education of our seminarians. The annual cost to

educate a seminarian is
more than $33,000. Over
the course of the last
three years, the diocese
supported 16 men as they
discerned the priesthood.
What a blessing! Your
generosity and support
have helped form and
shape young men dis-
cerning God’s incredible
call to the priesthood.
Your gifts and support
truly are a blessing.
Thank you!”  
— Fr. Mark McCormick

Registration available at www.wsdcf.org
REGISTRATION FEES

Hunters (includes lodging and all meals) $ 750.00
Non-hunters — dinner only $ 50.00

#              Hunters $

#              Non-hunters — dinner only $

Sponsor a Seminarian $
I am unable to hunt this year. I would like to sponsor a seminarian. 

Total Amount Due $

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/ST/ZIP

PHONE
Please list any additional hunters/dinner guests below:

MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation, 
PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709-0678. 
For more information contact Tim Henderson or 
Doris Bride at (605) 343-3541.

By Laurie Hallstrom
Human trafficking and payday loan cen-

ters were the chief topics addressed at the
Family Heritage Alliance luncheon hosted
by Bishop Robert Gruss, July 22, at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City.

Captain Corey Brubakken, Pennington
County Sheriff’s Office, criminal investi-

gation division, became
chairman of the South
Dakota West River
Human Trafficking
Task Force in Novem-
ber. He has served 26
years in the child pro-
tection field.

He began his talk
with a description of
trafficking that includes

using force, coercion or fraud to abduct
people and force them into prostitution or
forced labor. 

“Have you heard it said human traffick-
ing is modern day slavery?” said Capt.
Brubakken. “I thought slavery was abol-

ished in the 19th century.” 
He said it is hard to get exact numbers

because it is a clandestine crime and vic-
tims do not come forward because they fear
retaliation or they do not trust law-enforce-
ment. “Some victims have a great deal of
shame over what is going on,” he added. 

He recounted a 2013 law enforcement
sting operation conducted by local, state
and federal investigators during the Sturgis
Motorcycle Rally. Nine individuals re-
sponded to an ad to have sex with children.
All were charged in federal court. In 2015,
a similar sting was conducted in Sioux Falls
and netted six more individuals.

He described 85 percent of the victims
as women between the ages of 12 to 33
years old, but the majority are between the
ages of 12 to 14 years old. While back-
grounds vary, most victims come from low
income homes where one or both parents
are absent. Many victims are given drugs or
promises of affection. Most come from a
home where they have been abused or neg-
lected and 79 percent were sexually as-
saulted multiple times as children.

Capt. Brubakken said he has information
that indicates there are active ongoing re-
cruitment efforts targeting Native American
women and young girls on South Dakota
reservations.

He described sex trafficking as
the fastest growing criminal enter-
prise in the United States, resulting
in an annual net profit of $32 
billion; it targets the most vulnera-
ble members of our society. With
victims afraid to speak out, “Com-
mercial sex trafficking is high profit
and low risk,” he said. 

To report suspicious behavior, con-
tact the  Blue Campaign, 1-866-347-
2423, or on the Web, www.dhs.gov/
bluecampaign.

The second speaker was the Rev. Steve
Hickey, Sioux Falls, a member of the S.D.
State House of Representatives. He 
addressed payday loan centers, which he
described as “another costly exploitation of
the vulnerable.” 

Rev. Hickey said people get in trouble
because the loans are not reported to credit

bureaus and the state does not keep track of
them. He said the loans are intended to be a
debt trap. 

At the legislative level, he has tried un-
successfully to get an interest rate cap on

these businesses. So far, objec-
tions against the effort have
been based on the premise of
the free market regulating itself.
“Sixteen states have capped the
loan interest rates,” he said.  

When a person takes out a
loan and has trouble paying it
back, the loan is refinanced by
the center and the pattern is re-
peated. “We have had people

who go in to finance $500 on their car and
within three months, they owe $3,000,” he
said.

The average number of loans, per client,
is eight. Rev. Hickey has obtained annual
reports and training manuals from payday
loan centers that reveal profitability kicks
in around loan number five. According to
Rev. Hickey, it takes years to pay off these
loans.

Human trafficking and payday loans hurt society’s most vulnerable people

Capt. Corey
Brubakken

Rev. Steve
Hickey
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Black Hills State University Newman Center
capital campaign update

Catholic leaders from St. Joseph Church in Spearfish have begun a Newman Center
Capital Campaign to build a new center for Black Hills State University faculty and stu-
dents. The purpose of the Catholic Newman Center is to bring students and faculty to-
gether and encouraging them to practice their faith. Newman Centers also provide a
place where students and faculty can go for worship, spiritual direction, religious edu-
cation, a quiet place to study, community service, and fellowship.

Currently, the BHSU Newman Center is a mile from campus and it is a small older
home with tiny rooms that has been remodeled for use as the center. The chapel only
seats 25 students, so Masses are generally held across the street at St. Joseph Church.
There is little space for study and socializing. The new BHSU Newman Center will be
right across the street from the BH Student Union. The new center will be more than
16,000 square feet with a chapel seating up to 150 people. There will be study rooms,
meeting rooms, a full kitchen, a student lounge and a gathering hall for up to 150 guests.

The capital campaign goal is $3 million. The capital campaign began in the spring of
2014. The fund is now at 44 percent of the goal. It is hoped construction can begin in
2017. Organizers say they will need the support of the parish, BHSU alumni, and the local
community to help make this vision a reality. By supporting the Christian formation of our
youth, donors are helping to prepare students for the future. The donors hope these
young people will have a positive impact on communities, create strong families, and be-
come strong leaders where they live and worship. To learn more about the BHSU New-
man Center Capital Campaign visit the website at www.bhsunewman.com or contact
Tracy Manning-Egge at 605-484-0757. 

Bishop Robert Gruss blesses the motorcycles before the “Ride with the Bishop”
fundraiser. The event is held to raise money for building a modern Newman Center at
Black Hills State University, Spearfish. July 19, the ride began with Mass at Terra
Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City. It was followed by breakfast and blessing the bikes.
After a ride through the Black Hills, bikers ended the day with a barbecue and silent
auction in Spearfish. (WRC photograph by Becky Berreth)



Fr. Huffstetter to Rome
The General Chapter of the Priests of the Sacred Heart was held May 17-June

6 in Rome. Fr. Heiner Wilmer, SCJ, of Germany was named the next superior
general. Fr. Stephen Huffstetter, SCJ, 56, was elected to be part of the five-
member General Council. Area residents may recall him serving at Eagle Butte

on the Cheyenne River Pastoral Team as a sem-
inarian,1984-87; and in 1988 as a deacon; then
after his ordination from 1989-97; from 2001-
04 at Lower Brule as a member of the Lower
Brule Pastoral Team; and 2004-13 as President
of St. Joseph Indian School, Chamberlain. In
2013 he was elected provincial superior at
Hales Corners, Wisconsin. His service in the
Diocese of Rapid City includes serving as a
dean and on the presbyteral council for both
(then) Bishops Charles J. Chaput and Blase Cu-
pich. 

“It is really an honor,” said Fr. Huffstetter about his election. “I am excited
to have the opportunity to learn more about our international congregation, to
speak with SCJs from around the world and find out how they see God, the
church and our congregation.”

Fr. Huffstetter is pictured celebrating the liturgy after his election to the
General Council. (Courtesy SCJ News) 
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Join Bishop Gruss and the Diocese of Rapid City on the journey of a 
lifetime, traveling to Fatima, Spain, and Lourdes in February of 2016. The
11-day pilgrimage includes roundtrip airfare from Rapid City, daily Mass in
significant Catholic shrines and churches, professional Catholic tour 
escorts/guides and daily sightseeing that includes the sites of Lourdes and
Fatima, as well as touring the Marian apparition of Zaragoza, St. Teresa’s
city of Avila, Madrid, and much more! There is also an optional 5-day 
extension to Rome that includes a Papal Audience with Pope Francis, the
major Basilicas of Christian Rome, Ancient Rome sites, and the Vatican.

$3,299 for the main trip and $1,699 for the extension.
Space is limited. Call Corporate Travel Service at 313-565-8888 x121 or
x150 or visit us online at ctscentral.net for more details or reservations.
The full 4-page brochure with the schedule in detail can be found on the
diocesan website at http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Scroll down the home page and on the left hand side you will see the 
picture and ad for the pilgrimage. Click on the picture and then click as
noted for the full brochure.

Nine (9) nights accommodations at 4 star
hotels: 2 nights in Lourdes, 1 night in
Zaragoza, 3 nights in Fatima
Continental Breakfast daily
Five (5) Dinners, including a Welcome and
Farewell Dinner
Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in
Toulouse and Lisbon and specified 
sightseeing
Catholic tour escort while in Europe
Local guides according to itinerary

Sightseeing and entrance fees according to
the itinerary
Daily Mass in unique and historical churches
Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece
of luggage
Round trip scheduled commercial air from
Rapid City to Toulouse, France returning
from Lisbon, Portugal (including fuel sur-
charges and government imposed fees of
$575 as of 4/13/15; final amount subject to
change)

*per person double occupancy

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Your 11 Day Pilgrimage Includes

Special collection

September 12-13, 2015
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

For more information or to get involved in the work of CCHD write:
Teresa Spiess, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709 

or email tspiess@diorc.org

Copyright ©2015 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Washington D.C. All rights reserved. 

Photos ©Flip Schulke/CORBIS, J.D. Long-Garcia, Catholic Sun

FEBRUARY 5-15, 2016 | $3,299
ROME EXTENSION FEBRUARY 15-19, 2016 | $1,699



August 31, Monday
sWRC deadline for submissions.

Paper mailed Tuesday, September 15. 
)605-343-3541 or

8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org
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Sep 1: Chancery Staff Mass/
Breakfast, Dept Head Meeting

Sep 3: The Flame
Sep 4-7: Family Event 
Sep 10-13: BHADA Fall Retreat
Sep 12: VSI Workshops
Sep 12-13: NPWS Art Retreat
Sep 13: VSI Certification Mass/
Reception

Sep 14: NPWS Art Retreat
Sep 15: Young Life Staff 
Planning Day

Sep 18-20: Deacons’ Retreat
Sep 19: OLBH Confirmation Retreat; 
Friends of the SES Library 
Luncheon; TS Guild Event

Sep 20: Celebration of Marriage 
Mass/Luncheon

Sep 25-27: Heart to Heart — Retreat
for the Engaged; Grace Bible  
Church (WY) Women’s Retreat

Sep 30: OLBH Staff Retreat
Oct 1: The Flame
Oct 1-2: SDWIA Fall Conference; 
Oct 3: VSI Workshops
Oct 6: Chancery Staff Mass/
Breakfast, All Staff Meeting 

Oct 8-11: BHQG Fall Retreat
Oct 11: Diocesan Youth Rally
Oct 14: Taizé
Oct 16: Spiritual Motherhood
Oct 17: BHADA Monthly Meeting;
Social Justice Commission Fall 
Workshop

Oct 18-23: Diocese of RC Annual 
Priest Retreat

Oct 23-25: FLM Diocesan Women’s 
Retreat; BH Zone LWML Fall  
Retreat; Family Event 

Oct 26: Chancery Staff Retreat
Oct 30-31: St. John the Evangelist 
(Ft. Pierre) Confirmation Retreat

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule

Sunday, September 20
10:15 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Roast Beef Dinner

with homemade salads and pies
Tickets at the door: Adults $10, children (ages 5-10) $5

Silent Auction    B-I-N-G-O    Country Store    Boutique Store    Games 
Visit the “Coffee Room” for coffee, refreshments, and cookies after dinner

ll l l

August 29, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar

for engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
To be held at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
Martin. Preregistration required. Next sem-
inar, September 27, from 1:30-3:30 p.m., at
Terra Sancta, following the Heart to Heart
Retreat Weekend. )Kathy at Family Life
Ministries, 605-716-5214 x220 or
8kcordes@diorc.org.

