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Fish Story

The fourth annual Bishop’s
Fishing Tournament was
held May 30. St. John
Parish, Ft. Pierre, hosts the
event for the Western South
Dakota Catholic Foundation
and proceeds from the
tournament and a silent
auction benefit the
seminarian education fund.
Seminarian Robert Kinyon,
Rapid City, and Director of
Vocations, Fr. Mark
McCormick, Piedmont, show
off their catch. Along with
teammate Randy
Hanson, Pierre, they won
1st place in the tournament
and they won the Knights of
Columbus Challenge. Both
prizes are based on weight.
Their team had a combined
total of fish weighing 10.81
lbs. Tournament results are
on page 14.
(Photo by Markus Erk)

Mailing label

USCCB plans fourth annual Fortnight for Freedom events
WASHINGTON (CNS) —
Threats to religious freedom
continue to emerge, making it
more urgent for people of faith
to take action to defend the full
realm of religious practice, said
Archbishop William E. Lori of
Baltimore. Speaking during a
May 28 webinar announcing
the fourth annual Fortnight for
Freedom, Archbishop Lori
called on Catholics to learn
about the importance of religious liberty throughout the

history of the United States and
to actively promote free religious practice during the twoweek period beginning June
21. This year’s fortnight observance will open with Mass at
10:45 a.m. (EDT) June 21 at
the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Baltimore. It closes with Mass
at noon (EDT) July 4 at the
Basilica of the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception

in Washington. “Religious
freedom is not something that
stands alone. It’s not simply a
legal question for the church. It
pertains very much to the new
evangelization,” Archbishop
Lori explained. This year’s
fortnight observance theme is
the “Freedom to Bear Witness,” stemming from the
Gospel message that Jesus
came to the world to bear witness to the truth, explained
Hillary Byrnes, assistant gen-

eral counsel for the USCCB,
who joined the archbishop during the webinar. She said
dozens of local events in dioceses across the country are
planned, including prayer services, discussions and charitable
works.
Local Fortnight
for Freedom
Events on page 5 and
online at
www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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Religious freedom rooted in the dignity of humans

Once again, the United States dignity is known through the revealed
Catholic Conference of Bishops invites word of God and by reason itself. This
every diocese and every Catholic faith right of the human person to religious
community, united together, to cele- freedom is to be recognized in the conbrate the Fortnight for Freedom, June stitutional law whereby society is gov21 to July 4. This year’s theme will erned and thus it is to become a civil
focus on the “Freedom to Bear Wit- right” (Dignitatus Humanae, #2).
Therefore our allegiance is to God
ness” to the truth of the Gospel.
Why is protecting religious freedom and, because of our Catholic faith, we
essential today more than ever before? are obliged to bear witness to the truth
about marriage as
The very moral
the union of one
fiber of our country
man and one
and our world dewoman; the truth
pends upon people
about the dignity
of faith being able
of all human life
to practice their
from conception
deeply held relito natural death;
gious beliefs in a
the truth about the
way that promotes
need to feed the
peace, harmony and
love. As religious Pope Francis greets a Muslim representa- hungry, comfort
the sick, and welfreedom is dimin- tive during a meeting with leaders of
other
religions
at
the
Catholic
University
come the migrant;
ished, so goes the
moral and virtuous of Our Lady of Good Counsel in Tirana, Al- and the truth about
bania, Sept. 21, 2014. (CNS photo/Paul
the need to protect
life. People lose Haring)
and preserve our
their way and the
dignity of the human person is dimin- first freedom — religious liberty. Isn’t
this precisely what the Gospel of Jesus
ished.
In an address to Albanian religious demands of us?
It is clear today that when we publeaders, Pope Francis said, “When, in
the name of an ideology, there is an at- licly exercise our “Freedom to Bear
tempt to remove God from society, it Witness,” we will not only be ridiculed,
ends up adoring idols, and very soon but redefined. When we as Catholics
men and women lose their way, their speak out for what we are for, many
dignity is trampled and their rights vio- others attempt to define for us what we
are against. For example, when we prolated.” (Sept. 23, 2014)
As religious freedom continues to be mote God’s plan for marriage, it is
taken away from us by our government viewed as discrimination against holeaders, our human dignity is being mosexuals. When we speak out for the
trampled. Every person must be free to rights of unborn children, it is viewed
profess and live his or her faith, what- by many as discrimination against
ever it may be, because that man or women.
In bearing witness, we must never let
woman is a child of God. Each of us is
created in God’s image and likeness, others define who we are and what we
and to take away our religious freedom believe. We must continue to fight this
is to deprive us from being who we are cultural battle and speak strongly
against the voices which are attempting
and from living our true identity.
At the Second Vatican Council, the to redefine our culture altogether and
Council declared: “The right to reli- what we stand for.
When we think about the life of
gious freedom has its foundation in the
very dignity of the human person as this Jesus, he too, had his religious liberty

taken from him. It cost him his life. He
too, was ridiculed for being faithful to
his dignity and beliefs. Let us be mindful of his words in the Gospel where he
says, “If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you” (Jn 15:20) and “If
the world hates you, realize that it hated
me first” (Jn 15:18).
Another reason this fight is important is because it is a fight for humanity.
We must defend religious freedom because the church loves God and humanity. When we practice our faith, we
share our love for God and at the same
time, take care of the most vulnerable
of society. It is not about the church getting preferential treatment, but we do
not truly have religious freedom without the freedom to live the Gospel,
serving especially the poorest and most
vulnerable among us (Mt 25:31-4).
“Only faith,” St. John Paul II once
wrote in a message to the Albanian people, “reminds us that, if we have one
Creator, we are therefore all brothers
and sisters. Religious freedom is a safeguard against all forms of totalitarianism and contributes decisively to
human fraternity.”
But as western culture becomes increasingly self-focused, human fraternity becomes increasingly challenged
because the mindset turns to personal
gratification instead of what is best for
the common good of all. The demands
of the Gospel become greater and are
more likely to be rejected as the culture
becomes more secular. This has resulted in people of faith experiencing
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religious persecution for their beliefs
across the country in particular, but also
around the world.
The fight for religious freedom must
continue by people who keep the spirit
of the Gospel and seek to build a world
of peace, justice and love based upon
truth as revealed by God. We must not
be afraid of being marginalized nor
should we hesitate to say that we are
pro-life, for traditional marriage, for the
poor, for the migrant and for religious
liberty. We only have to think about the
Christians who have been kidnapped
and killed in places like Syria, Iraq and
Africa. Let us stand up for them by
standing up for the teachings of Jesus
Christ and his church.
During this Fortnight for Freedom,
may we all take the time to pray, educate ourselves on these important issues
surrounding our religious freedom, and
take action in bearing witness to our
call to follow Christ in all things, supporting our rights to religious freedom!
The Chancery
will be closed
Friday, July 3
in observance of
Independence
Day, July 4.
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Society of Jesus assignments effective July 2015

Fr. Christopher
Johnson, SJ, is
assigned to parish
ministry at Holy
Rosary Mission on
the Pine Ridge
Reservation.
Fr. Peter Klink,
SJ, remains at Holy
Rosary Mission and
assumes the newly
created position of
Director of Mission
and Identity for
staff working in the
schools, the parishes, and The
Heritage Center.

News

Fr. Joseph Daoust,
SJ, is assigned as
Superior of Holy
Rosary Jesuit
Community
replacing Fr. David
De Marco, SJ.

Fr. David
De Marco, SJ, who
will be returning to
his home Province
of Chicago-Detroit
for reassignment.
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Visioning Listening Session

Harriette Carbajal (with her back to the camera), Jerry Brown, Dodie Brown, Dave
Stebbins, and Cathy Stebbins attended the Deanery 1 visioning listening session at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City on May 28. The Diocese of Rapid City, working
with the Catholic Leadership Institute of Wayne, Penn., is hosting listening sessions
throughout western S.D. to chart the course of the diocese for the next five years.
Participants discussed topics in small groups before large group sharing. Check parish
bulletins for a session in your area. (WRC photo)

Rejoice with us
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With great joy
Bishop Robert D. Gruss
warmly extends to the people of the
Diocese of Rapid City an invitation to the

Ordination to the Priesthood
Let us give thanks
to the Lord for those who have
responded to his call

Pre-ordination Adoration
to pray for
Deacon Mark Horn,
Deacon John Paul Trask
and those discerning their vocation.

Wednesday, July 1
7-8 p.m.

Blessed Sacrament Church
(4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City)

Everyone Welcome!
Sponsored by the Office of Vocations

Deacon Mark Horn
Deacon John Paul Trask

July 2, 2015, 7 p.m.
Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help
(520 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City)

Reception to follow in the Cathedral Hall
Please come and welcome our newest priests to the
Presbyterate of the Diocese of Rapid City

A

ll are welcome
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Nebraska bishops welcome override
veto of bill ending death penalty

News

LINCOLN, Neb. (CNS) — Nebraska state senators overrode Gov. Pete Ricketts’ veto
of a bill repealing capital punishment that had been supported by the state’s Catholic
bishops. In a 30-19 vote May 27, the senators supported a bill that replaces the death
penalty with a sentence of life in prison without parole. The bill had gained the support
of Nebraska’s three Catholic bishops, who earlier commended lawmakers for their historic vote May 20 to repeal capital punishment. They said then that support for the bill
reflects the teaching of the Catholic faith and that use of the death penalty cannot be justified today. Ricketts vetoed the bill May 26, but legislators acted quickly. The 30 votes
were just enough to override the veto. Under statehouse rules in the unicameral legislature, at least 30 of 49 senators must vote to overturn a gubernatorial veto. “Our support
for this bill also flows from our prayerful reflection on the words of Jesus Christ himself: ‘Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father,’” said the state’s three bishops, Archbishop George J.
Lucas of Omaha and Bishops James D. Conley of Lincoln and Joseph G. Hanefeldt of
Grand Island. Their joint statement was issued by the Nebraska Catholic Conference,
which represents the bishops’ public policy interests. Lawmakers had originally voted
32-15 to pass the bill. With the vote, Nebraska became the 19th state to end the use of
the death penalty.
The Catholic Mobilizing Network, an organization working to end the use of the
death penalty around the country, welcomed the override in a statement May 27. “Republicans, Democrats and Independents reached across the aisle to champion repeal,
making Nebraska the first red state in recent years to end the death penalty,” the organization said. “The bipartisan success today demonstrates growing recognition that the
death penalty is a broken and morally bankrupt public policy.”

