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Here in western South
Dakota we have a wonderful
opportunity to bring the joy of
the Gospel to our area through
Catholic radio.

Real Presence Radio, a
company based in Fargo, N.D.,
has purchased a radio station in
Rapid City. The company is
making major upgrades to ex-

pand the signal, and will be
providing EWTN program-
ming for listeners across the
western part of our diocese.
This Catholic faith-based com-
pany currently has ten active
Catholic radio stations in North
Dakota and western Min-
nesota. 

Catholic radio is a valuable
tool for reaching out to the
people in the diocese, sharing

the wonderful messages from
Pope Francis about vocations,
marriage, family life and many
other topics. 

In addition, our  diocese will
have the ability to air short an-
nouncements relevant to our
parishes and in due time
Bishop Robert Gruss will have
a regular time slot on the air.
Real Presence Radio will be on
the air 24-hours per day, seven

Catholic radio is coming soon to the Diocese of Rapid City
days per week.

More details of this exciting
endeavor will be available in
the coming months.

WASHINGTON — The sad realities
of Syria's civil war permeate the
paintings of Essa Neima, a 34-
year-old Syrian national. At a re-
cent exhibit, his oil on acrylic
works ranged from depictions of
a damaged church and mosque
mosaics, to a broken icon of
Mary and a refugee woman
forced into servitude by the
need to survive. Most of the
paintings were strewn with the
deep red color of blood. Conflict
has killed nearly 200,000 people
and dispersed about 10 million
others, according to U.N. esti-
mates. Neima said the exhibit
began with a dream he had in
2014, soon after learning that
his friend, Dutch Jesuit Father
Frans van der Lugt, 75, had been
killed by extremists in Syria. The
dream was filled with writing
and a human eye, which Neima
interpreted as signs he should in-
form people outside Syria of the
toll that the war was taking on
his country’s ethnically and 
culturally diverse communities.
(CNS story & photo) 

Syrian artist 
shows war pain
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May 20, Wednesday
5:30 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation 
Candidates, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
Martin 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart, Martin 
May 21, Thursday
8:30 a.m. Investment Committee 
Meeting, Chancery Conference Room
9 a.m. Finance Advisory Council Meeting,
Chancery Conference Room
May 22, Friday
1 p.m. St Thomas More Middle School 
Graduation, Cathedral 
6 p.m. Terra Sancta Guild Leadership 
Committee Meeting, Rapid City
May 23, Saturday
4:30 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation 
Candidates of Belle Fourche and Spearfish,
St. Joseph Spearfish
5:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, Spearfish
May 24, Sunday
2 p.m. St. Thomas More High School 
Graduation, Cathedral 
May 25, Monday
Memorial Day, Chancery Closed
May 26-28, Tuesday-Thursday
Clergy Days, Terra Sancta
May 28, Thursday
1 p.m. Visioning Listening Session for Priests,
Terra Sancta
6:30-8:30 p.m. Visioning Listening Session
for Deanery 1, Blessed Sacrament
May 29, Friday
8 a.m. Visioning Facilitator Training, Terra
Sancta
11:30 a.m. Presentation for BH Forum/Press
Club, Ramkota/Minervas, Rapid City
6 p.m. CT Andrew Dinner for Deanery 4 
(Vocations) Winner 

May 30, Saturday
Fishing Tournament for Seminarians, 
Ft. Pierre
May 31, Sunday
2 p.m. CT Visioning Listening Session for
Deanery 4, Christ the King, Presho
June 2, Tuesday
8 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast, 
Terra Sancta
9:30 a.m. Chancery Department Head
Meeting, Terra Sancta
June 3, Wednesday
11:30 a.m. WSDCF Board Meeting,
Chancery
June 4, Thursday
11 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting,
Chancery Conference Room
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board
Meeting, CSS Office
June 6, Saturday
Veritatis Splendor Institute
June 7, Sunday
10:30 a.m. CT Meeting with Confirmation
Candidates, St. Charles Borromeo, 
St. Francis
11:30 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass,
St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis 
2:30 p.m. CT Visioning Listening 
Session for Rosebud Reservation, 
Icimani Center, St. Francis
June 12, Friday
5 p.m. Stewardship Summit, Terra Sancta
June 13, Saturday
Stewardship Summit, Terra Sancta
June 14, Sunday
10:30 a.m. Parish 125th Anniversary Mass,
St. Anthony, Hot Springs

Bishop’s Calendar 
May 20-June 14, 2015

subject to change without notice

Where are we going? What is the
vision? How are we going to get there?
These questions often surface as a com-
pany or institution looks toward the fu-
ture. They are important questions upon
which to reflect. Now that I have been
here for almost
four years and
have some ex-
perience behind
me, these have
become impor-
tant questions
for me as the
bishop of this
diocese. But I
also think they
are important for
all of us as the People of God in the
Diocese of Rapid City.
Over twelve years ago, the Diocese

of Rapid City went through a synod
process that gave direction and a vision
for the diocese. Since this process took
place a number of years ago, I feel that
perhaps it time again for the diocese to
look at the future in a systematic way,
but on a much smaller scale than a full-
scale synod, which would take at least a
couple of years. 
The Diocese of Rapid City will

begin a visioning process that will help
set our course and priorities for the next
five years. We will partner with
Catholic Leadership Institute. Catholic
Leadership Institute is a world-class
pastoral leadership formation and con-
sulting firm based in Philadelphia. In its
21st year of operation, CLI has reached
national prominence, ministering with
diocesan priests and lay leaders in over
70 dioceses in the United States. Re-
cently, the priests of our diocese com-
pleted CLI’s Good Leaders Good
Shepherds program, a year-long
process in which priests are taught
more efficient and effective ways to
lead, inspire and motivate the people
they serve. Catholic Leadership Insti-
tute also works directly with bishops

overall vision, finalize priorities and
goals, and determine how best to com-
municate the plan. It is my hope that
this whole process will be completed by
the end of 2015, at which time the 
Mutually Shared Vision and Three
Five-Year Pastoral Priorities would be
shared with the people of the Diocese
of Rapid City.
More communication will take

place about this process through your
pastors. I encourage you to be part of
the process. Your input in laying out a
direction and a vision is important.

The dates, times and locations of the
listening sessions are listed below. But
above all, please keep this diocesan
endeavor in your thoughts and prayers
as we move forward into the future. 

Your input and vision are important to planning
and their teams to develop a tailored
diocesan strategy.
The visioning process will begin in

late May with a number of listening
sessions across the Diocese over the
course of the summer. Our plan is to

have 12 listening
sessions around the
diocese broken
down in the fol-
lowing way: one
listening session in
each deanery; one
listening session
on each Indian
Reservation; one
listening session
among clergy; and

one listening session with the Latino
community. These sessions will be be-
tween 90 minutes to 2 hours in length.
The end result of this planning

process is to create a mutually shared
diocesan vision for the Diocese of
Rapid City and clarify three five-year
pastoral priorities with appropriate
goals for each priority.

Who is invited to participate? It is
our hope to receive input from as many
people as possible throughout the dio-
cese, offering multiple ways in which
the laity can participate. It is my hope
that the pastors and five to six members
of parish leadership attend the listening
sessions for their deanery or reserva-
tion. Parish leadership should include
members of the parish pastoral coun-
cils, finance councils and other parish
groups, as well as individual leaders
who can provide vital input toward re-
fining and shaping the priorities of the
diocese as we move forward into the fu-
ture. Everyone is invited to attend, but
it will be most valuable to have a good
representation of the leadership of each
parish and its ministries. 
We will also be creating an Envi-

sioning Leadership Team later in the
summer to review the input from the
listening sessions and then create the

Diocese of
Rapid City
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Rejoice with us on 

this special occasion!
With great joy

Bishop Robert D. Gruss
warmly extends to the people of the 

Diocese of Rapid City an invitation to the 
ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD

of
Deacon Mark Horn and Deacon John Paul Trask

July 2, 2015, 7 p.m.
Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help

(520 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City)

Reception to follow in the Cathedral Hall
Please come and welcome 

our newest priests to the Presbyterate 
of the Diocese of Rapid City

ALL ARE 
WELCOME

The Diocese of Rapid City will begin a visioning process that will help set
our course and priorities for the next five years. For more information read
Bishop Robert Gruss’ column on page 2. The participation schedule is:
Priests of the Diocese, Thursday, May 28, Terra Sancta, 1-3 p.m. MT
Deanery 1: Rapid City, Piedmont, Hill City, Keystone, Hermosa, New 
Underwood, Custer, Hot Springs, and Edgemont, Thursday, May 28, Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, 6:30-8:30 p.m. MT
Deanery 4: Ft. Pierre, Presho, Draper, Murdo, Lower Brule, Kennebec, 
Reliance, Gregory, Burke, Bonesteel, Fairfax, Winner, Colome, White River,
Wood, Mission, Okreek, Parmelee, Rosebud, and St. Francis, Sunday, May 31
at Christ the King Church, Presho, 2-4 p.m. CT
Rosebud Reservation, Sunday, Jun. 7, Icimani Center, St. Francis, 
2:30-4:30 p.m. CT

Diocese of Rapid City Visioning Listening Session Schedule 2016
Deanery 3: Philip, Milesville, Midland, Martin, Kadoka, Wanblee, Kyle, Pine
Ridge, Oglala, Manderson, Porcupine, Wall, Interior, and Lakeside, Saturday,
Jun. 20, Sacred Heart Church, Philip, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Cheyenne River Reservation, Sunday, Jun. 21, St. Joseph Church, 
Cherry Creek,  2-4 p.m. MT
Standing Rock Reservation, Sunday, Jun. 21, St. Bernard Church, 
McLaughlin,  7-9 p.m. MT
Deanery 2: Spearfish, Belle Fourche, Newell, Sturgis, Buffalo, Ralph, Reva,
Cox, Lead, and Deadwood, Sunday, Jul. 12, St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, 
3-5 p.m. MT
Deanery 5: Faith, Red Owl, Plainview, Lemmon, Bison, Morristown, 
McIntosh, Watauga, Bullhead, McLaughlin, Wakpala, Kenel, Timber Lake,
Trail City, Isabel, Ziebach County Parishes, and Dewey County Parishes, 
Saturday, Jul. 18, St. Joseph, Faith, 1:30-3:30 p.m. MT
Diocesan Staff, Tuesday, July 28, Cathedral Hall, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. MT
Lower Brule Reservation, Sunday, Aug. 9, St. Mary Church, Lower Brule, 
2-4 p.m. CT
Pine Ridge Reservation, Sunday, August 16, Sacred Heart Church, Pine Ridge,
1-3 p.m. MT
Spanish-speaking Members of the Diocese, Sunday, Aug. 23, 
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, 2:45-4:45 p.m. MT

Check out the Diocese of Rapid City at:
Website www.rapidcitydiocese.org

“Let us give thanks to 
the Lord for those who have 

responded to his call.”

Pre-ordination Adoration

Wednesday, July 1 
7-8 p.m.

Blessed Sacrament Church
(4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City)

to pray for 
Deacon Mark Horn and 
Deacon John Paul Trask

and those discerning their vocation.
Sponsored by the Office of Vocations

Everyone Welcome!



Bishop Gruss has 
extended for an addi-
tional year Fr. Johnson
Kuriappilly’s 
assignment as Adminis-
trator of the Parishes of
St. Patrick in Wall, Holy
Rosary in Interior and
St. Margaret in 
Lakeside.

Fr. Gary Oreshoski will
remain as Pastor of the
Parishes of Christ the
King in Presho, 
St. Martin in Murdo and
St. Anthony in Draper
for an additional year.
He will go on sabbatical
in the spring of 2016.

In addition to these changes: Fr. Matt
Fallgren was placed on personal leave 
effective May 5, 2015, and the retirement
of Fr. Ed Vanorny was approved effective
July 1, 2015.

News4     WRC May 2015

After hearing the advice of the Diocesan
Consultors, Bishop Robert Gruss has made
the following appointments effective July
1, 2015:

Fr. Timothy Castor is
assigned as Pastor of 
St. Francis of Assisi
Parish in Sturgis for five
years. He has been
serving as Administrator
of St. Francis Parish for
one year.

Fr. Tyler Dennis is 
relieved of his assign-
ment as Parochial Vicar
for the Parishes of 
St. Joseph in Spearfish,
St. Paul in Belle
Fourche and St. Mary
Star of the Sea in
Newell. He is assigned
as Administrator for the Parishes of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart in Martin and
Our Lady of Victory in Kadoka.

