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WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Pope Francis’ address to a
joint meeting of Congress
Sept. 24 will be broadcast live
to members of the public on
the West Front of the Capitol,
House Speaker John Boehner
announced July 8. “The visit
of Pope Francis to the U.S.
Capitol is an historic moment
for the country,” he said in a

statement, adding that “the
unprecedented nature of his
visit” prompted the decision
to broadcast his address. Pope
Francis also “has expressed
an interest in making a brief
appearance on the West
Front,” the Ohio Republican
said. “We look forward to
welcoming Pope Francis and
Americans from all walks of

life to our Capitol on 
Sept. 24.” The release from
Boehner’s office said details
on the availability of tickets
will be announced at a later
date. Pope Francis will arrive
late Sept. 22 at Andrews Field
at Joint Base Andrews just
outside of Washington. He
will be in the nation’s capital
Sept. 23-24, then in New York

Sept. 25 and in Philadelphia
Sept. 26-27. Most of the
events on the pope’s itinerary
for all three cities are for 
select groups and not open to
the general public, though 
organizers of the trip expect
crowds to form along the 
various routes any papal 
motorcade might take from
one venue to another.

Pope’s address to Congress will be broadcast to crowd outside Capitol

Two Ordained
Bishop Robert D. Gruss ordained two men to the priesthood on
July 2, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid
City. Fathers John Paul Trask and Mark Horn are the newest

priests in the Diocese of Rapid City. To see more ordination
photos, learn where they will be assigned and read interviews
with them, see pages 12-13. (Photo by Johnny Sundby)
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As we all know, on June 26 a deeply
divided United States Supreme Court
issued a morally tragic ruling for our
country and its future by redefining
marriage. This ruling will force all
states to license and recognize mar-
riages between two persons of the same
sex. 

As I have had time to reflect upon
this ruling redefining marriage in our
country, and the media coverage of
many who are still rejoicing, I was not
too surprised in the action of the Court
nor in the accepting reactions portrayed
in the press, given the current trend of
our culture. It is very troubling for those
of us who hold to the traditional view
of marriage. This includes not only the
faithful of the Catholic Church but also
the many faithful of other religious
groups — Protestant communities, the
Orthodox Church, Mormon commu-
nity, Orthodox Judaism and Islam. 

Redefining marriage in the law is
gravely unjust. It affects everyone. I am
frightened to anticipate how this short-
sighted decision will determine the 
future course of our nation. The first 
effect of the Court’s decision is to in-
validate marriage laws in the State of
South Dakota and other states, thereby
ordering the transformation of the so-
cial institution that is now the building
block of every society and culture and
has been since the beginning of time.
The court has brought this social 
experiment into the forefront of mod-
ern American society. Time will reveal
the extent of the destruction that this 
decision will

advocate with utmost, sincere convic-
tion that, by divine precepts, same-sex
marriage should not be condoned. The
First Amendment ensures that religious
organizations and persons are given
proper protection as they seek to teach
the principles that are so fulfilling and
so central to their lives and faiths, and
to their own deep aspirations to con-
tinue the family structure they have
long revered.” He said both sides
should engage in “an open and search-
ing debate.”

I would hope and pray that an open
and honest debate could happen, but I
am not confident that those who oppose
the Christian viewpoint really want to
enter into such a debate. I would tend
to agree more with Justice Alito’s view-
point in his dissent, “It will be used to
vilify Americans who are unwilling to
assent to the new orthodoxy.” We have
seen this so often already prior to this
decision.

Moving forward, this decision
raises many serious questions about 
religious liberty and personal con-
science for millions of Americans and
their faith communities. How will this
decision impact our own Catholic So-
cial Services if they fail to place an
adopted child with a same-sex couple?
We have already seen Catholic adop-
tion agencies in other states forced to
close their doors because they would
not violate their Catholic conscience. 

It is presently ensured in Justice
Kennedy’s opinion that we are given
proper protection to continue to teach
the principles that are foundational and
central to our lives and faith. However,
the ultimate effects of this decision on
the non-profit status of Catholic institu-
tions is yet undetermined. By redefin-
ing the very nature of marriage, this
decision has implications for hundreds,
if not thousands of laws at all levels and
will impact society in ways the U.S.
Supreme Court has clearly not given
sufficient forethought. But we can be
assured that the path moving forward

will be treacherous for people of faith
and religious institutions.  

In our continued defense of reli-
gious freedoms, I also ask that we pray
for family life and for all people to
strengthen marriage. As time goes on,
the media will portray this false narra-
tive about marriage in many different
venues as something “normal.” With re-
newed purpose, therefore, I call upon
all people of good will to promote and
defend the unique meaning of marriage:
one man, one woman, for life. 

Civil law teaches, and this ruling
will make it more difficult for future
generations to know the truth about
marriage and for children to understand
their origins. It is more important than
ever that parents take the time to speak
with their children about the true mean-
ing of marriage as God has intended
and why same-sex marriage is immoral
and in violation of the natural law. 

It is important that we increase our
efforts to strengthen marriages and fam-
ilies and rebuild a marriage culture that
is beautiful, holy and pleasing to God.
Let us pray for all the future victims of
this ruling, particularly the children
who will be affected.

We must also seek to uphold the dig-
nity of every human person, reaching
out with love and support to all people,
including those who experience same-
sex attraction. All people are loved by
God and are called to love him.

Finally, I ask that we diligently pray
for all in positions of power and 
authority to respect our God-given free-
doms so that we may live by and bear
witness to the truth. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, pray
for us.

Supporters of traditional 
marriage rally in front of the
U.S. Supreme Court in Washing-
ton Jun. 26, before the justices
handed down a 5-4 ruling that
states must license same-sex
marriages and must recognize
same-sex marriages performed
in other states. (CNS photo/
Joshua Roberts, Reuters)

have on society, but it is unavoidable
that it will negatively impact the stabil-
ity of family life and most especially
the moral formation and psychological
development of our children. 

Marriage is the one institution that
connects children to their mothers and
fathers. Mothers and fathers are irre-
placeable; this ruling does not respect
the rights of children to be raised,
where possible, by their own married
mother and father in a stable home.
While circumstances do not always per-
mit every child the benefit of a tradi-
tional family, this ruling threatens to
unseat the ideal of a family headed by a
father and mother, which creates bal-
ance and stability in our society.

This decision will not stop public 
dialogue; the debate will and must con-
tinue. This ruling does not and cannot
change the true definition of marriage
as defined by God from the beginning
of time. No one and no court can make
what is false true. Marriage by its 
nature remains the union of one man
and one woman. This is a matter of rea-
son, not just faith. Man and woman
were designed by God for each other,
and only a man and a woman can form
a union that brings forth children.

While the sweeping ramifications of
the Court’s decision and its impact on
people of faith are still unclear, as the
church we will continue to strive to 
ensure that all of our pastoral practices
are consistent with the authentic teach-
ing of the Catholic Church. 

In his opinion Justice Kennedy
wrote: “It must be emphasized that re-
ligions, and those who adhere to reli-
gious doctrines, may continue to

Court decision troubling for traditional values
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The 2015 Annual Diocesan Appeal goal of $1,326,000 was budgeted to
cover 41% of the cost of Diocesan Ministries.  Thanks to the generosity
and sacrifices of people across the Diocese of Rapid City, we were able
to exceed this goal by $26,232.  We recall the beautiful words from Our
Lord Jesus, “But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hun-
dred or sixty or thirtyfold.” Mt 13:8.

St. John - Allen ..........................1 ........................$90 ..............................0 ..................................$0
St. Paul - Belle Fourche.........102 .................$20,632 ..........................109 .........................$21,545
Blessed Sacrament - Bison.....18 ...................$4,160 ............................17 ...........................$4,295
Immaculate Conception 
- Bonesteel ..............................24 ...................$5,260 ............................25 ...........................$5,230
Immaculate Conception 
- Bridger ....................................1 ........................$20 ..............................0 ..................................$0
St. Anthony - Buffalo................16 ...................$3,550 ............................12 ...........................$7,510
St Aloysius, Bullhead.................0 ..........................$0 ..............................3 ..............................$540
Sacred Heart - Burke ..............39 ...................$7,345 ............................39 ...........................$7,305
St. Isidore - Colome.................26 ...................$6,150 ............................30 .........................$11,165
St. Agnes - Cox .........................2 ......................$125 ..............................3 ..............................$170
St. John the Baptist - Custer ..74 .................$17,390 ............................82 .........................$21,200
St. Ambrose - Deadwood........44 .................$12,354 ............................41 .........................$11,961
St. Anthony - Draper..................5 ...................$1,400 ..............................4 ...........................$1,250
Sacred Heart - Dupree..............8 ...................$1,575 ..............................8 ...........................$1,900
All Saints - Eagle Butte............20 ...................$3,605 ............................20 ...........................$2,985
St. James - Edgemont.............17 ...................$8,645 ............................21 ...........................$4,725
St. Anthony - Fairfax ................23 ...................$6,597 ............................20 ...........................$7,175
St. Joseph - Faith ....................30 ...................$5,035 ............................30 ...........................$6,059
St. John - Ft. Pierre..................97 .................$37,468 ..........................112 .........................$38,173
St. Joseph - Gregory ...............80 .................$20,280 ............................76 .........................$20,400
St. Michael - Hermosa.............18 ...................$8,020 ............................18 ...........................$5,470
St. Rose - Hill City....................28 ...................$9,350 ............................25 ...........................$6,795
St. Anthony - Hot Springs........67 .................$15,030 ............................82 .........................$17,145
Holy Rosary - Interior.................5 ...................$1,390 ..............................4 ..............................$890
St. Mary - Isabel ......................23 ...................$8,510 ............................16 ...........................$8,770
Our Lady of Victory - Kadoka..22 ...................$9,100 ............................23 ...........................$9,000
St. Michael - Kennebec...........13 ...................$1,165 ............................12 ...........................$1,052
Lady Mt. Carmel - Keystone....11 ...................$4,605 ............................11 .........................$10,400
Our Lady Sorrows - Kyle ...........1 ........................$25 ..............................3 ...........................$1,270
St. Margaret - Lakeside.............7 ...................$1,070 ..............................9 ...........................$1,820
St. Patrick - Lead.....................67 .................$21,910 ............................45 .........................$12,440
St. Mary - Lemon.....................60 .................$10,977 ............................52 .........................$11,017
St. Mary - Lower Brule...............1 ........................$80 ..............................1 ................................$50
St. Agnes - Manderson .............1 ......................$100 ..............................0 ..................................$0
Our Lady Sacred Heart
-Martin .....................................44 ...................$9,670 ............................51 .........................$12,345
St. William - Midland................21 ...................$4,325 ............................18 ...........................$3,590
St. Mary Milesville....................11 ...................$9,950 ..............................9 ...........................$8,447
St. Thomas - Mission ...............15 ...................$2,095 ............................22 .........................$$2,666
Sacred Heart - Morristown ......14 ...................$2,095 ............................14 ...........................$2,595
St. Joseph - Mud Butte............10 ......................$745 ..............................6 ..............................$575
St. Martin - Murdo....................12 ...................$1,670 ............................11 ...........................$1,550
St. Bonaventure - McIntosh.....19 ...................$1,560 ............................15 ...........................$1,745
St. Bernard - McLaughlin ........28 ...................$4,910 ............................16 ...........................$4,920
St. John - New Underwood .....20 ...................$3,200 ............................20 ...........................$3,240
St. Mary - Newell .....................32 ...................$4,240 ............................38 ...........................$7,116
Our Lady/Sioux - Oglala............3 ......................$155 ..............................3 ..............................$475
St. Agnes - Parmelee ................1 ........................$20 ..............................1 ................................$25
Sacred Heart - Philip ...............67 .................$34,055 ............................46 .........................$27,330
Our Lady of the Black Hills 
- Piedmont .............................140 .................$55,585 ..........................151 .........................$58,816
Sacred Heart - Pine Ridge ........3 ......................$300 ..............................6 ..............................$505
Our Lady Victory - Plainview .....1 ......................$100 ..............................2 ..............................$200
Christ the King - Porcupine .......2 ...................$1,025 ..............................1 ...........................$1,200
Christ the King - Presho ..........20 ...................$3,858 ............................18 ...........................$3,039
St. Catherine - Promise .............7 ...................$1,450 ..............................8 ...........................$3,170
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St. Isidore - Ralph......................2 ......................$750 ..............................4 ..............................$595
Blessed Sacrament - RC.......517 ...............$397,564 ..........................571 .......................$434,132
Cathedral OLPH - RC............509 ...............$208,785 ..........................486 .......................$219,104
St. Therese - RC....................202 .................$44,644 ..........................222 .........................$50,471
ICC - RC....................................7 ......................$620 ............................19 ...........................$2,990
St. Isaac Jogues - RC .............50 .................$14,436 ............................36 .........................$15,840
St. Anthony - Red Owl .............10 ......................$490 ..............................9 ..............................$835
Sacred Heart - Red Scaffold .....0 ..........................$0 ..............................1 ..................................$5
St. Mary - Reliance ....................5 ...................$2,660 ..............................4 .........................$1,1100
Our Lady Prairie - Reva.............7 ......................$600 ..............................6 ..............................$620
St. Joseph - Ridgeview .............2 ......................$175 ..............................4 ..............................$725
St. Bridget - Rosebud................7 ......................$375 ..............................0 ..................................$0
St. Joseph - Spearfish ...........223 .................$72,092 ..........................242 .........................$87,228
St. Charles - St. Francis.............6 ......................$732 ..............................3 ..............................$608
St. Francis - Sturgis ...............194 .................$46,235 ..........................184 .........................$51,758
Holy Cross - Timber Lake........54 .................$14,948 ............................37 ...........................$9,240
Holy Cross - Trail City................9 ...................$1,820 ..............................5 ..............................$920
Unassigned...........................172 .................$46,261 ..........................164 .........................$35,843
St. Patrick - Wall ......................38 ...................$9,550 ............................49 .........................$10,697
St. Michael - Watauga.............16 ...................$1,885 ............................13 ...........................$2,135
St. Therese - White Horse .........2 ......................$300 ..............................3 ..............................$480
Sacred Heart - White River......13 ...................$1,570 ............................11 ...........................$1,740
Immaculate Conception 
- Winner ...................................97 .................$20,519 ............................87 .........................$21,910
Total....................................3,563 ...........$1,281,033 .......................3,569 ....................$1,352,232
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By Cindy Wooden