THURSDAY, JULY 9 AT 7:00PM
You are invited to The Flame at Terra
Sancta! This monthly event begins at 7pm
with adoration — holy hour with Praise and
Worship — followed by fellowship and
inspiring Catholic stories told for live
podcast recording.
Visit The Flame site:
www.TheFlameRC.com
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Bishop’s Calendar

June 19 –July 21, 2015
Subject to change without notice

June 19, Friday
10 a.m. Terra Sancta Guild Meeting, Rapid City
June 20, Saturday
10 a.m. Diocesan Pastoral Council, Sacred Heart, Philip
1:30 p.m. Visioning Listening Session for Deanery 3, Sacred Heart, Philip
June 21, Sunday
2 p.m. Visioning Listening Session for Cheyenne River Reservation,
St. Joseph, Cherry Creek
7 p.m. Visioning Listening Session for Standing Rock Reservation,
St. Bernard, McLaughlin
June 22, Monday
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting,
Cathedral Rectory
6 p.m. Fortnight for Freedom event, Cathedral
June 24, Wednesday
7 p.m. Outdoor Mass, Dedication of Cross, Reception, Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
June 25, Thursday
11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Mass and lunch with Totus Tuus Girls,Terra Sancta
July 1, Wednesday
5:30 p.m. Private Dinner for Ordinands, Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City
7 p.m. Public Holy Hour for Ordinands, Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City
July 2, Thursday
5 p.m. Private Ordination Dinner, Cathedral
7 p.m. Mass of Ordination and Public Reception, Cathedral
July 3, Friday
Chancery Closed for Independence Day Holiday
July 11, Saturday
10:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martin Monastery
1:15 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute
July 12, Sunday
11 a.m. Celebration of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Mass/Lunch/Festival,
St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City
3 p.m. Visioning Listening Session for Deanery 2, St. Joseph, Spearfish
July 15, Wednesday
All Day Catechetical Workshop for Priests, Terra Sancta
12 p.m. KOTA News at Noon Interview: Ride with the Bishop, Live, on-air
July 18, Saturday
10:30 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Sioux Spiritual Center
2 p.m. Visioning Listening Session for Deanery 5, St. Joseph, Faith
July 19, Sunday
2nd Annual Ride with the Bishop for BHSU Newman Center, begins with
Mass at 8:30 a.m. at Terra Sancta
July 21, Tuesday
10 a.m. Terra Sancta Guild Meeting, Bishop’s House
Correction: The first Communion names appeared by mistake in the May WRC for
people joining at Immaculate Conception Church, Winner. It should have read:
Patrick Dougherty, Bradley Mellang, Wyatt Ewing, and Jason Cernetisch, Elisabeth
Duffy, Valerie Ewing, Pamela Haukaas, and Alyssa Krogman.
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Prayer for the Protection of Religious Liberty

News

O God our Creator, from your provident hand we have received our right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. You have called us as your people and given us
the right and the duty to worship you, the only true God, and your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through the power and working of your Holy Spirit, you call us to live out our faith
in the midst of the world, bringing the light and the saving truth of the Gospel to every
corner of society.
We ask you to bless us in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty. Give us the
strength of mind and heart to readily defend our freedoms when they are threatened;
give us courage in making our voices heard on behalf of the rights of your church and
the freedom of conscience of all people of faith.
Grant, we pray, O heavenly Father, a clear and united voice to all your sons and
daughters gathered in your Church in this decisive hour in the history of our nation, so
that, with every trial withstood and every danger overcome—for the sake of our children, our grandchildren, and all who come after us—this great land will always be
“one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fortnight for Freedom: Freedom to Bear Witness — June 21-July 4

The bishops of our country have invited us to enter into a Fortnight for Freedom, praying for and raising our awareness of this most important liberty that we share in this
country. Priests, deacons and lay leaders throughout the diocese are
encouraged to work together to observe this two week period and to host events and
prayer experiences to highlight the importance safeguarding our “Freedom to Bear
Witness.” Information is available on the USCCB website and cathedralolph.org. At the
Cathedral or Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, there are several events taking
place. People are encouraged to participate in these activities and to pray in a special
way for religious freedom during the Fortnight.
1. Monday, June 22 — Forum on the “Freedom to Bear Witness”; 7 p.m. in cathedral
hall. Come and listen to presentations on the challenge to our religious liberty, ask
questions and receive information concerning concrete ways we can engage in this
struggle.
2. Monday, June 29 — 6:30 p.m., cathedral hall; “One Generation Away” is a film
produced by Echolight Films; a documentary on the erosion of our religious liberty.
Cost is $5. Tickets available at the cathedral office or after Mass at the cathedral the
weekends of June 20-21 and 27-28.
3. Friday, June 26 and Friday, July 3 at 4 p.m., everyone is welcome to gather by the
Federal Building on the corner of Main and 9th, Rapid City, to pray for the preservation
of Religious Liberty. “It would be wonderful to see the normal crowd swell with
Fortnight for Freedom participants,” said Fr. Michel Mulloy.
4. Celebrate Mass and pray for the “Freedom to Bear Witness” though the intercession
of saints who gave their lives defending our faith.
Monday, June 22 — Memorial of John Fisher and Thomas More
Wednesday, June 24 — Solemnity of Nativity of John the Baptist
Saturday, June 27 — Memorial of Cyril of Alexandria
Monday, June 29 — Solemnity of Peter and Paul
Tuesday, June 30 — First Roman Martyrs
Friday, July 3 — Feast of Thomas the Apostle
5. Saturday, July 4 — Mass 8 a.m. — Come to the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help to pray for the “Freedom to Bear Witness.” As part of the final blessing of the
Mass, an American Flag, symbol of our freedom in America will be processed into the
church and blessed. Following Mass this flag will be raised on the flag pole and stand
beside our Cathedral as a reminder of the freedom we enjoy and the necessity of
working together to ensure that religious freedom endures in our land.
6 There will be daily reflections available in Our Lady’s Chapel from June 21 through
July 4. Come and pray before the Blessed Sacrament each day, read the reflections
and pray for the continuation of our “Freedom to Bear Witness” in America and
throughout the world, to what we believe.
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Job Opening
St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Rapid City, S.D.
has an opening for an Office Manager/Secretary
30 hr./wk, Mon.-Fri.
Call 605-343-2165 for further information
Closing date to apply — no later than Tuesday, June 30.

West River Catholic

The staff of the

truly appreciate the generosity of
the donors who contributed to
the Voluntary Subscription Drive
which began in January 20.
The total given as of June 2 is
$10,143.00.
Sincerely,
Laurie Hallstrom, Editor

Your 11 Day Pilgrimage Includes

l Nine (9) nights accommodations at 4 star
hotels: 2 nights in Lourdes, 1 night in
Zaragoza, 3 nights in Fatima
l Continental Breakfast daily
l Five (5) Dinners, including a Welcome and
Farewell Dinner
l Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in
Toulouse and Lisbon and specified
sightseeing
l Catholic tour escort while in Europe
l Local guides according to itinerary

l Sightseeing and entrance fees according to
the itinerary
l Daily Mass in unique and historical churches
l Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece
of luggage
l Round trip scheduled commercial air from
Rapid City to Toulouse, France returning
from Lisbon, Portugal (including fuel surcharges and government imposed fees of
$575 as of 4/13/15; final amount subject to
change)

*per person double occupancy

Join Bishop Gruss and the Diocese of Rapid City on the journey of a
lifetime, traveling to Fatima, Spain, and Lourdes in February of 2016. The
11-day pilgrimage includes roundtrip airfare from Rapid City, daily Mass in
significant Catholic shrines and churches, professional Catholic tour
escorts/guides and daily sightseeing that includes the sites of Lourdes and
Fatima, as well as touring the Marian apparition of Zaragoza, St. Teresa’s
city of Avila, Madrid, and much more! There is also an optional 5-day
extension to Rome that includes a Papal Audience with Pope Francis, the
major Basilicas of Christian Rome, Ancient Rome sites, and the Vatican.
Early Booking Special — $3,199 for the main trip (if you pay with
check and book by July 1, 2015) and $1,699 for the extension. Space is
limited. Call Corporate Travel Service at 313-565-8888 x121 or x150 or visit
us online at ctscentral.net for more details or reservations.
The full 4-page brochure with the schedule in detail can be found on the
diocesan website at http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Scroll down the home page and on the left hand side you will see the
picture and ad for the pilgrimage. Click on the picture and then click as
noted for the full brochure.

Join Fathers
Tyler Dennis,
and
Jonathan Dillon
World Meeting of Families package includes:

Registration for travel with Canterbury Pilgrimages will close June 30.
Round trip airfare from Rapid City Regional Airport (including airport taxes and fuel surcharges, subject
to change), hotel for 6 nights at the Microtel Inn and Suites, West Chester, PA (or similar), breakfast daily at
the hotel, 2 dinners at restaurants in the Philadelphia area, luxury motor coach transportation,
assistance of a Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours representative while in Philadelphia,
sightseeing in historic Philadelphia as well as visit to the various shrines.
NOT INCLUDED IN THE COST ARE THE FOLLOWING:
World Meeting of Families Conference Registration Fee
and anything not listed above

Per person cost

$1875 (double occupancy)

for further information, call: 800-653-0017

Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.
www.canterburypilrimages.com ~ reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com
166 South River Rd. Suite 110, Bedford, NH 03110

World Meeting of Families Registration
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/plan-your-visit/register/
You must register for the WMF in addition to the Pilgrimage
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June 20, Saturday

sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. To be
held at Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont. Preregistration required. Attendance
is required for all couples planning to be
married in the Diocese of Rapid City.
)Family Life Ministries 605-716-5214
x236 or 8jslegner@diorc.org.
sTotus

June 22, Monday

Tuus Girls: An opportunity for
reflection on God’s call with religious sisters and priests. Includes hiking, campfires,
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Leadership
camp, grades 9-12 ends June 26. Grades 68, June 23-26. Registration forms can be
found at www.gods-call.org or at your
parish. )Office of Vocations 605-716-5214
x233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org.

June 30, Tuesday

sWRC deadline for submissions.

Paper mailed Tuesday, July 21.
)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or
8bberreth@diorc.org

July 3, Friday

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and devotions, Our Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. First Saturday,
July 4, join the 8 a.m. Mass as part of the
Fortnight for Freedom, Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605343-6202.

July 5, Sunday

sBenedictine

Life Sessions: Informal
gatherings beginning at 3 p.m. on Sundays

Events Schedule

and 7 p.m. Thursdays in July. Sessions are
open to anyone wanting to learn more
about Benedictine life. You need attend
only the Sunday or Thursday session each
week. No cost. )St. Martin Monastery
605-343-8011.