September 3, Thursday 
sThe Flame:Adoration praise and wor-

ship and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at
Terra Sancta at 7 p.m. www.TheFlame
RC.com.

September 4, Friday
sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6.
Everyone welcome.

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, September 5,
Mass at 8 a.m. Both in Our Lady’s Chapel,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.

September 7, Monday
sChancery Office Closed: In obser-

vance of Labor Day. 
September 11, Friday

sHealing Retreat with Father Richard
McAlear, OMI: Held at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Retreat includes talks and reflections by 

Fr. McAlear, reconciliation, adoration and a
Healing Mass. Free-will offering will be
taken to help cover expenses. Ends Sunday,
September 13. 8Beth Strain 605-342-0507.
)www.cathedralolph.org or www.
frmac.org.

s7th Annual Rapid City Right to Life
Golf Tournament: Held at the Executive
Golf Course, Rapid City. Registration be-
gins at 12:30 p.m. with tee off at 1 p.m. $20
per person, plus green fees. To preregister,
8rc_rtl@yahoo.com or )Jeff Cook 605-
718-1999 by September 7. 

September 13, Sunday
sUnitas Family Potluck: Held at

Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City
from 4-7 p.m. Features kids’ games and en-
tertainment by Michelle Skoog. Please
bring a covered dish or salad to share and
an item for donation to Birthright. Drinks
and desserts will be provided. Everyone is
welcome. Sponsored by Catholic United
Financial. )JD or Jennifer Henderson 605-
787-2981 or 605-787-2840.

September 17, Thursday
sBeginning Experience Level 1 Sepa-

rated, Divorced & Widowed Support
Group, Coping with Life Alive: Nine-
week, non-denominational group open to
all Christian men and women who are hurt-
ing due to separation, divorce, or death of a
spouse. Begins at 7 p.m. at St. Therese the
Little Flower Church, 532 Adams St.,
Rapid City. $30 fee, need-based scholar-
ships available. Preregistration requested.
)Family Life Ministries 605-716-5214
x220.

September 19, Saturday
sPrayerful Painting: Using a Lectio

format, this day will help you to prayerfully
express yourself using a harvest theme. No
artistic experience needed. Held from 9:30

a.m.-2 p.m. at St. Martin Monastery. $20
fee includes lunch. )St. Therese Marie
605-343-8011. 

September 22, Tuesday
sCatholics Returning Home: Six-week

series for non-practicing Catholics consid-
ering returning to the church. No charge.
Held Tuesdays at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City. )Deacon Greg Sass
8greg.sass@sasses.net or http://
returningcatholics.net.

September 25, Friday
sHeart to Heart — A Weekend Re-

treat for the Engaged: For engaged cou-
ples to deepen their relationship with each
other and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Attendance is
requiremed for couples doing marriage
preparation in the diocese. Ends September
27. Register online 8terra sancta.org.
)Kathy 605-716-5214 x220 or
8kcordes@diorc.org.

September 28, Monday
sHeal Your Grief Bereavement Sup-

port Group: Eight-week non-denomina-
tional support group for anyone grieving
the loss of a loved one. Begins at 7 p.m. at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Janece Rieman 605-343-5547 or Kathy
605-716-5214 x220.

October 11, Sunday
sDiocesan Youth Rallies: This year’s

theme is “Do Even Greater Things.” Held
at Terra Sancta, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Speakers in-

clude Sr. M. Karolyn, FSGM, Fr. Mark 
McCormick, and Jacques Daniel. Mass
with Bishop Robert Gruss. $35 students,
$25 chaperones. Contact your youth minis-
ter for registration information.

October 14, Wednesday
sTaizé: Experience the sacred through

song, silence, and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta.  

October 16, Friday
sFall NPM Event: Presenter will be Lee

Gwozdz, director of Music for Corpus
Christi Cathedral and the president of the
U.S. Catholic Choral Organization for
Youth Choirs. Held at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City. Ends October 17.
8www.npm.org.

October 23, Friday
sDiocesan Women’s Retreat: Join

Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt, Grand Island,
Neb., as he presents “Encountering Jesus.”
Focus on praying Gospel passages that
show the experience of various people in
their encounters with Jesus. Held at Terra
Sancta. Registration deadline, October 14.
For lodging rates 8stay@terrasancta.org or
)605-716-0925. )Kathy at Family Life
Ministries 605-716-5214 x220 or
8kcordes@diorc.org. 

sRachel’s Vineyard: For those hurting
due to an abortion. Held in Bismarck. Ends
October 25. )Carol Kling 605-374-5639 or
8ckling@sdplains.com about the retreat or
8www.rachelsvineyard.org for information
about Rachel’s Vineyard. 
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It is hard to believe we are ap-
proaching the end of summer. These
past few months rapidly elapsed for the
Offices of Stewardship and Vocations.
Although busy, this time has borne
much fruit. Allow me to elaborate… 
At the end of May to kick off our

summer, we commissioned two Duc in
Altum teams comprised of eight young
adults to go out. The travels of these
young missionaries crisscrossed west-
ern South Dakota, proclaiming the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the young
people of seventeen parishes. I am con-
fident their witness of service, sacrifice,
and zeal inspired many, including me. 
In June, we hosted our first Stew-

ardship Summit. More than 285 partic-
ipants from 48 parishes in our diocese
attended. A number of people even
joined us from the Diocese of Sioux
Falls and the Diocese of Cheyenne. To-
gether the participants ascended the
mountain of stewardship, cultivating a
life of generous hospitality, lively faith
and dedicated discipleship, as a way to
live out our Catholic faith. 
I encourage you to go to our dioce-

san stewardship page http://www.rapid
citydiocese.org/stewardship/, where
you can download the audio files of the
keynote addresses and the impact ses-
sions. The speakers will inspire and
challenge you to live more deeply the
call of stewardship in your life. 
On July 2, Bishop Robert Gruss or-

dained two young men to the priest-
hood of Jesus Christ, Fr. Mark Horn
from Burke, and Fr. John Paul Trask

to priesthood, consecrated life or mat-
rimony by using a piece from a jigsaw
puzzle. Bishop Gruss said, “When I
was a vocation director, I would carry
around a jigsaw puzzle and when I
spoke about vocations, I would give
each young person a piece and tell them
that they were as unique as this puzzle
piece in the eyes of God and his king-
dom. 
“Each puzzle piece is unique, in that

there is no other piece like it. It has a
unique shape, colors only appropriated
to that piece, and most important of all,
that unique piece fits in only one place
in the puzzle to make the beautiful pic-
ture complete and what it is supposed
to be, how it was created to be. We are
like that puzzle piece in the sense that
God has created each of us uniquely
and each of us fits uniquely in only one
place in the kingdom with our own
unique mission in that kingdom. We
have to seek, discern and discover that
unique place for ourselves.”
The ministry and work of steward-

ship and vocations do go hand-in-hand.
I encourage you this month to pick up a
jigsaw puzzle piece and carry it around
in your pocket or put it on your prayer
table at home as a visible reminder to
pray fervently that you might know the
unique mission God has called you to
in his kingdom. Pray that all of us in the
Diocese of Rapid City will have the
generosity necessary to follow the plan
that God the Father has called us to.
And may we have the courage to over-
come all the obstacles to the particular
vocation that God desires for each one
of us, whether that is to priesthood,
consecrated life, or holy matrimony.

brations that were attended by our chil-
dren, youth, and families, this line from
the Prayer for Vocations resounded in
my heart, “Lord Jesus, Son of the eter-
nal Father and Mary Immaculate,
grant to our young people the generos-
ity necessary to follow Your call and the
courage required to overcome all 
obstacles to their vocation.”
Stewardship and vocations truly go

hand-in-hand. The U.S. bishops’ pas-
toral letter on stewardship, “Steward-
ship: A Disciple’s Response,” describes
stewardship as the grateful response of
the Christian disciple who recognizes
and receives God’s gifts and shares
them in love of God and neighbor. This
is what we’ve done all summer long
with our children, young people and
families — we’ve attempted to instill in
them this reality that each person has
been blessed and gifted in many unique
ways by God our Father and thus is
called to share the good news of his son
Jesus joyfully with others! 
The call of Stewardship and Voca-

tions is not complicated, it is quite 
simple; however, we need to recognize
first how generous God is to us through
the many gifts he has bestowed in a par-
ticular way. God is so generous, send-
ing his son Jesus to be our Lord, Savior
and friend. In turn, Jesus generously in-
vites us into and reveals the Father’s
plan for each of us.
Bishop Gruss, at the closing Mass

for Boys Totus Tuus, preached on the
call to know one’s particular vocation

from Elm Springs. It was an incredible
evening of great joy as we witnessed
these young men generously give their
lives to Christ and to the Catholic
Church of the Diocese of Rapid City. 
Throughout the entire summer we

have had the great opportunity to be
with almost 300 young people. Some
attended the Steubenville of the Rock-
ies conference in Denver, Colorado,
others stayed for a week at our Girls
and Boys Totus Tuus vocational camps.
Several more gathered to hike in prepa-
ration for World Youth Day in Krakow,
Poland to be held in the summer of
2016. 
Finally, a few more literally as-

cended with us as we spent the Feast of
the Transfiguration in the Big Horn
Mountain range backpacking. All of
these activities were beautiful periods
of fellowship as we encountered the
Lord in his beauty, in relationship with
one another, and through his sacra-
ments of Eucharist and reconciliation.  
As I reflect back on this summer and

the programs, conferences and cele-

Each piece of the puzzle is unique

Fr. Mark McCormick speaking at Boys Totus Tuus, July 20. (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)
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Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

SEPTEMBER
Universal: Opportunities for the
Young
That opportunities for education
and employment may increase for
all young people.

Evangelization: Catechists
That catechists may give witness
by living in a way consistent with
the faith they proclaim.

