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Christ be Our Light
The observance of Holy Week began March 29 with Palm Sunday and
continued through the Easter Triduum and the celebration of Easter
on April 5. On April 4, at Easter Vigil, Bishop Robert Gruss carefully
lit the Paschal Candle from the flame of the Easter fire. He was as-
sisted by Deacon Jim Scherr, seminarian Adam Johnson, and 

Jim Gervasi. The Easter fire marked the beginning of the vigil Mass,
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. During
this celebration, six catechumens and sixteen others were received
into the church. For more stories and photos see pages 13-14. (Photo
by Laurie Hallstrom)

AMMAN, Jordan (CNS)
— A call for an area to protect
Christians and other religious
minorities in Syria and Iraq is
gathering pace even as April
marks the centenary of the
1915 genocide of Armenian,
Assyrian and Greek Chris-
tians. “We have met with rep-
resentatives of four of the
permanent members of the
United Nations Security
Council — the United States,
Britain, France and Russia —

and submitted our request for
a temporary protected area to
be set up for Christians,
Yezidis, and other minorities
in Iraq and Syria,” said 
Bassam Ishak, president of
the Syriac National Council in
Syria. “Our issue is how to
protect these people,” said
Ishak, a prominent Syrian
Christian political leader. He
said his council and other 
organizations concerned about
the future of religious minori-

ties caught in the crosshairs of
volatile conflicts in the 
Middle East “want a U.N. 
resolution drafted and passed
that will provide for their 
protection. We are asking for
a temporary protected zone.
This is different and separate
from resolving the Syrian or
Iraq question,” Ishak told
Catholic News Service. “Peo-
ple are taking the call very 
seriously.”

The Washington-based

Center for American Progress
noted, “Some of the oldest
Christian communities in the
world are disappearing in the
very lands where their faith
was born and first took root,”
“Christians have migrated
from the region in increasing
numbers, which is part of a
longer-term exodus related to
violence, persecution, and
lack of economic opportuni-
ties stretching back decades,”
the center reported in March. 

Mideast groups seek protected zone for minorities in Iraq, Syria
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Happy Easter to all of you!
I hope and pray that the celebrations

of Holy Week and Easter were inspir-
ing and life-giving. We would be remiss
though if we left this great celebration
of resurrected life in the past as just 
another Sunday in the church year. The
Easter season, this time of grace, spans
fifty days, concluding on the great feast
of Pentecost where we relive the out-
pouring of the promised Holy Spirit
upon Mary and the apostles gathered in
prayer in the Cenacle.
Throughout this Easter season each

of us are invited to pray daily for a new
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our
lives enabling us to grow in our rela-
tionship with Christ and our dedication
of our call to discipleship. We all need
this whether we are the bishop, a priest,
deacon, religious, or layperson. 
The Lord has so much more for each

of us, but we are limited by our own
lack of desire for more. The Lord Jesus
has already given the Spirit to us, but he
is waiting for us to let him ignite the fire
— which means we must want this fire
to be ignited and pray each day that it is
ignited. But it also takes letting go of
what I want and seeking what the Lord
wants for me. 
“In effect, Jesus’ whole mission was

aimed at giving the Spirit of God to
men and baptizing them in the ‘bath’ of
regeneration. This was realized through
his glorification, that is, through his
death and resurrection: Then the Spirit
of God was poured out in a super-
abundant way, like a waterfall able to
purify every heart, to extinguish the
flames of evil and ignite the fire of 
divine love in the world.” (Benedict
XVI, “Let Baptism of the Holy Spirit
purify every heart,” L’Osservatore 
Romano, May 14, 2008)
What a great image Pope Benedict

gave us — “like a waterfall able to 
purify every heart, to extinguish the
flames of evil, and IGNITE the fire of

divine love in the world.”  Has this been
your experience of the Holy Spirit in
your life? I invite all of us to pray for
this these remaining days of the Easter
season. Jesus wants to lead us to drink
from the “streams of living water
welling up to eternal life” (Jn 4:10, 14;
Jn 7:37-39).
The Holy Spirit renews all things in

our lives and helps us to live in a 
different way. Pope Francis speaks of
how we cannot be a part time Christian
because it doesn’t work. We have to be
“all in,” so to speak. Being a disciple of
Jesus ultimately means, not doing
things, but allowing oneself to be 
renewed daily by the Holy Spirit. It is
the Spirit who opens our hearts to Jesus
and prepares us for this renewed daily
encounter which the Holy Father has
spoken of so many times.
In a General Audience message, he