July 6, Monday

sNational

NPM Convention: Held in
Grand Rapids, Mich., titled “Called to Joy
and Hope: Let the Servant Church Arise.”
Ends July 10. If you would like to network
with others from S.D. for housing and
transportation, 8Christy Leichtnam cleicht@rap.midco.net or Fr. Michel Mulloy
michal@cathedralolph.org. To register and
see the schedule 8www.npm.org.

July 9, Thursday

sThe Flame: DATE CHANGED due to

ordinations. Adoration praise and worship,
and inspiring Catholic stories. Held at Terra
Sancta, at 7 p.m. 8www.TheFlameRC.
com.

July 17, Friday

sWorlwide Marriage Encounter:
Weekend designed for couples of all ages
and backgrounds to enrich their marriage.
Held in Buffalo, Minn. Ends July 19. Early
registration is recommended. )John and
Dawn Elsinger 605-362-0924, 8applica
tions@sdwwme.org.
sTotus

July 20, Monday

Tuus Boys: An opportunity for
reflection on God’s call with priests and
seminarians. Includes hiking, campfires,
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Leadership
camp, grades 9-12 ends July 24. Grades 68, July 21-24. Registration forms can be
found at www.gods-call.org or at your

parish. )Office of Vocations 605-716-5214
x233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org.

July 22, Wednesday

sBlack

Hills Area Family Heritage
Alliance Luncheon: Keynote speakers
Corey Brubakken and Representative Steve
Hickey will discuss Human Trafficking and
Pay Day Loan Centers Ballot Initiative.
Held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, from 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. Free
will donation. 8www.familyheritageall
iance.org/EventDetails.aspx?eventID=409

August 15, Saturday

sSummer NPM Event: Held at St.
Francis of Assisi, Sturgis. Includes sessions
on duets, interviews with St. Ceclia Award
recipients, and sharing of anthems. RSVP
for lunch count by August 10. )Kathy Little 605-484-7817.
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September 11, Friday

sHealing Retreat with Father Richard

McAlear, OMI: Held at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Retreat includes talks and reflections by Fr.
McAlear, reconciliation, adoration and a
Healing Mass. Free-will offering will be
accepted to help cover expenses. Ends Sunday, September 13. 8www.cathedral
olph.org or www.frmac.org. )Beth Strain
605-342-0507.
sFall

October 16, Friday

NPM Event: Presenter will be
Lee Gwozdz, director of Music for Corpus
Christi Cathedral and the president of the
U.S. Catholic Choral Organization for
Youth Choirs. Held at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City. Ends October 17.
8www.npmrc.org.

Diocesan Choir Rehearsals

for the Ordinations to the Priesthood of
Deacon Mark Horn and Deacon John Paul Trask

July 2, 2015

If you are interested in participating please contact Amber LeFaive
in advance at amber@cathedralolph.org or at 605-342-0507.
If you live near Rapid City, please plan to attend rehearsals.

Thursday, June 25, and Tuesday, June 30, 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome to participate in this choir.
Rehearsals will be in the choir loft at the Cathedral.
If you are unable to attend a rehearsal and still would like to participate,
please contact Amber.

Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Events Schedule

Jul 2: Ordination Lodging
Jul 3-5: Family Event
Jul 7: Young Life Staff Planning Day
Jul 8: BH Area TEC Rosary
Jul 9: The Flame
Jul 10: St John School of Nursing
Reunion Luncheon; Heart to Heart
Team Gathering
Jul 10-11: VSI Small Group Meetings;
VSI Workshop; Family Event
Jul 13 Catholic Daughters Picnic
Jul 15: Catechetical Methods
Workshop
Jul 17: Family Event
Jul 18 Cursillo SOL; Family Events
Jul 19: Bishops Ride Mass & Breakfast
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Jul 20-24: Totus Tuus Summer
Camp for Boys
Jul 22: BH Area TEC Rosary
Jul 24-26: VSI Masters Silent Retreat
Jul 29-Aug 6: Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Level II Training
Jul 30-Aug 2: Seminarian Retreat
Jul 31-Aug 1: VSI Small Group Meeting
Aug 1: VSI Workshop
Aug10: RCCSS New Staff Orientation
Aug 13-15: STM Football Camp
Aug 14: RCCSS Staff In-service;
Family Event
Aug 15: BHADA Monthly Meeting;
Family Event
Aug 17: RCCSS Staff In-Service
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Columns

Our own thoughts distract us from seeing other’s needs

Recently a married couple told me
about their Memorial Day weekend.
The couple’s daughter and son-in-law
and their two young children came for
the holiday and accompanied their parents to Mass. This young couple was
quite surprised when they found themselves walking down the center aisle to
find a place in one of the front pews.
The couple protested as they were led
with their young toddlers toward the
front of the church. They worried about
fussy behavior or the possibility of having to escort a child back down the aisle
out the back doors. In the end, after the
Mass finished, the young couple looked
at their parents and said, “You were
quite brave today.”
Isn’t this what church is about? Belonging to a parish community where
one feels so comfortable and at home,
walking to the front of the church with
two young children causes no worry
about what others might think or say.
We want our parishes to be such
places of welcome and comfort. In the
next several installments of this column, I want be take a deeper look at
hospitality, the first lens of our stewardship process to promote A Catholic
Way of Life. In the January issue of
West River Catholic, Bishop Robert
Gruss described the stewardship of hospitality as one in which, “each person in

our presence is important to us. Each
person is deeply valued because they,
like all of us, have been created in
God’s image and likeness.”
Hospitality is an attribute of God.
Because we have been made in God’s
image and likeness and are united to
him in our baptism, we have become
partakers of the divine nature and temples of the Holy Spirit (CCC1265). It is
through our baptism that we are called
to share in the priesthood of Christ. It is
through our baptism that we begin to
realize that “it is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:19).
Even with the graces received at our
baptism, we still struggle to live generous hospitality. Selfishness persists
within us. For the most part, we have
not cultivated a habit of reaching out to
one another. Often our own thoughts,
needs and desires consume our time
and distract us from seeing the needs of
those around us. At times we simply do
not want to be bothered with the difficulties of our neighbor, as we attempt
to juggle our own problems. Other
times we shrink from getting involved
in the life of a stranger out of fear. How
do we rescue this lost art of kindness?
Father Robert Rivers, CSP, in his
book, “From Maintenance to Mission:
Evangelization and the Revitalizing of
the Parish,” describes hospitality in

‘You were quite brave today.’

these two terms. First, “the word hospitality is derived from the Latin word
hospes which means host as well as
guest. It has been defined as the act,
practice, or quality of being friendly
and solicitous towards guests or new
arrivals.” Secondly, “Christian hospitality goes back to the practice of
philoxenia, a Greek word that means to
make the stranger a friend.”
These two definitions of hospitality
give us an opportunity to reflect more
deeply on our baptismal call to really
imitate the life of Christ not only as a
host, but as a guest and to truly make
the stranger among us a friend.
This month have the courage to introduce yourself to the stranger or the
visitor in your parish. This month look
for an opportunity to strike up a conversation with someone you don’t
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know. This month invite your neighbor
over for dinner and dessert.
I encourage you to spend some time
this month with this passage from
Matthew, as Christ calls us to hospitality:
“When the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit upon his glorious throne, and all
the nations will be assembled before
him. And he will separate them one
from another, as a shepherd separates
the sheep from the goats. He will place
the sheep on his right and the goats on
his left. Then the King will say to those
on the right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me” (25:31-35).
Remember when welcoming the
stranger, one welcomes Christ. As we
continue to embrace A Catholic Way of
Life through the lens of hospitality, let
us recommit ourselves to live the grace
of our baptism more fervently by being
more aware of the needs of our neighbor and the stranger in our midst.

“Gridlock” along the Potomac — the
difficulties the Congress has in getting
things done, the difficulties the Congress and the White House have in cooperating to get things done, or both —
is regularly deplored by pols, pundits,
and citizens alike. My contrarian view
is that this kind of “gridlock” can serve
useful public purposes, acting as a
brake on passions and a gauge of the
nation’s moral health.
As George Will has long insisted,
“gridlock” — in the sense of making it
difficult to get legislation passed — is
built into the American system. The
Framers of the Constitution saw fit to
establish three branches of government
and a Congress with two houses; they
also required congressional supermajorities for certain grave matters, like
ratifying treaties, convicting impeached
officials, or sending constitutional
amendments to the states. And that is a
prescription for something resembling
“gridlock.”
Thus my friend Will’s theory of gridlock-as-accomplishment in the arts of
governance parallels manager Jimmy
Dugan’s lecture on baseball in “A
League of Their Own,” “It’s supposed
to be hard. If it weren’t hard, everyone
would do it. The ‘hard’ is what makes it
great.” The Framers made legislating
hard because they didn’t trust transient
passions in politics or bullying majorities. Good for them.
Today’s gridlock on the Potomac has
a further cause, however, and it’s cultural rather than structural.
As recently as the early 1960s, policy arguments in America unfolded in
the context of an intact public culture,
itself a by-product of what were
thought (in those innocent days) to be
obvious moral truths. Today, American
public culture is plastic, liquid, susceptible to change — and those oncethought-obvious moral truths are
regarded by a significant number of
Americans as fictions that can be de-
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nied without serious personal or public
consequence.
The harbinger of this, as of so many
other distempers in American public
life, was the Supreme Court’s 1973
doubleheader, Roe v. Wade and Doe v.
Bolton, which obliterated the abortion
laws of all fifty states and invented a
constitutional “right” to abortion on demand throughout a pregnancy. Proabortion advocates declared victory;
pro-life advocates refused to truckle;
and the issue the Supreme Court
thought settled (and so declared in another decision in 1992) continues to be,
today, the most sharply contested issue
in our public life.
Why? Because the debate over the
right-to-life of the unborn, like the debate over who-can-marry-whom and
the debate over the breadth of religious
freedom, are contestations rooted in
dramatically different conceptions of
the nature of the human person — and
thus of the obligations of the state. In
that critical sense, American political
gridlock today is anthropological as
well as structural. On one side of the
gridlock are those who believe there are
deep truths inscribed in the human person, truths that no just state can ignore
or deny. On the other side of the gridlock are those who believe there is no
such thing as “human nature;” that the
very idea of “human nature” has been
constructed by powerful forces as a
means of control and subordination;
that “tolerance” requires the givenhuman-nature people to welcome whatever the no-human-nature people
decide is “their truth;” and that, if the
given-human-nature people decline to
offer that welcome, they must be
legally coerced into doing so by the
state.
Thus arguments for opting out of
what is sometimes called the American
“culture war” are like whistling down
the wind. The culture war — these
clashing visions of human nature,

which involves competing concepts of
human happiness — has split the
United States, and that division is not
likely to be bridged anytime soon.
Still, those upholding the biblical
view of the human person ought to borrow a note from the first Catholic candidate for president of the United
States, Al Smith, and be happy culture
warriors, reflecting the joy of the
Gospel and remembering everyone’s
need for divine mercy.