SANTA CRUZ, Bolivia (CNS) — Meeting with an
international gathering of grassroots activists, Pope
Francis not only
encouraged, but
tried to add fuel to
their fire for
“standing up to an
idolatrous (eco-
nomic) system
which excludes,
debases and kills.”

Addressing the
World Meeting of
Popular Move-
ments in Santa
Cruz July 9, Pope
Francis acknowl-
edged he did not
have a “recipe”
for a perfect eco-
nomic-social-po-
litical system, but
he said the prob-
lems with the cur-
rent system are
obvious and the
Gospel contains
principles that can
help.

The activists — including labor union representa-
tives and people who organize cooperatives for the
poor who make a meager living recycling trash or
farming small plots or fishing — combat “many forms
of exclusion and injustice,” the pope said.

“Yet there is an invisible thread joining every one of
those forms of exclusion,” the pope said. They all are
the result of a global economic system that “has im-
posed the mentality of profit at any price, with no con-
cern for social exclusion or the destruction of nature.”

The current global finance system is “intolerable,”
he said. “Farmworkers find it intolerable, laborers find
it intolerable, communities find it intolerable, peoples
find it intolerable. The earth itself — our sister, Mother
Earth, as St. Francis would say — also finds it intol-
erable.”

At the meeting, sponsored by the Vatican and or-
ganized with the help of Bolivian President Evo
Morales, Pope Francis shared the sense of urgency
shown by participants, who adopted a long statement
of commitments promising to mobilize in the defense

of the rights of the poor and of the Earth.
“Time, my brothers and sisters, seems to be running

out; we are not yet tearing one another apart, but we
are tearing apart our common home,” the earth, he
said.

“Perhaps the most important” task facing the world
today, the pope said, “is to defend Mother Earth. Our
common home is being pillaged, laid waste and
harmed with impunity. Cowardice in defending it is a
grave sin.”

“Today, the scientific community realizes what the
poor have long told us: Harm, perhaps irreversible
harm, is being done to the ecosystem,” Pope Francis
said. “The earth, entire peoples and individual persons
are being brutally punished” by the effects of pollu-
tion, exploitation and climate change.

“And behind all this pain, death and destruction
there is the stench of what Basil of Cae-
sarea called ‘the dung of the devil’ — an
unfettered pursuit of money,” the pope
said.

When money becomes a person’s god,
he said, greed becomes the chief motivator
of what people do, permit or support. In the
end, he said, “it ruins society, it condemns
and enslaves men and women, it destroys
human fraternity, it sets people against one
another and, as we clearly see, it even puts
at risk our common home.”

Most people, including the poor partic-
ipating in the Santa Cruz meeting, he said,
wonder how they can make a difference in
the face of such huge problems and an eco-
nomic system that seems to shrug off any
effort at accountability

The pope urged participants to look to
Mary, “a humble girl from small town lost
on the fringes of a great empire, a home-
less mother who turned an animals’ stable
into a home for Jesus with just a few swad-
dling clothes and much tenderness.”

The pope and the Catholic Church do
not have a program or “recipe” for solving
the problems of injustice and poverty in the
world, he said. But it is clear that the econ-
omy should be “at the service of peoples.
Human beings and nature must not be at
the service of money.”

“Let us say ‘no’ to an economy of ex-
clusion and inequality, where money rules,
rather than service. That economy kills.

Pope to activists: Defend the earth, demand economic reform
That economy excludes. That economy destroys
Mother Earth,” he said.

The change the popular movements are working for
and the inspiration for Catholic social justice efforts
cannot be an ideology, he said; it must be about peo-
ple.

“It is an economy where human beings, in harmony
with nature, structure the entire system of production
and distribution in such a way that the abilities and
needs of each individual find suitable expression in
social life,” he said.

Such an economy is not a dream, he said. The peo-
ple, the talent and the resources exist. 

At the end of his 55-minute speech, Pope Francis
made his customary request that his audience pray for
him, but knowing that many of the meeting partici-
pants are not believers, he asked those who cannot

This is the cover of the English
edition of Pope Francis' encyclical
on the environment, Laudato Si on
Care for Our Common Home." The
long-anticipated encyclical was
released at the Vatican June 18.
(CNS photo/courtesy U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops)
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July 21, Tuesday
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Terra Sancta Guild Lead-
ership Committee Meeting, Rapid City
July 22, Wednesday
11:45 a.m. Black Hills Area Family 
Heritage Alliance Luncheon, Cathedral 
July 24, Friday
11:15 a.m. Mass/Lunch with Boys Totus
Tuus Retreat, Terra Sancta
July 28, Tuesday
8 a.m. Mass/Brunch with Cathedral/
Diocesan Staff, Bishop Gruss’s 4th 
Episcopal Anniversary, Cathedral 
10:30 a.m. Visioning Listening Session for
Diocesan Staff, Cathedral
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board
Meeting, CSS Office
August 9, Sunday
2 p.m. CT Visioning Listening Session for
Lower Brule Reservation, Lower Brule
August 10, Monday
Clergy Seminarian Day 

August 11, Tuesday
6 p.m. Diocesan Staff Picnic, Rapid City
August 12, Wednesday
5:30 p.m. Private Reception for Golf 
Tournament Sponsors, Rapid City
August 13, Thursday
Western South Dakota Bishop's Golf 
Classic – Arrowhead Country Club
August 14, Friday
10 a.m. Terra Sancta Guild Leadership
Committee Meeting, Rapid City
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral 
August 15, Saturday
Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary
August 16, Sunday
1 p.m. Visioning Listening Session for Pine
Ridge Reservation, Sacred Heart Church,
Pine Ridge
August 18, Tuesday
11:30 a.m. WSDCF Board Meeting,
Chancery

Bishop’s Calendar
July 21-August 18, 2015

Subject to change without notice

Becoming Active Citizens
Among the Fortnight for Freedom activities held in the Diocese of Rapid City, a
forum, “Freedom to Bear Witness” was held June 22 at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Bishop Robert Gruss, Dan Duffy, diocesan attorney,
and Fr. Michel Mulloy, cathedral rector, addressed the crowd of about 100 people.
Duffy gave examples or court rulings in favor of or against religious groups. “We
need to become better informed citizens,” said Duffy. He advised against living
values in pockets of religious isolation. Instead, Duffy advocated for “strategic re-
treat” which would involve stepping back from the issues to come away educated
for the purpose of “better participating in the marketplace of ideas in this coun-
try.” Bishop Gruss said the world has become more secular in the last 40 years.
“What’s important in a secular culture is tolerance and inclusivity. Everyone
should be able to do whatever they want to, anyway they want to, whenever they
want to,” said the bishop. He said there is a very strong liberal media advocating
tolerance for everyone except Christians. The bishop recommended, “Let’s preach
the Gospel in love.” (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)
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Listening to the People of God in the 
Diocese of Rapid City

As shepherd, Bishop Robert Gruss has made it a priority to hold Listening 
Sessions across the diocese and among our varied faith communities in
order to be present to the wisdom and insights of the people of God. The
purpose of a Listening Session is to rejoice in the blessings that God has
given to this local church, to envision the future of this great diocese, and to
surface priorities that our diocese can pursue in service to the Kingdom of
God in our midst over the next several months. This fall the bishop will 
assemble a team to review input. His “Envisioning Leadership Team,” made
up of representative leaders from within the diocese, will be comprised of
clergy, religious and lay leaders. This team will be responsible for discern-
ing a “Diocesan Mutually Shared Vision/Priority Plan.” Prayerfully and coop-
eratively, Bishop Gruss, with his team, will review your input. So far nine
sessions have been held. For those who cannot attend a session, but would
still like to patriciate, below are questions that can be answered by mail. 
Things to know: The bishop is listening — in gratitude. This Listening Ses-
sion questionnaire is focused on the future: areas of focus or direction for
the diocese. Any comments should consider the Diocese of Rapid City as a
whole. Please do not refer to individuals or parishes for praise, improve-
ment or suggestions.

Please respond briefly to these questions.

n What are we doing well as a diocese that helps you grow in your faith
and relationship with the Lord?

n When you think about the diocese, the parishes and people under the
leadership of Bishop Gruss, what would you recommend for focus for the
next few years? Please think in broad terms. You will have the opportunity
to give more specific ideas about initiatives or services in the next question.
The areas below are possibilities, please circle one or two:

Education & Formation (youth, adults, Catholic education, 
catechesis, formation programs)
Sacraments & Worship (Mass, liturgies, sacraments, cultures)
Vocations & Evangelization (priests and religious,
New Evangelization, ecumenicism, fallen away Catholics)
Governance & Finance (lay leadership, parish and diocesan
leadership, parishes and diocesan financials)
Social Services & Outreach (poor and marginalized, 
elderly, families)
Catholic Foundation & Stewardship (stewardship as a way of life; 
opportunities to support the  diocese)
Other

n What would you like to see accomplished within the next three years for
more effective ministry and pastoral care throughout the diocese? 
Be specific.