shared: “This is the precious gift that
the Holy Spirit places in our hearts: the
very life of God, life as true sons, a 
relationship of confidence, freedom and
trust in the love and mercy of God,

which has as an effect, also a new gaze
toward others, near and far, always seen
as brothers and sisters in Jesus to be 
respected and loved. The Holy Spirit
teaches us to look with the eyes of
Christ, to live life as Christ lived it, to
understand life as Christ understood it.
That’s why the living water that is the
Holy Spirit quenches the thirst of our
lives, because it tells us that we are
loved by God as children, that we can
love God as His children, and by His
grace we can live as children of God,
like Jesus.” (May 26, 2013)
A renewed encounter with the Holy

Spirit will not only bring new life to our
lives, but also to our parishes and to our
diocese. I am praying for this tremen-
dous gift. Therefore, I am asking every
person and every parish across our dio-
cese to join with me in praying a
“Novena to the Holy Spirit” in prepara-
tion for Pentecost. We all need a new
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in our
lives, our culture, our families, our
parishes. An authentic and renewed
conversion to our Lord Jesus Christ can
only happen through the power of the
Holy Spirit, that same Spirit that trans-
formed the lives of those disciples in
the upper room at Pentecost. 
The Holy Spirit radically changed

Pray for the outpouring of  the Holy Spirit 

thank you

We have the titles 
recommended by 

Bishop Gruss including
Pope Francis: 

The Joy of the Gospel

Mother Teresa's 
Secret Fire

The Wellspring 
of Worship 

Remember that the 
Mustard Seed has cards

and gifts for first 
Communion, Confirmation,

Mother's Day, and 
Graduations. 

Come in and see us today.

We appreciate your 
continued support. 

for visiting 
our booth during  

pastoral ministry days

s

s

s

Mustard Seed Catholic Store
708 St. Joseph Street, Rapid City

605-348-5228

the early disciples from fearful, scared,
lost men and women into courageous
witnesses to Christ and enlightened 
heralds of his word. It was the Spirit
who guided them along the difficult and
new paths of mission, that same 
mission that has been given to every
baptized person. We ask the Holy Spirit
to bring about an amazing renewal
among us.
Let us all join together for nine 

consecutive days beginning on Friday,
May 15, for prayer and reflection on the
gifts the Spirit brings, inviting the
power of the Holy Spirit to be poured
out upon each of us, our parishes, and
our diocese. The “Novena to the Holy
Spirit” will be provided by your
parishes or can be found on this web-
site: www.spiritans.com. Watch your
parish bulletins for more details regard-
ing how this will be celebrated in your 
particular parish. 
Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of

your faithful and kindle in them the fire
of your love! 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit: Wisdom, 
Understanding, Right Judgement, 

Courage, Wonder and Awe, 
Knowledge, and Reverence

(Taken from www.spiritans.com)
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Bishop’s Calendar
April 22-May 18, 2015