The
Catholic
Difference
George Weigel

For the resolution of the American
culture war over the nature of the
human person will not, in the final
analysis, be a matter of politics. It will
be a matter of conversion.

Beatified

Paintings of Archbishop Oscar Romero sold for $40 at the Divine Savior of the World
square in San Salvador May 22, a day before the slain Salvadoran prelate was beatified. The beatification has sent Salvadoran church officials on a quest, not just to have
Blessed Romero canonized, but also seeking church recognition of the sanctity of other
Salvadoran Catholics killed in and around the country's civil war.( CNS photo/Lissette
Lemus)
Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

JULY

Universal: Politics
That political responsibility may
be lived at all levels as a high
form of charity.
Evangelization: The Poor in
Latin America
That, amid social inequalities,
Latin American Christians may
bear witness to love for the
poor and contribute to a more
fraternal society.
For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG
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Check out contemporary spirituality writers for summer reading
Among those who write in the area of
spirituality today, who’s being read?
Here’s my list of spiritual writers who are
highly influential today in the English —
speaking world:
Henri Nouwen — Dutch/American,
Roman Catholic, priest. Perhaps the
most widely read and most influential
among all contemporary authors in
spirituality.
Thomas Merton — Roman Catholic,
monk, one of the most influential
spiritual writers in the past 100 years.
C.S. Lewis — British, layman,
Anglican. Well known across both
religious and secular circles. Brought a
literary genius to his articulation of the
Christian faith.
Jim Wallis — American, Evangelical,
layman, popular evangelist, social
activist, social organizer. The closest
our age has to a Dorothy Day. Widely
read and respected across all denominational lines.
Thomas Halik — Roman Catholic,
priest, Czechoslovakian, recent winner
of the prestigious Templeton award.
Parker Palmer — Quaker, layman,
American, much respected across all
denominational lines. Has written brilliantly on the spirituality of education
and on achieving a Christian balance
in life.
Alan Jones — Episcopalian, priest,
American. Wisdom drawn from the
deep wells of Christian tradition. Practical spirituality with depth.
Carlo Carretto — Roman Catholic,
hermit/monk, Italian. Carretto spent
many years living as a hermit in the
Sahara desert and writes of that experience.
Ruth Burrows — British, Carmelite,
nun. Deep insights into mysticism, faith,
and contemplative prayer. Eminent
common sense, blended with a deep
knowledge of the mystical tradition.
Richard Rohr — American, Franciscan, priest, popular evangelist. Numerous books on prayer, masculine
spirituality, addictions, overcoming dual-

ism, overcoming sectarianism, finding
balance in your life, scriptural commentary.
Wendy Wright — American, lay
woman, Roman Catholic. A
specialist regarding Francis de
Sales and Jane
Chantel, but
with wider
writings,
especially
about the
place of devotions within our
spiritual lives.
Peter Tyler
— British,
Roman Catholic,
layman. A specialist in
Carmelite spirituality. An emerging
young voice.
(CNS)
Thomas Keating
— American, Roman Catholic, monk.
The widely accepted “canon” on
contemplative prayer.
John Main — British/Canadian,
monk, a popular, trustworthy guide
on contemplative prayer.
Laurence Freeman — British,
monk, another trustworthy guide
on contemplative prayer
Kathleen Norris — American,
Presbyterian, lay, Oblate of St. Benedict.
Deeply immersed in the tradition of the
Desert Fathers and equally attuned to
our spiritual struggles within contemporary culture.
Trevor Herriot — Canadian, layman,
Roman Catholic. A powerful apologia for
protecting nature, but his more explicit
spiritual writings are highly reflective essays apposite the place and role of our
sexual energies in either protecting or
despoiling nature.
Barbara Brown Taylor — American,
Episcopalian, priest, popular evangelist.
Strong literary writer with an audience
within secular circles. An unique blend
of insight, scripture, tradition, and bal-

Monthly Message From Our Lady

On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje
visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

“Dear children! Also today I am with you and with joy I call all of you: pray and
believe in the power of prayer. Open your hearts, little children, so that God may fill
you with His love and you will be a joy to others. Your witness will be powerful and
everything you do will be interwoven with God’s tenderness. I am with you and I pray
for you and your conversion until you put God in the first place. Thank you for having
responded to my call.” 5/25/15

ance. Always a worthwhile read.
David Steindl-Rast — American,
Roman Catholic, monk, had the distinction of being Henri Nouwen’s spiritual director. Writes with depth, drawing many
of his insights from the richness of
monasticism.
Anthony de Mello — Indian, Roman
Catholic, Jesuit. Brings the insights of
Buddhism and Eastern spiritualities into
his articulation of Christian spirituality.
James Martin — American, Roman
Catholic, Jesuit. A key, young voice
within spirituality today. Widely popular, and deservedly so.
Anne Lamott — American, Episcopalian, lay woman. An unique blend
of insight, Christian commitment,
and blistering iconoclasm.
Marilynne
Robinson —
American, novelist, Congregationalist. Not a
spirituality writer
per se, but an exceptional novelist
whose characters
express her spirituality. An exceptionally bright apologetic
voice.
Simone Weil —
French, Jewish, lay
woman. Her writings
manifest a spiritual sensitivity and depth
that includes her experience in most
discussions about contemporary spirituality.
Etty Hillesum — Dutch, Jewish, lay
woman. Her writings exhibit an extraordinary insight into spirituality. And she
backed them up with martyrdom.
Scott Hahn — American, Roman
Catholic, layman. Very popular, catechetical and instructional.
Rabbi Abraham Heschel — American, Jewish, Rabbi. Exceptional spiritual
commentaries on the Jewish scriptures.
Widely read and respected.
Rob Bell — American, Evangelical,
popular evangelist. A brilliant young
voice. Good balance, good insights,
and an exceptional capacity to speak to
a contemporary audience.
Rick Warren — American, Evangelist.
Stunningly popular across denominational lines. His book, “The Purpose-Dri-
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In
Exile

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

ven Life,” has sold over 30 million
copies worldwide, and is worth the
read.
John Allen — American, Roman
Catholic, layman, journalist. Most everyone’s ear-to-the ground vis-à-vis what’s
happening ecclesially around the world.
Joyce Rupp — American, Roman
Catholic, nun. Good, insightful, particularly popular with women.
Michael Higgins — Canadian, layman, Roman Catholic. Does a lot of
highly insightful journalistic commentary
on contemporary spirituality. The official
biographer of Nouwen.
Joan Chittister — American, Roman
Catholic, nun. Powerful social justice
and feminist voice. Knows the tradition
of monasticism very well and draws key
insights out of its deep wells.
Paula D’Arcy — American, Roman
Catholic, lay woman. Inspires a nearcult following among devotees particularly apposite her spirituality of healing.
Annie Dillard — American, Roman
Catholic (convert), lay. Her writings invariably articulate an aesthetic and
moral insight that is a natural friend of
religion.
Elizabeth Johnson — American,
Roman Catholic, nun. An exceptional
mentor for those who are searching for
a better intellectual apologia for their
faith.
Bill Plotkin — American, “Naturalist”,
layman. Challenging writings vis-à-vis
the place of nature in shaping our souls.
Belden Lane — American, Layman,
“Naturalist”, akin to Plotkin.
My apologies to those whom I didn’t
name, particularly those young, emerging voices such as Kerry Weber, David
Wells, and Bill McGarvey, among others
who should be more widely read.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award—winning author, is President of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be
contacted through his website www.ron
rolheiser.com. Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
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2015 Year for Consecrated Life: Susan Safford, consecrated virgin

(Part 4 in the Consecrated
Life series)
I first heard about consecrated
virginity when I was in grad school.
Consecrated virginity is all about the
call to a spousal relationship with
Christ, to be his bride and an eschatological sign of the life to come.
Initially, I was not at all attracted to
this vocation. Consecrated virginity is
a secular form of consecrated life — a
call to live in the world with the community of believers, allowing the Holy
Spirit to work within and transform
the world, whereas religious forms of
consecrated life are called out of the
world, to be with the community of
religious in a common apostolate and
charism.
A priest once told me that consecrated religious are the beacon on the
hill, shining brightly as a sign to the
world, whereas consecrated seculars
are the leaven in the world, unseen
and silently building up the kingdom
within the world. At first, it seemed to
me that consecrated virgins had all of
the disadvantages of living in the

world, and none of
the advantages of
the community of
religious life.
It was not until I
made a pilgrimage
to Rome in the Jubilee Year 2000
that the Lord first
began to change
my heart. I visited
the church of Santa
Susanna, my baptismal patroness,
and read the story
of her life. She was
a consecrated virgin living in Rome
Susan Safford at
at the end of the
her consecration
third century, dur- Mass, August 11,
ing the time of the 2006. (WRC file
last great persecu- photo)
tion of Rome. The
emperor’s son wanted to marry her,
and when she refused, she and her
whole family were martyred. Her
great love for Jesus Christ rose above
all else, and she was willing to give all

for him. In the midst of reading her
story, although I was not really praying, Jesus spoke to my heart, and I
found I had a great desire to give my
whole life, my whole heart, to him,
and I knew that this was where he was
calling me — to consecrated virginity.
Every diocese has its own plan of
formation for consecrated virgins.
Once I formally asked then-Bishop
Blase Cupich if he would accept me as
a candidate for consecrated virginity,
he asked me to complete the Lay Ministry Formation program in our diocese, and to meet regularly with a
spiritual director and also with a formation advisor. After this time, he met
with me and with my formators and
approved me for consecration, which
took place on August 11, 2006, the
feast day of St. Clare of Assisi, St.
Susanna, and St. Philomena, and my

Any mix of men and
women per team
$20 per person plus
green fees to participate
Friday, September 11, 2015
1p.m. until finished
Arrive at 12:30p.m.
Executive Golf Course
Give-aways, prizes, and food

Respond to rc_rtl@yahoo.com or
call 342-9101 or 718-1999
by Sept 7th

Pay in advance or day of event.
Make checks payable to
Rapid City Right to Life
Checks can be sent to Rapid City
Right to Life, P.O. Box 1072,
Rapid City, SD 57709
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grandparents’ wedding anniversary.
My family has been a great support
to me in my vocation. They respect
my rhythm of life and prayer and
apostolate, and even join me in times
of prayer when they are with me.
I think of my vocation as the continual, daily call to holiness. The Lord
continues to work in me, transforming
my heart and strengthening virtue,
leading me to fulfill my apostolate to
pray for the church, and especially for
the bishop, priests, and people of the
diocese each and every day.
I would encourage anyone considering this vocation to seek a deeper
love and relationship with Jesus Christ
through prayer, to learn more by talking with consecrated virgins, to seek
the assistance of a spiritual director,
and then to follow wherever the Lord
may call her.
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Building self-sufficiency on the Pine Ridge Reservation
By Laurie Hallstrom