Mail responses to:
Listening Sessions, Diocese of Rapid City

PO Box 678
Rapid City, SD 57709            

Join Bishop Gruss and the Diocese of Rapid City on the journey of a 
lifetime, traveling to Fatima, Spain, and Lourdes in February of 2016. The
11-day pilgrimage includes roundtrip airfare from Rapid City, daily Mass in
significant Catholic shrines and churches, professional Catholic tour 
escorts/guides and daily sightseeing that includes the sites of Lourdes and
Fatima, as well as touring the Marian apparition of Zaragoza, St. Teresa’s
city of Avila, Madrid, and much more! There is also an optional 5-day 
extension to Rome that includes a Papal Audience with Pope Francis, the
major Basilicas of Christian Rome, Ancient Rome sites, and the Vatican.
Early Booking Special — $3,199 for the main trip (if you pay with
check and book by Aug. 15, 2015) and $1,699 for the extension.
Space is limited. Call Corporate Travel Service at 313-565-8888 x121 or
x150 or visit us online at ctscentral.net for more details or reservations.
The full 4-page brochure with the schedule in detail can be found on the
diocesan website at http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Scroll down the home page and on the left hand side you will see the 
picture and ad for the pilgrimage. Click on the picture and then click as
noted for the full brochure.

Nine (9) nights accommodations at 4 star
hotels: 2 nights in Lourdes, 1 night in
Zaragoza, 3 nights in Fatima
Continental Breakfast daily
Five (5) Dinners, including a Welcome and
Farewell Dinner
Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in
Toulouse and Lisbon and specified 
sightseeing
Catholic tour escort while in Europe
Local guides according to itinerary

Sightseeing and entrance fees according to
the itinerary
Daily Mass in unique and historical churches
Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece
of luggage
Round trip scheduled commercial air from
Rapid City to Toulouse, France returning
from Lisbon, Portugal (including fuel sur-
charges and government imposed fees of
$575 as of 4/13/15; final amount subject to
change)

*per person double occupancy

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

Your 11 Day Pilgrimage Includes



July 31, Friday
sWRC deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, August 18. 

)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org
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Jul 30-Aug 2: Seminarian Retreat 
July 29-Aug 6: Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd Level II Training

Aug 1: VSI Small Group Meetings; 
VSI Workshop

Aug 10: RCCSS New Staff Orientation
Aug 13-15: STM Football Camp
Aug 14: RCCSS Staff In-service
Aug 14-15: Family Events
Aug 15: BHADA Monthly Meeting
Aug 17: RCCSS Staff In-service
Aug 21-22: Young Life Leader Retreat

Sep 1: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast
Sep 4-7: Family Event

Sep 10-13: BHADA Fall Retreat
Sep 11-13: NWPS Retreat
Sep 12: VSI Workshops
Sep 13: VSI Certification 
Mass/Reception

Sep 14: NWPS Retreat
Sep 15: Young Life Staff Planning Day
Sep 18-20: Deacons Annual Retreat
Sep 19: OLBH (Piedmont) 
Confirmation Retreat; Friends of the

SES Library Luncheon; TS Guild Event 
Sep 20: Celebration of Marriage 
Mass/Reception

Sep 25-27: Heart to Heart; Grace 
Bible (WY) Women’s Retreat

Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
Events Schedule

July 24, Friday
sBenedictine Weekend: For women be-

tween the ages of 18-59 who are discerning
a vocation to the consecrated life. Join the
Benedictine sisters in Liturgy of the Hours,
meals, and discussion. Begins at 7 p.m. at
St. Martin Monastery. No cost for the week-
end. Ends July 26. )St. Martin Monastery
605-343-8011.

August 1, Saturday
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First

Saturday 8 a.m. Mass and exposition.  First
Friday, August 7, Mass at 5:30 p.m. with
prayers and devotions. Both in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help. )Dr. Kopriva  605-343-6202.

August 3, Monday
sBighorn Mountains Young Adult Re-

treat: Join Frs. Mark McCormick and
Adam Hofer as they camp and hike the
Bighorn Mountains in Wyoming. Talk
about spiritual life and discernment, cele-
brate daily Mass, and spend time in prayer
and fellowship.  Cost $60. Space is limited.
Deadline to register July 28. Ends August
6. 8www.gods-call.org.

August 6, Thursday 
sThe Flame:Adoration praise and wor-

ship, and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at
Terra Sancta, at 7 p.m. 8www.TheFlame
RC.com.

August 15, Saturday
sSummer NPM Event: Held at St.

Francis of Assisi, Sturgis. Includes sessions
on duets, interviews with St. Cecelia Award
recipients, and sharing of anthems. RSVP
for lunch count by Aug. 10. )Kathy Little
605-484-7817 or 8lovingtrust@live.com.

September 11, Friday
sHealing Retreat with Father Richard

McAlear, OMI: Held at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Retreat includes talks and reflections by Fr.
McAlear, reconciliation, adoration and a
Healing Mass. Free-will offering will be ac-
cepted to help cover expenses. Ends Sun-
day, September 13. 8www.frmac.org or
www.cathedralolph.org. )Beth Strain 605-
342-0507.

September 17, Thursday
sBeginning Experience Level 1, Sepa-

rated, Divorced & Widowed Support
Group, Coping with Life Alive: Nine-
week, non-denominational group open to
all Christian men and women who are hurt-
ing due to separation, divorce, or death of a
spouse. Begins at 7 p.m. at St. Therese the
Little Flower Church, 532 Adams St.,
Rapid City. $30 fee, need-based scholar-
ships available. Preregistration requested.
)Family Life Ministries 605-716-5214
x236.

September 25, Friday
sHeart to Heart — A Weekend Re-

treat for the Engaged: For engaged cou-
ples to deepen their relationship with each
other and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Attendance a
weekend is a requirement for couples doing
marriage preparation in the diocese. Ends
September 27. Register online 8terra
sancta.org. )Jill 605-716-5214 x236 or

8jslegner@diorc.org.
September 28, Monday

sHeal Your Grief Bereavement Sup-
port Group: Eight-week, non-denomina-
tional support group for anyone grieving
the loss of a loved one. Begins at 7 p.m. at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Janece Rieman 605-343-5547 or Jill 605-
716-5214 x236. 

October 16, Friday
sFall NPM Event: Presenter will be Lee

Gwozdz, director of Music for Corpus
Christi Cathedral and the president of the
US Catholic Choral Organization for Youth
Choirs. Held at Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City. Ends October 17.
8www.npm.org.

Standing Events
sCor Jesu – Rapid City Catholic

Young Adults:Meets in the large meeting
room, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help for catechism Monday nights 7-8:30
p.m. Open to young adults age 18-35.
)Nathan Valle 850-361-6825 or Randy
Vette 605-641-3303.

sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Divine
Mercy: NEW TIME. First Saturday, 9 a.m.,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
)Pam Ekberg 605-719-9669 or Vivian On-
tiveros 605-393-5036.

sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30
p.m., St. Martin Monastery. )Sister
Marmion Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays, 3

p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. )Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.

sHope for New Life Jail Ministry:
Third Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social
Services. )Tony Galles 605-348-2301 or
Mary Sperlich 605-342-9343.

sVocation Discernment Retreats:
)Sister Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-343-
8011.

sSpiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB,
Sr. Florence McManamen, OSB, or Sr.
Edna  Marie Stephenson, OSB, 605-343-
8011.

sTutors Volunteers Needed:Overcom-
ing the language barrier ministry at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is looking
for volunteers interested in helping adults
with English reading, writing, and speak-
ing skills. Participants will be introduced to
the Lauback Way to Reading with an em-
phasis on English language learners.
)Christine Leichtnam 605-342-8598,
8cleicht@rap.midco.net or Maria Munoz
605-791-3430.

sSpanish Bible Study: Reflect on the
Sunday readings, 3:45-4:45 p.m. Wednes-
days at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City, room 107. Everyone is welcome. Re-
fleccionando en las lecturas del Domingo.
Miercoles de 3:45-4:45 p.m. Todos estan
Bienvenidos. salon 107. )Maria Munoz
605-791-3430.
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How did you do last month with my
challenge? If you remember, I encour-
aged you to invite your neighbor over
for dinner and dessert, to strike up a
conversation with someone you do not
know and to introduce yourself to a
stranger or a visitor in your parish. Hos-
pitality is all about invitation, and a
simple invitation has the potential to
have far reaching ramifications.

At our diocesan hospitality meeting,
“The Summit,” in June, Bishop Robert
Gruss shared about an invitation he re-
ceived to participate in a Bible study.
His response was: “I’m not sure this is
for me, I don’t even own a Bible.” The
Holy Spirit moved Bishop Gruss’ heart
that day as he said, “yes” to a simple in-
vitation to participate in a Bible study.
His participation transformed his life
forever.

This past I year I have heard from a
number of parishioners throughout the
diocese how the Holy Spirit and hospi-
tality are truly moving and changing the
hearts of the individuals and parishes of
our diocese — one invitation at a time.
I wanted to share one such story with
all of you from a parishioner at Our
Lady of the Black Hills Church in Pied-
mont:

“During a recent Saturday afternoon
while I was preparing to serve at Our
Lady of the Black Hills, I learned first-
hand the workings of the Holy Spirit in
the area of hospitality. 

“As I parked my car, I noticed some-
one sitting in their vehicle by the side
of the church, and I thought, ‘This

woman must be waiting for someone.’
While I organized, the lady eventually
came into the building. 

“I stepped out to greet her, and she
inquired ‘Is this a Catholic Church?’ I
answered that it was and asked her if
she would like to be shown around. She
replied that she would, and we began a
conversation. I introduced myself, and I
could see she was starting to experience
the restful atmosphere of our church.
She said she had a relative that shared
my name. I told her that I was the
church librarian, and she again replied
that her sister was also a librarian. 

“She told me her own name, and we
started to walk around. During our tour,
I stopped to tell her about the baptismal
font and the beautiful stained-glass win-
dows above it. She said she was
Catholic, but hadn’t been to church in a
long while. We stopped to talk at the
main altar and then at the side area
where the tabernacle is located. Another
parishioner was in the church and
greeted her with a smile and a hug. 

“The visitor was impressed with our
church and seemed to enjoy walking
through the building. Later we stopped
at the side alcove with the statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, and then walked
over to the confessional, and stepped

inside. I explained that people could sit
and pray with the priest now, face-to-
face. Then I told her about the Return-
ing Catholics program, which would be
starting soon, but she replied that she
still considered herself to be a Catholic
who never left the church. Then I asked
her if she had time to tour the rest of the
building. 

“Upon walking back up the stairs, I
noticed that Father Steve Biegler was in
his office, so I asked her if she would
like to meet him. I was praying he
wouldn’t be involved in a conference
call and could greet her. When we en-
tered his office, I introduced her and
told Father Steve she might be inter-
ested in visiting our parish. He smiled
and stood to greet her. The Holy Spirit
may have whispered in her ear because
she asked him if she could visit with
him right then. He replied that she
could, so I closed the door and left.
They spent time together conversing. 

“Later, she walked past the library
where I was working, and she was smil-
ing. I gave her a hug and a copy of the
parish bulletin that included the Mass
times for the upcoming weekend. I had
the great pleasure of seeing her at Mass
that next Sunday, as well as several
more that followed. 