At an inch or so over five feet and
weighing, I would guess, something on
the underside of 100 pounds, Sister
Winnie, a soft spoken Filipina, is not
your typical dinner speaker. Yet a few
weeks ago she held a room full of
Washingtonians spellbound with her
story — which is also the story of a
largely unknown American of whom
the church in the United States should
be very proud.
Sister Winnie was born, and lived the

first years of her life, in a shanty built
on an enormous trash dump (politely
known as a “landfill”) outside Manila.
The locals called it “Smoky Mountain”
because of the fires that spontaneously
combusted from some two million met-
ric tons of trash. Winnie was rescued
from Smoky Mountain by the Sisters of
Mary and, with the permission of her
family, was raised in the sisters’ Girls-
town, where she became a skilled ac-
countant. She then took a job with a
major German industrial firm, sending
much of her salary back to her family
to help her parents and siblings. But
corporate accounting paled after

awhile, and Winnie decided to put her
professional skills at the service of the
sisters who had given her a new life. 
You can guess the rest: while work-

ing for the Sisters of Mary, Winnie dis-
cerned a vocation to religious life,
joined the congregation that had done
so much for her, and now works in one
of the sisters’ missions in Mexico,
doing for other waifs and abandoned
children what the sisters had done for
her: giving them a life.
I had never heard of the Sisters of

Mary, or the Boystowns and Girlstowns
in South Korea, the Philippines, and
Latin America where they now serve
some twenty-thousand desperately im-
poverished children, or their parallel
men’s order, the Brothers of Christ,
which serves both children and people
with disabilities, until earlier this year.
Then, happily, my friends Tom and
Glory Sullivan, Catholic philanthropists
who’ve generously supported this work
for years, began to tell me about the
founder of the sisters and the brothers,
Msgr. Aloysius Schwartz, whose heroic
virtues were formally recognized by

Pope Francis this past January 22 —
thus making him Venerable Aloysius
Schwartz.
“Father Al,” as he was universally

known, was born during the Great 
Depression in Washington, D.C. and
grew up in Holy Name Parish, near the
Capitol and Union Station. As a boy liv-
ing in tough economic times, he 
decided early on that he wanted to be a
missionary priest among the poor. 
Ordained in Washington in 1957, he
was incardinated into the Diocese of
Pusan, South Korea, where he soon 
discovered a tremendous human prob-
lem: children living in the direst
poverty, often without parents, because
of the devastation caused by the Korean
War. 
And he decided to do something

about it.
Fifty years later, the Girlstown and

Boystown homes for indigent children
that he founded have served some one
hundred thousand youngsters: not only
by feeding, clothing, and housing them
and providing medical care, but by 
offering these youngsters an education
that gives them the financial possibility
of gainful employment, and the Chris-
tian and human formation that teaches
them to give back to their parents and

siblings. Sister Winnie is a spiritual
daughter of Father Al; she is also a
wonderful example of what Aloysius
Schwartz understood to be the fruits of
a missionary vocation to the poorest of
the poor — she is a fellow-disciple
who, having received great gifts, gives
them to others. 
Watching him working the soda

counter at a People’s Drug Store, few
would have imagined that the youngster
they knew as Al Schwartz would die in
1992 at age 61, after years of patiently
bearing the cross of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Per-
haps even fewer would have imagined
that young Al Schwartz was a nascent
saint of the church. Venerable Father
Al’s life and accomplishments are a re-
minder that God really is profligate
with gifts of grace, and that saints-in-
the-making are all around us as com-
panions on the way. 

George Weigel is a senior fellow of the Ethics
and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.
George Weigel’s column is distributed by the
Denver Catholic Register, the official 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver. 

Fr. Al created hope for children of war 

Promoting family means 
accompanying, not condemning
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In being a minister of
God's mercy and a guide on the path to 
holiness, the Catholic Church must develop
better ways to “accompany” people in their
family life and not simply condemn those who
fail, said a diverse group of theologians, 
including the former theologian of the papal
household. Cardinal Georges Cottier, who served
as the papal theologian from 1989 to 2005, said, “In
rigorism, there is an innate brutality that is contrary to
the delicacy with which God guides each person.” La Civilta Cattolica, a 
Jesuit journal reviewed at the Vatican prior to publication, published an inter-
view July 30 with Cardinal Cottier about mercy and the upcoming Synod of
Bishops on the family. The cardinal said he was certain that the Year of Mercy
proclaimed by Pope Francis would influence the synod's work, which has the
task of proclaiming God’s plan for the human family and assisting all Catholics
— including those in what the church would define as "irregular" situations —
to grow in holiness. “Some people have been scandalized by the church be-
cause of a negative judgment issued in an impersonal and soulless way,” Car-
dinal Cottier said. “They have felt driven away, rejected in a serious manner.”
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Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje 

visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

“Dear children! With joy I am with you also today and I call all of you, little children,
pray, pray, pray so as to comprehend the love which I have for you. My love is
stronger than evil, little children, therefore draw closer to God so as to feel my joy in
God. Without God, little children, you do not have a future, you do not have hope or
salvation; therefore leave evil and choose good. I am with you and, with you, I inter-
cede before God for all of your needs. Thank you for having responded to my call.”   
7/25/15

A recent book, by
Robyn Cadwallander, “The
Anchoress,” tells the story
of a young woman, Sarah,
who chooses to shut her-
self off from the world and
lives as an Anchoress (like
Julian of Norwich). It’s not
an easy life and she soon
finds herself struggling
with her choice. Her con-
fessor is a young, inexperi-
enced monk named Father
Ranaulf. Their relationship
isn’t easy. Ranaulf is a shy
man, of few words, and so
Sarah is often frustrated
with him, wanting him to say more, to
be more empathic, and simply to be
more present to her. They often argue,
or, at least, Sarah tries to coax more
words and sympathy out of Ranaulf.
But whenever she does this he cuts
short the visit and leaves. 

One day, after a particularly frustrat-
ing meeting that leaves Ranaulf tongue-
tied and Sarah in hot anger, Ranaulf is
just about to close the shutter-window
between them and leave, his normal 
response to tension, when something
inside him stops him from leaving. He
knows that he must offer Sarah some-
thing, but he has no words. And so, hav-
ing nothing to say but feeling obliged
to not leave, he simply sits there in 
silence. Paradoxically his mute help-
lessness achieves something that his

words don’t, a breakthrough. Sarah, for
the first time, feels his concern and
sympathy and he, for his part, finally
feels present to her.

Here’s how Cadwallander describes
the scene: “He took a deep breath and
let it out slowly. There was no more he
could say, but he would not leave her
alone with such bitterness. And so he
remained on his stool, feeling the
emptiness of the room around him, the
failure of his learning, the words he had
stacked up in his mind, page upon
page, shelf upon shelf. He could not
speak, but he could stay; he would do
that. He began to silently pray, but did
not know how to go on, what to ask for.
He gave up, his breath slowed.  

“The silence began as a small and
frightened thing, perched on the ledge

of his window, but as
Ranaulf sat in stillness, it
grew, very slowly, and
filled up the parlor,
wrapped itself around his
neck and warmed his back,
curled under his knees and
around his feet, floated
along the walls, tucked
into the corners, nestled in
the crevices of stone. …
The silence slipped
through the gaps under the
curtain and into the cell
beyond. A velvet thing, it
seemed. It swelled and set-
tled, gathering every space

into itself. He did not stir; he lost all
sense of time. All he knew was the
woman but an arm’s length away in the
dark, breathing. That was enough. 

“When the candle in the parlor gut-
tered, he stirred, looked into the dark-
ness. ‘God be with you, Sarah.’  ‘And
with you, Father.’ Her voice was
lighter, more familiar.” 

There’s a language beyond words.
Silence creates the space for it. Some-
times when we feel powerless to speak
words that are meaningful, when we
have to back off into unknowing and
helplessness, but remain in the situa-
tion, silence creates the space that’s
needed for a deeper happening to occur.
But often, initially, that silence is un-
easy. It begins “as a small frightened
thing” and only slowly grows into the
kind of warmth that dissolves tension.

There are many times when we have
no helpful words to speak. We’ve all
had the experience of standing by the
bedside of someone who is dying, of
being at a funeral or wake, of sitting
across from someone who is dealing
with a broken heart, or of reaching a
stalemate in trying to talk through a
tension in a relationship, and finding
ourselves tongue-tied, with no words to
offer, finally reduced to silence, know-
ing that anything we say might aggra-

vate the pain. In that helplessness,
muted by circumstance, we learn some-
thing: We don’t need to say anything;
we only need to be there. Our silent,
helpless presence is what’s needed.

And I must admit that this is not
something I’ve learned easily, have a
natural aptitude for, or in fact do most
times when I should. No matter the sit-
uation, I invariably feel the need to try
to say something useful, something
helpful that will resolve the tension.
But I’m learning, both to let helpless-
ness speak and how powerfully it can
speak. 

I remember once, as a young priest,
full of seminary learning and anxious
to share that learning, sitting across
from someone whose heart had just
been broken, searching through an-
swers and insights in my head, coming
up empty, and finally confessing, by
way of apology, my helplessness to the
person across from me. Her response
surprised me and taught me something
I’d didn’t know before. She said sim-
ply, “Your helplessness is the most pre-
cious gift you could share with me right
now. Thanks for that. Nobody expects
you to have a magic wand to cure their
troubles.” 

Sometimes silence does become a
velvet thing that swells and settles,
gathering every space into itself.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher, and award-
winning author, is President of the
Oblate School of Theology in San An-
tonio, TX. He can be contacted through
his website  www.ronrolheiser.com.  

Now on Facebook www.facebook.
com/ronrolheiser.

There is a healing place of silence 

There’s a language 
beyond words — 
silence creates the
space for it...

Priest Assignments
Fr. Brian Lane, pastor of Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, will be
on sabbatical this fall. Fr. Tim Hoag will be filling in for him.



NewsAugust 2015 WRC    11

Brother Joseph Fleischman, SJ, was
born in Green Bay, Wis., and attended
public schools in the area through high
school.  He attended a Catholic college,
St. Norbert College, De Pere, Wis.,
where he was trained as a social stud-
ies teacher, and subsequently, he taught
in Wisconsin high schools for a few
years.

At one point he considered becom-
ing a priest, “I was a seminarian of the
Diocese of Green Bay, Wis., for three
years and, while studying at Mundelein
Seminary in Chicago, I met several Je-
suits, read some of their foundational
documents, and spent a summer in an
Ignatian spirituality program,” said
Brother Joe.  “I then met the Jesuit vo-
cation director and lived in a Jesuit
community for a year while teaching
math at Red Cloud High School and si-
multaneously discerning the possibility
of joining the Jesuits.” 

The Jesuits, including Pope Francis,
stand in solidarity with those who are
poor or marginalized. The order pro-
vides spiritual direction, retreats, and

guidance in discernment. Also, mem-
bers administer dozens of Jesuit high
schools and universities. “Personally, I
was most attracted to the opportunities
to serve marginalized youth through Je-
suit high schools like Red Cloud High
School,” he said. 

“Jesuit brothers make a life-long
commitment to this form of communal
prayerful active in Catholic religious
life.  We witness our faith by trying to
be Jesus for others while seeking to
serve and accompany Jesus in those
whom we meet each day. I have dis-
cerned that God is not calling me to-
wards priesthood and that I can best
love God’s people through the perma-
nent lay Jesuit state of being a brother,”
he said. Brother Joe said his immediate
and extended family were very sup-
portive of a vocation to the priesthood,
“It was hard for some of them to adjust
to the idea that I would be a brother in-
stead, but now they are largely support-
ive of this change as well.”

As he has grown in the role of reli-
gious brother, he said his relationship
with God and awareness of his vocation

have consistently
deepened as he
learned from and
served the materially
poor and the margin-
alized in a variety of
cultures, countries,
and settings.  “Two
of my most profound
experiences have
been ministering

among Latinos and Lakota youth,” he
added.  