“A long time ago, our people were planners and savers. We want to return to
that and recapture the spirit of self-sufficiency,” said Emma “Pinky” Clifford, executive director of the Oglala Sioux Tribe Partnership for Housing.
Now in its 16th year of service, the organization has assisted 105 families in becoming homeowners. It coordinates efforts with other reservation programs offering similar services.
The organization was started in 1999, and the older home where the office is
located is worn out and too small. Clifford has been working towards replacing the
building and the Diocese of Rapid City contributed $5,000 from local Catholic
Campaign for Human Development funds to assist with the purchase of a manufactured building that will become the new headquarters in July. It will be placed
on Fragile Rock Street at the end of a housing subdivision. Also on that street the
OSTPH is working to build a park for families.
The OSTPH mentors Lakota people on financial literacy for free — building a
credit history, saving for down payments, budgeting for expenses, and types of
loans available. It even uses the local radio station to broadcast a weekly financial
skills tip. Since 2013, it has had permission from the Administration for Native
Americans (a division of the government office of Housing and Urban Development) to administer Individual Development Accounts. Those savings accounts,
held at the credit union in Kyle, can help young people with home ownership, education or small business startup.
Clifford said not all people are ready to buy homes. She and her staff educate
people on being good tenants and lining up character references.
To stay in business, Clifford relies on a vast combination of government,
church, business, and volunteer organizations. She is currently looking for more
churches and organizations in the Rapid City area that would be willing to partner with the OSTPH and work alongside Pine Ridge residents to improve the housing conditions on the reservation. The needs are great, “and no one group can do
it alone,” said Clifford.
She also wants to see friendships formed. “We need to educate non-Indians
when they come to the reservation they are not going to meet just one type of person,” she said, and mentioned there are lots of different people living in the area,
including artists, cowboys, business owners, and students to name a few.
George Twiss, who works for the OSTPH, said most of the organizations that
send volunteers to work on the reservation have orientation sessions. He said one
of the recent question and answer sessions he attended just kept going. “People are
curious about the reservation,” he said. He added there is a big need is for home
repairs which would require skilled professionals like plumbers, electricians and
roofers.
Paul Iron Cloud, president of the Oglala Sioux Housing Authority at Pine
Ridge, estimated it will take more than 5,000 homes to fill the needs on the reservation. Some of the government built units date back to 1962 and are worn out.
Also, some current homes are occupied by between one and six families. The
housing authority oversees existing low income housing units as well as promoting more home developments.
Building on the reservation is expensive, with some estimates running as high
as $200,000 for land, electricity, water, sewer, environmental studies, and construction costs. He noted the tribe has been able to bring in Governor’s Houses
cheaper than building on the reservation. Governor’s Houses are built by state inmates and shipped to home sites. It is a program to create affordable housing while
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teaching the inmates works skills. There are not enough units to meet all the reservation housing needs, but Clifford points out building homes will create needed
jobs on the reservation.
The OSTPH can be reached at 605-867-1555, ostph@yahoo.com or PO Box
3001, Pine Ridge, SD 57770.

Elaine Gibbons, Lester Lone Hill and Kimberly Brings on the steps of a Governor’s House that is used for the Independent Account Savings Program and
classroom space.
Lester Lone Hill stands in front of a
lot that will become a park on Fragile Rock Street.

The OSTPH is accepting rummage sale
items to finance the park. Donations of
plants and flowers are also welcome.

The new office for the OSTPH will be
moved to Fragile Rock Street soon. A
Minnesota company is donating
furnishings. (WRC photos by Laurie
Hallstrom)
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Divine guidance picks the ministries for Vincentians
By Laurie Hallstrom

Two representatives of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul came to the
Diocese of Rapid City at the invitation
of Bishop Robert Gruss. Jim Kinyon,
executive director of Catholic Social
Services, took them on a partial tour
of the diocese on June 3. The following day, they met with the Presbyteral
Council, the Social Justice Committee
and CSS Board of Directors.
Jeanne Harper, Marinette, Wisc.,
and Jay Schmallen, Fargo, N.D.,
would like to see at least three conferences started in the Rapid City area. A
conference is a group of 6-8 people in
a parish who pray to discern an unmet
need in the community. Other interested parishioners can volunteer to
help on various projects.
“We are the hands, the feet and the
mouth of Christ,” said Harper. “We
treat the poor with the utmost respect
so their dignity remains intact.” Discussing their fundraising efforts, she
drew on the philosophy of St. Vincent,
“We beg so the poor don’t have to.”
Harper added that the organization
does not proselytize. “But if they ask
— we share our faith,” she said. When
starting a conference, she said about
20 people usually volunteer and after
a period of discernment a half dozen
people will choose to live by the Rule
of the Society of St. Vincent. The core
group or conference then prays to find
its area of mission.
Bishop Gruss said, “The conference

Jeanne Harper, Marinette, Wisc.

doesn’t pick the ministry, the Lord
leads them to the ministry.”
Schmallen said conferences do not
duplicate services that are already
available; they look at the needs of the
community and try to fill a void where
no one else serves. He cited an example in Sioux Falls where the conference was thinking of a soup kitchen,
but several are already available in
town. After discernment they realized
there was tremendous need for
diapers. So far, they have given away
more than 100,000 diapers.
Schmallen said the conferences
work to take some of the burden off
the pastors’ shoulders by doing things
like home visitations.“Priests are the
busiest people, I suppose because we
don’t have enough of them,” he said.
Schmallen also said the people they
serve are not always financially impoverished; some are poor in spirit.
“Your conference won’t know what
it is doing for a while. They need to

learn ‘how do I live out the beatitudes,’” said Harper. There is a
process of formation. Every member
has a copy of the rule and meetings
begin with 20-30 minutes of spiritual
reflection. Before ministering to the
poor volunteers sign confidentiality
agreements.
The conferences operate with total
money transparency. In the American
conferences .06 percent of each dollar
donated goes to administration. There
are 17 full time employees serving in
Maryland Heights, Mo. Everyone else
is a volunteer.
Although the conferences help meet
the needs of the poor, no money
changes hands. Any goods or services
that need to be purchased are handled
through a voucher system.
Harper and Schmallen hope to return to the diocese next fall to begin
setting up conferences.

Jay Schmallen, Fargo, N.D.

Lay ministers co-workers in evangelization mission of church
ST. LOUIS (CNS) — As the role of the laity in the Catholic Church
expands, lay ministers have a co-responsibility with their ordained
counterparts in furthering the church’s mission of evangelization,
said Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston. Cardinal
DiNardo was the opening speaker at the Lay Ecclesial Ministry
Summit June 7-8 in St. Louis. About 120 bishops and pastoral leaders reflected on “Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord,” the
bishops' statement on lay ecclesial ministry released 10 years ago.
They also discussed the current landscape of lay ministry and what
the future holds. The summit, held just prior to the bishops’ annual spring general assembly June 10-12 in St. Louis, was sponsored by U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' Committee on Laity,

Marriage, Family Life and Youth, Committee on Cultural Diversity
in the Church and the Subcommittee on Certification for Ecclesial Ministry and Service, with the support of the Committee on
Doctrine. There are more than 39,600 lay ecclesial ministers in
the United States, according to the Center for Applied Research in
the Apostolate at Georgetown University. They are primarily involved in religious education, sacramental preparation, liturgy
and/or music ministry and general parish administration. Cardinal
DiNardo said the bishops’ statement was a “watershed document”
that offered a slice of a fuller picture of “delineating the meaning about co-responsibility among the faithful and the shepherds
for the church's mission of evangelization.”
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History:

St. Vincent de Paul of France was
ordained a priest in 1600. He devoted his ministry to diminishing
the suffering of the poor. He
founded the Congregation of the
Mission. With Louise de Marillac, he
co-founded the Daughters of
Charity.

Blessed Rosalie Rendu entered of
the Daughters of Charity in 1802.
She worked in nursing, child care,
education and elderly care. One of
her followers in mission service was
Frederic Ozanam. She taught him
and his friends how to visit the
poor.
Blessed Frederic Ozanam and six
college companions founded the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul in
1833. They had been challenged by
a Protestant to do more than discuss their faith. After two years of
working to live their faith they
wrote the “Rule of the Society of
St. Vincent” which (with a few
modernizations) is still used today.
By 1845 the society had spread
across Europe and half of the
United States.

“Founded in Paris in 1833 by
Blessed Fredric Ozanam SSVdP is an
international Catholic Lay Organization serving in 149 countries. We
serve the poor through 70,000
parish based conferences and
special works. The Fargo Council
serves the Conferences and Special
Works of the Dioceses of Bismarck,
N.D., Crookston, Minn., and Fargo,
N.D.”
—Jay Schmallen
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Irma LeFaive, Pierre, steers her boat
to the dock. She won the Ladies
Award with a bass that weighed
2.6 lbs. Thirteen teams competed
this year. (Photo by Markus Erk)

Fourth annual Bishop’s
Fishing Tournament
held at Ft. Pierre

News

St. John Parish, Ft. Pierre, hosted the
fourth annual Bishop’s Fishing Tournament on May 30. These are the official results:
First place and Knights of
Columbus Challenge winners with a
team total weight of 10.81 lbs.:
Randy Hanson, Father Mark
McCormick, and seminarian Robert
Kinyon
Second place with a team weight total
of 10.15 lbs.:
Gary Chase and
seminarian Andrew Sullivan
Third place with a team weight total
of 9 lbs.:
Tom LeFaive, Ryan Fowler and
Ron Fowler
Big Walleye Award: Nathan Nagel
with a weight of 3.41lbs.
Ladies Award: Irma LeFaive with a
bass weighing 2.6 lbs.
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To all who participated and contributed
their time, talent and treasure,

thank you for helping make the
Fourth Annual Bishop’s Fishing Tournament
a success,

Executive Director Tim Henderson &
Administrative Assistant Doris Bride
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The banking of sperm and eggs before cancer treatments