Subject to change without notice
April 22, Wednesday
11 a.m. Chancery Staff Appreciation Mass/Lunch, Terra Sancta
6 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates (sophomores), Blessed Sacrament, 
Rapid City, and Confirmation Mass at 7 p.m.
April 24, Friday
S.D. Knights of Columbus Convention Mass and Banquet, Watertown 
April 25, Saturday
4:30 p.m. CT Meeting with Gregory County Confirmation Candidates, Sacred Heart,
Burke, and Confirmation Mass at 5:30 p.m. CT 
April 26, Sunday
8 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass, St. Anthony, Fairfax 
10:30 a.m.CT Confirmation Mass, St. Joseph, Gregory
April 27, Monday
4 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting, 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center
5:15 p.m. RCCSS Appreciation Dinner, Terra Sancta Retreat Center
April 29, Wednesday
6 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates, St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City, 
and Confirmation Mass at 7 p.m. 
April 30, Thursday
4:30 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates, St. Rose of Lima, Hill City, and 
Confirmation Mass at 5:30 p.m.
May 1, Friday
11:15 a.m. First Friday Mass, Luncheon, Cathedral 
May 2, Saturday
1:15 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute 
5 p.m. Mayfest Dinner/Auction for Rapid City Catholic Schools, 
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, Rapid City
May 3, Sunday
9:30 a.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates, Cathedral, and 
Confirmation Mass at 10:30 a.m.
5 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates, Pine Ridge, and 
and Confirmation Mass at 6 p.m. 
May 5, Tuesday
8 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast, Terra Sancta
9:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Meeting, Terra Sancta
May 6, Wednesday
6 p.m. Meeting with Candidates (freshmen), Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City, and 
Confirmation Mass (freshmen) at 7 p.m.
May 7, Thursday
10 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting, Rapid City
May 9, Saturday
4:30 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates, St. Mary, Newell, 
and 5:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass
May 10, Sunday
9:30 a.m. Meeting with Confirmation Candidates from Belle Fourche and Spearfish,
at St. Paul, Belle Fourche, followed by 10:30 a.m. Confirmation Mass, in Belle Fourche 
and Confirmation Mass at 5:30 p.m.in St. Joseph, Spearfish
May 14, Thursday
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation Board Meeting, Chancery 
May 17, Sunday
11 a.m. Mass, Installation of Fr. Ed Witt SJ as Pastor, St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City
May 18, Monday
11:15 a.m. Mass with Duc in Altum Team Training,Terra Sancta
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting, Cathedral Rectory Large
Meeting Room

Vocation News
Bishop Robert Gruss installed three men into the Ministry of Acolyte during an evening
Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, on March 22. Becom-
ing an acolyte is the third and final step in the journey toward ordination as perma-
nent deacons. They already had been installed as candidates and lectors. The acolyte’s
duty is to attend to the service of the altar and to assist the deacon and the priest in
the celebration of the Mass. (Back row, L-R) Deacon Pat Coy, Patty and Andy Clark,
Gregory; Bishop Gruss, Lloyd and Marianne Frein, Philip; and Fr. Peter Etzel, SJ. (Front
row) Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ, Fran Coy, Craig and Marjorie Pearson, Hot Springs. Fr. Etzel
is the director of the Ministry Formation Program. He is assisted by Fr. Seminara and
the Coys. (WRC photo)
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The World
Apostolate of
Fatima has a
new Pilgrim
Virgin statue
from Fatima
which will be
used in 
processions or
at events. It
will be blessed
by Bishop
Robert Gruss
at the Bishop’s
Luncheon on
May 1. 
(Courtesy
photo)

New Statue

By Laurie Hallstrom

“We are called to be the presence of
joy in this world,” said Msgr. James
Shea. “Our own spiritual journeys, our
own conversion, our own repentance is
desperately important, not simply for
ourselves, but because it provides a wit-
ness to all the rest of the world.” 
He was the speaker for the Catholic

Social Services Palm Sunday Brunch,
the premier fundraising event for CSS.
It was held on March 29 in Rapid City
and 850 people attended. Msgr. Shea
holds the distinction of being the
youngest person appointed as a college
president in the U.S. at age 34. He is
president of the University of Mary in
Bismark, N.D. It is a campus of 3,200
students. 
He said he knew Bishop Robert

Gruss from a retreat he participated in
while he was a seminarian at North
American College in Rome. Then-Fa-
ther Gruss was a priest for the Diocese
of Davenport, Iowa, and he served as
the speaker’s spiritual advisor for the
five-day silent retreat. When Bishop
Gruss was on the faculty for NAC, he
was the formation director for Msgr.
Shea’s younger brother, Robert, who
was also a seminarian in Rome. 

During his speech Msgr. Shea said,
“Doesn’t it feel like Pope Francis has
been around forever? He’s in the news
all the time. He has people listening
who never would have listened before.
His message and example are so strong,
powerful, and meaningful.”
Msgr. Shea said people are called to

an encounter with the living God every-
day: “That encounter between the sin-
ner and grace is the dynamic of mercy.
It is at the very heart of the teaching of
Pope Francis, the springboard of his
proclamation, ‘The Gospel of Joy.’”
According to Msgr. Shea, the world

is disoriented and it has let go of Chris-
tian values and basic moral standards.
“Before we can get to the hot button is-
sues — abortion, birth control, and gay
marriage — you have to enter into the
encounter between the sinner and grace,
between God and each of us. Otherwise
no one will hear us,” he said. 
Pope Francis has declared a year of