“Looking back over the last year,
I’ve realized that my awareness of
‘hospitality’ has increased greatly be-
cause of the emphasis the diocese and
our parish has placed upon its impor-
tance. Notes in the bulletin on the topic
and Father Steve’s sermons have made
me realize that hospitality isn’t meant
only for one designated committee in
the parish, nor is it only the responsi-
bility of the priest. When we are open
to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we can
become instruments of his grace. I was
blessed to participate in the work of the
Holy Spirit at OLBH with this new
parishioner. The incident has encour-
aged me to continue offering hospital-
ity to the stranger.”

What a beautiful story of the power
of an invitation! When one offers hos-
pitality to another, in and through the
promptings of the Holy Spirit, so much
good can be done. The summer months
offer us many opportunities to reach
out to the many visitors and guests
coming through our parish doors. Do
not be afraid to extend an invitation and
to make room for the visitor, the guest
and the stranger in your midst. Your in-
vitation could change the direction of a
life.

Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont (Courtesy Photo)

We can become instruments of God’s grace
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George Weigel

The
Catholic

Difference

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

AUGUST
Universal: Volunteers
That volunteers may give them-
selves generously to the service of
the needy.

Evangelization: Outreach to the
Marginalized
That setting aside our very selves
we may learn to be neighbors to
those who find themselves on the
margins of human life and society

In early June, the distinguished
Catholic editor Dagoberto Valdés
Hernández, a leader of the Cuban dem-
ocratic opposition, gave a lecture at
Georgetown and reprised its main
points later that day at the National En-
dowment for Democracy (on whose bi-
partisan board I serve). Valdés has
thought long and hard about the chal-
lenges of democratic transition in Cuba,
and about the role the Catholic Church
should play in building a post-Castro
future for that island prison. Thus his
hopes for what Pope Francis might ac-
complish in his September visit to Cuba
(prior to his pilgrimage to the World
Meeting of Families in Philadelphia
and his stops in Washington and New
York) are worth pondering — not least
because they likely reflect the views of
many faithful, pro-democracy Cuban
Catholics.

sThe first hope, he said, is for a gen-
uinely pastoral papal visit that encour-
ages the Cuban church, and indeed all
Cubans, that a better future is possible.
This first hope includes a further desire:
that the church offer itself as a mediator

for what Valdés nicely called “the
restoration of democratic relations be-
tween the government (of Cuba) and
the Cuban people.”

sThe second wish is for a visit with a
new take-away quote for everyone to
remember. The 1998 take-away, from
St. John Paul II’s homily at his Mass in
Havana, was “Let Cuba open itself to
the world and let the world open itself
to Cuba.” That’s fine, Valdés said, but
John Paul II’s dyad should now become
a “trinity”; “Let Cuba be open to all
Cubans!”

sThe third hope is that Pope Francis
will encourage the people of Cuba to
write their own future and be  “the pro-
tagonists of our personal and national
history.” That hope reflects the concern
of Valdés, and others in the democratic
opposition to the Castro regime, that the
re-establishment of more normal rela-
tions between the United States and
Cuba has become the occasion for a
new, and false, messianism in Cuba:
Here come the Americans, they’ll fix
everything (a notion shared by at least
some American business people, alas).

In contrast to that false hope, Valdés,
said, “The outcome (in) Cuba (should)
… be determined … by the talent, en-
trepreneurial character, and civil and
political responsibility of all Cubans.”
A papal summons to that kind of com-
mitment would help displace a false
messianism about a “solution from out-
side,” while also addressing the in-
grained, demoralizing despair that no
solution from “inside” is possible. 
Fulfilling these hopes will require

the pope and the Holy See to press the
Cuban regime on several related fronts:
the regime should open public life to
the participation of all Cubans; it should
recognize that religious freedom means
more than permits for churches and
freedom of worship; it should engage
the independent associations of civil so-
ciety as legitimate interlocutors about
Cuba’s future, not as criminals to be
jailed. In short, the regime should
demonstrate a new commitment to
being the servant of the Cuban people
by taking real, tangible steps toward es-
tablishing a legal framework for
democracy, within which Cubans can
work out their own destiny and take re-
sponsibility for their country’s future
progress.  
In order to do this, the reforming

Pope Francis may well wish to break

with the unfortunate precedents set dur-
ing Benedict XVI’s visit to Cuba in
2012. Then, Benedict was ill-served by
a nuncio and an entourage that blocked
his meeting with the democratic oppo-
sition and that let the pope be maneu-
vered into a photo-op with Fidel Castro,
which became the primary image of the
visit. Thus, to take one obvious exam-
ple, Pope Francis might meet and em-
brace the courageous Ladies in White,
who, after Mass each Sunday, march in
support of political prisoners, often
their husbands or sons — and are not
infrequently beaten for their pains by
regime goons.
Cuba 2015 is not Poland 1989.

Dreams of a fast-track democratic tran-
sition tend to obscure the hard work of
reconstruction to be done. May Sep-
tember’s papal visit to Cuba strengthen
a now-nascent Cuban civil society,
which is the foundation on which that
work can proceed. 

George Weigel is Distinguished
Senior Fellow of the Ethics and Public
Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

Thousands of Cubans participate in the parade to commemorate the 
international Labor Day in 2014 in Revolution Square in Havana. Pope Francis
will celebrate Mass in the square Sept. 20 during his Sept. 19-22 visit to Cuba.
(CNS photo/Alejandro Ernesto, EPA) 

Will papal visit inspire reform in Cuban society?
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Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje 

visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

In 
Exile

“Dear children! Also today the Most High gives me the grace to be able to love you
and to call you to conversion. Little children, may God be your tomorrow and not war
and lack of peace; not sorrow but joy and peace must begin to reign in the heart of
every person - but without God you will never find peace. Therefore, little children, 
return to God and to prayer so that your heart may sing with joy. I am with you and I
love you with immeasurable love. Thank you for having responded to my call.”
6/25/15

Today we no longer understand the
value and power of ritual. This is more
than an individual failing. It’s the cul-
tural air we breathe. In the words of
Robert L. Moore, we’ve gone “ritually
tone-deaf.” The effects of this can be
seen everywhere. Allow me two ex-
amples: 

First, we see this today in the fail-
ure by so many couples to grasp the
need to formalize their relationship in
a ceremony of marriage. They make a
private commitment to live together
but feel no need to formalize this be-
fore a civil authority or inside a
church. Their belief is that their love
and private commitment to each other
is all that’s needed. What does a for-
mal ceremony or a church blessing
add to that commitment? The preva-
lent feeling is that a formal ceremony,
ideally even in a church, is nice as a
celebration and as something to please
others, but, beyond that, it adds little
or nothing in terms of anything impor-
tant. What does ritual contribute to ac-
tual life?

Second, we see this same view in
many current attitudes towards
church-going, prayer, and the sacra-
ments. What’s the value of participat-
ing in something when seemingly our
hearts aren’t in it? What’s the value of
going to church when we feel it’s
meaningless? What’s the value of
praying formally when, today, our
hearts are a million miles away from
what our words are saying? Further
still, what’s the value in going to
church or in saying prayers at those
times when we feel a certain positive

Ritual itself can hold and sustain our hearts

repugnance to what we’re doing? In-
deed these questions are often ex-
pressed as an accusation: People are
just going through the motions of
church and prayer, parroting words
that aren’t really meaningful to them,
going through an empty ritual! What’s
the value in that? The value is that the
ritual itself can hold and sustain our
hearts in something deeper than the
emotions of the moment. 

Matthew Crawford, in his recent
book, “The World Beyond Your
Head,” suggests that ritual acts posi-
tively even when our feelings are neg-
ative. His words, “Consider as an
example someone who suffers not
from some raging emotion of lust, re-
sentment, or jealousy … but rather
sadness, discontent, boredom, or an-
noyance. A wife, let us say, feels this

way about her husband. But she ob-
serves a cer-
tain ritual: she
says ‘I love
you’ upon re-
tiring at night.
She says this
not as a report
about her feel-
ings — it is
not sincere —
but neither is
it a lie. What
it is a kind of
prayer. She in-
vokes some-
thing that she
values — the
marital bond
— and in
doing so turns

away from her present discontent and
toward this bond, however elusive it
may be as an actual experience. It has
been said that ritual (as opposed to
sincerity) has ‘subjunctive’ quality to
it: one acts as if some state of affairs
were true, or could be. … It relieves
one of the burden of ‘authenticity’. …
The ritual of saying ‘I love you’ … al-
ters somewhat the marital scene; it
may not express love so much as to
invoke it, by incantation. One spouse
invites the other to join with her in
honoring the marriage, something one
could honor. It is an act of faith in one
another, but also in a third thing,
which is the marriage itself.” 

What Crawford highlights here is
precisely, “a third thing,” that is,
something beyond the emotions of a
given moment and our faith in each
other, namely, the institution of mar-
riage itself as a ritual container, as a
sacrament that can hold and sustain a
relationship beyond the emotions and
feelings of the moment. Marriage, as
an institution, human and divine, is
designed to sustain love inside of and
beyond the emotional and affective
fluctuations that inevitably occur in-

side of every intimate relationship.
Marriage allows two people to con-
tinue to love each other despite bore-
dom, irritation, anger, bitterness,
wound, and, in some cases, even infi-
delity.  The ritual act of getting mar-
ried places one inside that container. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, when preach-
ing at marriage ceremonies, would
frequently give this counsel to cou-
ples, “Today you are much in love and
you feel that love will sustain your
marriage. It won’t. But marriage can
sustain your love.” Being ritually
tone-deaf, we struggle to understand
that. 

The same holds true for church-
going, the sacraments, and private
prayer. It’s not a question of going
through the motions on days when the
feelings aren’t there. Rather it’s going
through the ritual as an incantation, as
an honoring of our relationship to
God, and as an act of faith in prayer.

If we only said “I love you” when
we actually felt that emotion and if we
only prayed when we actually felt like
it, we wouldn’t express love or pray
very often. When we say “I love you”
and when we do formal prayer at
those times when our feelings seem to
belie our words, we aren’t being hypo-
critical or simply going through the
motions, we’re actually expressing
some deeper truths.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, the-
ologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio,
TX. He can be contacted through his
website www.ronrolheiser.com.  
Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

...we no longer
understand the
value and power
of ritual.



NewsJuly 2015 WRC    11

(Part 5 in the Consecrated 
Life series) 

In terms of spiritual growth, which
is the goal of every human being and
of those who are being reshaped by
the Holy Spirit, I am often inspired by
farmers, espe cially here in
South Dakota. If the crop
doesn’t grow, the farmer is
concerned about what’s
wrong. Experts study the
crops in the fields and run
tests. When a Christian
stops growing, spiritual
help is needed. One of the
missionary activities is to
grow spiritually in order to
meet the spiritual needs of
the people I serve. 

Having been in religious life for 26
years, I still have to learn constant ly
about spiritual and pastoral aspects
that in turn will broaden my perspec-
 tive of thinking and develop my 
pas toral ministry in the future. Instead
of letting my energy be absorbed by
any activity around me, I let myself be
en lightened by the Holy Spirit so that

I will be able to see clearly what I
have been doing in the mission field.

Reflecting on mission activities on
the prairie, I come to realize that I am
called to serve people with an open
heart and mind. At the same time, I

need to strengthen my
inner spirit and keep my
life on track. When trials
come, there is no better
way to endure them but
by praying patiently and
at tentively in the pres-
ence of God. A simple
prayer helps us, not only
to deepen our spiritual
life, but also to stay con-
nected with God, other
peo ple, and other crea-

tures around us.
To be aware of God’s presence is

one of the few valuable efforts that
cannot be neglected regarding 
spiritu al growth. In my opinion, no
one can stray from God and remain
healthy. Through the celebration of the
Eucharist and adoration of the 
Eucharist, our life is nourished and

transformed into a better quality of
life. In turn, community life becomes
stronger and healthier. As a result,
community life bears abundant fruit
that is revealed through our life and
ministry.