Fr. Leo Hausmann is
assigned as Pastor of 
St. Patrick Parish in
Lead and St. Ambrose
Parish in Deadwood. He
has been serving these
parishes as Temporary
Administrator since 
January 19, 2015.

Fr. Timothy Hoag
is assigned to the
Diocesan Tribunal. He
will provide ministerial
coverage for priests in
the diocese as needed.
He will reside at the
Cathedral.

Fr. Adam Hofer
is relieved of his assign-
ment as Parochial Vicar
for All Saints Parish in
Eagle Butte and the
mission parishes on the
Cheyenne River 

Reservation. He will be attending gradu-
ate studies in Rome to complete his STL
(Licentiate in Sacred Theology) in Mar-
riage and Family.

Fr. Arnold Kari 
is assigned as Parochial
Vicar for St. Therese
Parish in Rapid City and
St. John the Evangelist
Parish in New Under-
wood. He is returning
to active ministry from
medical leave.

Fr. Janusz Korban is
assigned as Pastor of 
St. Rose of Lima Parish
in Hill City and Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish in Keystone for
five years. He has been
serving as Administrator
of these parishes for
one year.

Bishop Gruss announces new priest assignments

Outdoor Labyrinth
(now open)

2101 City Springs Rd    Rapid City, SD
605-716-0925    stay@terrasancta.org    http://terrasancta.org

Located just west of the retreat center, consider using Via Dolorosa or the 
Outdoor Labyrinth at Terra Sancta this summer as a tool to enhance 
prayer, contemplation, relieve stress, and for personal growth. Stop by the
retreat center’s main desk for a map/brochure, or use the south parking 
lot to access Via Dolorosa (stations of the cross along a paved walking
path) … and then the Outdoor Labyrinth is just a bit farther up the hill 
from the last station.
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Saturday, May 30, 2015

LAKES 
OAHE & SHARPE
FT. PIERRE, SD

FISH ON! Music to one’s ears! I want to take this opportunity to invite everyone to our fourth 
annual Bishop’s Fishing Tournament for Seminarians. There are several ways you can participate. First, we
welcome all to enjoy the day fishing on the Missouri River with Bishop Gruss and our seminarians! At the
conclusion of the tournament, Bishop Gruss will celebrate Mass followed by a silent auction and fish fry.
All of the proceeds will go to benefit our seminarians.
If you cannot attend the event there are other ways you can help. For the silent auction, we need baskets

to sell. If you are interested in donating a basket, please contact Doris Bride, dbride@diorc.org. Finally, we
greatly appreciate your financial assistance to help fund the education of our seminarians. The annual cost
to educate a seminarian is more than $33,000 a year. Over the course of the last three years, the diocese
supported 16 men as they discerned the priesthood. What a blessing! Currently, we have eight men studying
for the Diocese of Rapid City, two of whom will be ordained to the priesthood July 2, Deacon Mark Horn
and Deacon John Paul Trask. Your generosity and support have helped form and shape young men 
discerning God’s incredible call to the priesthood.  —Fr. Mark McCorrmick

Your gifts and support truly are a blessing! Thank you!

BENEFITING SEMINARIAN EDUCATION
IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

Hosted by St. John the Evangelist Church, Ft. Pierre
Fr. Ron Garry — (605) 223-2176.

For more information contact Tim Henderson
or Doris Bride at (605) 343-3541.

Registration available at www.wsdcf.org

Why are there 
annulments?

When a decree of invalidity is
sought from a Marriage Tribunal, it
means one of the parties believes
one or more of the elements 
necessary to make a sacramental
marriage were not present from the 
beginning. 

Cases are not normally accepted
until a civil court has granted a di-
vorce. To begin, a pastor or desig-
nated parish minister can supply the
forms to submit the case. A 
declaration of invalidity has no ef-
fect on the legitimacy of children.
Also, divorced Catholics can partici-
pate in the sacraments if they have
not remarried outside the church.

For more information, contact:
The Tribunal Office
Diocese of Rapid City

2101 City Springs Road, Suite 200
Rapid City, SD 57702
605-716-5214 ext.215

Diocese of  Rapid City will waive annulment fees
By Laurie Hallstrom

Starting June 1, the Diocese of Rapid
City will not charge petitioners filing for
a decree of invalidity. Such marriage in-
validity decrees are commonly called an
annulment. 
Bishop Robert Gruss said, “Pope

Francis, from the beginning of his pon-
tificate, has talked about making it easier
for people to re-engage with the faith
community and with their Catholic faith.
Sometimes the whole annulment process
can be a hindrance instead of a help for
people on the fringes. The cost for an-
nulments can also be a challenge for
some people as well.” 
The diocese handles an average of 30

cases per year. The total cost of each case
is more than $1500, and petitioners are
asked to pay $310 of that expense. While
the process takes roughly 14 to 18
months to go through, the diocesan 
tribunal followed by a second tribunal 
in St. Paul, Minn., which reviews the

findings.  
“I've thought a lot about this over the

past couple of years and thought it might
be a good start in helping people to come
back to the sacramental life of the
church. It is a way to accompany them
with care and show our concern about
their spiritual life,” Bishop Gruss said. 
Father Leo Hausmann, judicial vicar,

for the Marriage Tribunal, said, “The
church never wants to be an impediment
to people being fully involved in the
sacramental life of the church.” 
He continued, “I think this is as much

related to what Pope Francis has said as
it is to the way the Holy Spirit is moving
our diocese in terms of hospitality and
welcoming people.”
According to Father Hausmann,

“Dropping the fees is an idea that has
been gaining some traction for a few
years in different dioceses around the
United States. Some diocese have had
this policy for a while now.”  

He added there have already been
cases in the diocese where the people
were not able to pay the filing fee and
they were still helped.
Father Hausmann said there could still

be some incidental expenses to the peti-
tioners — occasionally a psychiatric
evaluation is called for, or a person wants
to appeal the ruling to the Marriage Tri-
bunal in Rome. 
Bishop Gruss said, “Those expenses

would be separate fees and should be
taken care of by the petitioner. However,
if a person had difficulty paying, we
would always find a way in which to help
them. We would not turn anyone away
because of finances.”
Father Hausmann said, “If people

would like to help pay part of the annul-
ment expenses they may still contribute.”
Father Tim Hoag has just completed

his canon law studies in Canada. Father
Hausmann said “He will help us in terms
of our ability to process cases.”
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World Meeting of Families package includes:
Round trip airfare from Rapid City Regional Airport (including airport taxes and fuel surcharges, subject 

to change), hotel for 6 nights at the Microtel Inn and Suites, West Chester, PA (or similar), breakfast daily at
the hotel, 2 dinners at restaurants in the Philadelphia area, luxury motor coach transportation, 

assistance of a Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours representative while in Philadelphia, 
sightseeing in historic Philadelphia as well as visit to the various shrines.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE COST ARE THE FOLLOWING:
World Meeting of Families Conference Registration Fee 

and anything not listed above 

Per person cost
$1875 (double occupancy)

www.canterburypilrimages.com ~ reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com
166 South River Rd. Suite 110, Bedford, NH 03110

for further information, call: 800-653-0017
Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.

You must register for the WMF in addition to the Pilgrimage

Join Fathers 
Tyler Dennis,

Jonathan Dillon,
and 

Adam Hofer 

http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/plan-your-visit/register/ 
World Meeting of Families Registration

Join Bishop Gruss and the Diocese of Rapid City on the journey of a 
lifetime, traveling to Fatima, Spain, and Lourdes in February of 2016. The
11-day pilgrimage includes roundtrip airfare from Rapid City, daily Mass in
significant Catholic shrines and churches, professional Catholic tour 
escorts/guides and daily sightseeing that includes the sites of Lourdes and
Fatima, as well as touring the Marian apparition of Zaragoza, St. Teresa's
city of Avila, Madrid, and much more! There is also an optional 5-day 
extension to Rome that includes a Papal Audience with Pope Francis, the
major Basilicas of Christian Rome, Ancient Rome sites, and the Vatican.
Early Booking Special — $3,199 for the main trip (if you pay with check and
book by July 1, 2015) and $1,699 for the extension. Space is limited. Call
Corporate Travel Service at 313-565-8888 x121 or x150 or visit us online at 
ctscentral.net for more details or reservations.
The full 4-page brochure with the schedule in detail can be found on the
diocesan website at http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Scroll down the home page and on the left hand side you will see the 
picture and ad for the pilgrimage. Click on the picture and then click as
noted for the full brochure.

Nine (9) nights accommodations at 4 star
hotels: 2 nights in Lourdes, 1 night in
Zaragoza, 3 nights in Fatima
Continental Breakfast daily
Five (5) Dinners, including a Welcome and
Farewell Dinner
Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in
Toulouse and Lisbon and specified 
sightseeing
Catholic tour escort while in Europe
Local guides according to itinerary

Sightseeing and entrance fees according to
the itinerary
Daily Mass in unique and historical churches
Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece
of luggage
Round trip scheduled commercial air from
Rapid City to Toulouse, France returning
from Lisbon, Portugal (including fuel sur-
charges and government imposed fees of
$575 as of 4/13/15; final amount subject to
change)

*per person double occupancy

l

l
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l
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l

l

l

l

l

In 2012 the Diocese of Rapid City and the Catholic Schools each carried a debt
of approximately $4 million from the construction/reconstruction of the Terra
Sancta Retreat Center and the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Elementary School at Terra
Sancta.  

Since that time, monthly payments have been made by both parties to reduce
their respective debts, mostly from monies received from pledges from the We
Walk by Faith Appeal. This year after being blessed with monies from some 
estates and having a gift redirected to the diocese, the debt for the diocese currently
stands at $2.1 million. The school also was able to redirect a gift and their debt cur-
rently stands at $2.6 million. Going forward the debt amounts have been refi-
nanced at a competitive loan rate. With the help of generous donors and the
forethought of donors who have included the diocese and/or the schools in their
wills, much progress has been made. 

Thank you to all who gave to the We Walk by Faith Appeal over the past five
years and continue to give to the Terra Sancta Guild. Special thanks to the 
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation for their grants. We are blessed by
such generosity! 

Good news for the Diocese of Rapid City
and the Rapid City Catholic Schools 

To advertise in the West River Catholic
call Becky Berreth at 605-343-3541

Your 11 Day Pilgrimage Includes



May 29, Friday
sWRC deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, June 16. 

)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org
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Jun 1: BHQG Workshop
Jun 1-5: Diocese of Cheyenne
Annual Priests Retreat 
Jun 2: Young Life Staff 
Planning Day
Jun 5-6: VSI Small Group
Jun 6: VSI Workshop
Jun 12-13: The Summit 
Jun 14: St. Martin’s Class of 
1965 Reunion
Jun 15-19: Diocese of Duluth 
Youth Retreat 
Jun 19-20: Family Event 
Jun 20: BHADA Monthly Meeting; 

Cursillo SOL
Jun 21-26: Totus Tuus Summer 
Camp for Girls  
Jul 2: Ordination Lodging
Jul 3-5: Hausmann Family Reunion 
Jul 7: Young Life Staff Planning Day

Jul 10: St John’s School of Nursing 
Reunion Lunch; Family Event 
Jul 10-11: VSI Small Groups
Jul 11: VSI Workshops; STM Class 
of 1995 Reunion Picnic; 
Family Event 
Jul 13: Catholic Daughters Picnic
Jul 17: Family Event 
Jul 18: Cursillo School of Leaders; 
Family Events 
Jul 19: Bishop’s Ride Opening Mass
and Breakfast

Jul 20-24: Totus Tuus Summer
Camp for Boys

Jul 24-26: VSI Silent Retreat 
Jul 29- Aug 6: Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd, Level II, 
Session 2 

Jul 30-Aug 2: Diocese of 
Rapid City Seminarian Retreat

Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
Events Schedule

June 4, Thursday 
sThe Flame:Adoration praise and wor-

ship, and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at
Terra Sancta, at 7 p.m. 8www.TheFlame
RC.com. 

June 5, Friday
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Fri-

day Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and de-
votions. First Saturday, June 6, begins with
prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8 a.m.
Mass and exposition. Both in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help. )Dr. Kopriva  605-343-6202.

June 14, Sunday
sCursillo Picnic: Begins with games

and singing at 5 p.m., potluck at 6 p.m., and
Ultreya at 7 p.m. Held at Old Storybook Is-
land Shelter, 2915 Canyon Lake Dr, Rapid
City. )Bob Melvin 605-484-0324. 

June 20, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. To be
held at Our Lady of the Black Hills, Pied-
mont. Preregistration required. )Family
Life Ministries 605-716-5214 x236 or
8jslegner@diorc.org.