mercy from Dec. 8, 2015, to Nov. 20,
2016. Msgr. Shea paraphrased the pope,
“God never gets weary, no matter how
beat up we are, no matter how scarred
and bruised or beaten we are, from
being in the arena of life, no matter how
sick and downtrodden, or how weary
our own hearts are, God never grows
weary of forgiving us.” 
He encouraged the audience to par-

ticipate in the sacrament of reconcilia-

Msgr. James Shea, president of the University of Mary, Bismarck, N.D. was the
speaker for the 2015 Palm Sunday Brunch, March 29, in Rapid City. The event
is a fundraiser for Catholic Social Services. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

The converted heart is meant to be effervescent and overflowing

tion: “It is an amazing experience. It
gives us the freedom and grace to un-
load the heart, to unload the soul, and
to experience mercy.”
At his university, faculty tell the stu-

dents, “Your life is not about you, and
you will never find meaning, purpose,
happiness and true joy until, finally, you
give yourself away in love … others
need our talents and our gifts more than
we need them,” he said.
Msgr. Shea continued, “Every day

we struggle with who we are called to
be, our best and our truest selves. When
we look in a mirror we don’t know who

is looking back. Our hearts are tied in
knots. Mercy is the untying of those
knots. 
“It is not easy to do the kind of work

I have been given, but none of us have
easy work though. Life is complicated,
difficult, but it is meant to be lived in
the light of God’s mercy.”
He recalled Pope Francis saying,

“The re-evangelization of the world
will only ever happen through the con-
tagious joy of believers. The joy of the
converted heart is meant to be efferves-
cent and over flowing.”
Following the speaker, Jim Kinyon,

executive director of Catholic Social
Services, showed a video on the Uplift-
ing Parents Program. Later, Natalie
Lecy, Family Services Department su-
pervisor, explained, “The Uplifting Par-
ents Program was created to empower
single parent families by providing re-
sources to support their advancement in
education or job training.” It helps par-
ents become financially stable and pro-
vide better opportunities for their
children. Catholic Social Services has
been working with a coalition consist-
ing of key partner agencies to develop
the program. 

Women — claim your heritage, work for peace
ROME (CNS) — Throughout history and around the globe, Christian, Muslim and Jewish
women have been inspired by their faith to boldly and creatively engage in conflict
resolution, peacemaking and reconciliation, said speakers at a conference in Rome.
Their faith traditions have been used by some people to subject women and downplay
their role, claiming a leadership role in society “does not involve severing their reli-
gious legacy,” said Irene Kajon, who is Jewish and teaches philosophy at Rome's
Sapienza University. Women can and have found “the models that would emancipate
them from passivity, fear or dependence in the traditional sources of their religion, be
it Jewish, Islamic or Christian,” said Kajon, who along with a Muslim and a Catholic
woman, spoke April 14 at a conference organized by the U.S. Embassy to the Holy See.
During the question-and-answer session of the conference on “Women's Leadership in
Conflict Resolution: Faith Perspectives,” many comments focused on perceptions of
discrimination against women. IlhamAllah Chiara Ferrero, secretary general of the Ital-
ian Islamic Religious Community, insisted that many current cultural practices in pre-
dominantly Islamic countries are the result of “using and manipulating the Islamic
sources.”
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Saturday, May 30, 2015

LAKES 
OAHE & SHARPE
FT PIERRE, SD

FISH ON!Music to one’s ears! I want to take this opportunity to invite everyone to our fourth 
annual Bishop’s Fishing Tournament for Seminarians. There are several ways you can participate. First, we
welcome all to enjoy the day fishing on the Missouri River with Bishop Gruss and our seminarians! At the
conclusion of the tournament, Bishop Gruss will celebrate Mass followed by a silent auction and fish fry.
All of the proceeds will go to benefit our seminarians.
If you cannot attend the event there are other ways you can help. For the silent auction, we need baskets

to sell. If you are interested in donating a basket, please contact Doris Bride, dbride@diorc.org. Finally, we
greatly appreciate your financial assistance to help fund the education of our seminarians. The annual cost
to educate a seminarian is more than $33,000 a year. Over the course of the last three years, the Diocese
supported 16 men as they discerned the priesthood. What a blessing! Currently, we have eight men studying
for the Diocese of Rapid City, two of whom will be ordained to the priesthood July 2, Deacon Mark Horn
and Deacon John Paul Trask. Your generosity and support have helped form and shape young men 
discerning God’s incredible call to the priesthood.  —Fr. Mark MCorrmick

Your gifts and support truly are a blessing! Thank you!