He is entering his fourth year as a
counselor at Red Cloud High School
and like several of the teachers he also
serves as a school bus driver. He has a
Masters Degree in Pastoral Counseling
from Loyola University, Chicago, Ill.,

and just recently became a licensed pro-
fessional counselor (LPC) in South
Dakota.  He said, “I enjoy providing
mental health counseling to youth and
young adults.”   

What advice would he give to a per-
son considering religious life? “Attend
Mass whenever you can and make time
daily for quiet prayer so that you can
get in touch with where and how God
is active and speaking to you in your
life. Get in touch with the deepest de-
sires of your heart and ask God to show
you how you can best use those desires
and talents to love God and serve his
people. Explore various religious orders
and meet members of those orders
while paying attention to what is or is
not setting your heart on fire,” he said.  

2015 Year for Consecrated Life: Br. Joseph Fleischman, SJ

Br. Joseph
Fleischman, SJ



Terra Santa Guild12     WRC August  2015

Guild Update

Terra Sancta

Bethlehem

Stanford Adelstein
Tony & Vickie Berendse
Kenneth Berens
+Joseph & +Barbara Butler
+John (Jack) & +Ruth Cannon
+John & Helen Colgan
Rev. D. Craig Cower
Dakota Charitable Foundation
Stephen & Lynn Eckrich
David & Deanna Emery
John Finn
William Fischer
+Adeline Gassen
Richard & Nancy Gowen
Joe & Bonnie Hilt

Jim & Laverne Klinefelter
+Arthur & Eleanor Kroetch
+Roman & Wilma Kurylas
+Margaret (Mitzi) Lally
Tom & Judy Lien
Tom & Cindy Lillibridge
Joseph McTighe
Rev. Msgr. William O’Connell
Pete Lien & Sons
Wayne & Pat Roe
Rev. Jerry Scherer
Rev. Andrzej Wyrostek
Rev. William Zandri
Anonymous (3)

Nazareth
Michael & Kimberly Albertson
+Raymond Berens
David Bradsky
Most Rev. Blase Cupich
Monte & Luanne Dirks

Eric & Dionne Eastmo
+Tom Foye
John & Tonya Gomez
Brian Hagg; Rex & Cindy Hagg; 
and Kent & Karin Hagg

John & Patti Herlihy
+Richard & Marge Kovarik
Kevin & Denise Maher
Stephan Miller & Jennifer May
+Rev. Andrew Morvay

Richard & Toni Rangel
+George & +Shirley Stec
Anonymous (2)

Charter Members

Charter Members

Charter Members

Frances M. Bachand
Greg & Julie Bernard
+Earl & Elizabeth Boxa
John & Jan Brewer
Kent & Peggy Brugger
Pat & Lucy Burchill
William Cerny, Jr.
Steven & Kristin Conzet
Christopher & Angie Dietrich
Dan & Karrie Duffy
+Don & Miriam Dunmire
Pat & Audrey Durkin
Peggy Falvey
Jolene & Norm Fasse
Karl & Eileen Fischer

Irene (Micki) Fox
Tom & Pam Fritz
Tim & Deb Frost
Rev. Mr. George Gladfelter
Jim & Christa Headid
Dave & Frances Henderson
Gerald & Colleen Hepnar
+William A. & Judith Hobbs
Bill & Barb Honeycutt
Roger Johnsen
Martin & Mary Jorgensen
Lyle & Phyllis Kenzy
Gregory & +Rose Kopriva
Rev. Mr. Larry & Elke Kopriva
Tom & Kathy Letner

Robert & Betty Letner
Joe & Edith Lien
Dennis & Margaret Lindskov
Thomas & Kathryn Loff
Most Rev. Robert Lynch
The Maguire Family
Rev. Mark McCormick
Angel & Barbara Munoz
Thomas & Carolyn O’Meara
Daniel & Jean Petereit
Elizabeth J. Rau
Louis & Julie Raymond
Elmo & Margie Rosario
Bernadette Rose
Rev. Mr. Greg & Nancy Sass

Norbert & Jane Sebade
Will & Linda Severns
Curt & Margaret Simonson
John, Cindy & Aldene Steele
Bert & +Army Theissen
Robert & Susan Thompson
Jeanette Thorstenson
Rev. Mr. Fred & Maryann Tully
Ken & Kathy Van Asma
Mick Vickers
Romeo & Elena Vivit
+John & Sandra Wade
Tim & Theresa Wagner
Kyle & Suzanne White
Don & Jeanne Wieseler

Rev. Mr. Walt & Judy Wilson
Gregory & Nan Wittenberg
Thomas & Sharon Zeller
Anonymous (8)

Tom & Sharon Auth
Daniel & Rebecca Hafner
Ron & Briana Hill
Hilt Engineering
Richard Schrempp
Dwight & Gloria Sobczak, Sr.

Regular Members

In the list of guild members + indicates a deceased member.

Terra Sancta Guild: An Annual Giving Society 
supporting the Church of western South Dakota

The Terra Sancta Guild is in a time of transition, but let us review its 
humble beginnings. In 2009 Bishop Blase Cupich established the Terra Sancta
Guild to recognize We Walk by Faith Special Appeal donors who made a five-
year pledge of at least $5,000. A five-year pledge period was connected to this 
appeal granting Guild members a five-year membership in the Terra Sancta
Guild from the date of their initial commitment.
Donors who made pledges prior to December 31, 2010, are considered

charter members of the Guild. Charter membership was only available to those
making a Guild pledge by December 31, 2010. Those who made 
appeal pledges between January 1, 2011, and December 31, 2013, are 
considered regular members.  
On December 31, 2013, the We Walk by Faith Special Appeal, through the

great generosity of many donors, successfully ended. Due to the conclusion of
the We Walk by Faith Special Appeal, January 1, 2014, marked the beginning
of the transition for the Terra Sancta Guild into an annual giving society. 
To encourage more membership, annual membership levels are set at 50

percent of the originally required dollar amount for each Guild level. All 
charter and regular members are invited to continue their generous support on
an annual basis.
Bishop Gruss has convened a leadership committee of Guild donors to help

shepherd this society and lead it into the future. The vision is to engage 
current Guild donors and welcome new Guild donors. He wishes this to be a
donor society invigorated by lay leadership which continues to support the
Church of western South Dakota. 
If you wish to become a Terra Santa Guild member or would like more 

information, please call the Development Office of the Diocese at 
605-343-3541. 



Rev. Kevin Achbach
Paul & Mary Arthur
Paul & Gloria Baker
Linda Baldwin
Bruce & Roxann Basham
Pascal & Dennisse Bedard
Bonnie Beer
Bob & Kelly Bickett
Derek & Annette Bissinger
Jim & Sherry Blackwell
Nancy Bradsky
Rev. Mr. Larry & Valarie
Brown

+Howard & Sharon Brunner
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Rev. Mr. John & Joanne 
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Patricia Peel
Wade & Karen Pogany
Tom & Joy Poloncic
Sid & Carol Pond
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Kevin & Lisa Pummel
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Michael & Mary Rafferty
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Richard & Lynn Soulek
David & Cathy Stebbins
Mark & Linda Stepanek
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Phillip & Teresa Thompson
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Michael & Mary Trykoski

Terry & Mary Turman
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Rev. Msgr. Michael Woster
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Wendlin Baumgartner
Dan & Geralyn Colgan
Michael & Deborah Fredrich
Bill & Judy Duhamel
Most Rev. Robert Gruss
Steve & Susan Massopust
Sisters of the Presentation, 
Dubuque, IA

Jim & Mary Anne Wingert
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Via Crucis
William & Frances Aby
Bryan & Joanne Achbach
Robert & Sheila Achbach,
Jr.
Tom & Monica Ackerman
Dan & Sue Adams
+Maurice & Madonna Alley
James & Margaret Allison
James Anderson
William & Lola Anderson
Rod & Megan Anderson
Brett & Glenys Bachand
Leo Bakeberg, Sr.
Richard & Judith Barthel
Bernard & Karen Beer
Larry & Cindy Begley
Mary Berens
+Robert & +Trudie Besse
+Robert & Leona Best
Bart & Marlene Biegler
Greg Biegler & Janine Kern
William Bielmaier
Kevin & Jody Bielmaier
George Biggs
Mike & Linda Birgenheir
+Delbert & JoAnn Birkel
Mike & Laura Blote
Leo & Bernice Boland
Linda Stukel Boles
Lucile Bradley

Forrest & Sharon Brady
Douglas & Rene Brand
Dennis & Lynette Braun
Luke & Randi Brickey
David & Doris Bride
Larry & Rochelle Bride
Jerry & Dodie Brown
JoAnn Brown
Linda Brown
Roy & Marilyn Brumbaugh
Earl Brunson
Steve & Sandy Buchholz
Gwenda Buckmaster
Ryan & Jenny Bush
Eileen Caldwell
Angela Calvetti
Harriette Carbajal
Eugene & Lois Carda
Loyson & Lori Carda
+James & Dorothy 
Carmichael

Gary Chase
Ron & Paula Clark
Gloria Claussen
Rev. Mr. Calvin & Joan 
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Grant & Mary Coffin
Tom & Lorinda Collings
Mary Collins
Mary Jean Conklin

Kevin & Carol Conway
Ana Costas
Leo & Pam Coughlin
+Mary Coughlin
Sandra Courtney
Rev. Mr. Pat & Fran Coy
+Charley & Patty Cresalia
Douglas & Darla Crown
Duane & Jean Day
Dorothy DeBell
Denny & Dona Deffenbaugh
Tom & Doris Deis
Dennis & Shirley DeMers
Kathryn Dennis
Brad & Carrie Derschan
Kenneth & Kathleen Dewell
Rick & Rita Doerr
Earl & Mary Drey
Whitney & Laurie Driscoll
Ronald & Jean Drummond
Margaret Duerfeldt
Tom & Cathy Durkin
Edna Durkin
Wayne & Kari Ebbers
Vern & Myrtle Eich
+Paul & Phyllis Eixenberger
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Dean & Amy Engel
+Joseph & Ida Engelhardt
Daniel & Sherri Engesser

Elizabeth Fallgren
+Bernard & Audrey Feterl
Fred & Delores Fisher
Kathleen Flakus
Colleen Flynn
Most Rev. Harry Flynn
Gerald & Marie Foltz
Robert & Elizabeth 
Fredrickson

Lloyd & Marianne Frein
Dennis & Gwen Fritz
Edward & Mary Furois
Barry Furze
Rev. Marcin Garbacz
Jim & JoAnne Gervasi
Albert Gilles
Linda & + Ray Gimborys
Joseph & Kathryn Gittings
Michael & Marnie Gould
Richard & Mary Grady
Chris & Teresa Grant
Cathy Grant-Andersen
Rodney & Teresa Gray
Rodney & Joan Grim
Barry & Marilyn 
Grossenburg

Leo & Iva Grubl
Liz Grubl
Shannon Gutzmer
Ron & Pat Guy

John & Linda Haeder
John & Mary Hanan
Tom Haney
James & Kathy Hanley
Brett & Shawna Hanson
William & Gale Harrington
Rosemary Harvey
Steve & Judy Hasenohrl
Rev. John Hatcher, SJ
Mark & Nancy Haugen
Marlin & Marilyn Haukaas
Roger & Elaine Haydock
Steve, Marla & Margery
Hayes