June 22, Monday
sTotus Tuus Girls: An opportunity for

reflection on God’s call with religious sis-
ters and priests. Includes hiking, campfires,
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Leadership
camp, grades 9-12 ends June 26. Grades 6-

8, June 23-26. Registration forms can be
found at www.gods-call.org or at your
parish. )Office of Vocations 605-716-5214
x233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org.

July 5, Sunday
sBenedictine Life Sessions: Informal

gatherings beginning at 3 p.m. on Sundays
and 7 p.m. Thursdays in July. Sessions are
open to anyone wanting to learn more about
Benedictine life. You need attend only the
Sunday or Thursday session each week. No
cost. )St. Martin Monastery 605-343-8011.

July 17, Friday
sWorlwide Marriage Encounter:

Weekend designed for couples of all ages
and backgrounds to enrich their marriage.
Held in Buffalo, Minn. Ends July 19. Early
registration is recommended. )John and
Dawn Elsinger 605-362-0924, 8applica
tions@sdwwme.org.

July 20, Monday
sTotus Tuus Boys: An opportunity for

reflection on Gods call with priests and
seminarians. Includes hiking, campfires,
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Leadership
camp, grades 9-12 ends July 24. Grades 6-
8, July 21-24. Registration forms can be
found at www.gods-call.org or at your
parish. )Office of Vocations 605-716-5214
x233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org.

September 11, Friday
sHealing Retreat with Father Richard

McAlear, OMI: Held at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Retreat includes talks and reflections by Fr.
McAlear, reconciliation, adoration and a
Healing Mass. Ends Sunday, September 13.
8www.cathedralolph.org or www.frmac
.org. )Beth Strain 605-342-0507.

Duc in Altum schedule 
Put out into the deep with diocesan seminarians and young adults as they draw
young people into a deeper life in Christ in our summer catechetical program.
Grades 1-12 are invited. Coming
this summer to a parish near you … 

lMay 25-29, St. Aloysius, 
Bullhead, and St. Bonaventure,
McIntosh 
lMay 31-June 4, St. John the
Evangelist, Ft. Pierre, and 
St. Francis of Assisi, Sturgis
lJune 7-11, St. Therese the Little
Flower, Rapid City, and 
St. Patrick, Wall
lJune 14-18, St. Joseph, Gregory
County, and St. Mary, Lemmon
lJune 22-25, St. Paul, Belle Fourche
lJune 28-July 2, Holy Cross, 
Timber Lake, and Our Lady of the
Black Hills, Piedmont
lJuly 5-9, St. Joseph, Spearfish, and 
Sacred Heart, Philip
lJuly 12-16, St. John the Baptist, Custer, 
and St. Joseph, Faith
lJuly 26-30, Immaculate Conception, Winner, and St. Anthony of Padua, 
Hot Springs

Contact your local parish or visit www.Gods-call.org
for more information.

(WRC file photos)
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The Summit
Registration open

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/stewardship

https://tsrc.wufoo.com/forms/the-summit-2015/

Diocese of Rapid City
Stewardship Summit

Friday-Saturday
June 12-13

Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Closing with Mass 
at 4:00 p.m.

This past summer I was invited to go
rock climbing with Anders family. This
was the first time I’d ever been rock
climbing and honestly, I was quite nerv-
ous, especially when Cameo turned to
me, “Okay, Father Mark, it’s your turn.”
Shortly after her invitation, I was har-
nessed and ready to begin the climb, an
ascent up the face of a 50-foot granite
wall. This was a bad idea.
Climbing to the summit was a chal-

lenging experience. Several times I
thought that I’d climbed far enough, but
upon looking down the Anders’ children
kept cheering me on, “You can do it Fa-
ther Mark, you can do it!” I finally
reached the summit and the panoramic
view of the beautiful Black Hills was an
incredible sight. Although my body was
tired and fatigued, my heart was filled
with joy. The arduous ascent was well
worth the final prize. 
We all need encouragement as we

move through life, particularly as we
walk this Christian journey. Likewise in
life we are met with granite walls that
seem insurmountable. However, those
painstaking climbs often reap the great-
est reward. So too, as a diocese we look
forward with desire to grow as disciples,
deeper in love with the Lord. Christ’s
first disciples labored tirelessly for his
kingdom, some to the point of death. We
are called to this same mission of love. 
Our hope with this new Stewardship

plan is very simple — to promote the
Catholic Way of Life through hospitality,
faith and discipleship. Perhaps your
parish has begun to pray our diocesan

stewardship prayer, “The Prayer of a
Faithful Steward.” For me, the prayer
stirs my heart to ask for the grace to live
life more abundantly and it invites me to
fully participate in building the kingdom
of God. The prayer also reminds me to
model the “yes” of Mary by seeking and
responding to the Holy Spirit, the foun-
dation of the life of the Christian disci-
ple. 
Bishop Robert Gruss believes that

pursuing this Catholic Way of Life is the
true path to discipleship, a path that will
lead to a deeper relationship with Jesus
Christ. Who doesn’t want a more vibrant,
intimate relationship with Christ? To help
all of us grow in this way of life, Bishop
Gruss has called for an annual conference
on stewardship titled, The Summit. This
first stewardship conference will be held
June, 12-13 at the Terra Sancta Retreat
Center. To promote the Summit, Bishop
Gruss recorded a DVD segment to per-
sonally invite every person, every family
and every parish in the diocese to come.
To view this video, visit
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/stew
ardship/. I hope you take the time to
watch it if you have not yet seen it.  
As a way to help us understand this

call of stewardship, this path of true dis-
cipleship, Bishop Gruss asked that we
read, pray and reflect on the Bishops’
Pastoral Letter on Stewardship — “Stew-
ardship: A Disciples Response. This letter
on stewardship describes discipleship as
such,  “Discipleship requires the surren-
der of ourselves through grace and choice
to Jesus Christ. Mature disciples make a
conscious, firm decision, carried out in
action, to be followers of Jesus Christ no
matter the cost to themselves. A disciple
is both a learner and a companion of
Jesus Christ, as well as one open to the
movement of the Holy Spirit towards a
gracious generosity of heart. The authen-
tic disciple regards all he or she is and
possesses as gifts and blessings and real-
izes the need to share those gifts and
blessings with others for the sake of the
kingdom of God.” 
The Summit is an invitation to foster a

deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. By
participating in The Summit, individuals
and entire parish communities will be
given simple and concrete tools to grow
in their life of discipleship. The Summit
is for all of us, to encourage, to inspire
and even to challenge us to reach for the
heights of discipleship. In the Gospels,
Jesus tells his disciples “Do not be
afraid.” Likewise, I encourage you, “Do
not be afraid!” Come to The Summit to
see what the Lord has in store for you.
You do not have to be an expert or in-
sider. You just need a simple thirst for the
Lord. We are on this journey together and
we need the support, prayer and friend-
ship of one another to ascend.

What can you expect at The Summit?
You can expect time to pray, to learn and
to meet other people from across the dio-
cese that have the same thirst and desire
as you. The presenters at The Summit are
from our local parishes. They will present
on a wide variety of topics including: the
Eucharist, intentional discipleship, creat-
ing strong families, writing a stewardship
and parish mission statement. To see all
of the sessions that will be offered or to
register, click on The Summit link at
http://terrasancta.org/. In the words of Bl.
Pier Georgio Frassati, “Verso l’alto” —
toward the heights!
Saint John Paul II encouraged the

faithful to get to know Bl. Pier Giorgio
Frassati, whom he called, “The Man of
the Eight Beatitudes.” Pier was a normal
young man who loved the outdoors.  He
grew up in Turin, Italy, during the early
1900s. Pier Giorgio Frassati showed that
we can all be holy by living our friend-
ships, studies, sports, occupation and
service to the poor by being in constant
relationship with God. One phrase he
commonly used was “verso l’alto” mean-
ing toward the top. His life was a constant
striving to reach the summit of eternal
life. May we not be afraid to strive toward
the summit in Christ. 

The Summit: Let us reach for a vibrant faith together
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George Weigel

The
Catholic

Difference

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

JUNE
Universal: IMMIGRANTS AND
REFUGEES
That immigrants and refugees may
find welcome and respect in the 
countries to which they come.

Evangelization: VOCATIONS
That the personal encounter with
Jesus may arouse in many young 
people the desire to offer their own
lives in priesthood or consecrated life.

He scored 40 times in an eight-year
NFL career, best known, now, for the
touchdown he didn’t score, as the sun
set over Yankee Stadium on Dec. 28,
1958. His wife of 59 years, Joan, said
that Jim Mutscheller, who died on
April 10, wanted to be known as a
man “who had led a good life,” for he
was “quiet, humble, and so conserva-
tive that he’d eat crabs with a suit and
tie on.” 
And therein lies a tale — and a

yardstick by which to measure pro
sports then and now.
Born in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania

(as was Joe Namath, about as different
a character as you can imagine),
Mutscheller’s father was known lo-
cally as the “best bricklayer in Beaver
County.” The son graduated from
Notre Dame, having played offensive
and defensive end on the 1949 na-
tional championship team in the days
of single platoon football. He then
spent a couple of years in the Marine
Corps — including a stint in Korea
that convinced Mutscheller, whose
look “would bore a hole in a vault” (as
one sportswriter put it), that getting
knocked around on the football field
wasn’t so bad a deal after all. 
He was a tight end in the days when

you could be 6 feet tall, weigh 190,
and play that position, what with no

Catholic sports heroes — remembering # 84
350-pound behemoths on the other
side of the line. But he was also rea-
sonably fleet afoot, he could block, he
had those great hands, and there was
… that look. All of which helped
bring him and the Baltimore Colts to
the Bronx on a bleak December after-
noon in 1958, for what’s now known
as The Greatest Game Ever
Played. It wasn’t, in
fact, all that great a
game. But it had
a lot of drama;
it ended with
the first (and
thus far only)
sudden-death
overtime win in
the history of
NFL champi-
onships; and Jim
Mutscheller was in the pivot
of the action.
With strong men ready to collapse

from exhaustion after four-and-a-half
quarters of play, the Colts, having
driven to the Giants’ six-yard line,
were poised for the game-winning
touchdown. The immortal John Unitas
brought the Colts out of the huddle,
having called a running play for “The
Horse,” Alan Ameche (who looked
more like a tenor in a Verdi opera than
a Heisman Trophy-winning fullback).

Unitas, however, noticed, a chink in
the Giants’ pass defense and checked
off at the line of scrimmage, calling
for Mutscheller to run an out pattern
to the near corner of the end zone. 
It was intended to be a touchdown

pass, and would have been except that
Unitas deliberately led Mutscheller a

bit more to the outside
than usual; Number
84 couldn’t get
traction on the
icy surface,
slipping out
of bounds at
the one-yard
line. On the
next play,
Ameche drove

in for the winning
score, with

Mutscheller throwing a key
block that took out Giants’ linebacker
Cliff Livingston. Years after the game
that changed the way America spends
fall Sunday afternoons, Unitas would
kid Mutscheller, saying, “Geez, Jim, I
tried to make you the hero.” To which
Mutscheller replied, “If I’d scored that
touchdown, Ameche wouldn’t have
been able to sell all those hamburg-
ers.” (Extra credit for anyone who can
remember the name of the double-
stack burger at “Ameche’s.”)

They’re almost all gone, now, these
Catholic sports heroes of my extreme
youth: Ameche first, in 1988; Unitas
in 2002; Artie Donovan in 2013; now
Jim Mutscheller, whom I used to see
at daily Mass, head bowed after re-
ceiving the Mystery. Only Gino Mar-
chetti is left; and since it was
“something inside Gino” that, accord-
ing to Lenny Moore, held the Colts to-
gether, that is right and just. But I’ll
think of them all during the parade of
oversized young studs, oozing self-es-
teem and entitlement, who’ll walk
across the stage to get their hand-
shake/hug from Commissioner Roger
Goodell on NFL draft day. And I’ll re-
member that, once upon a time,
Catholic men from working class fam-
ilies could be sports idols — and role
models as well. 

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fel-
low of the Ethics and Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C. Weigel’s column is distributed
by the Denver Catholic, the official newspaper
of the Archdiocese of Denver.