BENEFITING SEMINARIAN EDUCATION
IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

Hosted by St. John the Evangelist Church, Ft. Pierre
Fr. Ron Garry — (605) 223-2176.

For more information contact Tim Henderson
or Doris Bride at (605) 343-3541.

Registration available at www.wsdcf.org

By Catholic News Service

CHICAGO (CNS) -- Cardinal Fran-
cis E. George, the retired archbishop of
Chicago who was the first native
Chicagoan to head the archdiocese,
died April 17 at his residence after
nearly 10 years battling cancer. He was
78.
His successor in Chicago, Arch-

bishop Blase J. Cupich, called Cardinal
George “a man of peace, tenacity and
courage” in a statement he read at a
news conference held outside Holy
Name Cathedral to announce the death.
A childhood bout with polio had left

the prelate with a weakened leg and a
pronounced limp throughout his life.
With the cardinal’s death, the Col-

lege of Cardinals has 223 members, of
whom 121 are under 80 and thus eligi-
ble to vote for a pope.
Cardinal George’s funeral Mass is to

be celebrated at noon April 23 at Holy
Name Cathedral, followed by a com-
mittal service at All Saints Cemetery in
Des Plaines. The cardinal wished to be
buried in the George family plot.
In an April 18 telegram to Arch-

bishop Cupich, Pope Francis expressed
his condolences to all in the Chicago
Archdiocese and imparted his apostolic
blessing. “I join you in commending the
soul of this wise and gentle pastor to the
merciful love of God our heavenly Fa-
ther,” said the pope.
Cardinal George was a philosophy

professor and regional provincial then
vicar general of his religious order, the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immacu-
late, before being named a bishop in
1990.
He was named bishop of Yakima,

Washington, in 1990, then was ap-
pointed archbishop of Portland, Ore-

gon, in April 1996. Less than a year
later, St. John Paul II named him to fill
the position in Chicago, which was left
vacant by the death of Cardinal Joseph
Bernardin in November 1996.
By retiring in 2014, Cardinal George

accomplished what he often joked was
his aspiration, to be the first cardinal-
archbishop of Chicago to step down
from the job, rather than dying in office,
as his predecessors had. In the last few
months the archdiocese had issued a se-
ries of press releases about changes in
Cardinal George’s health status as it de-
clined.
Cardinal George was president of the

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
for three years, from 2007 to 2010,
which made him the public face of the
bishops’ efforts to help shape what be-
came the Affordable Care Act. In his
final address to the body of bishops as

their president in November 2010, he
criticized those who define the church’s
usefulness by whether it provides “foot
soldiers for a political commitment,
whether of the left or the right.”
Cardinal George participated in two

conclaves. The first was in 2005 to elect
a successor to St. John Paul II in 2005 -
- Pope Benedict XVI -- and the second
in 2013 in which Pope Francis was
elected.

Cardinal George, 78, dies after long fight with cancer

Cardinal
Francis E.
George

1937-2015
former
USCCB

President

CNS Photo



February 5-15, 2016:
Journey with Bishop Gruss on a Marian pilgrimage to Lourdes, France and 
Fatima, Portugal with stops along the way in Spain. Daily Mass will be 
included in unique and historical churches. This is an 11day/9 night 

pilgrimage. Approximate cost is $3,199 per person,
double occupancy. Includes air fare, ground
transportation, accommodations, some meals,
local guides and entrance fees.

February 15 -19, 2016: 
Interested in an additional 5 day/4 night 
pilgrimage to Rome with Bishop Gruss for the 
general Papal Audience?  Mass in 
St. Peter’s Basilica and St. Mary Major, among
other places. Approximate cost for the 

Rome Extension is $1,699 per person, double occupancy. Includes flight from 
Lisbon to Rome, ground transportation, accommodations, some meals, local guides, 
entrance fees and tickets to the general 
Papal Audience.

For more information and to sign up for 
either the main pilgrimage only, or the main 
pilgrimage with the Rome Extension, contact 
Margaret Simonson by phone at 343-3541 or by
email at msimonson@diorc.org

Space is limited!