Nicholas & Serena Heig
+Dell & Mary Hellekson
Thelma Heltzel
Tim & Marilyn Henderson
Patrick & Tammy Hersch
+Melvin & Linda Hiermeier
Tom & Jamie Hilt
Kevin & Kris Hittle
Rev. Timothy Hoag
Jesse Hoffmann
Mike & Jane Holeton
Dave & Denise Hollenbeck
Gary & Roxanne Holzer
+John & Marie Honerkamp
Ellen Horan
Eddie & Sandra Huddleston

Bill & Linda Hughes
Terry & Susan Hupp
Jeff & Stephanie Hurd
Alex & Lynda Imberi
Carol Imhoff
Daryl & R. Sally Isburg
George & Loretta Jackson
Sherri Jackson
Mary Janklow
Mike & Karla Janssen
Ken & Sue Jimmerson
Myron & Carol Johnson
Christopher & Kasandra 
Jolley

Morris & Barbara Jones
Dora Ann Jones
Bernice Kari
Kenneth & Sharon Karp
Anthony Kathol
Tom Kauer
Robert & Carmen 
Kavanaugh

Joanne Keck
Jon & Ann Kellar
Cecilia Keller
Alan & Sally Kelts
Carol King
Cathy King
Vince & Valerie King
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Jerusalem
Charter Members



VIA CRuCIS, CONTINuED
FROM PAGE 13
Richard & Jeanne Kirsch
Steven & Jan Kirsch
Kem & Mary Kjerstad
Rev. Mr. Ray & Joan Klein
Rosemary Knecht
Anthony & Mary Ann Koenig
Francis (Butch) Kolb
Rev. Janusz Korban
Ronald & Joyce Koth
Kathy Kovall
David & Patricia Kramer
+James & +Elizabeth

Kramer
Bruce & Linda Kroetch
Jerry & Karen Kroetch
Ralph & Carol Kroetch
John & Sue Kuhl
Justin & Veronica Kusser
Michael & Kristen 

Langerman
Gary & Sandy Langfeldt
Susan Larson
Dave & Mary Larson
Francis & Shirley Lauer
Craig & Jackie Layh
Shirley Layh
Colleen Lecy
Roberta Lecy
Edward & Barbara Lee
Albert & Alvina Lenerville
Evelyn Lenton
Joe & Kathleen Leutenegger
Duane & Helen Lindquist
Steven & Mary Lofswold
Rev. John Lule
Leon & Mary Lunders
Joseph & Marcia Mack
Don & Martha Mack
Kelly & Teresa Madsen
Bruce & Ethel Maher
Harvey & +Loretta Malon
Doug & Lea Mathis
Marion & Darlene Matt
Jim & LuAnn Mattern
Sandra Mattern
John & Jean Mattson
Rev. David Matzko, SJ
Gary & Donna Mayer
Blaine & Carol McCance
Brad & Tanya McCaskell
Richard & Patricia McDowell
Darald & Joann McElroy
Richard & Smita McGillick
Dean & Sandi McNenny
+John & Marguerite
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Max & Lisa Merchen
Laura Meverden
Jeffrey & Susan Meyer
Larry & Julie Meyer
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Pat & Rhonda Mollman
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John & Jackie Moore
Tim & Patty Moran
Steven & Julie Mousel
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Dustin & Angela Wagner
Josiah & Vicki Wallace
Bill & Jo Walsh
Virg & Myra Warnke
Tim & Brenda Warnke
Lisa Wattenhofer
Ed & JoAnn Wegner
Larry & LaVonne Weich
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Dave & Barbara Schempf
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Eric & Jenny Scherr
Kathy Schlosser
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James & Joan Schultze
Bob & Barbara Schwarz
+Frank & Judy Schweitzer
Paul & Susan Sedlacek
Jacqueline Sell
Jean Selzler
Marie Seniuk
Joel & Cathy Severin
Stephen & Helen Sewell
Todd & Janette Shippy
Andre Silva
Dean & Norma Sime
Scott & Cathie Sime
Elmer & Sharon Simmons
Matt & Lynn Simmons
Raymond & Donna Smith
Frank Smyle
Mike & Michele Solano
Robert & Sandy Spencer
Wiliam & Bonnie Spratte
+Leo & Rosalie Stangle
Mike & Mary Statz
Darwyn & Bette Stebbins
Mark & Denise Steiner
James & Roxanne Stephens
Garrett & Anne Stevens
Steve & Sherri Stoeser
Richard & Frances 

Stracqualursi
Joe & Sarah Strain
Doug & Sandy Stukel
Kurt & Kellie Stukel
Gerald & Alice Sullivan
John & +Annette Swaby
Raymond & Jean Tehle
Frances Terkildsen
Marianne Thompson
Donald & Regena Thrall
Carman Ann Timmerman
Joseph & Laurel Tippmann
Nick & Danielle Tippmann
Virginia Tolstedt
Gerald Tomac
Francis & Kathy Toscana
Jerry & Theresa Treinen
Jamin & Tami Tremmel
Randy & Linda Turbak
Leo & Norberta VanderMay
Betty VanderMay
Rev. Ed Vanorny
Robert & Laura Varilek
Larry & Carol Vavruska
Nobel & Marg Veal
Steve Venteicher
Rev. Claude & Dorothy

Vershure
+Don & +Dona Vetsch
Mark & Shelby Vickers
John & Bobbie Voegeli

Agnes Mousel
Karl & Sakae Mueller
Don & Janet Murray
Terry & Judy Nelson
Wayne & Stacey Nelson
Robert & Glenda Nixon
Joseph & Diane Norman
Thomas & Marilyn Novotny
+William & Sandra 

O'Connor
Eric & Dori O'Connor
John O'Grady
Scott & Donita O'Meara
Jim & Martha O'Neill
Patrick & Karen Odenbach
Monte & Colleen Oliver
Steve & Raeann Opp
Michael & JoAnn Oster
David & Ronda Oster
Lanny & Camille Outlaw
David & Kirsten Page
Rev. Mr. Greg & Denise 

Palmer
John & Laurie Palmer
Steve & Roberta Paradis
Shawn & Rachel Pelayic
+Norma Pendo
Rev. Richard & +Mary Lou

Pennati
Ron & Donna Pfeiffer
Donald & Mary Policky
+Mary Lou Poloncic
Bill & Judy Porch
PT-OT Professionals, Karl 

Kirsch & Kathleen Boyle
Jan & Margaret Puszynski
Dan & Janice Quinn
Richard & Susan Raposa
Ted & Judy Rapp
Rev. Mr. Chuck & Theresa

Rausch
+Herman & Jane Rausch
JoAnn Ray
Oliver & Angie Redden
Ingrid Reinke
Christina Cote & Gable 

Rhodes
Howard & Mary Rice
Joseph & Carol Rickert
Paul & Debra Roberts
Dagoberto & Claudia 

Rodriquez
Rudy & Susan Roth
Frank Rubin
Randy & Teresa Ruby
Jack & Gayle Rush
Claude & Bennie Saldanha
Bart & Nicole Samuelson
Mary Kay Sandal
Walter & Ramona Saubers
Rev. Mr. Claude & Eileen

Sauer
Samuel & Irene Saunders
Thorval & Mary Sautter
Annette Saylor
Joe & Linda Schacher
James & Shannon 

Schaefers

Regular Members

Terra Sancta
Rev. D. Craig Cower 
Lyle & Phyllis Kenzy 
Richard & Mary Helen Olsen 

Nazareth
Kenneth Berens 
Martin & Mary Jorgensen 

Bethlehem
Robert & Vivian Bailly 
Pat & Lucy Burchill  
Rev. Mr. Greg & Nancy Sass   
Robert & Pamela Wentz 

Jerusalem
Paul & Gloria Baker 
+Charley & Patty Cresalia  
+Don & Miriam Dunmire 
Vern & Myrtle Eich 
Karl & Eileen Fischer   
Kathleen Flakus 
Irene “Micki” Fox 
Linda & +Ray Gimborys  
Dwight & Teresa Hecker 
Tim & Marilyn Henderson 
Joe & Bonnie Hilt  
Very Rev. Dan Juelfs  
Wayne & Kelly Klein 
Thomas & Cynthia Monnin 

Madonna Opbroek 
Modesta Opbroek 
Shawn & Rachel Pelayic
Dan & Betsy Pravecek 
Frank & Mary Ellen Short 
Michael & Mary Trykoski  
Larry & Carol Vavruska

Via Crucis
James & Mary Allison  
Forrest & Karen Darby  
Dwain & Elinor Finkenbiner  
Scott & Mary Gibson 
Bill & +Patty Gradoville  
Bill & Jean Grode  
Leo & +Mary Hagenson   
Steve & Judy Hasenohrl 
Rev. Arnold A. Kari  
Steve & Jan Kirsch  
Rev. Mark McCormick 
Very Rev. Michel Mulloy 
Vivian Ontiveros 
Elmo & Margie Rosario
Warren & Donna Sealey 
Curt & Margaret Simonson
Clare & Lane TenEyck
Jon & Gail Wingert   
Anonymous (1)

+denotes deceased members

Terra Sancta Guild: 
An Annual Giving Society Members 

William & Beverly Whitney
Hank & Joyce Whitney
Leon & Carolyn Wikle
Steven & Linda Williams
Wade & Carrie Wilson
Jon & Gail Wingert
Rev. George 

Winzenburg, SJ
Rev. Ed Witt, SJ
Joe & Bobbi Woitte
Kevin Wolfe
Mary Woytassek
Jerome & Patricia Wright
Paul & Kathy Young
Don & Mindy Zacher
Anonymous (40)

Andrew & Keva Aberle
Joe & Jeanne Bride
Rev. Brian Christensen
+Jerome & +Pius Dosch
Randy & +Becky Fitchner
Knights of Columbus, 

Belle Fourche
Joe & Lois Laber
Sarah Lantis
John & Jackie Moore
+Philip & Winnifred Shama
Anna Shannon
Donald & Florence Skinner
Rev. Nathan Sparks
Anonymous (2)

For information on the Terra Sancta Guild: 
An Annual Giving Society see page 12.
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Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D

Making
Sense of
Bioethics

In recent years, scientists in indus-
try and academia have come to rely on
freshly obtained human tissue speci-
mens for certain types of research and
experimentation. Sometimes these tis-
sues and organs can be obtained after
routine surgeries like gall bladder re-
moval from adults or foreskin removal
during the circumcision of newborns.
The use of such tissues and organs can
be morally acceptable if the patient (or
the parents of the newborn) provide
informed consent. The use of cells and
tissues from fetuses can also be
morally acceptable when those cells
are obtained from a natural miscar-
riage and the parents provide consent.
This would be equivalent to consent-
ing to an organ donation from their
deceased child. 