2015 Year for Consecrated Life: Fr. Vincent Suparman, SCJ

Fr. Vincent 
Suparman, SCJ

Reprinted with permission from
“SCJ News.” Fr. Vincent Suparman,
SCJ, ministers among Native 
Americans on the Lower Brule Indian
Reservation.

Same-sex marriage ruling settles one
legal question, leaves many others
WASHINGTON (CNS) — When the Supreme Court June 26 ruled that mar-
riage licenses cannot be denied to same-sex couples nationwide, it may have
settled one legal issue, but it left many more unanswered questions, particularly
in the realm of religious objections. Within hours of the 5-4 ruling, worried
speculation raised the possibility of repercussions: for religious colleges that
wouldn’t want same-sex spouses in their married student housing; for church-
run social service agencies morally opposed to enabling gay couples to adopt;
and to the tax-exempt status enjoyed by churches that may not want to acknowl-
edge same-sex marriages. Although some critics of the decision suggested
clergy would be required to conduct marriage ceremonies that conflict with
their faiths’ teachings, most legal observers said that clearly would not pass
legal scrutiny. Catholic priests, for instance, already are able to refuse to preside
over weddings of people they believe are unsuited for the sacrament of mar-
riage, even though they are legally entitled to be married. But there are many
other possibilities for legal conflicts arising from objections to same-sex mar-
riage that are rooted in religion. A few states already are acting to protect faith-
based objections. In some places, county clerks quit their jobs rather than issue
marriage licenses. In others, clerks who also didn’t want to issue licenses re-
fused to quit. The 5-4 ruling written by Justice Anthony Kennedy found a right
for same-sex couples to marry under the 14th Amendment to the Constitution,
which provides for equal protection under the law. Kennedy’s opinion gave a
nod to those who believe same-sex marriage to be wrong “based on decent and
honorable religious or philosophical premises.”
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Fr. Mark Horn
On July 2, Father Mark Horn and

Father John Paul Trask were ordained
to the priesthood by Bishop Robert
Gruss at the
Cathedral of
Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help.
The West River
Catholic staff asked the newly 
ordained priests to discuss their 
vocations.  

WRC: What was the key to 
discerning your vocation?

Fr. Horn: Prayer — to be able to
listen to our Lord and hear him call
me. If it weren’t for prayer I would
have talked myself out of the priest-
hood many times. Prayer makes you
be honest and helps you grow in faith. 

WRC: At North American 
College, Rome, what were your 
responsibilities as a deacon?

Fr. Horn: Mainly serving at Mass.
We preached on occasion. In my 
apostolate, I would bring Communion

to the home-
bound, do house 
blessings — be
out with the peo-
ple. If there were

guys in the hall who were sick I would
bring them Communion. 

WRC: How have you grown
closer to Christ in the past year?

Fr. Horn: I’ve learned that I don’t
have to rely only myself. What a priest
does is assist with saving of souls and
Christ will be there with me. 

I would also say I realized just how
much Jesus empties himself and
makes himself poor for our sake. I’ve
never understood this as much before
— it’s opposite of the world’s idea of
strength; he put himself up on the

cross and seems like a failure,
but in fact it’s that saving love
that saves the world and it takes
humility to accept that. It’s good
to be humble and poor as he
was.

WRC: Can you describe your 
experience during the ordination?

Fr. Horn: I experienced God’s love
and his acceptance. There was no
doubt in my mind what he was calling
me to and confirming my vocation at
that moment. Sometimes it was 
overwhelming and brought tears. It
surprised me how underwhelming it
was too. After bishop laid hands on
me and prayed the consecratory
prayer, I immediately thought “I don’t

feel any different, but it 
happened — I’m a priest.”

WRC: What was it like the first
time you consecrated the host?

Fr. Horn: When I first took the
bread in my hands and I knelt down I
thought “do you know what you just
did?” It was really amazing getting up
— knowing what I had just done was
by the faith and the power of the 
sacraments. 

Bishop Robert Gruss pours the oil of Chrism on the hands of newly ordained 
Fr. Mark Horn. Fr. Michel Mulloy and altar server Dillon Johnson look on. 
(WRC photos by Becky Berreth)

Father Mark Horn 
Father John Paul Trask

Congratulations

May God’s blessings be upon you as you are anointed to share 
in the Priesthood of Christ. You are remembered in our prayers 

as you begin your ministry to our diocese. 

605-348-5228
708 St. Joseph St. 
Rapid City SD 57701

Fr. Mark Horn is assigned as 
Parochial Vicar of St. Joseph, Spearfish;

St. Paul, Belle Fourche; 
and St. Mary Star of the Sea, Newell.

In the Apostolic tradition,
Bishop Robert Gruss lays
hands on Deacon Mark Horn 
ordaining him a priest.

Thank you to all who
have helped me in 
saying “yes” to 

God’s call. May he 
bless you richly!

—Fr. Mark Horn
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Fr. John Paul Trask
WRC: What was the key to 

discerning your vocation?
Fr. Trask: Prayer was definitely the

initial key; prayer and faith — just
knowing the fact that God knows what
is best for me and knows what will
make me happiest.

WRC: At Theological College,
Washington, D.C., what were your
responsibilities as a deacon?

Fr. Trask: We were on a rotating
schedule of liturgies. Once a month I
would serve in some way as a deacon
– serving at Mass or leading a Holy
Hour. On the weekends we had a
parish assignment in
the Washington,
D.C. area. With that
assignment I would
occasionally take
Communion to the
sick, help with
RCIA, and I sat in
on  parish council
meetings — gaining
experience in parish
life.

WRC: How have you grown
closer to Christ in the past year?

Fr. Trask: I have been able to 
recognize that my prayer life is a 
relationship and not a schedule — it
isn’t something I need to force. It’s

Thank you to all who prayed for
me at my ordination July 2 and

to those who sent me cards. Truly
I am blessed to serve in this 
diocese. I hope to show my 

gratitude by my service. 
— Fr. John Paul Trask

(Left) Bishop Robert Gruss anoints Fr. John Paul Trask’s hands with Chrism oil.
(Above) Fr. Trask distributing Communion during Mass. (Below) Fr. Trask gives
his first priestly blessing to the bishop. (WRC photos by Becky Berreth.)

been a great awakening for me.
WRC: Can you describe your 

experience during the ordination?
Fr. Trask: I was a little nervous at

first seeing some of the people, but
hearing the readings, especially the
letter to the Hebrews, calmed me. It
was a powerful reading about 
knowing the weakness of the people
because we to are beset by weak-
nesses. I am just one of a number here
and I’m just called to serve in a 
different way. After that I was able to
enter into the prayer of the ordination
more deeply. 

WRC: What
was it like the
first time you
consecrated the
host?

Fr. Trask: I
was a little con-
cerned about
doing things cor-
rectly, but I tuned
in and was aware
of what I was

doing. When I said “This is my body”
I was thinking “I’m holding the body
of the Lord, in this mysterious way, in
my hands.” It made me feel unworthy
in the sense that I see the gap between
where I am and where I ought to be.

Fr. John Paul Trask is assigned as
Parochial Vicar of All Saints Parish,
Eagle Butte and its missions on the

Cheyenne River Reservation: 
Immaculate Conceptions, Bridger;

St. Joseph, Cherry Creek; 
Sacred Heart, Dupree; 
St. Catherine, Promise; 

Sacred Heart, Red Scaffold; 
St. Joseph, Ridgeview; and 
St. Therese, White Horse.
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Anna Berens...................................................................................12,000.00
Margaret Biggs .................................................................................1,000.00
Fr. D. Craig Cower............................................................................8,550.00
Anonymous..........................................................................................633.26
Dosch, Jerome and Pius ................................................................40,000.00
Fr. Christopher Scadron ......................................................................380.00
Emma Smith .....................................................................................1,000.00
Hazel Smith ......................................................................................1,000.00
Valades Family .................................................................................9,000.00
Frank & Margaret Woster .................................................................2,531.00

PRAA Board Chair Fr. Kerry Prendiville 
For information on donating to PRAA Memorial Burse, contact 

Finance Manager Suzanne Lambert, 343-3541.

PRAA Memorial Burses
Interest from these donations is used to support retired priests.

Diocesan Seminarian Burses (as of 6/30/15)

Appreciation is extended to Gerald and Mary Jean Bollinger for contributing to the Bollinger burse;
Fr. D. Craig Cower for contributing to the Cower burses; Rev. Daniel Smith for contributing to the
Deisch burse; Fr. Ron Garry for contributing to the Garry burse; Donald Miller for establishing the
Miller Burse; the CDA, Maria Goretti #1584, Colome, for contributing to the Padula burse; and an
anonymous donor for contributing to the Scherer burse. Thank you to the many donors who have
donated to the Rath burse and Kovarik Memorial Fund. 

Lux, Peter & Gertrude  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
McManus, Lyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00
McManus, Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00
McNaboe, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Meade, Fr. Cornelius  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,720.00
Meyer, Dillen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Miller, Donald and Kathleen  . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Morvay, Fr. Andrew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33,000.00
Muldoon, Fr. Ralph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,375.00
Nemec, Ed & Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000.00
O’Connell, Msgr. William  . . . . . . . . . .23,000.00
O’Doherty, Fr. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800.00
O’Dowd, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,650.00
Padula, Fr. Dominic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,571.20
Plante, Fr. Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93,055.92
Prendiville Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,735.00
Rath, Deacon Vern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,317.00
Reedy, Camille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .929.00
Roach, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,346.00
Ruud, Donna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.00
St. Anthony-Hot Springs  . . . . . . . . . . .3,547.72
St. Francis of Assisi-Sturgis . . . . . . . . .9,922.55
St. Joseph-Mud Butte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250.00
St. Joseph-Scenic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,070.78
St. Mary-Lemmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,371.00
St. Mary-Newell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
St. Paul-Belle Fourche  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .750.00
St. Therese-RC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,610.00
Scherer, Fr. Gerald N. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .880.00
Schofield, Mary Ellen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00
Sonn, Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00
Szalay, Fr. Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7,300.00
Thompson, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . .133,693.76
Tunnissen, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,400.00
Vannix, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,000.00
Welsh, Bishop Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Whiteside, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,600.00
Zacher, Catherine & Eugene  . . . . . . . .2,525.00
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Kadoka . . . . . . . . . . . . . .340.00
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Midland  . . . . . . . . . . . . .790.00

Other funds 
Leo “Pete” Berens Memorial Fund  . . .323,339.21
Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Fund . . . .70,655.89

Ambur, Irene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,562.42
Baskerville, Doreen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,420.00
Bell, John M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Berning, Fr. Francis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,105.00
Bertrand, Howard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Blessed Virgin Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,517.00
Bollinger, Gerald & Mary Jean-Lead  . .34,136.19
Bourassa, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00
Budmayr, Minnie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,797.00
Cahoy, Emil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Callahan, Mabel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19,750.00
Carr, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .915.25
Caswell, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00
Costigan, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . .30,836.67
Cower, Fr. D. Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,625.00
Cower, Robert H. & Blanche A.  . . . .17,625.00
Cower, Rod H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,725.00
Dauwen, Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Davies, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000.00
Decker, Maude Cower  . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00
Deisch, Fr. Raymond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,155.00
DeMers, Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00
Dimmerling, Bishop Harold  . . . . . . . .43,836.14
Diskin, Fr. William  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,316.28
Donahoe, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .700.00
Dosch, Pius and Jerome  . . . . . . . . . .40,000.00
Doyle, Msgr. Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,375.00
Drew, Msgr. Bernard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,488.00
Dries, Theodore & Gretchen  . . . . . . .12,369.56
Dube, Msgr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00
Erhardt Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335,496.56
Falzone, Mauriece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000.00
Fencl, Fr. Leonard SJ.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Feuerbach, Msgr. Leo  . . . . . . . . . . . .80,289.53
Garry, Russel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .950.00
Gorman, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,534.00
Gravel, Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,650.00
Groell, Fr. John  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Healy, Msgr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,558.00
Igoe, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,485.00
Jones, Netta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Krebs, Ernest & Frank  . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00
Krebs, Lewis & Abbie . . . . . . . . . . . . .52,076.06
LaCroix, Trude  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00

Action brings hospitality to life

(Right) Kim Whitney, Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, asks a
question during “The Summit.” (Below)
Father Mark McCormick, director of Stew-
ardship, addresses a small group session 
titled, “It Comes from the Heart.”
(WRC photos by Becky Berreth)

By WRC Staff 

Clergy and lay speakers addressed
the many ways invitations can change
the course of peoples’ lives at “The
Summit.”  