Both chemotherapy and radiation
can affect sexual organs and how they
work. The American Cancer Society
addresses the potential effects on male
fertility this way: “Chemo may lower
the number of sperm cells, reduce their
ability to move, or cause other changes.
... Because permanent sterility (infertility) may occur, it’s important to discuss
this issue with your doctor BEFORE
you start chemo. You might want to
think about banking your sperm for future use.”
Various moral concerns arise in the
wake of the proposal to freeze reproductive cells like eggs or sperm.
Catholic teaching has always stressed
the importance of the marital act in
bringing about new human life. Even if
sperm were procured in a morally-acceptable way — i.e. not through withdrawal or masturbation — the
subsequent use of the sperm sample
would involve techniques that were either directly immoral (such as in vitro
fertilization or intracytoplasmic sperm
injection), or at least of a dubious moral
character (such as Gamete Intrafallopian Transfer or intrauterine insemination).
These latter two techniques, GIFT
and IUI, have never been directly mentioned in official church documents, so
the question of whether they might be
morally allowable continues to be discussed among Catholic moral theologians. GIFT involves collecting sperm
after the marital act, placing it near an
egg — but separated by an air bubble
— within a thin, flexible tube called a
catheter. After insertion into a woman’s
reproductive tract, the sex cells are injected into her fallopian tube so fertilization can occur inside her body, rather
than in a petri dish. Meanwhile, IUI
(also known as artificial insemination
or AI) involves the placement of sperm
into a woman’s uterus by a catheter or a
means other than a natural act of intercourse.
An important Vatican document

known as Donum Vitae (On the Gift of
Life) emphasizes that morally acceptable interventions used in procreation
cannot be a substitute for the marital act
but should serve to facilitate that act to
attain its natural purpose. Even when
sperm is collected in an acceptable
manner, by using a silastic sheath during marital relations (i.e. a perforated
condom without any spermicide), it still
appears that the subsequent steps of
GIFT and IUI involve a substitution/re-

A culture vessel is injected with culture
liquid at a Leipzig, Germany, center for
assisted reproductive technology in this
July 2011 photo. The Pope Paul VI Institute in Omaha, Neb., reported that more
effective options exist for infertile couples than in vitro fertilization. (CNS
photo/EPA)

placement of the conjugal act by injecting the sex cells into the woman’s body
via a cannula. In other words, the marital act does not itself cause a future
pregnancy but only enables the collection of sperm, which is then used for
another procedure that brings about the
pregnancy.
For these reasons, GIFT and IUI do
not appear to be morally acceptable,
and I generally discourage married men
undergoing cancer treatments from
banking their sperm, since there do not
appear to be any legitimate procreative
uses once the sample has been stored.
The situation is more nuanced when
it comes to the question of banking a
woman’s eggs or ova. We can identify
at least one technique for assisting pro-

creation called LTOT, or Low Tubal
Ovum Transfer, that would be morally
acceptable and could be carried out
using previously-frozen eggs. Originally designed for women with
blocked, damaged, or diseased fallopian tubes, LTOT re-locates her egg,
placing it into the fallopian tube below
the point of damage so that her husband’s sperm, introduced into her body
by the marital act, can reach the egg and
bring about fertilization. LTOT, however, is performed only rarely, and it
can be challenging to find a reproductive specialist who routinely does the
technique.
There are, moreover, safety concerns
about the process of egg retrieval from
a woman’s body, about the high-dose
hormones used, and about cryopreservation of the eggs. Strong chemicals are
used in the freezing process, and no one
knows how much the eggs might absorb. Moreover, there has been little
systematic follow-up of children born
from frozen eggs, so it remains unclear
whether they face increased health risks
when they arise from an egg that has
been frozen and thawed.
In principle, nevertheless, if the egg
harvesting step could be carried out
with low risk to women, if the egg
freezing process would not cause any
deleterious effects on children who
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Making
Sense of
Bioethics

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D

might later come into being, and if the
eggs were only used for morally legitimate purposes like LTOT, freezing a
woman’s eggs would appear to be
morally allowable.
Another emerging method of preserving fertility for cancer patients relies on the removal and freezing of
sections of the ovary (rather than individual eggs). This ovarian tissue can
later be grafted back into a woman’s
body following chemotherapy allowing
her to again ovulate naturally and, in
some cases, conceive naturally. A number of babies have been born as a result
of this technique, and insofar as a
woman were enabled to conceive a
child through marital acts with her husband, this approach also would not
seem to raise any fundamental moral
concerns.
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of
the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the
Director of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
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Bursting the myth of individualism

Social Justice

by Aaron Matthew Weldon

Shortly after my wife had given birth
to our first son, I held my little boy and
was immediately struck by his helplessness. Before that moment, I may
have had some idea of how dependent a
child is on others, but it became very
real when my wife handed him to me.
Those moments at the beginning of life,
as well as at its end, show us in a vivid
way one of the deepest truths about
being human: we are radically dependent on others.
In a culture formed from the myth of
the autonomous individual, we struggle
with the thought of being a burden. We
feel that our dignity is eroded when we
depend on others to care for us. This is
cause for lament. Receiving the gift of
support from loved ones as we approach the end of life is part of being
human. Indeed, the truth of the matter
is this: we are all, at all times, dependent on others.
The myth of the self-made, independent individual clouds our vision,
leading all too many of us to view society as divided between those who are

New Book

strong and those who can be cast aside.
However, our dependency is one of the
beautiful aspects of human life. We depend on mothers and fathers to nurture
us. We depend on family and friends to
put up with our imperfections.
A successful community requires the
cooperation of everyone. The story of a
human life is replete with acts of giving
and receiving care. These acts are seeds
of a culture of life, a culture that flourishes when we, dependent creatures that
we are, allow ourselves to rest in our
humanness.
(Aaron Matthew Weldon, USCCB
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities staff
assistant; Life Issues Forum, 3-13-15;
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/)

The Joys and Challenges of Family Life:
Catholic Husbands and Fathers Speak Out
By Brandon McGinley, Editor

Eight regular guys share their stories of the tough, crazy, scary, fun, and always
humbling aspects of being a husband and dad in the 21st century, including:
fatherhood for the first time (or lots of times), infertility, raising kids in the faith,
technology and family life, the porn war and much more.
(Our Sunday Visitor; https://www.osv.com/Shop/Product?ProductCode=
T1619, $15.95)

“Spare no efforts in supporting the
family and in the defense of life from
conception to natural death. The
family must always be defended as the
main source of fraternity, respect for
others and the primary path of peace.”
(Pope Francis, May 9)

Pope Francis on the feast of Christ the
King. (CNS)

App aimed at helping young
people addicted to porn

June 2015

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Matt Fradd, a popular
Catholic speaker who said he has dedicated
his life to fighting pornography, teamed up
with longtime youth minister Mark Hart,
known as the “Bible Geek,” and LifeTeen to
develop an app designed to assist young
people find victory in their battle against
porn.
“I worked as an apologist at Catholic Answers for
three years and I would travel the country and give many talks, and I couldn’t help
but feel that while I was up there proclaiming the basic Gospel message to thousands
of teenagers, a good number of these young men and women were looking at hardcore pornography,” Fradd explained in a phone interview with Catholic News Service.
The app, Victory, is based on a calendar system where the user can mark the days
they were victorious over porn, or had a setback, using colors. White represents the
days they were victorious, and gray represents the days with a setback. A date with a
green square around it signifies a day the user went to confession.
“One of the reasons this app is so helpful is that it enables people to view freedom
from porn, not as a destination, but as a daily choice. This app enables us to daily
track our progress and reflect upon our victories. ‘Look at that, I had five days in a
row that I was victorious,’” Fradd said.
After the setback is logged on the calendar, the app assists you in pinpointing what
the trigger was so you are more prepared to log a white day the next time that trigger occurs. Users can choose from various “trigger” options — boredom, loneliness,
anger, stress or tiredness. According to Fradd, this helps a person to gain self-knowledge.
The app includes a section for journaling, and there’s a prayer request button that
will notify up to three “accountability partners,” as the program calls them, to pray
for you. The app is private and requires a four-digit passcode to log in.
Being that Victory is geared toward Catholics, many have asked Fradd why it seems
he is preaching to the choir, and his response is: “Because the choir is looking at
porn.”
Victory was launched May 28, and since then it has been downloaded over 4,500
times, which is a testament to its popularity. The app is free, and the accompanying
book included in the app costs $1.99. The price of the book goes straight back to the
app, though, not only to update the current version, but to launch an android version
later this summer. Also, there is a donation page set up to increase funding for the
app and it is donate lifeteen.com/thevictoryapp. A donor matches every donation
through that link.
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Activities swirl through the monastery
By Sr. Florence
McManamen, OSB

sFrom

80 percent of CSS Capital Campaign
pledges for new office paid

Thank you for your generosity in pledging to the Capital Campaign for
our new Catholic Social Services Offices at 529 Kansas City Street. We’ve named
our building the Msgr. William O’Connell Center in honor of our founder. With
80 percent of the 5-year pledges already paid in the first 2.5 years, we are confident we’ll have 100 percent of these pledges collected by the 5th year.
We are certainly proud to call this new facility our home.
—John Schmit, Dev. Director

Catholic Social Services Capital Campaign

Thank You!
Your support is appreciated.