Nepalese military personnel remove debris in
Kathmandu, Nepal, in search for survivors
after an earthquake struck May 12. The 
magnitude-7.3 quake hit a remote mountain-
ous region of Nepal that day, killing at least 19
people, triggering landslides and toppling
buildings less than three weeks after the
country was hit by its worst quake in decades.
(CNS photo/Athit Perawongmethar, Reuters)

Nepal Survivor Search

Catholic Relief Services the official humanitarian agency of the Catholic
community in the U.S. is responding to urgent needs for 
shelter, water and food in Nepal. For more information, 

go to usccb.org (search “Nepal) or CRS.org. 
The Diocese of Rapid City will take up a special collection the 

weekend of May 30-31 to help with emergency needs. 
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Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje 

visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

In 
Exile

“Dear children! I am with you also today to lead you to salvation. Your soul is restless
because your spirit is weak and tired from all worldly things. You, little children, pray
to the Holy Spirit that He may transform you and fill you with His strength of faith and
hope, so that you may be firm in this battle against evil. I am with you and intercede
for you before my Son Jesus. Thank you for having responded to my call.”     4/25/15

Evolution, Charles Darwin fa-
mously stated, works through the sur-
vival of the fittest. Christianity, on the
other hand, is committed to the survival
of the weakest. But how do we square
our Christian ideal of making a prefer-
ential option for the weak with evolu-
tion? 

Nature is evolutionary and, inside
of that, we can perceive a wisdom that
clearly manifests intelligence, intent,
spirit, and design. And perhaps
nowhere is this more evident than how
in the process of evolution we see na-
ture becoming ever-more unified, com-
plex, and conscious. 

However, how God’s intelligence
and intent are reflected inside of that is
not always evident because nature can
be so cruel and brutal. In order to sur-
vive, every element in nature has to be
cannibalistic and eat other parts of na-
ture. Only the fittest get to survive.
There’s a harsh cruelty in that. In high-
lighting how cruel and unfair nature
can be, commentators often cite the ex-
ample of the second pelican born to
white pelicans. Here’s how cruel and
unfair is its situation:

Female white pelicans normally lay
two eggs, but they lay them several
days apart so that the first chick hatches
several days before the second chick.
This gives the first chick a head-start
and by the time the second chick
hatches, the first chick is bigger and
stronger. It then acts aggressively to-
wards the second chick, grabbing its
food and pushing it out of the nest.
There, ignored by its mother, the sec-
ond chick normally dies of starvation,
despite its efforts to find its way back

of things, this means that meaningful
evolution is now about human beings
using their self-consciousness to turn
back and help nature to protect and nur-
ture its second pelicans. Meaningful
evolution now is no longer about hav-
ing the strong grow stronger, but about
having the weak, that part of nature that
nature herself, to this point, has not
been able to nurture, grow strong. 

Why? What’s nature’s interest in the
weak? Why shouldn’t nature be happy
to have the weak weeded out? Does
God have an interest in the weak that
nature does not? 

No, nature too is very interested in
the survival of the weak and is calling
upon the help of human beings to bring
this about. Nature is interested in the
survival of the weak because vulnera-
bility and weakness bring something to
nature that is absent when it is only
concerned with the survival of the
fittest and with producing ever-
stronger, more robust, and more adapt-
able species and individuals. What the
weak add to nature are character and
compassion, which are the central in-
gredients needed to bring about unity,
complexity, and consciousness at the
social and spiritual level. 

When God created human beings
at the beginning of time, God charged
them with the responsibility of “do-

into the nest. Only one in ten second
chicks survives. And here’s nature’s
cruel logic in this: That second chick is
hatched by nature as an insurance-pol-
icy, in case the first chick is weak or
dies. Barring that, it is doomed to die,
ostracized, hungry, blindly grasping for
food and its mother’s attention as it
starves to death. But this cruelty works
as an evolutionary strategy. White pel-
icans have survived for thirty million
years, but at the cost of millions of its
own species dying cruelly. 

A certain intelligence is certainly
evident in this, but where is the com-
passion? Did a compassionate God re-
ally design this? The intelligence in
nature’s strategy of the survival of the
fittest is clear. Each species, unless un-
naturally interfered with from the out-
side, is forever producing healthier,
more robust, more adaptable members.
Such, it seems, is nature’s wisdom and
design – up to a point.

Certain scientists such as Pierre
Teilhard de Chardin suggest that phys-
ical evolution has reached its apex, its
highest degree of unity, complexity and
consciousness, inside the central nerv-
ous system and brain of the human per-
son and that evolution has now taken a
leap (just as it did when consciousness
leapt out of raw biology and as it did
when self-consciousness leapt out of
simple consciousness) so that now
meaningful evolution is no longer
about gaining further physical strength
and adaptability. Rather meaningful
evolution is now concerned with the so-
cial and the spiritual, that is, with social
and spiritual strength.

And in a Christian understanding

What do the weak add to evolution’s ultimate wisdom? 

minion,” of ruling over nature. What’s
contained in that mandate is not an
order or permission to dominate over
nature and use nature in whatever fash-
ion we desire. The mandate is rather
that of “watching over,” of tending the
garden, of being wise stewards, and of
helping nature do things that, in its un-
conscious state, it cannot do, namely,
protect and nurture the weak, the sec-
ond pelicans.

The second-century theologian,
Irenaeus, once famously said: “The
glory of God is the human being fully
alive!” In our own time, Gustavo
Gutierrez, generally credited with
being the father of Liberation Theol-
ogy, recast that dictum to say: “The
glory of God is the poor person fully
alive!” And that is as well the ultimate
glory of nature.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian,
teacher, and award-winning author, is Presi-
dent of the Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his
website www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Face-
book www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.
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(Part 3 in the 
Consecrated Life series)

Father Joseph Dean, SCJ, was
raised in the Grand Rapids, Mich.,
area. He was the oldest of seven chil-
dren — one brother passed away —
he still has five sisters. Father Dean
completed nine years of Catholic
grade school (K-8). 
The initials SCJ stand for the

Priests of the Sacred Heart. The
founder, Ven. Leo John Dehon, expe-
rienced the love of Christ in his own
life. In response to that love, he
founded an order dedicated to offering
its common life and ministry to the
self-offering of Christ, an offering
completed on the cross. The founder’s
ministry involved a number of things,
especially cooperating with Pope Leo
XIII’s teaching concerning workers
and the poor in Rerum novarum (Rev-
olutionary Change). 
Father Dean heard about the order

as grade school student. “The Priests
of the Sacred Heart sent young people
like me literature about our minor

seminary (since closed). I was espe-
cially attracted by a pamphlet which
told the story of a fictional eighth
grader who entered the high school
seminary. Then in November 1960, I
received a form letter from the Voca-
tion Director that began with the
words, “I’m coming to see you next
month.” 
Growing up, his parents had a de-

votion to the Sacred Heart, whose
image hung in their living room.
“Looking on the love of Christ in that
way was part of the family atmos-
phere,” said Father Dean. “My parents
supported any vocational choice my
siblings and I thought we were called
to make. They encouraged me at every
level of formation: high school, novi-
tiate, college, theology, graduate stud-
ies, etc. So did everyone else in my
immediate and extended family.” 
After graduating from the high

school seminary in 1965 he entered
the novitiate. He took his first vows
on September 8, 1966 and final vows
on August 22, 1970.  
“After completing graduate studies

in Medieval History, I was ordained a
priest on June 24, 1984, by Bishop
Richard Sklba, then one of the auxil-
iary bishops in the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee, following completion of a
deacon internship in Menomonee
Falls, Wisc,” he said.
There have been three stand out

milestones in his ministry. “First, as a
novice I internalized the idea that I am
a religious first and a priest second.
The word ‘priests’ in my community’s
title does not primarily refer to the or-
dained ministry. Our founder’s origi-
nal choice for a title was Oblates of
the Sacred Heart. He used the word
‘priests’ in obedience to the pope. 
“The second major milestone was

an intense encounter with Christ a few
years after ordination when I read a
verse in Mark’s Gospel (2:2), and he
was speaking the word to them. That
experience has influenced the way I
preach. 
“The third was an Internet memo

from my provincialate concerning the
possibility of ministry out here,” he
said. 
He is the moderator of “the

Catholic Pastoral Team” which serves
three parishes in this diocese: 
St. Michael, Kennebec, St. Mary,

Lower Brule, and St. Mary, Reliance.
The team’s ministry crosses the Mis-
souri River and includes three parishes
in the Sioux Falls Diocese: St. Cather-
ine, Big Bend; Immaculate Concep-
tion, Stephan; and St. Joseph, Ft.

Thompson. He is the canonical pastor
of the parishes of the congregations at
Stephan, Reliance, and Kennebec.
Those have mostly Caucasian mem-
bers. The other three parishes serve
mostly Native Americans. The 
ministry encompasses three Indian
Reservations, Lower Brule, Crow
Creek and Brule Sioux. 
The pastoral team includes two

other SCJ priests, a deacon, three sis-
ters, and one lay woman. 
What advice would he give to a

person seeking religious life? “Prayer
is most important. Then do well in
school. When asked if she wanted
‘pious girls’ for her order, St. Theresa
of Avila said, ‘No. I want intelligent
girls. I shall teach them the piety.’”
“Lastly, if you are attracted to a

specific community, follow the words
in John’s Gospel, come and see,” said
Fr. Dean.  

2015 Year of Consecrated Life: Fr. Joseph Dean, SCJ

Fr. Joseph Dean, SCJ

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the
safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of
sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara
Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately
at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information
will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged
abuse to civil authorities. 
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children
or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of
Rapid City will be investigated. The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of
conduct are posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
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Bonesteel, Immaculate Conception
Justin Bailey

Burke, Sacred Heart 
Todd Halsne

Custer, St. John
Alisha Coy 
Lester Pinkerton

Hot Springs, St. Anthony of Padua
Sierra Bastian
Sterling Sky Bastian
Valerie Joy Bastian
Brett Alan Nachtigall
Hannah Rose Sawyers 
John Kelly Sawyers
Vanessa Lynne Sawyers
Jeffery Lynn Willson

Kyle, Our Lady of Sorrows
Shania Has No Horse
Priscilla Has No Horse
Whitney White Lance

Murdo, St. Martin of Tours
Steve Reed
Chad Whitney
Parmelee, St. Agnes
Emma Rose Little Hoop 
Taylor Jo Rahn 

Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills
Justine Bradley 
Casey Collins 
Simba Maat 
Danielle Hanson
John Hough 
Lindsay Tuschen

Pine Ridge, Sacred Heart
Alan Brown
Aidan Brown
Echo Oldson
Kalijah Oldson
Antoine Oldson
Travis Yankton

Porcupine, Christ the King
Ava B. Big Crow
Daisy J. Big Crow
Jarron L. Bighorn
Patton X. Bighorn
Cayne W. Pettigrew
Sequoia D. Pettigrew
Nikolas A. Zuniga-Nunez
Baptism Only
James Crum
Ariahna P. Pettigrew
Armanii L. Pettigrew
Hayden L. Pettigrew
Corrina E. Zuniga-Nunez
Ofelia J. Zuniga-Nunez

Presho, Christ the King
Alicia Surrell

Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament
Rodney Cowling
Matthew Dormann
Adam Haave
Muriel Kjerstad
Brad Lee
Joaquin Martinez
Jennifer May
Evan Mese
Ethan Neuman
Kelli Neuman
Amanda Neville
Paige Rathe
Silyce Stracqualursi
Carolyn Waldo
Tasara White
Lindsay Willits
Baptism Only
Alejandro Martinez
Rafael Martinez
Deveah Stracqualursi

Rapid City, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Tessa Carruthers
Verna Rae Ehresmann

Lisa Freeman
Les Harrington
Mary Jackson
Anjelica Jean
Caleb Johnson
Cody Johnson
Kalli Knutelski
Kayle Knutelski
Debrah Leatherman
Marliee Obritsch
Cara Pruss
Connor Pruss
Tina Pruss
April Rypkema
Aubree Rypkema
Mark Schroeder
Athena Suridis
Bryan Vandersloot
Kaden Wangen
Janet Uhl

Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues 
Seth Bruhn 
Annie Cuny 
Olivia Vollmer 

Rapid City, St. Therese the Little Flower 
Adam Glenn Carroll
Guy Timothy Donley
Corbin W. Mudlin
Brandy LeAnne Popken
Heather Lee Popken
Joyce Marie Schlim
Matthew James Schmahl
Angela Sue Sovereign
Cristina Muree Zelfer

Spearfish, St. Joseph
Ryan Hall
Corey Hockenbary
Jamie Hockenbary
Kim Kling
Bart Samuelson 

Sturgis, St. Francis of Assisi
Jeanne Blalock 
Justine Burggraff 
Sandy Massa
Leona Schroeder   
Amanda Whelchel 
Joel Whelchel 

Wakpala, St. Bede
Baptism Only
Kennedy Leigh Rose Tiger
Tigh Walter Tiger

Wall, St. Patrick
Bart Cheney 
Sunny Heuther 

Winner, Immaculate Conception
August Bartels
Matt Brozik
Ava Craven
Arnolla Duffy 
Randa Heinzman 
Aiden Schroeder
Hayden McMurtrey
Danielle Westendorf 

To those who received one or more of the sacraments of
initiation into the Catholic Church at Easter Vigil or Easter,

Welcome to the Diocese of Rapid City

At Easter Vigil, Deacon Louis Usera assisted Fr. David Haschka, SJ, with the baptisms
at St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Rapid City. Here Deacon Usera is shown helping pour holy
water on Annie Cuny. Father Haschka is not in view. (Courtesy photo)

The Holy Spirit will provide everything to assist you in becoming 
mature disciples, giving you strength to spread and defend the

faith by word and deed – by your very life.
— Bishop Robert Gruss, Easter Vigil, April 4, 2015

By Becky Berreth

(Two family groups joined the Catholic
Church at St. Anthony of Padua Parish,
Hot Springs, at Easter Vigil. Both sat
down with the West River Catholic to talk
about why they wanted to join the church
and what drew them to the decision to
join as families.)