The Office of Stewardship hosted
the gathering June 12-13 at Terra
Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City.
According to Father Mark McCormick,
director of Stewardship, there are plans
to continue the workshops annually
and, of course, to invite Catholics from
across the Diocese of Rapid City. 

Bishop Robert Gruss was the princi-
pal speaker. He explained to the 300
people attending how invitations
moved him from being a lukewarm
Catholic to becoming a bishop. 

He continued, “The Lord is very ac-
tively involved many times in the invi-
tations that are extended to us from
others, especially when having to do
with our faith life. For all of us there are
many invitations along the way. They
can be very important, but do we al-
ways recognize them? How often do we
dismiss them?” The bishop said ignor-

ing invitations can cause opportunities
for growth or for profound and even
life changing experiences to be lost. 

In addition to getting regular church
goes more involved, he said collection
envelopes should not be the first thing
a new person receives. “Have visitors
stand-up and give them a holy card or
something that shows they are wel-
come,” he said. Also, he urged the 
audience to get out of their comfort
zone and move beyond pulpit and 
bulletin announcements to face-to-face
invitations. 

Father McCormick advocated read-
ing the Bible and developing a personal
relationship with Jesus. He asked if
anyone could name a moment of
change in their lives. “When you feel
the Holy Spirit in your heart — move!
When your faith comes alive your are
contagious.”
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The famous Olympian Bruce 
Jenner made headlines recently when
he told ABC News, “For all intents
and purposes, I’m a woman … That
female side is part of me. That’s who I
am.” He has been receiving hormonal
treatments to acquire feminine traits,
and is not yet sure whether he
will undergo surgery to 
“complete” the process. His
dramatic case raises impor-
tant ethical and medical
concerns about 
properly understanding
our identity and
respecting the
given order of our 
bodies.

Suppose a man
were to declare that his real
identity, in his innermost self,
was that of a pirate, and that he had 
always been aware of it from his earli-
est childhood. If he were to decide, in
order to more fully conform to that
inner identity, to have his hand surgi-
cally removed so that he could have a
hook installed in its place, this would
surely indicate a serious mental condi-
tion on his part, and counseling, along
with other psychiatric interventions,
would be appropriate, rather than 
encouraging medical mutilation.

Or we might consider the strange
case of Chloe-Jennings White, a 58
year old woman from Salt Lake City,
Utah, who, although perfectly healthy,
has a deep-seated desire to become
paralyzed, even to the point of being
willing to pay a surgeon to sever her
spine to make her a paraplegic. As a
young girl, whenever she saw some-
body with leg braces, she asked why
she couldn’t have her own set. Ever
since, she has dreamed of being para-
lyzed from the waist down and says
that she sometimes goes skiing in the
hopes that an accident will render her
paraplegic: “I ski extremely fast, and
aim for the most dangerous runs.” She
likewise fantasizes about having a car

Changing my body to “match” my identity?
accident to make her paralyzed. In the
meantime, she lives her life as if she
were a paraplegic, putting braces
around her legs, and riding around in a
wheelchair. She suffers from what has

been termed “Body
Integrity Iden-
tity Disorder,”

or BIID, a rare disor-
der in which individu-

als lack a proper
sense of bodily
identity and 
reject their
own limbs.
Some experts
believe it is
caused by a

neurological 
disorder in which

the brain’s mapping system fails to
recognize particular parts of the body.

If a surgeon were to sever her
spine, even with her consent, broad
condemnation would quickly follow
from inside and outside the medical
profession, given that her limbs are
healthy, and she is really battling a
mental disorder. Various commenta-
tors have reacted strongly to her story,
noting the irony of so many people
who have become crippled due to
tragic accidents and yearn for even the
most basic forms of mobility, even as
White seeks to mutilate her body and
do violence to her own functional in-
tegrity. It doesn’t take much reflection
to appreciate how the powers of medi-
cine are meant for healing our bodies,
not for harming and maiming them.

Yet this kind of clear thinking
seems to get easily sidelined when
people discuss medical interventions
for individuals who are convinced that
they are actually members of the 
opposite sex. Dr. Paul McHugh, who
served as psychiatrist-in-chief at the
Johns Hopkins Hospital for more than
two decades, was one of the first to
raise concerns about transgender 
approaches that rely on hormones and

surgeries. He noted that even though
follow-up studies of sex-change 
patients may have indicated satisfac-
tion with the outcome on the part of
the patients, the numerous psychologi-
cal problems they experienced prior to
their surgeries, problems with emo-
tions, relationships, work, and self-
identity remained unchanged. 
Dr. McHugh concluded that “to 
provide a surgical alteration to the
body of these unfortunate people was
to collaborate with a mental disorder
rather than to treat it.” Indeed, al-
though some people may clamor to
have their spine severed, to have a
healthy limb removed, or to have sex
change operations, the recognition of
the seriousness of the underlying 
psychiatric issues should only
strengthen our resolve to protect the
human dignity and authentic 
personal identity of these patients by
declining their requests for any form
of medical mutilation.

Nonetheless, misguided notions
about personal identity continue to
gain a foothold in our society. The
opening line of the recent Supreme
Court decision legalizing gay “mar-
riage,” to cite but one example, 
declares that liberty means “specific
rights that allow persons, within a
lawful realm, to define and express

their identity.” This kind of confused
language about allowing people to
“define their identity” ignores the 
crucially important truth that numer-
ous aspects of our identity, especially
those related to our bodily and sexual
identity, are pre-determined, objective
goods that we are called to recognize
and respect in the choices we make.
Respecting objective goods stands at
the heart of the project of moral 
reasoning. Whether considering the 
integrity of our arms and legs or the
integrity of our sexual constitution,
proposals for chemical or surgical 
mutilation of these faculties will 
understandably raise concerns among
reasonable and caring people.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work
at Harvard. He is a priest of the 
diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The
National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D

Making
Sense of
Bioethics
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socialjusticesd.com
socialjustice@diorc.org

Social Justice Commission
of the Rapid City Diocese

Fall Workshop:
“Continuing Steps:

Building a Just Society”

Saturday, Oct. 17, 2015
8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Bishop Gruss, along with multiple 
speakers and numerous vendors will 
be present to continue the dialogue 

of building a just society

Register at terrasancta.org/sjc2015

Registrations fee prior to Sept. 15: $25
After Sept 15: $30

Scholarships available

MARCH LIFE
January 20-23, 2016
Travel to Washington D.C. with 
Fr. Tim Hoag and thousands
of others to March for Life!

Families; Youth groups (16+); Newman
Clubs; young adults; Pro-Life members
and all who want to be inspired to 

continue the fight for life are welcome!

Limited Space available.
Reserve your place now!

Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.
canterburypilgrimages.com

reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com

FOR

SAVE THE DATES!

Books help children learn about faith-based action
Two new books by Jill Rauh, with the goal of helping children connect with

the idea of faith-based action, have been developed by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. They illustrate the “two feet of Christian love” in action: so-
cial justice and charitable works, Rauh said.

“Green Street Park,” written for children in kindergarten through second
grade, tells the story of children playing in a park who encounter trash and over-
grown brush. Inspired by St. Francis of Assisi’s love of creation, the children or-
ganize a plan to clear the debris and plant a community garden to beautify the
park.

“Drop by Drop,” intended for second through fourth graders, focuses on the
actions of students at a Catholic school who step up to raise money for water
projects in Africa. They act after hearing the story of a young girl, Sylvie, in
Burkina Faso. Sylvie yearns to attend school, but cannot because she spends
much of her day collecting water from a river miles away from home for her
family. That changes when the village gets a well, inspiring the American stu-
dents to act to help other communities.

The books are accompanied by “Pray Me a Story” guides developed by Loy-
ola Press. The books and guides are being promoted to schools and parish school
of religion activities. Books and materials available at http://www.loyola
press.com/ search for “two feet of love in action.”

New Website to help Catholics be salt and light
WeAreSaltAndLight.org, a new

website of U.S. bishops’ Department
of Justice, Peace and Human Devel-
opment, helps Catholics respond to
Jesus’ call to be “salt of the earth”
and “light of the world” (Mt. 5:13-
16).

The website includes:
sInspiring stories of real Catholic

communities being Salt & Light 
sMore than 100 resources on

praying, reaching out, learning and
acting together 

sAssessment tools to find ways to
grow as faith-filled disciples at home
and abroad

sA 1-minute introductory video

on responsive design, for usability
on handheld devices, WeAreSaltAn-
dLight.org equips Catholics to live
out Pope Francis’ call to “go forth”
on mission. It also seeks to help
Catholic communities carry out the
vision of the U.S. bishops’ landmark
document, “Communities of Salt &
Light: Reflections on the Social Mis-
sion of the Parish”
(http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/what-we-believe/ catholic-
social-teaching/communities-of-salt-
and-light-reflections-on-the-social-
mission-of-the-parish.cfm) or on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
wearesaltandlight.

‘Gift box’ introduces 
problems of trafficking
TORONTO (CNS) — With thousands ex-
pected in Toronto for the July 10-26
Pan Am Games, Faith Alliance to End
Human Trafficking’s gift box project is
aimed at sharing with guests the hor-
rors of selling souls. Designed to resem-
ble an open gift box, those who come
upon it during the Pan Am Games and
the Aug. 7-15 Parapan Am Games are
able to step inside the structure’s 161-
square-foot footprint, where they will
be exposed to the plight of human traf-
ficking, the hardships associated with
the crime as well as information re-
garding who to contact if human traf-
ficking is suspected. The project “will
educate people about the very real,
local face of human trafficking and em-
power them to take action to end it,”
said Kelly Colwell, the project’s coordi-
nator. Students from the OCAD Univer-
sity designed the box, which stands
almost 13 feet tall. Those who visit the
display will be welcomed by volunteers
armed with information and ambition
to spread awareness. Suyeon Hsu, left,
along with other designers for Faith Al-
liance to End Human Trafficking, un-
wraps a “gift box” outside St. James
Anglican Cathedral in downtown
Toronto, July 7. (CNS photo/Evan
Boudreau, The Catholic Register)

Inspirational stories
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Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora

By Sr. Florence 
McManamen, OSB

Father Robert Whiteside, a beloved
priest of the Rapid City Diocese, now
deceased, used a frequent phrase in his
philosophy classes in referring to any
related topic, “They are somewhat the
same but a whole lot different.” Eight
different religious orders participated in
the recent Girls’ Totus Tuus Camp held
at Terra Santa Retreat Center in June.
The religious orders attending Totus
Tuus represent a small percentage of the
hundreds of religious communities in
the United States. All of the religious
communities serve God and the people
of God in many varied ministries. Some
communities are dedicated primarily to
the medical field,  to teaching, to the
care of the elderly, the poor, unwed
mothers, handicapped children or other
social needs. There are those religious
orders whose members focus chiefly on
prayer, the making of altar breads, ado-
ration, publishing religious materials
and other spiritual ministries.