Ash Wednesday Appeal $81,000
Palm Sunday Brunch Collection $129,000

the West Coast to the East
Coast and in between, many guests
have spent time in our guest facilities
during May. Mary Ruth Kayute, our
postulant, is busy keeping everything
ready for the next guests. Several sisters from different communities have
stayed with us for days of reflection or
while just passing through. We enjoyed
having Steven Ward and his nephew.
Sister Bernadette Ward arranged many Joe “Gene” Taggart donated to the
sight-seeing adventures for her family. community a Prairie Fire Flowering
We have all had the opportunity to prac- Crab as a memorial to his sister, Sister Rita Taggart, who passed away in
tice the gift of “hospitality”!
January (Courtesy photo)
sThe sacrament of reconciliation
holds an important part in our life of
growing in intimacy with God. In May monastery. Father Futter spoke frewe welcomed Father Ed Witt, SJ, Rapid quently of the hospitality shown to the
City. For many years we have had a people in the Gospels and to us and to
priest from St. Isaac Jogues Parish, all people by Jesus. “He gives himself
Rapid City, as our confessor.
mercifully each day, especially by his
sJoe “Gene”
presence in the EuWe have all had the opportunity to
Taggart gifted the
charist and in our
practice the gift of hospitality!
community with
daily lives,” he said.
a Prairie Fire
sSister Samantha
Flowering Crab as a memorial to his Chamley concluded her first month as
sister, Sister Rita Taggart, who passed a novice. As a novice her work is priaway in January.
marily at the monastery. Sister is studysThe sisters spent Mother’s Day ing Hebrew, the Rule of St. Benedict,
evening gathered together to reminisce Monastic Promises and the Psalms.
about their mothers. Many were the sto- Please continue to pray for her and all
ries of love, faith, and courage. The men and women who are in formation
evening closed with a special prayer programs.
service for all mothers. One of our
sOn May 26, one of our guests preguests and a woman who had attended sented a program playing the bagpipes.
the Benedictine weekend were “snowed He told us of the origin of the bagpipe,
in” so they joined the community and described the parts of the instrument
shared stories about their mothers.
and played a number of songs.
sOur Benedictine Community ensThe sisters were delighted to host a
joyed a Workshop on Hospitality, May tour of the monastery for the three sec15-17, led by Father Volker Futter from ond grade classes from St. Elizabeth
the Benedictine Men’s Community in Seton School and for each of the fifth
Schuyler, Neb. Schuyler is the U.S. grade classes from the school. On May
Center for the Men’s Missionary Bene- 18, the preschool classes presented
dictines who serve people in many parts songs for the sisters and employees.
of the world. The community also has a We enjoyed having the students visit
beautiful retreat center located near the us.
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With all the new technology are we really communicating?
By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

legged, the winged, the creatures of
the sea and all of nature as “my relaWe presently live in a highly advanced technological age; we want an- tive.” Even those who have passed
from this life are included; the Ancient
swers and results instantaneously. We
Ones or the communion of saints are a
have the capacity to communicate
huge part of Mitakuye Oyasin because
around the world in seconds. Because
we
ask intercessory prayers for their
of all the technology that is available
help and also to look after our loved
at our fingertips, the world seems to
ones. We
have become a
pray continusmall place.
ally for direcWe live in a sotion and
ciety that valwisdom to
ues
help us live a
communication
good life that
through deis pleasing to
vices rather
God.
than human-toIn 1
human contact.
‘We live in a society that values communicaCorinthians
We have in a
tion through devices rather than human-to12:12-14 it is
sense lost the
human contact.’
affirmed, “We
human connection, and we wonder why our world is are one body with many members.”
This scripture references the composiin the condition that it is in today.
Mitakuye Oyasin (All my relatives) tion of the body of Christ. We are all
part of the one body. When the world
is a concept that the world needs now
can embody the concept of “All my
more than it ever has. “All my relarelatives,” we will be drawn into the
tives” is a Lakota prayer that recogformation of a life-giving world where
nizes all creation and Creator as one
we will be empowered to more easily
grand family. The phrase actually
forgive one another, to help heal each
means we are all a part of each other
other’s brokenness and acknowledge
and we share our beautiful Mother
each other as brother or sister. When
Earth in common. All of creation bewe embrace the concept, Christ himcomes kin, and we recognize the four

self enters and true church is formed.
Our lives are transformed and we become a new creation and we begin to
hear the voice of the One who has
been calling us the beloved son or
daughter from the beginning of time.
Mitakuye Oyasin has the power to
bring peace to a world broken by violence, abuse, hatred, racism and war.
They are words of invitation, they are
words of acceptance and they are the
words that Jesus was speaking in another time and another place, but for
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all times and all places. In Matthew
25:40 we read, “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it for one of the least of these
members of my family, you did it for
me.’” If we claim to be children of
God, we must take up our cross daily
and help serve the needs of the less
fortunate children of God. This is our
faith and who we have become; we
are the living Christ alive in the world
today bringing joy, hope and healing
amidst our hurting relatives.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young
people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the
Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in
her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418
(cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will
be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report
alleged abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The
diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.
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50th Wedding
Anniversary

FAITH — Deacon Larry and Valarie
Brown will celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary on July 17. They
have four daughters, one son, 17
grandchildren, and six great grandchildren. They are members of
St. Joseph Parish, Faith. Cards may
be sent to P.O. Box 616, Faith, SD
57626.
The children and grandchildren of Deacon Larry and Valarie Brown invite
friends and family to celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary Open House
on Sunday, July 5, 2015, from 3-10 p.m. at the home of Crysta & Rorey
Lemmel, 12250 Jackson Rd, Whitewood, SD. (Courtesy photo)

60th Wedding
Anniversary

Philip and Maxine Konechne of
Kimball are celebrating their 60th
wedding anniversary on Saturday,
June 20. They have three children,
six grandchildren and nine great
grandchildren. Cards may be sent to
them at: PO Box 76, Kimball, SD
57355.
(Courtesy photo)

In Your Prayers

In your prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordinations and
death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Birthdays: July 4, Fr. John Lule;
July 5, Fr. Richard Abert, SJ; July 16, Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP; July 31,
Fr. Matthew Fallgren. July 2, 1994, Bishop Robert Gruss (priestly ordination); July 3,
2003, Fr. Kevin Achbach; July 7, 1999, Fr. Tony Grossenburg and Fr. Brian Christensen; July 9, 1993, Fr. Steve Biegler; July 28, 2011, Bishop Robert Gruss (episcopal
ordination). Necrology: July 2, 1947, John McGowan; July 2, 1961, Patrick Quilligan;
July 2, 1972, Edward Balfe; July 3, 1966, Clarence Biever; July 4, 1966, Joseph Vorman; July 4, 2002, Christopher Scadron; July 7, 1992, Francis Berning; July 12,
1936, Aloysius Keel, SJ; July 12, 1957, Michael Brogan; July 13, 1957, Thomas Coleman; July 17, 1957, Tarcisius Keller; July 18, 1968, Henry Dunn; July 19, 1890,
William Mahoney; July 24, 1968, Joseph Golden; July 26, 1913, Robert
Demeyer, SJ; July 26, 1965, William Leahy; July 30, 1917, Martin Kenel, OSB; July
30, 1965, Martin Wittman; July 31, 1939, Henry McRory.
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SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2015

Schedule of Events:

8:30am ..............Mass at Terra Sancta,
Rapid City
9:30-10:30am ....Blessing of the Bikes
and Breakfast
3-6pm ................BBQ & Silent Auction at
Outdoor Motor Sports,
Spearfish

Poker Run:

8-10:30am.........Registration
$50/person

Includes 3 poker hands, breakfast with
Bishop Gruss, T-Shirt, SWAG Bag & BBQ
Pay by cash, check or credit card
Draw Poker Hands at Outdoor
Motor Sports, Spearfish by 4pm
l 1st

Prize $300
Prize $200
l 3rd Prize $100
l Low Hand $50
l 2nd

For more information, contact Tracy at tmanningegge@gmail.com

Register online at

https://stjosephspearfish.weshareonline.org/ws/

opportunities/RidewiththeShepard-MotorcycleRally

Proceeds go to

Newman Center
Capital Campaign

Sponsored by:
Outdoor Motor Sports
Black Hills Harley Davidson
Black Hills Pioneer
Culvers
Hermanson Egge Engineering
Konstant & Klein
Brugger Hillard Group
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Deacon Harold Condon honored for 30 years
By Becky Berreth

“It was a calling,” said Deacon
Harold Condon. “I would go to retreats
at Sioux Spiritual Center and I would
meet deacons. At one of those retreats,
Deacon Victor Bull Bear mentioned
that I should become a deacon. At first
I didn’t think about it, but the idea kept
coming back to me.”
Deacon Condon was ordained May
10, 1985. Thirty years later, on May 17,
parishioners of Sacred Heart Church,
Pine Ridge, helped him celebrate his
ministry in the Diocese of Rapid City.
Deacon Condon assisted Father
George Winzenburg, SJ, at Mass
singing a Lakota four direction song before the celebration began. He also
shared a Lakota prayer song of life after
communion, dedicating it to the mothers at the celebration as a blessing for
them. Before the benediction, Deacon
Condon sang a traditional song of grat-

itude and thanks for his ministry and
calling.
In his 30 years of ministry, he has
helped with baptisms, funerals, and
Masses, but being able to incorporate
native elements into the Mass has
helped him minister to parishioners and
those outside the reservations.
“I was able to make members who
grew up with just the Catholic elements
comfortable with the cultural and sacred ways,” he explained. “I attended
my first Tekakwitha Conference in
1979, and a tremendous change took
place there. There were 66 Native
Americans in attendance, and we were
able to address the bishops and tell
them what it means to work on a reservation. After that, more and more of the
culture was exposed at the tribal level.
“Being a deacon has helped me grow
spiritually — helped me look at the
gifts of both my culture and the

Catholic church and to be able to use
those gifts to impact lives and proclaim
Tunkasila (God). It has helped me
know and to let others know that it’s
one God that we serve. The sacraments
and ceremonies really helped in my

June 2015
time of need. Living the life of a deacon
has been a blessing both in my culture
and in the life of the church.”
Following Mass, he was presented
with a star quilt and honoring song. The
celebration ended with a meal.

Geraldine and
Dcn. Harold Condon
(Courtesy photo)
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West River Catholic staff win awards
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The South Dakota Press Women Conference was held in Brookings, April 2425. There were presentations on S.D. journalism laws and the career of Senator
Karl Mundt who represented S.D. for 40 years and chaired the Senate hearings
which brought down Senator Joseph McCarthy. Time was alloted for individual
instruction with South Dakota State University design instructor Jessica Jensen.
At the awards luncheon, Becky Berreth placed 1st in feature writing for a story
on a convert to Catholicism. Laurie Hallstrom placed 1st in editing and page design for front page layouts and 1st in specialty articles in the religion category
for stories about Storm Atlas recovery. Together, they earned a 2nd place in feature writing for a story about athletes who have brothers with cerebral palsy.