Recently, however, a phenomenon
has come to light that involves the
partnering of biomedical researchers
with abortionists, for the purpose of
securing a reliable supply of human
tissues and organs. In these cases,
parental consent (usually from the
mother) may be sought prior to using
the aborted child’s remains. 
Researchers claim this consent is 
necessary to enable the ethical use of
the cells or tissues. This procedural
detail is frequently described in the
section called “Materials and Meth-
ods” found in scientific research pa-
pers, as, for example, in this February
2015 article on brain research in the
journal Science: 

“Human fetal brain tissue was 
obtained from the (clinic), following
elective pregnancy termination and 
informed written maternal consents,
and with approval of the local Univer-
sity Hospital Ethical Review Commit-
tees.”

Planned Parenthood, the largest
provider of abortions in the United
States, also seeks maternal consent
prior to procuring fetal body parts
from direct abortions, as chronicled by

Consenting to the unconscionable
the Center for Medical Progress in
their bombshell 2015 video exposé in
which the sales of fetal heart, lungs,
brain and liver were discussed and 
negotiated.

The strong
public outcry
that followed
these revelations
of harvesting
fetal organs was
understandable
on the one hand,
yet difficult to
explain on the
other, since there
hadn’t been a
parallel outcry
when it came to
the more offen-
sive act of termi-
nating the life of
the unborn child
itself. As one
commentator 
observed, “Maybe it is not enough to
be outraged at abortion on its face 
because, I don’t know, killing is some-
how worse if body parts are sold.”

Despite this inconsistency, it is
nonetheless clear that the use of 
tissues and organs from direct abor-
tions raises significant moral con-
cerns, even if the mother’s signature
may have been sought and obtained. 

Typically when we serve as a proxy
for someone and give consent on their
behalf, we act simply as their agent
and provide an affirmation of their
original wishes (“yes, he told me he
wanted to donate his kidneys”). Alter-
natively, if we do not know the wishes
of the deceased patient, we do our best
to make a reasonable decision based
on the specifics of their situation,
using a “best interest” standard
(“based on my friendship with him
and concern for him, I think he really
would have wanted to donate his kid-
neys”). When we serve as a proxy 

decision maker for a fetus, an infant,
or a deceased child prior to the age of 
reason, it is incumbent on us to make
a “best interest” decision on their 
behalf. The assumption is that as we

cared for them in
life, and had their
best interests in
mind while they
were living, we can
continue to exercise
that “best interest”
decision-making
capacity later when
they are deceased.

But if the mother
of an aborted child
were to sign the
dotted line granting
permission to 
utilize fetal cells
and organs, that
consent would 
necessarily be void,
because she would

have already categorically demon-
strated that she does not have the best
interests of her child in mind, having
arranged for the taking of that child’s
life. From the ethical point of view,
she has disqualified herself from being
able to give valid informed consent on
behalf of her now-deceased child. 

In the absence of proper informed

consent, taking organs or tissues from
the corpse would represent a further
violation of the integrity of the child’s
body and constitute a failure to respect
the remains of the dead. Thus, the 
tissues and organs of the directly
aborted child should not be utilized
for research, transplantation or the 
development of therapies, but instead
should be given a proper and respect-
ful burial. In the final analysis, mater-
nal consent cannot provide moral
clearance for researchers to utilize
fetal remains from direct abortions in
their research. Such permission from
the mother is not, objectively speak-
ing, an authentic form of consent but
is rather a type of “sham consent” that
secures the veneer of legitimacy for
what is ultimately an unconscionable
research practice.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-
doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the
diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the 
Director of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 

A woman sits with a sign showing a baby as
she attends a “Women Betrayed” rally to
Defund Planned Parenthood on Capitol Hill
in Washington July 28. Boston Cardinal Sean
P. O’Malley, head of the U.S. bishops' pro-
life committee Aug. 3 urged U.S. senators to
take the federal money that goes to the
Planned Parenthood Federation of America
and instead fund women's health care
providers that do not promote abortion.
(CNS photo/Carlos Barria, Reuters)
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socialjusticesd.com
socialjustice@diorc.org

Social Justice Commission
of the Rapid City Diocese

Fall Workshop:
“Continuing Steps:

Building a Just Society”

Saturday, Oct. 17, 2015
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Bishop Gruss, along with multiple 
speakers and numerous vendors will 
be present to continue the dialogue 

of building a just society

Register at terrasancta.org/sjc2015

Registrations fee prior to Sept. 15: $25
After Sept 15: $30

Scholarships available

MARCH LIFE
January 20-23, 2016
Travel to Washington D.C. with 

Fr. Tim Hoag, Fr. John Paul Trask, and
thousands of others to March for Life!

Families; Youth groups (16+); Newman
Clubs; young adults; Pro-Life members
and all who want to be inspired to 

continue the fight for life are welcome!

Limited Space available.
Reserve your place now!

Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.
canterburypilgrimages.com

reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com

FOR

SAVE THE DATES!

Cardinal O’Malley: Planned Parenthood’s work reflects
‘Throwaway Culture’ decried by Pope Francis
WASHINGTON — Pope Francis has called abortion the product of a “wide-

spread mentality of profit, the throwaway culture, which has today enslaved the
hearts and minds of so many.” 
The recent news stories concerning Planned Parenthood direct our attention to

two larger issues involving many institutions in our society. The first is abortion
itself: a direct attack on human life in its most vulnerable condition. The second
is the now standard practice of obtaining fetal organs and tissues though abortion.
Both actions fail to respect the humanity and dignity of human life. This fact
should be the center of attention in the present public controversy. 
If the Planned Parenthood news coverage has caused anyone to experience re-

vived trauma from their own involvement in abortion, be assured that any and all
persons will be welcomed with compassion and assistance though the church’s
post-abortion healing ministry, Project Rachel.  If you or someone you know
would like confidential, nonjudgmental help, please visit www.projectrachel.com. 

By Mary McClusky

By now you may have heard about,
or perhaps even viewed, the horrific
undercover video featuring the 
medical director of Planned Parent-
hood. However shocking and 
disturbing this recent news, the behav-
ior of Planned Parenthood staff is just
an extension of the damage to women
and destruction of unborn babies
going on every day at their facilities
across the country. Not only do their
headline-making barbarities destroy
life, but Planned Parenthood’s “busi-
ness as usual” in communities around
the nation hurts women and kills 
babies, divides families and corrupts
our culture. 
Planned Parenthood is the largest

single provider of abortion in the
country. Some believe their main 
services are sex education and health
services, but over a third of their in-
come is raised through abortions. In
recent years, they have increased their
sales of abortion to now commit a
third of all abortions nationwide. As
part of their strategy to increase the

number of abortions, the provision of
other services like prenatal care and
cancer screening has declined. The 
national organization insisted that all 
affiliates provide abortions by 2013,
and have opened 19 “mega-centers” in
the past decade. 
All this is partly funded by millions

of taxpayer dollars per year — an 
average of $536 million for the past
four years. The U.S. bishops have
called for funds provided to organiza-
tions that perform abortions to be 
re-directed to meeting the basic needs
of the poor, including mothers facing
an unexpected pregnancy who feel
that due to a lack of resources, they
have no other option than an abortion. 
Full article at

http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-
activities/life-issues-forum/business-
as-usual.cfm.

Life Issues Forum: Business as usual 

Rachel’s Vineyard
post-abortion ministry

Rachel’s Vineyard Ministry cares and
can help.The news and videos about
Planned Parenthood may be causing
painful memories of a past abortion. 

For compassionate and 
confidential help in our diocese, 
call Carol at 605-374-5639 or 
e-mail ckling@sdplains.com.

Lay Minister Commissioned
Vivian Ontiveros was commissioned as a
lay minister on August 2 at the Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Ontiveros has been a lay
ministry student at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City, for the past four
years. She was commissioned by Fr.
Peter Etzel, SJ, who is the director of
the Ministry Formation Program. He was
assisted by Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ, who is
the associate director of the program.
The two priests, who serve at the Sioux
Spiritual Center, form the Diocesan Min-
istry Formation Team along with Deacon
Pat and Fran Coy. (WRC photo Laurie
Hallstrom)
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Sister Florence
McManamen, OSB

Instead of focusing on the monthly
monastery news, the July edition of the
WRC featured a column. The August
edition of WRC will cover the news of
June and July. In the future, the months
will alternate with a column one month
and monastery happenings the next. 

In mid-June, the community enjoyed
time away from the daily routine with
a retreat by Sister Theresa Schumacher,
OSB, from St. Benedict Monastery in
Minn. Sister Theresa gave fresh in-
sights into the Psalms in relation to our
praise of God each day in our liturgies
and to our growth in the love of God.

Sister Yvette Mallow and I partici-
pated in the annual Girl’s Totus Tuus
camps, which offer challenging social
and spiritual experiences for the
campers. The organizers are very cre-
ative and Holy Spirit inspired. Our

community is involved in both the girl’s
and boy’s programs through prayer for
the participants of both groups and their
families.

The Fourth of July brought about ad-
ditional prayers for freedom, especially
of Freedom of Religion. Our
Monastery’s “Big Bang Café” reopened
to serve breakfast restaurant style. Se-
lections were ordered from a special
menu. The charge for each special item,
plus gratuity, was prayers designated
for freedom.

Our community was honored to have
Bishop Robert Gruss celebrate Mass
and join us for dinner on the Solemnity
of Saint Benedict on July 11. Msgr.
William O’Connell also participated in
our celebrations.

Father Tom Hillenbrand, formerly
from Blue Cloud Abbey and now from
Schuyler, Neb., celebrated his 50th an-
niversary of ordination with Msgr.
O’Connell in our chapel on July 22. He

celebrated his anniversary earlier in the
month at Schulyer. We appreciated this
spiritual experience and his stories of
his long-time friend, the late Father Ray
Deisch. 

Our prayers are with Sister Lorane
Coffin and the family of Larry Gid-
dings, her brother-in-law. 

Many of the sisters have enjoyed
visits from relatives and friends. Sister
Jane Frances and Sister Therese Marie
joined the St. John School of Alumni

gathering at Terra Sancta. Sister Yvette
Mallow enjoyed a vacation in Seattle in
early July. Sister Carol Kovarik and
Sister Yvette Mallow taught vacation
Bible school in Torrington, WY. Parish
work, tutoring, workshops, chaplaincy,
meetings, classes, spiritual direction,
guests, gardens, flowers, monastery
chores, Refuge of Mercy, and our most
important ministry, the praise of God
through the Liturgy of the Hours, keeps
everyone busy.

Sister Teresa Hinker is
one of the monastery
gardeners. The sisters
harvested an abun-
dance of rhubarb to
freeze for winter and
jelly use, but there is
a shortage of apples
and wild fruit. 
(Courtesy photo)

Sisters enjoy retreat and diocesan vocation camps
Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora 

ALEXANDRIA, La. (CNS) — More than 600 people from across the country gath-
ered in Alexandria July 22-26 for the 76th annual Tekakwitha Conference in honor
of St. Kateri Tekakwitha. “St. Kateri Embraces the Wetlands” was the theme of this
year’s conference, which was marked with prayer, song, dance and workshops.
The conference was co-hosted by the Houma-Thibodaux and Alexandria dioceses.
Workshop topics included the call to evangelize, Native American martyrs, the
power of prayer, how to read the Bible, Pope Francis and the environment, and
making a living on the bayou — embracing the wetlands. Philadelphia Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, Bishop Shelton J. Fabre of Houma-Thibodaux and Bishop Ronald
P. Herzog of Alexandria celebrated daily Masses during the conference. During a
general assembly session participants learned that Father Henry Sands, a priest
from the Archdiocese of Detroit, who is a member of the Ojibwe, Ottawa and
Potawatomi tribes, will be the new executive director of the Black and Indian Mis-
sion Office in Washington, succeeding Father Wayne Paysse, executive director
since 2007.