The Benedictine Sisters of St. Mar-
tin’s Monastery are a monastic commu-
nity. All of these varied religious
communities are like the many points
of a crystal or a garden of flowers giv-
ing glory to God and serving people in
multiple ways.

St. Benedict of Nursia, who lived in
the fourth century, is known as the
Founder of Western Monasticism. He

The new monastery sign and Sisters Carol Kovarik, Florence McManamen,
Edna Marie Stephenson, and Mary Wegher, postulate Mary Ruth Kayute, and
Sister Lorane Coffin. (Courtesy photo)

Susan Meyer 2015-16 President of 
Catholic Social Services
Susan Meyer (second from right) was elected President of the CSS Board of Di-
rectors for Fiscal 2016 at the regular Board meeting on June 4. Joining Susan
on the Executive Committee are (from left to right) Cassie Ward-
Treasurer, Lisa Wesolick-Secretary, Jim Kinyon-Executive Director and Susan
Raposa-Vice President. Four new Board members were also elected for three
year terms: Brenda Wills, Deacon Marlon Leneaugh, Matt Stone and Sherri
Raforth. Catholic Social Services’ Mission is to share in Christ’s ministry of
offering hope, promoting Individual human dignity and strengthening families
and communities by providing professional social services to people of all
faiths in western South Dakota. (Courtesy photo)

wrote the holy rule as a “way of life”
for those who wished to seek God
through the support of other seekers of
God bonding together in community.
In his rule, both work and prayer, “Ora
et Labora” were important as was “lis-
tening with the ear of your heart.” St.
Benedict often referred to the commu-
nity as the school of the Lord’s service
and he used the family as a model in his
structure of love and “humanness.” For
these reasons St. Benedict liked to keep
his communities rather small. Since he
usually started another community after
a group numbered twelve, many
monasteries emerged in Europe and
later throughout the world. Through the
centuries, however, many monasteries
faced persecution and were forced to
close.

Although not much is known of St.
Benedict’s twin sister, Scholastica, she
is credited with starting the Benedictine
monastic communities for women reli-
gious. In the early centuries, the
women’s monasteries were mostly
cloistered. When the Benedictine Sis-
ters arrived in the United States they be-
came involved in schools and hospitals.
The schools, resident halls, and hospi-
tals needed many dedicated personnel
to serve in the kitchens, offices, labs,
and laundry so Benedictine women
were never known for a specific min-
istry. The criteria for the acceptance of
a new member is, “Does she really seek

God? The “focus” of Benedictine Life
is the Adoration of God and prayer for
the church through the Liturgy of the
Hours, the liturgical celebration of
Mass, Scripture, Lectio Divina, prayer
requests, personal prayer and study.

The sisters now serve with their varied
talents in monastery works, diocesan
and parish activities, hospitality, tutor-
ing, spiritual direction, ministry to the
elderly, and wherever a need arises and
as “teachers” of future life in eternity.

Catholic Social Services and the Diocese of Rapid City have a 
full-time opportunity for an experienced grant writer. Responsibilities 
include: Working with Department Heads and Program Directors to
determine funding needs, researching appropriate funding needs and
grant opportunities, preparation of proposals and applications to 
public and private funding agencies, and compliance with the required
follow-up reporting requirements.

Salary DOE. Benefit Package. Accepting cover letters and resumes
until August 8.
Send resume and letter of application to: CSS, 529 Kansas City

Street, Rapid City, SD 57701

Newly Created Position

Religious Orders serve many roles
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By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

The valley was filled with the heart-
beat of the Lakota Nation as drums
echoed in harmony and singers sang
traditional Lakota song. Each person in
attendance turned a shovel of dirt from
Mother Earth to commemorate this his-
toric event. On June 22, Thunder Val-
ley Development Corporation hosted a
ground breaking ceremony at their
thirty-nine acre site located north of
Sharps Corner. The festivities initiated
the birth of a regenerative self-sustain-
ing and self-sufficient community lo-
cated on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation. Ultimately the site will
feature single family and multifamily
residences, a youth shelter, a childcare
facility, and commercial and industrial
buildings as well as community gar-
dens.

Hundreds of people attended the

Thunder Valley ground breaking celebrated
event from across the nation and the
State of South Dakota, but none more
important than the hundreds of Lakota
youth and families who came to be a
part of the festivities. The mission of
Thunder Valley is “to empower Lakota
youth and families to improve the
health, culture and environment of all
communities, through healing and the
strengthening of cultural identity.”

Once completed, Thunder Valley
will serve as a model for community
development. It reflects a modern com-
munity that utilizes green technology
and modern energy efficient building
practices, and incorporates the Lakota
culture and intrinsic values into its orig-
inal scope of work. 

Thunder Valley Development Cor-
poration is one of many organizations
supported by the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development. It received a
$55,000 grant this year. The organiza-

tions selected for funding by CCHD are
evaluated locally and nationally before
the proposals are submitted to the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops for final approval. The activi-
ties of the organization are being
watched by many tribes and commu-
nity development organizations
throughout the United States. The de-
velopment process and goals of the or-
ganization are exemplary and other
places want to replicate many of the
facets involved in other low income
areas or reservations.  

The open house and ground break-
ing ceremony was encouraging for na-
tive communities everywhere,

especially on the Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion where poverty and a shortage of
housing is critical.

I invite you to view the video of
Thunder Valley at www.thunderval
ley.org.

I think you will find the video hope-
ful and inspiring.

Let us pray for the success of the
model community at Thunder Valley. 

Those present at the June 22 Thunder Valley Development Corporation groundbreaking
took up shovels and turned the earth to make way for affordable, sustainable housing
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. More than 30 houses will take advantage of read-
ily available resources — clay for walls, straw for insulation and sunshine for solar
power. The tipis represent traditional Lakota shelter. (Photo by Dcn. Marlon Leneaugh)

To receive guidelines for Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development
grants or a pre-application form contact
Dcn. Marlon Leneaugh at 605-343-3541, 
MLeneaughSr@diorc.org or write to 
PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709.



In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death
anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Every effort has been made to have a com-
plete list. Birthdays: August 6, Fr. Brian Christensen and Fr. Mark Horn; August 14, Fr.
Arnold Kari; August 17, Fr. Timothy Castor; August 31, Fr. John Hatcher, SJ. Necrology:
August 5, 1967, Francis Monighan; August 10, 1967, William Boyd; August 12, 1950, Al-
fred Abler; August 14, 1961, William Parry, SJ; August 15, 1928, Leo Scherer, OSB; Au-
gust 16, 1941, Silvester Lehmen, OSB; August 16, 1979, Martin Schlitz, SJ; August 19,
1936, John Hoey; August 22, 1887, Patrick Colovin, CSC; August 22, 1996, Patrick
O’Connor; August 24, 1966, John O’Hara; August 25, 1972, Cecil Folkins; August 30,
1970, Michael Thompson; August 31, 1939, John Fitzgerald.
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World Meeting of Families package includes:
Round trip airfare from Rapid City Regional Airport (including airport taxes and fuel surcharges, subject 

to change), hotel for 6 nights at the Microtel Inn and Suites, West Chester, PA (or similar), breakfast daily at
the hotel, 2 dinners at restaurants in the Philadelphia area, luxury motor coach transportation, 

assistance of a Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours representative while in Philadelphia, 
sightseeing in historic Philadelphia as well as visit to the various shrines.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE COST ARE THE FOLLOWING:
World Meeting of Families Conference Registration Fee 

and anything not listed above 

Per person cost
$1875 (double occupancy)

www.canterburypilgrimages.com ~ reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com
166 South River Rd. Suite 110, Bedford, NH 03110

for further information, call: 800-653-0017
Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.

You must register for the WMF in addition to the Pilgrimage

Join Fathers 
Tyler Dennis, 

and
Jonathan Dillon 

http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/plan-your-visit/register/ 
World Meeting of Families Registration

Only 7 spots left!

Job Openings
The Diocese of Rapid City is seeking a Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry.
Function: To develop ministry opportunities, provide training, support and 
resources in the diocese for youth and young adult ministry. Qualifications:
Practicing Catholic, Bachelor’s degree, preferably in theology/ catechetics or
related field, willingness to pursue a catechetical degree/certification, past 
experience in parish youth ministry, understands, supports, and articulates the
philosophy of the Catholic faith as taught by the church, love of youth and 
understanding of the developmental stages of middle and high school youth,
organized, excellent communication and leadership skills, requires energy and
willingness to travel throughout the diocese and outreach to pastors and parish
youth ministers. Application Process: Interested individuals should send a
resumé and letter by e-mail or postal mail listing three professional references
along with a completed application form that can be downloaded from the
diocesan website at: http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/.
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package. 
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive, 
Rapid City SD 57701 or msimonson@diorc.org

The Diocese of Rapid City is seeking an Administrative Assistant for the
Office of Vocations and Stewardship.
Function: To support the work of the Office of Vocations and Stewardship.
Qualifications: Practicing Catholic. High School Diploma, strong administra-
tive, secretarial and computer skills, detail oriented, high  degree of confiden-
tiality and dependability, ability to multi-task. Excellent proofreading and
communication skills. Application Process: Interested individuals should
send a  resume and letter by e-mail or postal mail listing three professional 
references along with a completed application form that  can be downloaded
from the diocesan website at: http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/ 
employment/.
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive, 
Rapid City SD 57701 or msimonson@diorc.org

Archbishop Blase J. Cupich at pallium blessing
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The church wants pastors who are unafraid of persecu-
tion, are angels of hope and charity, and are convincing witnesses with a life
rooted in prayer and the Gospel, Pope Francis told new archbishops. “It’s quite
simple, because the most effective and authentic witness is one that does not
contradict, by behavior and lifestyle,” what one preaches and teaches, he said
during a Mass celebrating the feasts of Sts. Peter and Paul June 29. Forty-six

archbishops representing 34 countries, who were
named over the course of the last year, were invited
to come to Rome to concelebrate the feast day Mass
with Pope Francis. Among those invited to concele-
brate were Archbishops John C. Wester of Santa Fe,
New Mexico; Blase J. Cupich of Chicago; Denis
Grondin of Rimouski, Quebec; Anthony Fisher of Syd-
ney; Eamon Martin of Armagh, Northern Ireland; and
Kieran O’Reilly of Cashel and Emly, Ireland. This
year, however, the pope set aside an element that
had been part of the Mass for the past 32 years, by
no longer conferring the pallium on new archbishops
during the liturgy. The archbishops were to be pres-
ent for the pope’s blessing of the palliums in order
to underline their bond of unity and communion with

him. But the actual imposition of the woolen band was to take place in the
archbishop’s archdiocese in the presence of his faithful and bishops from
neighboring dioceses. Archbishop Cupich told CNS, “Our faith holds us together
— our faith isn’t something just we hold, but (it) holds us, and our testimony is
our ability to be able to share the message of Christ and listen to the witness
of other people, too.” (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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RAPID CITY — The Cathedral
or Our Lady of Perpetual
Help had Summer Saint
School, June 1-4, with 130
participants registered. 
Children studied St. Luke, 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux, 
St. John Paul II, and Christ’s
truths given to the apostles,
including word and tradi-
tion. Each child made a
paracord survival bracelet
to remind them of what
ways the church helps our
spiritual survival through
studying the lives of the
saints.The week closed with
Mass and a potluck 
picnic. 