John Sawyers was in two car accidents
within months of each other and spent the
next three years in surgeries reading his
Bible and researching different religions
because he was not happy with what he
was doing. Raised Mennonite, he started
attending a nondenominational church
when he turned 18. One Sunday, he and
his daughter, Hannah, went looking for a
different church. 

“I saw a gentleman out back, and I
pulled over and I asked him about the Eu-
charist and how that worked in his
church. The last time I was in a Catholic
Church I was 4 or 5 years old. He didn’t
question whether I was Catholic or any-
thing. He just answered my questions, so
we started coming here. After that, my
daughter and I started attending to-
gether for a couple months. After a
while, my wife and oldest daughter saw
how excited we were, so they agreed to
try it. It was neat going through this with
the girls. Hannah and I became closer be-
cause we talked about it and had to de-
fend it to the rest of the family. I think it’s
important that, as so many churches keep
trying to please man, the Catholic Church
is steadfast. I respect that the church is
able to stand up for issues even though it
may anger some people.”

That moment before Mass stuck with
Deacon Tom Adams, the man John en-
countered behind the church that morn-
ing. 

“I was encouraged by John’s desire
and openness to joining us for Mass at St.
Anthony. I remember being aware of the
Holy Spirit’s presence in the moment. I
was really happy to see John had brought
his daughter Hannah with him. He told
me that it had been a long time since he’d

been to Mass. When John asked what he
should do during Mass and about the Eu-
charist (Communion), I welcomed them,
reassured him to not worry, and encour-
aged him join us for Mass which was
about to begin and I would introduce
them to our pastor, Fr. Kerry Prendiville,
afterwards. After Mass I looked for them
but didn’t see them. When I saw them the
next Sunday, I was thrilled. John had fol-
lowed the Spirit’s prompting and began
his journey to join our Catholic faith fam-
ily.”

Hannah, a fifth grader, remembers her
dad driving through town looking for a
new church and she was excited they
found St. Anthony Church. 

“This church is really open. It felt
warm, and I knew it was the place for us
to go. They (the parishioners) made us
feel like family. It was exciting — learn-
ing that the Eucharist was really truly
God and that Jesus gave up his life for all
the people. I can feel the presence of
God here. When I was confirmed at the
vigil, it gave me chills. I liked it when he
marked us with the oil; it smelled so
good.” 

Vanessa, a junior in high school, reluc-
tantly started attending church at Hot
Springs with her dad and sister. After at-
tending Mass and learning more about the
Catholic Church, she realized that what

she believed was in tune with Catholic
beliefs.

“I was drawn to the Catholic Church
because the majority of people stay true
to their beliefs and pursue a life of holi-
ness. People in St. Anthony Church were
very welcoming and made me feel a part
of something great. I believe that by join-
ing the Catholic Church I can improve
my faith and it will help me follow the
path that God has set for me. My confir-
mation classes helped me understand
more about my Catholic faith, and I felt
reassured in my decision to become
Catholic. The process of getting con-
firmed into the church with my dad and
sister was a great learning experience. It
was great to have them there to support
and help me. What I remember most
from the vigil is having a feeling of re-
newed faith and determination to be a dis-
ciple of Christ.”

It was music that brought Valerie Bas-
tian to St. Anthony Church. She experi-
enced what she calls her first “wow
moment” at a funeral Mass while the
choir was singing — she said she felt the
presence of the Holy Spirit and felt as if
she was part of a heavenly angel choir. 

She began attending Mass on the Sun-
days when the choir sang and soon was
asked to audition as a piano player. What
started as one Sunday a month quickly

turned into two, then three, and soon she
was attending Mass on a regular basis.

“After two years people started sug-
gesting I take the RCIA classes. I decided
to take the class because I was getting a
lot of meaning out of the Mass already,
but I was sure there was more. I thought
the classes were going to be more diffi-
cult than they were. I have been able to
see where my Protestant background
blends with the Catholic faith to allow for
a deeper understanding of what I
learned.”

When the class learned about patron
saints, Valerie says her saint chose her. 

“One Sunday, I was at the piano and
the sun came through the stained glassed
window and was warming me. There was
a friend playing with us, and I asked her
if she saw this and she said told me,
‘Jesus is blessing you.’ I looked around
and noticed that it was not on anyone else,
so I just basked in it and was warmed by
it. Shortly thereafter Bob Novotny
handed me a brown paper bag and said,
‘you should know that St. Nicholas day is
coming up and here is something for your
basket.’ Inside was a medallion of St. Ce-
cilia and if you are familiar with her art
you know that she is bathed in sunlight
while playing the piano.”

Sierra Bastian, a second grader, grew
up with her mother attending St. Anthony
Church. Not yet baptized in the Protestant
faith, she decided she wanted to learn
about the Catholic faith with her mom.

“I just wanted to do it. I like how they
turn the bread into Jesus. I felt weird
when I was baptized; I was happy.”

Sky Bastian, a fifth grader, enjoyed
learning about the Catholic faith and ex-
periencing the sacraments with his mom.

“When mom had her first reconcilia-
tion I had mine at the same time (with a
different priest). It was a good feeling. I
wanted to do this with my mom. My fa-
vorite part is learning about the people
who have seen Mary or have visions. I
chose St. Francis of Assisi for my patron
saint because he had Jesus’ wounds.”

The journey to join the Catholic faith — a family 

(Back row) Brett Nachtigall, John Sawyers, Jeff Willson, Susan Brafford (front row) Han-
nah Sawyers, Vanessa Sawyers, Valerie Bastian, Sky Bastian, Sierra Bastian,
Fr. Kerry Prendiville. (Photo by Dr. Heather Preuss)
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Rapid City:
Cathedral of 
Our Lady of 
Perpetual
Help, 520
Cathedral Dr.
— Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8
and 10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. Newman
Center, 316 Kansas City St. — 
Sunday 7 p.m.
Rapid City: Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church, 922 5th St. — 
Latin Mass in the Former Rite: 
Sunday 10 a.m.
Rapid City: St. Isaac Jogues Catholic
Church, 221 Knollwood Dr. — 
Saturday 7 p.m./Sunday 9 and 11 a.m.
Rapid City: St. Therese the Little Flower
Catholic Church, 523 Adams St. — 
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 9 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m.
Spearfish: St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
844 5th St. — Saturday 5:30 p.m./
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Sturgis: St. Francis of Assisi Catholic
Church, 1049 Howard St.  — 
Saturday 5 p.m./Sunday 9 a.m.
Wall: St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
701 Norris — Saturday 5 p.m./
Sunday 8 a.m.

Need to find another parish? 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/parishes/

Black Hills Tourist 
Summer Mass Guide
Belle Fourche: St. Paul Catholic Church,
855 5th St. — Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Custer: St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church, 449 Harney St. —
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m.
Deadwood: St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church, 760 Main St. — 
Saturday 6 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m.
Edgemont: St. James Catholic Church, 
310 3rd Ave. — Sunday 5 p.m.
Hermosa: St. Michael Catholic Church, 
150 Second St. — Saturday 6 p.m./
Sunday 9 a.m.
Hill City: St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Church, 100 Park Ave. — Sunday 
10 a.m. Bilingual Mass: Saturday 7 p.m.
Hot Springs: St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church, 538 University Ave. —
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Keystone: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Catholic Church, 1014 Madill St. — 
Sunday 8 a.m.
Lead: St. Patrick Catholic Church, 
141 Siever St.  — Saturday 4 p.m./
Sunday 10 a.m.
Piedmont: Our Lady of the Black Hills
Catholic Church, 12365 Sturgis Rd. 
(Exit 48) — Saturday 5 p.m./
Sunday 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Rapid City: Blessed Sacrament Catholic
Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd. — 
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 7, 9, and 
11 a.m. Spanish Mass: Sunday 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, 
August 13, 2015

September 29 & 30, 2015

Your support will help to enrich 
the lives of  Catholic families 

in western South Dakota

Stukel’s Upland Adventures
Outfitters and Guides

Gregory, SD

Arrowhead Country Club, Rapid City SD

BENEFITING SEMINARIAN EDUCATION
IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

www.wsdcf.o
rg

The Seven Sorrows of Mary Rosary by Hermit Sister
A Rosary for the Souls in Purgatory with Fr. Miguel Gonzalez
The Complete Rosary with Dana & Fr. Kevin Scallon
The Complete Still Waters Rosary by Vinny Flynn & Still Waters
Scriptural Rosary with Vinny Flynn & Still Waters
A Rosary for Vocations with Fr. Timothy Sheedy 
A Rosary of Healing with Dana & Fr. Kevin Scallon
The Rosary for Life with Fr. Frank Pavone
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy in Song

by Trish Short

The month of May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The Mustard Seed has a variety of CDs to help you pray the
rosary daily and throughout the year."

Pray
RosarytheOn Divine Mercy Sunday, April 12 — 15 people from St. Rose of Lima Parish,

Hill City, devoted themselves to console the Heart of Jesus after a 10-week 
retreat lead by Fr. Janusz Korban, based on the book by Fr. Michael Gaitley
MIC, “Consoling the Heart of Jesus.” (From L-R) Peg Noem, Shawn McVey,
Maryann Tully, Deacon Fred Tully, Mary Larson, Glenda Nemec, Dana Voorhees,
and Joanie McVey. Also making the retreat were Marcia Mitchell, LeRoy Hoff,
Julie Gray, Debbie McVey, Marie Askew, and Margie Felton. 
(Photo by Fr. Janusz Korban)

Consoling the Heart of Jesus

Check out the Diocese of Rapid City at:
Website www.rapidcitydiocese.org 

Facebook facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity 
Twitter @RapidCitydiorc

708 St. Joseph St., Rapid City 
605-348-5228
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Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D

Making
Sense of
Bioethics

More than 20 years ago, Dr. David
Eddy, writing in the “Journal of the
American Medical Association,” de-
scribed how his mother, though not suf-
fering from a terminal illness, chose to
end her life through VSED
(voluntarily stopping
eating and drinking).
She was “very in-
dependent, very
self-sufficient ,
and very content.”
When she began
to be afflicted by
various ailments,
including rectal
prolapse, she
talked with her
p h y s i c i a n - s o n
about “how she
could end her life
gracefully.” 

When she asked him, “Can I stop
eating?” he told her that if it was really
her intention to end her life, she could
also stop drinking since, “without
water, no one, not even the healthiest,
can live more than a few days.” After a
family bash celebrating her 85th birth-
day, she “relished her last piece of
chocolate, and then stopped eating and
drinking.” She died of dehydration six
days later, with her son arranging for
pain medications to be administered
during her final days and hours.

Choosing not to eat or drink can be
packaged as a noble and well-inten-
tioned way to avoid intense pain and
suffering, but VSED ultimately repre-
sents a flawed choice. It subtly draws
us into the mistake of treating the ob-
jective good of our life as if it were an
evil to be quelled or extinguished. We
have a moral duty to preserve and pro-
tect our life, and to use ordinary means
of doing so. Suicide, even by starvation
and dehydration, is still suicide and is
never morally acceptable.

For some critically-ill patients, con-
tinued attempts to ingest food and liq-

What is VSED and why should it matter to us?
uids may cause significant complica-
tions, including severe nausea, vomit-
ing, or complex problems with
elimination. Such patients may find
themselves effectively incapable of eat-

ing or drinking. This is not
VSED, but a direct mani-

festation of their ad-
vanced disease state,
and does not raise
any of the ethical
concerns associated
with VSED.