Peace Offering

Hoop Dancing

Dallas Chief Eagle of Batesland taught Hoop Dancing at Clergy Days. The retreat was
held May 26-28 at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City. During the retreat priests
and deacons studied Lakota inculturation. (Photo by Fr. Janusz Korban)

Sturgis Tour of Tables

May 30, the first Tour of Tables event was held by St. Theresa Circle at St. Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church, Sturgis. It was held in the parish hall and organizers hope to
make the fundraiser an annual event. There were 10 tables all decorated from fine
dining to holiday dinnerware. Lunch was served by the St. Francis Cemetery Board and
the speaker was Jo Hartman, a former S.D. Teacher of the Year. About 100 people attended the event. (Courtesy photo)

Bosnian woodcarver-sculptor Edin Hajderovac works on a chair for Pope Francis at his
workshop in Zavidovici, Bosnia-Herzegovina, May 25. He and his father, Salem
Hajderovac, put the finishing touches to the chair made from walnut trees, which Pope
Francis used during his visit to Sarajevo. The father and son, both devoted Muslims,
initiated the project in the belief that it could reflect the message of peace that the
Catholic Church’s top leader brought to Bosnia June 6. (CNS photo/Dado Ruvic,
Reuters)

Vatican
Splendors

This statue and mosaic of
St. Paul will be on display
in Philadelphia when the
"Vatican Splendors"
exhibit opens in September during the World
Meeting of Families and
the visit of Pope Francis.
The display will be at the
at Philadelphia's venerable Franklin Institute and
run through February
2016. (CNS photo/Vatican
press kit)
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Vatican unveils logo, prayer, details of
Holy Year of Mercy

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The Holy Year of Mercy will be an opportunity to
encourage Christians to meet people’s “real needs” with concrete assistance, to experience a “true pilgrimage” on foot, and to send “missionaries of mercy” throughout the world to forgive even the most serious of sins, said Archbishop Rino
Fisichella, of Rome. The yearlong extraordinary jubilee also will include several
individual jubilee days, such as for the Roman Curia, catechists, teenagers and
prisoners, he said. The special Holy Year will be celebrated from Dec. 8, 2015,
until Nov. 20, 2016. The motto, “Merciful Like the Father,” he said, “serves as an
invitation to follow the merciful example of the Father who asks us not to judge
or condemn but to forgive and to give love and forgiveness without measure.”
Pope Francis announced in March his intention to proclaim a holy year as a way
for the church to “make more evident its mission to be a witness of mercy.” One
way the pope wants to show “the church’s maternal solicitude” is to send out “missionaries of mercy” — that is, specially selected priests who have been granted
“the authority to pardon even those sins reserved to the Holy See,” the pope wrote
in Misericordiae Vultus, (The Face of Mercy), the document officially proclaiming the Holy Year.

A chapter of the Federation of North American Explorers has been
started in the Black Hills. The Federation is active in 19 countries
and has 55,000 members. It is recognized by the Vatican as in International Association of Pontifical Right. The local group is dubbed
Regina Caeli (Queen of Heaven). According to group leaders,
Jacques and Annie Daniel, the group meets Tuesday evenings 6:30
p.m., at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City,
three times a month. They have two “outings” per month that are
service, faith, or nature related. Plans this summer include campouts, a bike ride on the Mickelson trail, hikes, celebrating the groups’
founding and patron feast on August 22, the Queenship of Mary. For more information, visit the website reginacaelifne.com. The program offers four
levels by age divisions. The Explorer girls, ages 12-16, are shown practicing
setting up the tents for their first camping trip. (Photo by Jacques Daniel)
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The

MusTard seed
has your

For God & Country: The Heroic Life
and Martyrdom of St. Joan of Arc
by Fr. Michael Cerrone
Mornings with St. Therese:
120 Daily Readings
excerpted from the writings of
st. Therese of Lisieux
A Year with Mary: Daily
Meditations on the Mother of God
by Paul Thigpen
The Wife of Pilate
by Gertrud von le Fort
A Short Guide to Praying as a
Family: Growing together in Faith
and Love Each Day forward by
archbishop Charles J. Chaput
Finding True Happiness:
Satisfying Our Restless Hearts
by robert spitzer, s.J.

708 St. Joseph St., Rapid City
605-348-5228
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STM GRADS

News

May 22, St. Thomas More High
School held graduation Mass at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City. Grads received 5.3
million dollars in scholarships offers,
Giles McGillick was accepted into the
US Air Force Academy, and the
National Merit Scholarship Program
recipients were Alexa Diehl, Payton
Bradsky and Hannah Glissendorf.
(Right) Kelly Cooper received the
Bishop’s Medal from Bishop Robert
Gruss. (Photos by Johnny Sundby)

PINE RIDGE GRADS

Fifty seniors became the newest Red Cloud Indian School alumni on May 23.
With over 150 acceptance letters and hundreds of thousands of dollars in combined scholarships, they move forward. Scholarships earned by the graduating
class include one Horatio Alger Scholarship, three Gates Millennium Scholars,
and a Jesuit Diversity Scholarship to Creighton University in Nebraska. See
more at: http://www.redcloudschool.org/

Bishops urged to help Catholics
understand upcoming encyclical
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ST. LOUIS (CNS) — A week before the anticipated release of Pope Francis’
encyclical on human ecology and the environment, the U.S. bishops were urged
to help Catholics hear and understand it. Pope Francis will challenge the assumptions of “both the left and the right”with the document, said Bishop Oscar
Cantu of Las Cruces, New Mexico, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on
International Justice and Peace. He made the comments June 10 on the first day
of the bishops’ spring general assembly in St. Louis. Miami Archbishop Thomas
G. Wenskit pointed out that even though Bishop Cantu had not been given advance copies of the encyclical, church officials have a pretty good sense of what
it will be about based on Scripture passages, papal teachings and previous
words of Pope Francis. Archbishop Wenski, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development, said the document will
very likely highlight climate change as “a moral issue,” pointing out that the
poor suffer the most from consequences of improper care of the environment,
even though “they have contributed least to climate change.” He noted that
Pope Francis is not speaking out as a scientist or a politician on the issue but as
a shepherd.
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The call of the birds:
slowing down and tuning in

“The only essential equipment for see- crowned, gray-cheeked, black-chinned,
ing birds is a pair of eyes. Good ears are a ruby-throated, rose-breasted, whitehelp too.”
rumped. It conjures all their songs: “a
The first edition of “Birds: A Guide To low-pitched croak,” a “hoarse ‘quock,’”
The Most Familiar American Birds” “harsh, rattling call,” “a deep, penetrating
smells like an old missal and reads like a hoot,” an “unforgettable drumming
manual for living well — birding as a sound.”
hobby, a lifestyle, and a meditation.
“Birds” is not much bigger than an
Its intro is written in
iPhone 6 Plus and
the voice of a sensible
feels like its antigrandma, and the best
dote: a faded
lines in the 1949 Simon
ticket to a bygone
and Schuster book are the
era, an invitation
ones that got cut from the
to simpler living
1987 edition released by
through the tools
Golden Press: “Don’t be
we were born
in a hurry to buy field
with, “a pair of
glasses. ... Practice is eseyes” and “good
sential. Go looking for
ears.”
birds as often as you can.
Rachael Butek,
... Dashing through the
23, from Colfax,
Rachael Butek — The American Birding
woods will get you noth- Association’s 2010 Young Birder of the
Wisc., sees it that
ing but shortness of Year. (Courtesy photo)
way. She doesn’t
breath.”
look like your
There is none of the panicky, pander- stereotypical birder of the silver-headed
ing language used today by aging clubs in variety, but she can identify 100 birds by
search of the next generation. No, this lit- their song.
tle cloth book lets you come to it, and
Birding has changed the way she sees
what tremendous rewards await if you do. the world and deepened her Catholic faith,
For the retail price of $1, it delivered attuning her to the intricacy of God’s cre118 paintings, maps, measurements and ation.
the most lovingly gathered details. The
“People underestimate the importance
book celebrates every centimeter: yellow- of beauty in our lives,” she told me. “It’s
not practical,
per se, but it is
A
“YouCat”
nugget
courtesy
Do not say
vital.”
of the Office of Youth
& Young Adult Ministry
‘I am only a youth’
In her mind,
most of us have
Aren’t the Ten Commandments old school?
blinders
on,
No, the Ten Commandments are by no means the product
oblivious to the
of a particular time. They express man’s fundamental obligaflights of fancy
tions toward God and neighbor, which are always and everyin our very own
where valid. (2070-2072)
backyards.
The Ten Commandments are commandments of reason just
“More young
as they are also part of the binding revelation of God. They
people should
are so fundamentally binding that no one can be dispensed
be birders,” she
from keeping these commandments.
says. “They’re
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Twenty
Something

Christina Capecchi

all buried in their phones.”
Rachael has filled 10 journals with
penciled-in notes and has witnessed an
array of memorable moments: courting
kinglets, dueling orioles, sipping hummingbirds, a stretching crow. Her favorite
bird, she likes to say, is whichever one
she’s currently watching.
This summer Rachael is working as a
wildlife technician for the Department of
Natural Resources and surveying the
Chippewa County Forest, Wisc., through
dozens of “point counts”: parking herself
in a specific point for eight minutes, tallying the birds there and then moving on.
She filled out her application for the internship during Eucharistic adoration at
St. John the Baptist in nearby Cooks Valley, Wisc. She has the seven-to-eight
Tuesday morning slot. “Having that hour
of peace and solitude with Christ is very
helpful to review my week, give thanks to
God and get perspective,” Rachael said.
God’s call in her life may not ring out
as clearly as a song sparrow, but she’s allowing for the silence to hear its faintest
hums.
Like Rachael, the most vibrant young
Catholics I know embrace elements of the
old as they rely on the new. Their Instagram feeds show comic books and vinyl
records, knitting needles and calligraphy,
gardens, libraries — things that take time.
They are compelled to insert the vintage
amid the modern, stimulated by the contrasts, drawn to the tactile in a touchscreen world.
We can claim the oldest Christian faith,
the one with the most patina, the first edition. We inscribe our name in its book, the
ultimate field guide.
Christina Capecchi is a freelance
writer from Inver Grove Heights, Minn.,
and the editor of SisterStory.org.

Now
Playing

Jurassic World (Universal)

Humans are mere dinosaur fodder in
this extension of the $2 billion-grossing sci-fi franchise that dates back to
1993's “Jurassic Park,” Steven Spielberg's wildly popular adaptation of
Michael Crichton's 1990 novel. The
potential victims of the latest crop of
genetically recreated prehistoric
predators who, for a price, can be
observed at the resort of the title,
include a career-focused member of
the theme park's staff (Bryce Dallas
Howard), her visiting nephews (Nick
Robinson and Ty Simpkins) and the
ex-military animal trainer (Chris
Pratt) with whom she shares a romantic attraction thinly disguised as
mutual dislike. Anyone looking for interaction more meaningful than that
between the DNA disaster of an uberdino to whose rampage director Colin
Trevorrow devotes most of his attention and the anonymous extras on
whom the ill-designed creature contentedly munches have come to the
wrong fictional island. Though the elements listed below rule out the
"Flintstones" crowd, parents of insistent teens who find their patience in
danger of extinction need not feel
too guilty if resistance proves futile.
Some gory interludes, a bit of comic
innuendo, at least one use of profanity, a few crude and crass terms. The
Catholic News Service classification
is A-III — adults. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is
PG-13 — parents strongly cautioned.
Some material may be inappropriate
for children under 13.

Classifications

Love and Mercy ...............A-III
San Andreas ...................A-III

Classifications used by the USCCB are:
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,
limited adult audiences, films whose
problematic content many adults
would find troubling; O, morally
offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/
movies.htm.