SUMMER SAINT SCHOOL
ST. FRANCIS — The Body, Mind
and Soul Camps, presented
this summer by St. Francis
Mission, incorporate religious
teaching with Lakota stories,
art and culture. “Over the
years, we’ve found that there
are a lot of children attend-
ing from the Rosebud 
Reservation who have heard
very little about their own
culture,” said Jennifer Black
Bear, Director of Religious 
Education at the mission.
“Our program is a way for us
to educate them about
Lakota culture through 
stories, personal experiences
and crafts.” Campers attend
a morning session that 
focuses on religion and an
after lunch session on the
Lakota culture. The camps
are staffed by the mission 
religious education staff as
well as volunteers. 

BODY, MIND AND SOUL CAMPS

(Photos courtesy Corrie Oberdin)(Photos courtesy Linda Baldwin)
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You’re invited

2015 FOUNDER’S AWARD HONOREE
Fr. William Pauly, SJ (1947-2006)

Superior of Holy Rosary Jesuit Community in Pine Ridge (1989-2006)

Fr. William Pauly, SJ
(1947-2006)

Superior of the Holy Rosary 
Jesuit Community in Pine Ridge

from 1989-2006
Founders Award Honoree

Fr. Thomas Lawler, SJ
Provincial of the Wisconsin
Province Society of Jesus

Keynote Speaker

2:30-5 p.m.    Saturday September 20, 2015
LaCroix Ballroom    Rushmore Plaza Civic Center

Rapid City, South Dakota
Refreshments and Hors d’oeuvres
$20 per person (reserved seating)

Please RSVP by September 11, 2015
605-348-6086

www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com (PayPal)

l

l

l l

ORDER OF SAINT BENEDICT AWARD

Annual Banquet

to attend

2015 Honorees:
Gogie Enstad    Stephanie Hurd    Chuck and Barbara Lien

css@cssrapidcity.com
529 Kansas City Street, Suite 100   Rapid City, SD 57701

Susan Meyer President 

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young 
people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the
Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in
her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418
(cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will
be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report
alleged abuse to civil authorities. 
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct 
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The 
diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

Music Instructors: Nicholas and Elizabeth Lemme

What: Five days of musical instruction in Gregorian Chant 
culminating in a 12:30 p.m. Mass on Friday, chanted by all 
the camp participants.

When:August 10-14, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Where: Immaculate Conception Church, Rapid City

Who:Youth ages 8-14

Tuition: $50 per child, $125 per family (3+).
Limited scholarships available.

How: Email Tiffany Brett at Tabrett68@gmail.com or call her at
605-393-9853 to register or if there are any questions

regorian Chant 
Summer Camp
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Dear Family and Friends,
Thank you for your abundant 
outpouring of love, prayers, kindness,
condolences, friendship and charity
as we experienced the loss of our
dearly beloved Joe on June 8. 

The children and I are so moved with gratitude
and thanksgiving for your generosity. We thank
everyone for the Masses, prayers, memorials,
flowers, phone calls, texts, visits, meals, gift
cards, hugs, and genuine love.

With love in Christ,
Brenda, Jacob, Bridget & Joseph Schneller

Take an extra 10% off on clearance 
merchandise now through August 15th

605-348-5228
708 St. Joseph St. 
Rapid City SD 57701

BLESSED SACRAMENT
CHURCH, Rapid City — 
Mark Biggs visits with
Bishop Robert Gruss 
following the dedication of
the Blessed Sacrament
Cross, June 24. The cross is
based on a cross on Mt.
Kricevac, Medjugorje. The
“33 Cross” is 33 feet tall
representing the 33 years
Jesus lived on earth, the
33rd year of Medjugorje 
visionary messages, and it
is made of 33 cubic yards
of concrete. It is also 12
feet wide — one for each
apostle. The base of the
cross is filled with donated
blessed objects, including
25 first class relics and a
relic of the true cross.
(Photo courtesy 
Don LeFevre) 

Ft. Pierre celebration
Parishioners of St. John the Evangelist parish, Ft. Pierre, celebrated daily
Mass July 6, with two former priests and their current pastor — (Bottom row,
center) Father Mark McCormick (2011-2014), Father Ron Garry (2014-
current), and Fr. Brian Christensen (2005-2010). Father Christensen, who is
serving at North American College, Rome, was in the Diocese of Rapid City for
the  ordination Mass held July 2. (Courtesy photo)

Concrete cross dedicated
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‘Wake Up the World’
Totus Tuus Girls Camp was held June 22-26 at Terra Sancta. This year’s theme
was “Wake up the World.” Ninety-six girls, grades seven through high school,
participated in games, campfires, swimming, Mass, and adoration. They also
listened to vocations talks. In addition to young adult leaders, 16 sisters rep-
resenting eight religious orders led the group with Sister Jody Sowers, Belle
Fourche, serving as the master of the ceremonies. (Above) Shelbi Blankartz,
Rapid City; Sidney Snyder, Custer; and Julianne Thomsen, Edgemont; partici-
pate in a game of human foosball. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

125 years of faith in Hot Springs
St. Anthony of Padua parishioners play a game during the 125th anniversary
picnic. Bishop Robert Gruss celebrated the June 14 Mass, which was followed
by an open house at the church, and a social hour with a catered dinner at a
local restaurant. (Courtesy photo)

Bighorn Mountains Young Adult Retreat 
August 3-6, 2015 — Deadline for registration is July 28. Talk about the spiritual life and 

discernment, celebrate daily Mass and spend time in prayer and fellowship. 
Cost: $60 — Limited space. For young adults (18 or older). Registration form can be down-

loaded at www.Gods-call.org under the EVENTS tab.

Steubenville of the Rockies
Ninety high school students from the diocese attended Steubenville of the
Rockies, June 19-21, in Denver, Colo. This year’s theme was “Limitless” based
on John 10:10, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

(Courtesy photo)



Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,

limited adult audiences, films whose 
problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.

Now 
PlayingY Mouth at ters
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Classifications
Faith of Our Fathers ..........A-II
Minions ..........................A-I
Terminator: Genisys..........A-III

Ant-Man( Disney)
The diminutive superhero of the
Marvel Comics universe is an ex-con
(Paul Rudd) who shrinks to bug size
by means of a special suit, acquires
super-human strength, and pos-
sesses a nifty ability to control his
fellow ants. The suit’s inventor
(Michael Douglas) and his scientist
daughter (Evangeline Lilly) enlist
Ant-Man’s help to stop the technol-
ogy from falling into the wrong
hands of a megalomaniac (Corey
Stoll) — code name Yellowjacket —
bent on world domination. Director
Peyton Reed keeps tongue firmly in
cheek as he downsizes the usual
over-the-top violence of a Marvel
film in favor of a clever heist 
picture, seasoned with plenty of
humor and nice messages about
honor and redemption. The climac-
tic battle, featuring a backyard bug
zapper and a Thomas the Tank En-
gine train set, is a far cry from the
apocalyptic destruction in this
year’s “Avengers: Age of Ultron.”
Cartoonish but bloodless violence,
brief innuendo and a few mild
oaths.The Catholic News Service
classification is A-II — adults and
adolescents. The Motion Picture As-
sociation of America rating is PG-13
— parents strongly cautioned. Some
material may be inappropriate for
children under 13.

By Barbara J. Fraser 

ASUNCION, Paraguay
(CNS) – “Stir things up, but
then help organize what you
have stirred up,” Pope Francis
told about 220,000 young peo-
ple gathered on this city’s wa-
terfront on July 12.

In his last major event be-
fore ending a week-long trip to
Ecuador, Bolivia and Paraguay,
the pope spoke about service,
solidarity, hope and freedom of
heart.

Abandoning his prepared
text, he based his remarks on
the testimonials of young peo-
ple who asked him questions.

He also told the crowd that
the young man who had read
the Gospel, whom he identified
only as Orlando, had asked him
to pray “for freedom for each of
us, for all of us.”

“Freedom is a gift from
God, but we have to know how
to receive it,” PopeFrancis said.

“Our hearts must be free.”
Liz Fretes, 25, told the

pope how she put her life on
hold to care for her mother,
who had dementia, and her
sick grandmother. Strained
by studying in the evening
and caring for her family by
day, she found support
among young people in her
parish youth ministry.

Highlighting Fretes’ care
for her mother and grand-
mother, Pope Francis em-
phasized two themes that he
raised often during his trip,
service and solidarity.

“Liz is fulfilling the
fourth commandment, honor
your father and your mother,”
he said. “Liz is setting aside her
own life in the service of her
mother. That is an extremely
high degree of solidarity, of
love — a witness.”

When Manuel de los Santos
Aguilar was a child, his parents

turned him over to a family in
the city — a practice not un-
common among rural families
who hoped their children
would get an education. In-
stead, the 18-year-old told Pope
Francis, he was forced to work
and fell into substance abuse.

He, too, found support in
parish youth ministry,
“where I met God, my
strength,” he said.

“Life wasn’t easy for
Manuel,” the pope told the
crowd, but “instead of
going out to steal, he went
to work. Instead of seeking
revenge for his life, he
looked to the future.”

Those who have loving
families can study and have
what they need to live
should give thanks to God,
he said, leading the crowd
in a prayer of  “Thank you,
Lord.”

Several times during his
speech, the pope urged the
young people to repeat his
words.

“A free heart,” they
chanted back. “Solidarity.

Work. Hope. Effort. Knowing
Jesus. Knowing God, my
strength.”

Fretes’ and de los Santos
Aguilar’s stories showed that
hope and strength come from
knowing Jesus, the pope told
the crowd.

“We don’t want young peo-
ple who tire easily, who are
tired and have bored faces. We
want young people with hope
and strength,” he said. “But that
means sacrifice and swimming
against the tide.”

He recommended reading
the beatitudes, which he called
“Jesus’ plan for us,” and echoed
his exhortation from World
Youth Day, when he told young
listeners to “stir things up.”

He noted, however, that a
priest had complained that
when they stir things up, young
people often make a mess that
others have to fix.

“So before I leave,” he said,
“first, pray for me. Second,
keep stirring things up. Third,
help organize the things you
stir up, so nothing gets de-
stroyed.”

Pope tells young Paraguayans: Stir things up, then help fix things

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy 
of the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 

How is the universal priesthood of all the faithful different from
the ordained priesthood? 

Through baptism Christ has made us into a kingdom of “priests to
his God and Father” (Rv 1:6). Through the universal priesthood, 
every Christian is called to work in the world in God’s name and to
bring blessings and grace to it. In the upper room during the Last 
Supper and when he commissioned the apostles, however, Christ
equipped some with a sacred authority to serve the faithful; these 
ordained priests represent Christ as pastors (shepherds) of his 
people and as head of his body, the church. (1546-1553, 1592).
Using the same word, “priest,” for two related things that 

nevertheless “differ essentially and not only in degree” (Second 
Vatican Council, LG 10, 2) often leads to misunderstandings. On the
one hand, we should observe with joy that all the baptized are
“priests” because we live in Christ and share in everything he is 
and does. Why, then, do we not call down a permanent blessing 
on this world? On the other hand, we must rediscover God’s gift 
to his church, the ordained priests, who represent the lord 
himself among us. 

“I am created to do or to be something for which 
no one else is created: I have a place in God’s counsels, 

in God’s world, which no one else has.
—Blessed John Henry Newman (1801-1890)

Young people raise a cross as Pope Francis leads a meeting
with young people along the waterfront in Asuncion, Paraguay,
July 12. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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