Also during the conference, Veronica Valandra, Pine Ridge, was nominated to be
a board member representing Region 3 and by unanimous acclamation, was ap-
proved to be on the board of directors for the National Kateri Tekakwitha Confer-
ence. The United States and Canada are divided into six regions. Region 3 includes
the states of Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North and South Dakota,
Wyoming, and the providences of Alberta, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan. Each re-
gion is represented by one person. Among the board’s duties, it works with the
Executive Director, Sr. Kateri Mitchell, in approving the conference sites each year.

Annual Tekakwitha Conference draws more
than 600 people nationwide

Kateri Circle members from Pine Ridge hold up the banner that was used in
the grand entry at the annual Tekakwitha Conference, which was held in
Alexandria, La. (Photo by Fr. George Winzenburg, SJ)
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By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

What is the face of addiction?
Would we recognize the face if we
saw it in a crowd? Would we recog-
nize it if an addicted person sat right
next to us in church or a public place?
Many times the faces of addiction are
unrecognizable because they are just
like you and me except when they are
intoxicated, then they are easy to rec-
ognize. The face of addiction is 
usually a loving face, and familiar
face, a face that is brother, father,
mother, sister, son, daughter or an-
other member of our extended family
or a good friend. The face of addiction
is a face that belongs to any number
of our loved ones and is most likely
someone whom we see on a regular
basis and someone we love when they
are sober. 

Unfortunately, the faces keep mul-
tiplying and we see more and more 
familiar faces going down the road
that leads to self-destruction and
heartache. Addiction to drugs and 

alcohol is decimating our tiospaye and
tribal communities. It is taking the life
out of our future generations and
bringing with it hopelessness and loss
of cultural and spiritual identity. 
Addiction to alcohol is also one of the
leading causes
of health 
issues and
many deaths
are attributed
to alcohol
abuse on 
Native reser-
vations.

The 
effects of alcoholism are also very
traumatic and devastating to those
who live with the addict. A 
tremendous amount of physical and
mental abuse comes with alcoholism,
we too operate in a dysfunctional
manner and become enablers to the
addict. We assist them in their disease.
We might call in sick for them. We
might protect them from the law or
help them out financially when they

alcohol and watching relatives living
normally without drugs or alcohol.
The hope lies in our grandchildren
growing up without being abused or
neglected and having the love for God
inscribed forever on their hearts by
loving and caring adults. 

We are fortunate to live in an area
where there are so many recovery 
resources available. It takes courage to
take the first step and admit we have
become powerless to drugs and 
alcohol. We need to ask the Creator to
help us every day to be a better 
person than we were yesterday.

Our children deserve better and we
as adults need to put the needs of our
children first. They must be our 
reason for trying to be better people.
We continue to say that our children
are sacred, it is time to quit doing lip
service and model for them how a true
Lakota should live.

More and more familiar faces are becoming dysfunctional
are down and out.  We protect them in
a sick kind of way. We do whatever it
takes to hide the problem; we feel
ashamed because our loved one is sick
and has a problem with addiction.
Those of us who have lived with an

alcoholic know the
pain and the frustration.
We know the lies and
the broken promises.
We tried to live “nor-
mally” in an abnormal
environment and our
lives were forever af-
fected and changed.

We ask ourselves,
“Where is the hope for our future gen-
eration?” The hope lies in individuals
finding sobriety and getting in touch
with their spirituality and being an ex-
ample to the little ones. The hope lies
in the little ones growing up without
the effects of 

The face of addiction is usually a loving face. 

The Power of Healing Prayer    Come Stay Awhile   
Forgiveness    Speaking From the Heart 

Tears   Healing

We carry several books by Father Richard McAlear, OMI 
to help you prepare for this powerful event:

l

l

l  
708 St Joseph St, Rapid City

605-348-5228



In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and
death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Birthdays: September 8, Msgr.
William O’Connell; September 11, Fr. George Winzenburg, SJ; September 12, 
Fr. Adam Hofer; September 20, Fr. Marcin Garbacz; September 28, Fr. James 
Hoerter. Necrology: September 4, 2009, John Birdsall; September 5, 1970, James
Butler; September 7, 1952, James Sweeney; September 11, 1936, John Hanton;
September 14, 1954, Joseph Zimmerman, SJ; September 14, 1972, Bishop
William McCarty; September 16, 1966, Hugo Eichenhofer; September 20, 1947,
Michael Kelly; September 20, 1957, John Vigneron; September 21, 1949, Austin
Bonner; September 21, 1987, Vincent Carty; September 23, 1951, Henry Kipp;
September 29, 1967, Francis Bell.
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The Diocese of Rapid City is seeking an Administrative Assistant for the 
Office of Vocations and Stewardship.
Function: To support the work of the Office of Vocations and Stewardship. 
Qualifications: Practicing Catholic. High School Diploma, strong administrative, 
secretarial and computer skills, detail oriented, high  degree of confidentiality and
dependability, ability to multi-task. Excellent proofreading and communication
skills. Application Process: Interested individuals should send a  resume and let-
ter by e-mail or postal mail listing three professional references along with a com-
pleted application form that  can be downloaded from the diocesan website at:
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/.
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package. 
Contact: Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive, 
Rapid City SD 57701 or msimonson@diorc.org

The Diocese of Rapid City is seeking a Director of Family Life Ministries
Function: To develop, maintain and update a diocesan vision of the pillars of 
family life. To create and implement curriculum to fulfill that vision in today’s world.
To direct, supervise and evaluate programs of diocesan Family Life Ministries. 
Qualifications: Practicing Catholic with knowledge and appreciation of Church
teachings on all aspects of family life and an ability to speak to interested groups
on such matters; prefer college degree with training and/or experience in ministries
associated with Family Life or related field, good communication, organizational
and computer skills, ability to supervise and direct programs and people. 
Application Process: Interested individuals should send a resumé and letter by 
e-mail or postal mail listing three professional references along with a completed
application form that can be downloaded from the diocesan website at:
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.
Contact: Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City SD 57701,or msimonson@diorc.org

Job Openings

Director of Liturgy
The Diocese of Crookston and the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Crook-
ston are seeking a full-time Director of Liturgy. Time would be split between the diocese
and the parish. There are a number of celebrations that coincide with both entities. We
are seeking a candidate with a masters in liturgy and a few years of experience. We
seek someone who appreciates the rich history and tradition of Catholic liturgies. The
qualifying candidate needs to be a practicing Catholic who has the desire to assist the
Christian faithful in full, active, conscious and fruitful participation in the sacred liturgy.
Music and keyboard background preferred. Send resume and references to: 
Jim Clauson, Diocese of Crookston, P.O. Box 610, Crookston, MN. 56716 or email:
jclauson@crookston.org. Interviews begin September 1.

Visiting the Sturgis Rally
Fr. Terry Anderson, pastor at Holy
Trinity Catholic School, Huron, and
Fr. Mark Lichter, pastor of Sacred
Heart Church in Aberdeen, biked
through parts of Nebraska, S.D., and
Montana to raise money for Catholic
education. Fr. Lichter rode for Ron-
calli schools. Also, 10 percent of the
proceeds raised are for LAMB Catholic
Radio in the Diocese of Sioux Falls.
The two priests are friends of 
Fr. Kerry Prendiville, Hot Springs.
They stayed in Hot Springs during
part of their August 4-13 trip. They
were riding in the Black Hills during
the 75th Annual Sturgis Motorcycle
Rally. August 11, according to
www.twopriestsonbikes.com, 
Fr. Anderson had raised $1,201 and
Fr. Lichter had raised $2,432.50. 
(Courtesy photo)

Canku Wakan
a four day experience of 

inculturated evangelization

September 24-27
Sioux Spiritual Center
Call Deacon Marlon Leneaugh 
605-343-3541 or MLeneaughSr@diorc.org



News20   WRC August 2015

Red, White and Blue
Stars and Stripes
The Blessed Sacrament quilters, Rapid City, 
presented  several quilts to veterans on June 25.
“These quilts come with our gratitude for a job well
done. We will never forget what you did for our
country,” said Kathy Ostwald, a member of the quil-
ters. The group started in 2012 to help provide
quilts for the Terra Santa Retreat Center. They 
created more than 60 quilts for Terra Santa and
have continued to provide quilts for other causes
such as Habitat for Humanity, Right to Life, 
benefit auctions and many other projects. Fabric
donations have been a great
asset to the success of the
ministry. “While sorting
through our fabric pieces we
discovered we had lots a of
patriotic fabrics and our 
patriotic quilt project began.
A personnel request in our
church bulletin gave us the
opportunity to honor our own
vets,” said Ostwald. “We pray
they enjoy them as much as
we did making them.” 
(Photos by Lisa Wattenhofer)

Air Force 
E6 Ben Leifker
with his quilt.

Kathy Ostwald
presented a
quilt to Paul
Reider

Joan McGaugh
receives her
blanket.

David Oleson with James Wolfe holding
up a patriotic quilt. 
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You’re invited

2015 FOUNDER’S AWARD HONOREE
Fr. William Pauly, SJ (1947-2006)

Superior of Holy Rosary Jesuit Community in Pine Ridge (1989-2006)

Fr. William Pauly, SJ
(1947-2006)

Superior of the Holy Rosary 
Jesuit Community in Pine Ridge

from 1989-2006
Founders Award Honoree

Fr. Thomas Lawler, SJ
Provincial of the Wisconsin
Province Society of Jesus

Keynote Speaker

2:30-5 p.m.    Sunday, September 20, 2015
LaCroix Ballroom    Rushmore Plaza Civic Center

Rapid City, South Dakota
Refreshments and Hors d’oeuvres
$20 per person (reserved seating)

Please RSVP by September 11, 2015
605-348-6086

www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com (PayPal)

l

l

l l

ORDER OF SAINT BENEDICT AWARD

Annual Banquet

to attend

2015 Honorees:
Gogie Enstad    Stephanie Hurd    Chuck and Barbara Lien

css@cssrapidcity.com
529 Kansas City Street, Suite 100   Rapid City, SD 57701

Susan Meyer President 

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young 
people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the
Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in
her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418
(cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will
be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report
alleged abuse to civil authorities. 
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct 
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The 
diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

Summer at 
St. Isaac Jogues
(Above) July 6-9, thirteen students
attended St. Isaac Jogues Church
Altar Server Camp, Rapid City. Val
Kling, back row, helped with the
training. Vacation Bible Camp was
held in June with the theme “Getting
to know Jesus.” (Center) The 4-6
year old class. (Below) A team of
seven young adults and Fr. Brandon
Morovitz from Brainerd, Minn., came
as volunteers to help with the
campers. (Photos courtesy Dcn. Lou Usera)
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Adopt-A-Seminarian Collections
Fiscal Year 2014/2015