As disease or se-
vere illness ad-
vances, and a patient
draws near to death,
various bodily sys-
tems may begin to
fail, and a natural
decrease in appetite

can occur. This is also different from a
voluntary decision to stop eating and
drinking — VSED refers specifically to
a conscious, elective decision on the
part of a patient not to eat or drink when
eating and drinking would be antici-
pated to provide benefit to them with-
out undue burdens.

As people are dying, the real evil that
often needs to be quelled or extin-
guished is pain, and severe pain is prop-
erly addressed by non-suicidal means,
that is to say, through effective pain
management and palliative care strate-
gies. 

Dr. M. Scott Peck in his book “De-
nial of the Soul” argues that the “fail-
ure to treat pain is medical malpractice
.... (and) one of the worst crimes in
medicine today.” We live in an age that
possesses a remarkable arsenal of meth-
ods and pharmaceuticals to address
physical pain, depression and death-re-
lated anxiety, leaving little excuse for
individuals to fear undergoing agoniz-
ing and pain-racked deaths. 

Some have sought to suggest that pa-
tients who choose VSED may feel less
pain because the nervous system be-

comes dulled and the body may end up
releasing chemicals which provide nat-
ural analgesia or pain relief: “What my
patients have told me over the last 25
years is that when they stop eating and
drinking, there’s nothing unpleasant
about it — in fact, it can be quite bliss-
ful and euphoric,” said Dr. Perry G.
Fine, vice president of medical affairs
at the National Hospice and Palliative
Care Organization in Arlington, Va.
“It’s a very smooth, graceful and ele-
gant way to go.” 

Such claims, however, remain highly
controversial and strain credulity. 

Dehydration and starvation consti-
tute a form of assault against the in-
tegrity of the body and the whole
organism, and if the body reacts by re-
leasing chemicals, this is a form of
“shock” response to an escalating trau-
matic situation. As noted for Dr. Eddy’s
mother, pain medications were required
to control the significant suffering and
discomfort that would otherwise have
ensued from her dehydration/starvation. 

Even those who promote VSED ad-
vocate uniformly for concurrent pain
control. In fact, Helga Kuhse, a well-
known advocate of assisted suicide,
once argued that when people see how
painful a death by starvation and dehy-
dration really is, then, “in the patient’s

best interest,” they will soon come to
accept active euthanasia through, for
example, a lethal injection. Indeed,
VSED is frequently promoted by right
to die advocates as one method among
others to carry out suicide or euthana-
sia. 

By its nature, VSED appears to be
defined by the intent to cause death by
forgoing the most basic requirements to
conserve human life. Intentionally en-
gaging in such damaging and self-de-
structive behaviors, by foisting
dehydration and starvation onto our
mortal frames so as to shutter our
earthly existence, can never represent
an ordered kind of human choice.

‘As people are dying, the
real evil that often needs 
to be quelled or extinguished
is pain...’

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese
of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Di-
rector of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadel-
phia. See www.ncbcenter.org.
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By Bill Dodds

“It could be any couple.”  That’s the
answer you’ll get if you ask a family
counselor to describe the “typical cou-
ple” who comes looking for help be-
cause of unemployment.

A husband and wife may come be-
cause they need assistance reconfigur-
ing the family budget to live with less,
unemployment has affected their sex
life, they fight over what the children
should give up, a wife resents that she
must now be the family’s bread-winner,
or because a husband feels he no longer
has what it takes to “be a man,” the
family’s main provider.

They may come because the stress of
unemployment has led to depression or
illness. To alcohol or drug abuse. To
anger or violence. To a combination
that’s unique to a couple’s own
strengths and weakness.

They may come because they see
that their marriage is crumbling and
may not survive. Sadly, some marriages
don’t. “Divorce happens. Absolutely,”
noted Sarah Griffin, a Licensed Mental
Health Counselor in Everett, Washing-
ton. “Problems build up. Resentment
builds up.”

Unemployment can leave an indi-
vidual — and a couple — feeling over-
whelmed, powerless, frightened. In a
word, crushed. Yes, the partner looking
for work can follow all the recom-
mended steps for landing that next job,
but that can be a long time.

The good news is that both husband
and wife can make positive decisions
that can ultimately strengthen their mar-
riage. Here are seven ways to help your
marriage when a spouse is unemployed.

1. The unemployed spouse, Griffin
said, can choose to accept that things
are the way they are. He or she can let
go of the misguided but understandable
belief that “my life has to be the way
things were, or nothing is okay.”

2. The employed spouse can re-

When unemployment hits home: seven ways to help your marriage

member to let the out-of-work spouse
continue to have the same role he or she
has always had when it comes to mak-
ing family decisions. (Griffin pointed
out that “those decisions are usually
around money.”)

3. Both can keep in mind that with
loss comes grief. “Losses can be devas-
tating,” Griffin noted, “and being laid
off is a primary loss.” A new loss like
unemployment can bring up old losses
that haven’t been dealt with, she added.

4. They can keep an eye out for
signs or symptoms that they need out-
side help. A tip-off, said Griffin, is a
“situation or emotions that interfere
with your daily life. You can’t get out
of bed in the morning. You can’t make
it through the day. The two of you can’t
stop arguing.”

5. They can seek help from both in-
formal sources (wise and trusted friends
or family members) and professional
ones (private counselors, counseling
services, or programs available through
a parish or diocese).

6. They can notice and appreciate
that, in the middle of all this turmoil,
there may well be some positives. A dad
may be surprised to discover he really
enjoys being home with the kids. Now

he gets to know them, and they get to
know him. A couple that has seriously
considered simplifying the family’s
lifestyle can realize that now there’s
both a perfect excuse to do just that —
and little option to do otherwise.

7. They can see how their religious
faith is helping them through this and
they can trust that it will continue to do
so. In Griffin’s experience as a coun-
selor, “any issue with a faith-based cou-
ple is easier.” Why? “I imagine it’s
because they know there’s a Higher
Power who cares about them, whom
they can pray to,” she said. “A Chris-
tian marriage is very, very different

from a secular one. There’s a different
language that includes things like ‘this
happened for a reason’ and ‘I can pray
about this.’”

And what a difference — what an
ongoing blessing and source of grace
and strength — that can be, in good
times and in bad.

(Reprinted/edited with permission of
author Bill Dodds — a long-time writer
for Catholic publications whose latest
novels are “Pope Bob” and “My
Great-Grandfather Turns 12 Today”—
and For Your Marriage, a USCCB ini-
tiative, www.foryourmarriage.org ).

Cathedral hosts weekly prayer time for world peace
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, is inviting people to
stop in on Thursdays between noon and 1 p.m., to pray in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Parishioner Barbara Shank worked with the pastor, Fr. Michel Mulloy, to have
a designated time  for people to come together and pray for world peace 
especially in the Middle East. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed during that
time for ongoing adoration. Father Mulloy in his weekly letter to parish-
ioners on the parish bulletins said, “We gather to pray for those Christians
who are suffering persecution and martyrdom, and for their families and
parish communities … (and) for the men and women in the armed
services who have volunteered to enter into this struggle and
defend and protect the freedom we hold dear.” 

The hour is not comprised of organized prayers, but 
petitions can be found on a table labeled “Resources.”
It is hoped people can pray for the hour or a portion 

of the hour.
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By John Schmit
Catholic Social Services

May is Mental Health Awareness
Month. Various events will take place
throughout the month to bring aware-
ness to the people living in western
South Dakota that there is help and
there is hope. One of the
highlighted activities dur-
ing May is our Mental
Health Awareness & 
Suicide Prevention Day to
be held May 21 at the
Main Street Square. This
year’s theme is Healthy
Minds, Healthy Families.
There are 11 nonprofit, 501(c)(3)

mental health organizations  joining
their collective voices for mental well-
ness: Youth & Family Services, Black
Hills Health Care System, Department
of Veteran Affairs, Catholic Social
Services, Children’s Home Society,
Community Health Center of the Black
Hills, Front Porch Coalition, Lifeways,
LSS, National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness, South Dakota National Guard,

An 8’x15’ canvas, with a mental health theme, was created by About This Life
artists during the event at Main Street Square at last year’s Mental Health Day.
These artists will also paint a new mural at this year’s event. (Courtesy Photo)

Behavior Management Systems, and .
The 211 Helpline, the National Guard
and NAMI Recovery Connections, will
also join us in the May 21 activities.
This is the fourth Annual Mental

Health Awareness & Suicide Preven-
tion Day in Rapid City. The first year

about 125 people at-
tended, the second year
closer to 250, and we
continue to grow each
year. This is a fun event
to bring awareness to
our community that 1 in

5 Americans has a diagnos-
able mental health disorder that is treat-
able with the help of a mental health
professional. Our goal is to breakdown
the stigma associated with mental ill-
ness. There will be live music, a dance
group, free food, mental health services
information, and a balloon release.
Guest speakers will share their personal
stories of living with mental illness. A
proclamation from the governor and the
mayor will also be read. 
The balloon release finale is very

popular. Many people write personal
notes on the balloons; it is a very touch-
ing moment that ends the evening with
hugs, smiles and tears. 
We are going to continue into the

evening this year with a family movie
under the stars, “Big Hero 6.” The
Rapid City Movies Under the Stars
group is a new sponsor to the event.

They are not hosting, but are helping
obtain the movie. Manlove Psychiatric
Group is also a new sponsor helping to
pay for the cost of the movie.

For additional information on this
event, please contact John Schmit at
Catholic Social Services, 605-348-6086
or 1-800-727-2401. 

Agencies band together for May 21 Mental Health Awareness & Suicide Prevention Day 

By Sr. Florence 
McManamem, OSB

April 28 marked the close of the
125th year of remembrance of the
founding of St. Martin Monastery in
1889 in Sturgis. When the year opened
on April 28, 2014, Bishop Robert Gruss
celebrated Mass here at the Monastery.
Monsignor William O’Connell was the
celebrant of our daily Mass on our an-
niversary day this year. The sisters en-
joyed a quiet day of prayer and
reflection with a special dinner in our
decorated dining room. Now, we look
forward with joy and trust to a future of
strengthening our relationship with
God and of ministry to his people. If
you didn’t receive our 125th Anniver-
sary brochure and would like a copy,

please call the Monastery at 343-8011
or email srflomcman@aol.com.
During ceremonies at Vespers on

May 2, Prioress Mary Wegher hands 
a rule of St. Benedict to Lisa 
Chamley, one of our postulants, 
entering the canonical novitiate.
(Courtesy photo)

May 2, Lisa Chamley, one of our pos-
tulants, entered the canonical novitiate.
The year of novitiate is somewhat like
a year’s retreat with a focus on learning
about the community, the Benedictine
Way of Life, Scripture, spirituality, and
developing a closer relationship with
Jesus. Lisa chose the name Samantha
to be her name as a religious. In He-
brew the name Samantha means “Lis-
tener.” The Prologue of the Rule written
by St. Benedict begins with the words,
“Listen carefully … with the ear of
your heart” and quotes Scripture with
its admonition to listen and hear many
times throughout the rule. The sisters
welcomed Sister Samantha into the
community with a promise of support
and prayer. We know that you too will

During vespers new Benedictine novice takes the name Samantha
remember Sister Samantha in prayer.
On Tuesday, April 28, Sister Yvette

Mallow, the volunteer chaplain at Good
Samaritan, led the prayer at the ground
breaking ceremonies for Good Samari-
tan’s low income housing apartment
complex on Wisconsin Street.
Several community members en-

joyed vacation/family time in April.
The care of the fruit trees, rhubarb,
flowers, and vegetable gardens are now
underway. Sister Edna Marie Stephen-
son, who completed the Master 
Gardener’s training, is a good advisor.
Sister Marmion Howe presented a
workshop, Centering Prayer 
Immersion Experience. Sister Therese
Marie organized our annual art exhibit
April 17-19.
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By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

Currently petitions are being circu-
lated in the Diocese of Rapid City and na-
tionwide requesting the canonization of
Nicholas Black Elk. When the signed pe-
titions are gathered they will be formally
presented to Bishop Robert Gruss later
this year. 
In writing this article I am using infor-

mation from a biography developed by
Mark Thiel,
archivist at Mar-
quette University
and from “Ameri-
can Indian Saint-
hood and the
Catholic Church”
written by Michael Steltenkamp, SJ, who
is an anthropologist at Wheeling Jesuit
University.
Nicholas Black Elk is a renowned

medicine man born in the 1860s. In 1872,
atop Harney Peak he was favored with a
great vision. The story of Jesus appealed
to his imagination for there is much about
Jesus which resounds in native ways; his
humility and bravery in facing death, his
love and service of the people. This iden-
tification can be seen in Black Elk’s great
Vision of Jesus:  
“Then they led me to the center of the

circle where once more I saw the holy
tree all full of leaves and blooming…
Against the tree there was a man stand-
ing with arms held wide in front of him.

I looked hard at him, and could not tell
what people he came from. He was not
white and he was not Indian. His hair was
long and hanging loose, and on the left
side of his head he wore an eagle feather.
His body was strong and good to see and
it was painted red….He was a very fine
looking man. While I was staring hard at
him, his body began to change and be-
came very beautiful with all colors of
light and around him there was light. He

spoke like
singing: ‘My
life is such that
all earthly be-
ings and grow-
ing things
belong to me.

Your father the Great Spirit, has said this,
you too must say this.’” 
Nine years later, his powers were con-

firmed and he became a healer and pow-
erful medicine man among his people.
Curious about Christianity, he began to
watch and study it. He learned about St.
Kateri Tekakwitha and in 1885, he signed
the original petition supporting the cause
for her canonization (declaration as a
saint). In 1904 a Jesuit priest invited him
to study Christianity at Holy Rosary Mis-
sion near Pine Ridge. He did so and on
the Feast of St. Nicholas, Dec. 6 he was
baptized Nicholas William. St. Nicholas
provided him a Christian model of char-
ity that resonated with his role as a tradi-
tional spiritual leader.

Believing that the Great Spirit had
called him to greater service, he became
an authentic Christian who intertwined
Lakota and Christian practices. He prayed
regularly with his rosary and sacred pipe
and participated in Mass and Lakota cer-
emonies. In 1907, the Jesuits appointed
him a catechist because of his enthusiasm
and excellent memory for learning scrip-
ture and church teachings. Like St. Paul,
he traveled widely, he preached and told
stories and wrote pastoral letters in
Lakota with Bible verses on good Chris-
tian living.
He was a devout catechist for nearly

fifty years. It was this role for which his
people held him in high esteem. Because
of his missionary labors, 400 Native peo-
ple were baptized and many more were
evangelized.
Before his passing on August 19, 1950,

he predicted that it would be marked by a
sign. On the night of his wake service at
St. Agnes Parish, the northern lights
danced overhead with unprecedented bril-
liance. It was a heavenly display and ce-
lestial presentation, the likes of which no
one had previously seen. One comment
from a friend was;” God sent those ob-
jects to shine on that old missionary …
the Holy Spirit shined upon him because

Through the work of catechist Nicholas
Black Elk more than 400 native people
were baptized. (Courtesy photo)

Petitions circulated for the canonization of Nicholas Black Elk

he was such a holy man.” 
Presently, there is a prayer being de-

veloped locally and an icon painted by
the famous iconographer, Fr. John 
Giuliani. These two will be put together
to create a holy card so we can continue
to pray for the canonization of Nicholas
Black Elk.

If you are interested in signing a petition 
or circulating one, please contact my 

office at the Catholic Chancery, 
605-343-3541 or 

MLeaneaughSr@diorc.org,



In Your Prayers
In your prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordinations
and death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Birthdays: June 5, Fr. Vin-
cent Suparman, SCJ; June 17, Fr. John Heying; June 25, Bishop Robert Gruss;
June 26, Fr. Tony Grossenburg; June 27, Fr. Ed Witt, SJ. Ordinations: June 1,
1974, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ; June 6, 1991, Fr. Mark McCormick; June 7, 1984,
Fr. Kerry Prendiville; June 7, 2014, Fr. Chris Johnson, SJ; June 8, 1973, Fr.
Dan Juelfs; June 8, 1974, Fr. John Hatcher, SJ; June 8, 1979, Fr. Michel Mul-
loy and Fr. David Matzko, SJ; June 8, 1989, Fr. Brian Lane; June 8, 2001, Fr.
Timothy Castor and Fr. Matthew Fallgren; June 9, 1988, Fr. Gary Oreshoski
and Fr. Bryan Sorensen; June 9, 2000, Fr. John Heying and Fr. Andrzej
Wyrostek; June 9, 2006, Fr. James Hoerter; June 10, 1994, Fr. Peter Etzel, SJ;
June 11, 1976, Fr. Richard Abert, SJ; June 11, 1982, Msgr. Michael Woster;
June 11, 1992, Fr. Leo Hausmann; June 11, 2005, Fr. David De Marco, SJ; June
12, 1954, Fr. D. Craig Cower; June 12, 1981, Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; June 12, 1998,
Fr. Ed Vanorny; June 13, 1997, Fr. Janusz Korban; June 14, 1974, Fr. George
Winzenburg, SJ; June 17, 1983, Fr. Ron Garry; June 19, 2009, Fr. Andrea
Benso; June 19, 2014, Fr. Jonathan Dillon, Fr. Grant Gerlach, and Fr. Adam
Hofer; June 24, 1984, Fr. Joseph Dean, SCJ; June 25, 2009, Fr. Tyler Dennis;
June 29, 1995, Fr. Tim Hoag; June 30, 2001, Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP.
Necrology: June 2, 1966, William McGuill; June 3, 1940, Bruno Suchsland;
June 7, 1914, Joseph Chausee; June 8, 1952, Arthur LaFleur; June 9, 1963,
Joseph O’Rourke; June 9, 1972, Francis Collins, SJ; June 12, 1924, Thomas
Hoban; June 12, 1936, Michael Straeten; June 14, 1975, Eugene Szalay; June
17, 1961, Bernard Isherwood; June 19, 1967, Peter Price, SJ; June 20, 1946,
Columban Bregenzer, OSB; June 22, 1975, Patrick McCormick; June 26, 1999,
Joseph Zeller; June 27, 1985, Victor Perky, SCJ; June 30, 1964, Jerome Major.
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60th Wedding Anniversary
Miller, S.D. — Delmar and Patty
Fawcett will celebrate their
60th anniversary on May
28.They have two daughters
and had one son (Father Brian
Fawcett, deceased), five 
grandchildren and four great
grandchildren. They are 
members of St Ann Parish,
Miller. Cards may be sent to
them at 20361 Green Valley
Road, Ree Heights, SD 57371.

During the 2014-15 school year  the St. Patrick/St. Ambrose Churches of
Lead/Deadwood began a monthly service night for parishioners. Projects in-
cluded assembling hygiene bags for the Lord’s Cupboard, making gift boxes for
Operation Shoebox, creating live advent wreaths for homebound parishioners,
providing a spiritual bouquet for Father Peter Kovarik’s family, assembling
children’s welcome bags for the Foster Parent Association, and cutting denim
shoe pieces for the Sole Hope Organization. (Courtesy photo)

‘What you did for one of these least brothers of
mine, you did for me,’ Mt 25:40.

Schedule of Events:

Poker Run:

8:30am..................Mass at Terra Sancta, Rapid City
9:30-10:30am........Blessing of the Bikes 

and Breakfast 
3-6pm ..................BBQ & Silent Auction at

Outdoor Motor Sports, Spearfish

8:30-10:30am ..........Registration - $50/person
Includes 3 poker hands, breakfast with 
Bishop Gruss, T-Shirt, SWAG Bag & BBQ
Pay by cash, check or credit card
Draw Poker Hands at Outdoor Motor Sports, 
Spearfish by 4pm
1st Prize $300     2nd Prize $200   
3rd Prize $100     Low Hand $50

Sponsored by:Proceeds go to
Newman Center
Capital Campaign

Outdoor Motor Sports
Black Hills Harley Davidson
Black Hills Pioneer

l

l

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2015

For more information, contact Tracy at tmanningegge@gmail.com
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tered nurse in 1946. Sister Miriam then
moved to Scottsbluff where she worked
at St. Mary Hospital until 1955 and then
returned to Minot for the next 20 years.

She received her
bachelor of science in
1957 from St. Mary
College in Xavier,
Kan., and her master’s
degree in nursing
service in 1964 from
Catholic University in
Washington, D.C., in
1978.
Her ministry in

health care brought her to St. Joseph
Hospital in Alliance in 1977. In 1980 she
became administrator of Marian Resi-
dence serving in that capacity until 1990.

Virginia Sylvia Barrera, 89, one of
the first lay ministers in the diocese
Virginia was born near Twin Buttes,

S.D., on February 3, 1926. She passed
away in Sioux Falls on April 15.
Virginia was united in marriage to

Jesus Barrera for 45
years. During this
marriage they had 11
children. 
She was among

the first lay ministers
commissioned in the
Diocese of Rapid
City. She led the
rosary at many wake
services in White

River and conducted Communion serv-
ices at the White River Nursing Home. As
St. Ignatius Parish Administrative Assis-
tant she kept the books and paid the bills.
According to her former pastor, Father
Edward Witt, SJ, “She was a kind, hum-
ble, and unselfish person with a strong
love of family and the community of
White River. She could laugh at herself
and the foibles of others. She lived in a
modest home where she experienced spir-
itual visions.”

Historic Rectory

t. Mary Star of the Sea is selling, through sealed bids, a Sears & Roebuck
house to be moved by purchaser. Bids will be accepted through June 18.
Bids will be awarded by July 3. House needs to be removed by October 30.
Moving is the responsibility of the purchaser. All bids are final. S

1670 square feet
4 bedroom
2 bathrooms
With appliances 
electric range, dishwasher
refrigerator

Covered Porch
Central Air
New Propane Furnace.

l

l

l

l

l

l

l

To set up a viewing of this historic property,
please contact one of the following

Mark — 605-456-9847    John — 605-490-9506
Tim — 605-456-1075    Teresa — 605-949-2621

Sealed Bid – Min. Bid $17,500
Sealed bids shall include earnest money in the form of a cashier’s check of 15% of the total bid.

l

l

306 6th Street, Newell

Survivors include: Jesus Jr., Anthony
Barrera and Sylvia Barrera, all of White
River, Nicholas Barrera of Wolf Point,
Mont., Mary DeLaCruz of Luther, Okla.,
Maria Barrera of Lead, and also Gloria
Barrera. In total, she had approximately
89 grandchildren, great grandchildren
and great great grandchildren. She is also
survived by her sister Bertha Black Elk
who is her last surviving sibling.
She is buried at the White River

Cemetery. Arrangements by Holmes Fu-
neral Home, Valentine, Neb.

Sr. Miriam Rubel, 91, called to 
religious life from the Diocese of
Rapid City
Sister Miriam Rubel, 91, died May 7, at
Marian Residence in Alliance, Neb. 
Sister Miriam was born on June 14,
1923, at Paxton (Dallas) S.D., to
Charles and Ida (Budde) Rubel and was
named Marcella Rose.
She entered Marycrest Convent in

Denver, Colo., on September 8, 1941, and
professed her vows on August 16, 1943,
as Sister Mary Miriam. She moved to
Minot, N.D., as a nursing student at St.
Joseph Hospital graduating as a regis-

She then returned to Marycrest in Denver
and for a time was a hospital administra-
tor in Kenmare, N.D. In 1996 she moved
back to Alliance to resume work as ad-
ministrator at Marian Residence until
2004. In recent years she has continued
her ministry in service to others in Al-
liance, Denver, and O’Neill, Neb., and re-
located to Alliance permeantly in 2010.
She is survived by her sister-in-law,

Darlene Rubel of Bellevue, Iowa and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.  
Mass of Christian Burial was held

May 13 at Holy Rosary Church in Al-
liance with Father John Kakkuzhiyil of-
ficiating. Burial is in Calvary Cemetery
in Alliance. Memorials may be given to
Marian Residence. Online condolences
may be left at www.batesgould.com.

Virginia Barrera

Sr. Miriam Rubel

Dr. Paula Sorensen    Dr. Jason Hafner
Eye Exams for the Whole Family

Contact lens specialist, including bifocal contact lenses    Great frames & sunglasses
Diabetes and Glaucoma management    Family & second pair discounts 

Urgent eye car for infections, foreign body removal and other eye problems

l

l

l

2626 W. Main St., Suite 4
Rapid City, SD 57702
(Next to Pizza Hut)

605-399-3811
1-877-399-EYES
invisionoptical.org
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ALBANY, N.Y. (CNS) — Entire fami-
lies navigate their smartphones while
sharing meals at restaurants. Students text
in class. Parents take phone calls at their
children’s sporting events and plays. It’s
no surprise that cellphones affect even
church. It has become common for
parishes to place blurbs in their bulletins
about silencing cellphones and for lec-
tors to make announcements about it be-
fore liturgies, reminding parishioners
they’re in a place of worship. In some
places, Mass goers heed the notices —
with a few exceptions for people who
work in emergency fields or don’t under-
stand how to silence their phones. 