Figures as of 7/29/15

Parish Parish Goals Received
Belle Fourche 3,000.00 .............................................3,000.00 
Bonesteel 1,200.00 .............................................1,200.00 
Buffalo and Missions 600.00 ................................................650.00
Burke 1,000.00 ..............................................1,000.00
Colome 3,000.00 .................................................... 0.00 
Custer 2,000.00 .............................................3,854.00 
Deadwood 2,100.00 ..............................................2,100.00 
Eagle Butte and Missions 2,000.00 .............................................2,000.00 
Fairfax 1,500.00 .............................................1,500.00
Faith and Missions 1,700.00 .....................................................0.00 
Ft. Pierre 5,000.00 ..............................................5,000.00 
Gregory 2,000.00 .............................................2,000.00 
Hermosa 600.00 .................................................917.00
Hill City 3,000.00 .............................................3,000.00 
Hot Springs/Edgemont 3,000.00 .............................................3,300.00 
Kenel/Bullhead/Wakpala 1,000.00 .....................................................0.00 
Keystone 2,000.00 .............................................2,000.00 
Lead 5,700.00 ..............................................5,700.00
Lemmon/Morristown/Bison 3,500.00 ..............................................3,500.00 
Lower Brule/Reliance/Kennebec 1,000.00 ....................................................0.00 
Martin/Kadoka 500.00 ....................................................0.00
McIntosh/Watauga 1,800.00 .............................................1,605.00
McLaughlin 2,000.00 ..............................................2,000.00
Midland 600.00 ................................................ 600.00 
Milesville 600.00 .................................................600.00 
St. Francis Mission Parishes 900.00 ....................................................0.00 
New Underwood 1,000.00 .............................................1,000.00 
Newell 1,500.00 .....................................................0.00 
Philip 2,400.00 ..............................................2,400.00 
Piedmont 6,000.00 ............................................. 6,000.00 
Pine Ridge Mission Parishes 1,000.00 ....................................................0.00 
Presho/Murdo/Draper 400.00 ................................................105.00 
RC-Blessed Sacrament 20,000.00 ............................................22,263.00
RC-OLPH Cathedral 20,000.00 ...........................................24,471.60
RC-ICC 0.00 .................................................160.00
RC-St Isaac Jogues 500.00 .................................................500.00 
RC-St. Therese 12,000.00 ...........................................12,000.00
Spearfish 7,700.00 ............................................13,624.78
Sturgis 5,500.00 .............................................5,500.00 
Timber Lake/Isabel/Trail City 3,500.00 .............................................3,395.00 
Wall/Lakeside/Interior 2,000.00 ............................................. 2,000.00 
White River, Sacred Heart 200.00 .................................................200.00 
Winner/Keyapaha 7,500.00 .............................................5,224.00
Total $142,500.00 ........................................$144,369.38

Thank you to all who contributed to the Adopt-A-Seminarian Fund.

by Becky Berreth

Father Richard McAlear, a member
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
will be at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Septem-
ber 11-13, to offer a
healing retreat. It begins
with praise and worship
on September 11 at 6
p.m. and is open to “any-
one who is seeking
God,” said Father
McAlear. “There are
only two kinds of people
in this world – those
who know God and
those who are looking for God. They
are both welcome.” 
According to Father McAlear, his

ministry is teaching with healing. “Con-
firming the word with by action,” he
explained. “Jesus’ disciples would often
heal someone, perform a miracle, and
preach to the crowd that gathered.”
The greatest healing is through the

Eucharist, Father McAlear says. During
the healing Mass, participants are in-
structed to enter into the healing
process by taking their needs and infir-

mities to the Lord at the moment they
receive the Eucharist. After the liturgy,
the Eucharist is placed on the altar for
exposition at the beginning of the serv-

ice. Father McAlear then
gives the anointing and
blesses any individual who
wishes to come forward to
pray.
“When people are (spir-

itually moved) things seem
to happen,” said Father
McAlear. “People are
touched and blessed.”
The weekend will con-

sist of teachings, a holy
hour, and Mass, which includes a
prayer for healing. Saturday sessions
begin at 9 a.m. and conclude with a
Healing Mass and Healing Service cel-
ebrated by Bishop Robert Gruss, with
Father McAlear as the homilist. The re-
treat concludes with a session led by
Father McAlear on Sunday.
For more information, visit the

cathedral website http://cathe
dralolph.org or call Beth Strain, 605-
342-0507. There is no charge for the
weekend. Preregistration is requested.

Fr. Richard McAlear, OMI

Healing retreat with Father McAlear
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(Courtesy photo)

Midsummer youth event
High school students at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, kayak in
Canyon Lake. The July 26 event also included Mass, dinner and a bonfire. The
Mass was held outdoors at the foot of the “33 Cross” near the parish. Fathers
Brian Lane and Grant Gerlach con-celebrated. (Photo courtesy Denise Maher) Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

Ann Garrido, Aquinas Institute, St. Louis, Mo., presented the lesson, “Last
Supper and the Origin of the Eucharist,” during Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd training at Terra Sancta. Garrido demonstrated lessons before group dis-
cussion. Fifteen women from Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota and
Canada attended the Level II training from July 29-August 6. (WRC photo)

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity



Arleen Spenceley can’t remember the
last time she went on a date. It must’ve
been 2014, she says without a trace of
panic. 
Even though she’s in the thick of wed-

ding season and nearing her 30th birthday,
the fact that she’s still single doesn’t seem
to bother Arleen. She’s not freaking out.
She’s not losing sleep. She’s not pulling
back-to-back novenas for a husband.
When she prays, she can hardly bring her-
self to ask God for anything, she feels so
richly, wildly blessed. 
Arleen Spenceley, the girl with the

bouncy hair and bouncy name, the cradle
Catholic from Tampa, Fla., with the large
Twitter following, has much to be thankful
for: a dynamic journalism career, an
award-winning book, a bustling speaking
schedule, friends who are like family and
family who are friends. 
“God has given me so many awesome

opportunities,” she said.  
In the summer of 2009, back when Ar-

leen was 23, the spirited brunette made a
gutsy decision: She outed herself as a vir-
gin, writing in Florida’s biggest newspa-
per, the Tampa Bay Times, about her
faith-based reasons for saving herself for
marriage.

It was a terrifying move, one that she
tried to back out of at the last minute, but
her editor pushed for. And ultimately, her
convictions compelled her to act. “There
came a point where I decided, ‘If I don’t
do this, nobody else will.’ Because I know
the truth. I know chastity is what equips us
to love authentically.”
Half an hour after the column was pub-

lished, Arleen’s phone began ringing. The
calls, emails
and tweets con-
tinued pouring
in for two years. 
Arleen real-

ized she had hit
a nerve. She
had not just
written a col-
umn; she had
inadvertently
launched a
chastity cam-
paign and ren-
dered herself its
poster child. 
With grace

and humility, she has embraced that mis-
sion, letting it carry her on a series of 
adventures she never anticipated: explain-

ing her mystify-
ing virginity to
National Public
Radio, coping
with cruel com-
ments from
readers, blog-
ging vora-
ciously at
ArleenSpence-
ley.com, writing
her 2014 book
“Chastity is for
Lovers: Single,
Happy, and
(Still) a Virgin”
and reporting on
celibate singles.
(A researcher at

the National Center for Health Statistics
admitted that she hadn’t bothered gather-
ing data on the 2 to 3 percent of Americans
ages 25 to 44 who are virgins. “It’s just so
rare,” she told Arleen. “I don’t even know

what their prognosis would be.”)
Making the case for chastity —

which, Arleen is quick to clarify, is
the church’s call to all Catholics,
married and single alike — feels im-
portant. “I consider this a privilege
and also a responsibility,” she said.
“I know virgins exist who feel alone,
and I want them to know they’re not.
I know people are saving sex from
now on who aren’t sure it’s possible,
and I want them to know it is.” 
A national speaking campaign

would seem like a sure-fire way to
change Arleen’s single status, intro-
ducing her to like-minded men and
aspiring grandmas. 

No, she says, that simply isn’t the case.
“The men aren’t lining up.” 
Occasionally Arleen throws herself a

pity party or lets herself dabble on wed-
ding-themed Pinterest boards. But even
when her heart aches, she’s pretty good
about keeping her head on straight. “When
we feel unhappy,” she writes in her book,
“is it because we’re single or is it because
of what we say to ourselves about being
single?”
For now, she’s working on herself –

managing her time and her messes, prac-
ticing forms of sacrifice, whether it’s for-
going sugar or Facebook for a year. She
wants to be her very best at the ultimate
vocation — love — which is something
she can imagine for tomorrow and live out
today. 

Christina Capecchi is a freelance
writer from Inver Grove Heights, Minn.,
and the editor of SisterStory.org.

Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,

limited adult audiences, films whose 
problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.

Now 
PlayingY Mouth at ters
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Classifications

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy 
of the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 

Can a person form his/her conscience?
Yes, in fact he/she must do that. The conscience, which is innate

to every person endowed with reason, can be misled and deadended.
That is why it must be formed into an increasingly fine-tuned 
instrument for acting rightly (1783-1788, 1799-1800).
The first school of conscience is self-criticism. We have the 

tendency to judge things to our own advantage. The second school 
of conscience is orientation to the good actions of others. The 
correct formation of conscience leads a man into the freedom to do
what has been correctly identified as good. With the help of the Holy
Spirit and Scripture, the church over her long history has 
accumulated a vast knowledge about right action; it is part of her
mission to instruct people and also to give them directions.

“Everything that has to do with morality logically is derived 
ultimately from theology, at any rate not from secular reasoning.”
—Max Horkheimer (1895-1973, German philosopher and sociologist)

Twenty
Something

Christina Capecchi

Waiting for a husband, keeping the faith

Mission Impossible:
Rouge Nation ...............A-III

Fantastic Four.................A-III

The Man From U.N.C.L.E. 
(Warner Bros.) Droll humor punctuates
this breezy espionage yarn, set at the
height of the Cold War in 1963. Forced
to work together to retrieve revolution-
ary nuclear know-how that may have
fallen into the hands of the shady heir
(Luca Calvani) to a fascism-tainted 
Italian industrial fortune and his 
scheming but elegant wife (Elizabeth
Debicki), an art thief-turned-CIA 
operative (Henry Cavill) and a rage-
prone KGB agent (Armie Hammer) team
with the daughter (Alicia Vikander) of
the missing scientist who developed the
breakthrough to track the couple. In
adapting the mid-1960s television se-
ries, director and co-writer Guy Ritchie
diverts his audience with James Bond-
style glamour while keeping the vio-
lence vague. But the substantial, if
slightly strange, relationship that in-
creasingly tethers Hammer and Vikan-
der is offset by Cavill’s carefree
philandering. And the script’s anti-war,
pro-friendship sentiments rest, to some
extent, on an implied moral equiva-
lence between the forces of East and
West wholly at variance with history.
Violence, including torture, but with
little gore, brief gruesome images, off-
screen casual encounters, glimpses of
partial nudity, some sexual banter, a
couple of crude terms. The Catholic
News Service classification is A-III —
adults. The Motion Picture Association
of America rating is PG-13 — parents
strongly cautioned. Some material may
be inappropriate for children under 13.
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