At other parishes, ringtones, texting or
even taking calls during liturgies can dis-
tract the presider and the people in the
pews. Dorothy Sokol, parish life director
at Our Lady of Grace Parish in Ballston
Lake, notices phones ringing and worship-
pers texting at Mass, despite signs in two
different places and announcements cau-
tioning against it. 

She said some people don’t know
they’re offending people, but she’s dis-
tracted by it, especially when parents let
toddlers play electronic games on their
phones. Some parishioners use a tablet or
smartphone to follow along with the read-
ings for Mass, and “there’s a place” for
that, she said. As for texting, “people have

to be conscious that they’re in
church to pray with a community
and to try, if possible, to put the
distractions away,” Sokol told
“The Evangelist,” Albany’s
diocesan newspaper. She’s not
sure how to handle teenagers
she’s seen texting repeatedly.

“What do you say?” she wondered. “Do
you give the teenager grief when the par-
ents are sitting right next to them and not
saying anything? The last thing I want is
for them to stop coming. You have to fig-
ure out what’s best. 

“Unfortunately, asking, ‘What would
Jesus do?’ isn’t a good question” — the
Son of God never had a cellphone.

R U texting in church? Put the phone down

Ground Breaking
Parishioners of St. Michael Church, Hermosa, held a ground breaking 
ceremony for a new church on May 5. (L-R) In the center, surround by parish-
ioners, Bishop Robert Gruss helped with the digging after he blessed the land.
Next to the bishop is Fr. Michel Mulloy, pastor, digging in also. Land donors,
Leo and Deb VanSambeek are shoveling next to their son, Levi. Also breaking
ground was Jim Preston, a representative American Legion Post 303. The
church and the post are building on adjacent sites. The two groups hope to
save money by sharing a parking lot. Fr. Mulloy said, “We are proud to partner
with the American Legion and look forward to a long history of support and
cooperation.” (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)
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Dear Diocese of Rapid City,
I am overwhelmingly grateful for the

many ways you all have shaped my life. 
In a special way, I am so grateful for

the scholarship to The Catholic Univer-
sity of America. My university experi-
ence has enriched my life and given me
many opportunities to grow intellectu-
ally and spiritually. My time here has
come to an end. On May 16, I graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts in History. One
of the highlights of my time at CUA
was studying for a semester in Rome.
The most rewarding experience was
writing my senior thesis on the founda-
tions of Catholic missions on the Rose-
bud and Pine Ridge Reservations, and
presenting my work at Georgetown dur-
ing the History Honor Society’s Mid-
Atlantic Conference. In addition to my
studies, I am a volunteer docent at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. I have made

the most of my time in Washington, DC
by attending lectures, exhibits, and
other cultural experiences at museums
and embassies. 

Over the past three summers, I have
been blessed to work on the Duc in

Altum teams.
Through this experi-
ence, I had the privi-
lege of meeting many
of you. Without the
diocesan scholarship,
it would have been
impossible for me to
attend CUA and do
this work. 

After graduation, I
will begin course-
work on a Master’s in
Education through
Creighton Univer-
sity’s Magis Catholic
Teacher Core. During
this two year pro-

gram, I will teach social studies and re-
ligion at a Catholic Middle School in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Please continue to pray for me as I
begin this new chapter in my life and
know of my sustained prayers for you.
Western South Dakota will always be
my home, and I hope to be reunited
with you all again soon.

Love, 
Theresa Kinyon

Diocesan CUA Scholarship winner graduates, joins Magis program

Theresa Kinyon stands in front of one of Washington
D.C.’s famous cherry trees. She was the last student to
earn the Catholic University of America diocesan 
scholarship. (Courtesy photo)

National Catholic
school students raise
$1 million through
2015 Catholic Schools
Raffle

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Students, staff
and supporters of Catholic schools in
Rapid City celebrated the morning of
March 19 after learning that they had
helped raise more than a million dol-
lars for Catholic education.
The Catholic Schools Raffle is an

annual fundraiser paid for entirely by
Catholic United Financial, a fraternal
life insurance company headquar-
tered in St. Paul, Minn. All expenses
for the raffle are paid for by Catholic
United, allowing the school to keep
100 percent of the money they
raised.
The March 19 drawing, held in Min-

nesota, awarded an array of prizes to
ticket buyers, including a Ford Es-
cape (or $25,000 cash), $5,000 vaca-
tion voucher, family getaways, iPads,
cameras, gift cards and more. Almost
$45,000 in prizes were up for grabs.
Josh Houk, Rapid City, won a $150
Amazon gift card in the raffle. 
He purchased the ticket in support 
of St. Thomas More School.
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SAPA UN ACADEMY CELEBRATES UNCI MAKA DAY
ROSEBUD — Third and fourth
grade students at the Sapa Un
Academy, St. Francis, cele-
brated Unci Maka Day (Earth
Day) by picking up trash at 
St. Francis Mission. The Sapa
Un Catholic Academy is a dual-
language Catholic academy
started by The St. Francis 
Mission to establish a highly
selective, comprehensive,
Catholic, co-educational acad-
emy to form a new generation
of Lakota leaders to be col-
lege-educated, sober, and
faith-filled. Sapa Un Catholic
Academy is now accepting ap-
plications for students in
grades K-5. Applications may
be picked up at the adminis-
tration offices of St. Francis
Mission or at the school. For
more information, call 605-
747-2567 or 605-747-2361.
(Courtesy photo)

By Becky Berreth

St. Thomas More juniors and 
seniors spent their Easter holiday help-
ing with the daily care of the handi-
capped children and adults, working on
a retaining wall, building sidewalks,
painting living quarters, and helping in
the greenhouses at two orphanages in
Jamaica. 

Fundraising efforts by the 21 
students included the Men in Black
Basketball night, a piano concert,
working concessions at sporting events
and asking for donations from area
churches and the Rotary Club. Enough
money was raised to purchase three
commercial washing machines for the
Mustard Seed Communities. Missionar-
ies were responsible for their program
and airline costs. 

The group worked April 1-11 at
Blessed Assurance and Jacobs Ladder
orphanages. Both homes are part of the
Mustard Seed Communities. Today
they serve over 500 children, young
adults and families who belong to the
most vulnerable groups in 
Jamaican society — children and
young adults with disabilities, children

STM MISSION TRIP TO JAMAICA

Evan Henderson, Giles McGillick, Nicholas Elliott, P.J. Freidel, Cassidy 
Stratman, Jared Kovall-Scarlett, Henry O’Meara, and Brandon Emery spread concrete
at an orphange in Jamaica as part of the 2015 missions trip.
(Courtesy photo)

affected by HIV/AIDS and teen 
mothers along with their babies. They
also manage a number of community
outreach programs to combat poverty
and provide education to local 
populations. Currently, Blessed 
Assurance houses 35 children, 18 and
younger, who are severely disabled. Ja-
cobs Ladder has approximately 80 resi-
dents and houses residents 18 and
older. 

After their return, the missionaries
were able to share their experiences
with the St. Thomas More High School
at an assembly. Each student shared
what the most powerful part of the trip
was, followed by a short video docu-
menting some of the students and chap-
erones interaction with the 
community.

“This community was built out of
love to help the children,” explained
senior Henry O’Meara. “It was a bless-
ing to go down there and live in the
moment.” 

“It was profound to see how these
kids found happiness in the small
things,” agreed junior Luke Haugen.
“That happiness is something that we
can take with us.”



by Father 
Jonathan Dillon
Associate Pastor

Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help

Laudetur Iesus Christus
(Praised be Jesus Christ)!
With the year wrapping

up, my mind is flooded with
the memories and blessings
of this last year. For many of
our students, this was their
first exposure to a Newman
Center community on cam-
pus. And to be honest, it was
mine too. For both under-
graduate and graduate studies
I attended universities that
did not have such a commu-
nity and throughout this year
have been so grateful to be a
part of this one. As I took in
these new experiences it be-
came clear how our commu-
nity of faith has become
integral in many of our stu-
dents lives. Together we have
laughed till it hurt, wept with
each other in heartache, and

prayed like the Lord wanted
us to be saints. (Which if you
don’t know, he does.)
It’s odd to think of the

summer weeks ahead, not
meeting for dinner and drinks
on Thursday to discuss how
our faith interacts with our
lives and the issues of the
day, walking around the cam-
pus praying a rosary together,
or having real and meaning-
ful conversations with our
men’s group. In many ways,
our Newman Center has been
an extraordinary channel for
God’s grace to permeate the
lives of our members
throughout the week — pro-
viding that concrete experi-
ence which reminds us that
faith transcends our one-hour
of Mass on Sunday. 
To be a faithful Catholic

disciple of Jesus Christ is
more than simply clocking in
our times, but is really a way
of life and a perspective to

view the constantly changing
realities of our day. Living a
life of faith in Jesus Christ is
more than a compartmental-
ized aspect of our identity; it
is a relationship that con-
sumes and transforms every
aspect of who we are, from
our jobs and finances to our
hobbies and goals to our
friendships dreams. As the
young members of our com-
munity awaken to this new
expanse that faithful disciple-
ship offers, it has been a
blessing this past year to see
them bringing their faith into

the various fields in which
they are studying and into
their day to day lives. 
While this year comes

to a swift conclusion, the in-
credible memories, the strug-
gles and triumphs, the
prayers and the hard work are
powerful reminders that our
God is calling each of our
students forward, not towards
comfort, but towards great-
ness. We say goodbye to our
seniors and promise our
prayers and support, wish our
returning students a safe and
restful summer, and look for-
ward to meeting and embrac-
ing those students in the fall
who have yet to join our
community. As we pack up
for the summer, don’t forget
to take God with you and
oremus pro invicem (let us
pray for one another)!

Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,

limited adult audiences, films whose 
problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.

Now 
Playing

Y Mouth at ters
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Classifications

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy 
of the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 

for

If you are interested in the World Youth Day 2016 Pilgrimage with 
the Diocese of Rapid City or would like a current brochure contact:

Call us Toll Free: (866) 905-3787
E-mail: pilgrimage@tektonministires.org

Or contact Susan Thompson at sthompson@diorc.org or by 
phone 605-716-5214 ext. 221

Applications can be found at www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Pilgrimage to
POLAND
World Youth Day 2016

July 18 - August 1, 2016
ESTIMATED PRICE: $3,900/person

What does the Holy Spirit do in my life?
The Holy Spirit makes me receptive to God; he teaches me to pray

and helps me to be there for others (738-741).
Augustine calls the Holy Spirit “the quiet guest of our soul.” Any-

one who wants to sense his presence must be quiet. Often this guest
speaks very softly within us and with us, for instance, in the voice of
our conscience or through other interior and exterior promptings.
Being a “temple of the Holy Spirit” means being there, body and
soul, for this guest, for God in us. Our body is therefore God’s living
room, so to speak. The more receptive we are to the Holy Spirit in
us, the more he becomes the mast of our life, the sooner he will be-
stow on us even today his charisms for the upbuilding of the church.
And so, instead of the works of the flesh, the fruits of the spirit
grow in us (290-291, 295,297, 310-311). 

“Our understanding is limited: thus the Spirit’s mission is 
to introduce the church, in an ever new way from generation to

generation into the greatness of Christ’s mystery.” 
— Pope Benedict XVI

Don’t forget to take God with you this summer

Amanda Shaffner was the
winner of the The South
Dakota School of Mines and
Technology Newman Center
t-shirt design contest. Her
winning t-shirt will be avail-
able for the all-year class
reunion in July and in the
fall. (Courtesy photo)

New T-Shirt

Avengers: Age of Ultron .........A-III
Hot Persuit.........................A-III
Pitch Perfect 2 ....................A-III

Mad Max: Fury Road 
(Warner Bros)
A brutal assault on all the senses is
the best way to describe this
fourth film in a series, directed,
co-produced, and co-written by
George Miller. In a bleak, post-
apocalyptic future, a road warrior
(Tom Hardy) joins forces with a hi-
jacker (Charlize Theron) as they
seek revenge on a tyrannical
leader (Hugh Keays-Byrne) who
controls two precious commodi-
ties, water and gasoline. Along for
the ride are the leader's concu-
bines, one of whom (Rosie Hunt-
ington-Whiteley) is carrying his
child. The chase is on, with a
crazed soldier (Nicholas Hoult)
leading an armada in pursuit. 
Impressive cinematography and
choreographed action are small
consolations for two hours of gra-
tuitous combat in which men have
no qualms about beating women
to a pulp — and vice versa. Relent-
less bloody violence, several dis-
turbing images, and brief nudity.
The Catholic News Service classifi-
cation is L — limited adult audi-
ence, films whose problematic
content many adults would find
troubling. The Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America rating is R — 
restricted. Under 17 requires 
accompanying parent or adult
guardian.
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