News6    WRC April 2015

Join Fathers Tyler Dennis, Jonathan Dillon,
and Adam Hofer on a 

Tuesday, Sept 22:Our World Meeting of Families Pilgrimage begins as we depart from Rapid City Regional
Airport for Philadelphia. Upon arrival, we will join in evening Mass, followed by our hotel check-in.
Wednesday, Sept 23:Today we will participate in some of the World Meeting of Families events. Time 
permitting, we will visit the St. John Neumann National Shrine and the St. Katharine Drexel Shrine, located
on the historic grounds of the Motherhouse of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Thursday, Sept 24:Today we will participate in WMF events. If time allows, we will take a guided tour of
historic Philadelphia, visiting key places where the history of our nation was decided. After dinner, we
return to the hotel.
Friday, Sept 25:After breakfast we will join other pilgrims in WMF events, including the WMF closing 
ceremony. Afternoon sightseeing in Philadelphia. 
Saturday, Sept 26:This morning, we will be joining in the Festival of Family events including the 
anticipated afternoon welcoming ceremony for Pope Francis.
Sunday, Sept 27:Today we will join other pilgrims from around the world in the closing Papal Mass
for the Festival of Families.
Monday, Sept 28:Morning departure for return trip home. 

World Meeting of Families package includes:
Round trip airfare from Rapid City Regional Airport (including airport taxes and fuel surcharges, subject 
to change), hotel for 6 nights at the Microtel Inn and Suites, West Chester, PA (or similar), breakfast daily at

the hotel, 2 dinners at restaurants in the Philadelphia area, luxury motor coach transportation, 
assistance of a Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours representative while in Philadelphia, 

sightseeing in historic Philadelphia as well as visit to the various shrines.

NOT INCLUDED IN THE COST ARE THE FOLLOWING:
World Meeting of Families Conference Registration Fee 

and anything not listed above 

Per person cost
$1875 (double occupancy)

Early Bird registration 
ends April 30 $325

www.canterburypilrimages.com ~ reservations@canterburypilgrimages.com

http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/plan-your-visit/register/ 

166 South River Rd. Suite 110, Bedford, NH 03110

for further information, call: 800-653-0017
Canterbury Pilgrimages & Tours, Inc.

World Meeting of Families Registration

You must register for the WMF 
in addition to the Pilgrimage

Special thanks to the following  
Knights of Columbus Councils for providing
members to assist with parking cars during

Pastoral Ministry Days 
Cathedral of OLPH #1439

St. Therese the Little Flower #8025
Our Lady of the Black Hills #7079

—Daniel Brechtel 
Terra Sancta Facility Manager

Pilgrimage with Bishop Robert Gruss



April 30, Thursday
sWRC deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, April 21. 

)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org
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May 1-2: VSI Small Group
May 2: VSI Workshop; Summit 
Presenter Meeting

May 4-15: STM AP Testing 
May 5: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast;
Young Life Staff Planning Day

May 7: The Flame
May 8: Book Club Meeting
May 13: Taizé
May 14: Birthright Luncheon/Meeting
May 16: BHADA Monthly Meeting; 

Cursillo SOL; Piano Recital
May 17-22: Duc In Altum Training
May 23-24: Family Events
May 26-28: Diocese of Rapid City 
Clergy Convocation 

May 29-30: Family Events

May 30-31: Permanent Diaconate 
Formation Program: 
Just Faith Workshop

Jun 1: BHQG Workshop
Jun 1-5: Diocese of Cheyenne Annual  
Priests Retreat 

Jun 5-6: VSI Small Group
Jun 6: VSI Workshop
Jun 12-13: The Summit 
Jun 15-19: Diocese of Duluth 
Youth Retreat 

Jun 19-20: Family Event 
Jun 20: BHADA Monthly Meeting; 

Cursillo SOL
Jun 21-26: Totus Tuus Summer 
Camp for Girls 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule

May 1, Friday
sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6. 

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, May 2, begins
with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8
a.m. Mass and exposition. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. )Dr. Kopriva  605-343-
6202.

sWorlwide Marriage Encounter:
Weekend designed for couples of all ages
and backgrounds to enrich their marriage.
Held in Buffalo, Minn. Ends May 3. Early
registration is recommended. )John and
Dawn Elsinger 605-362-0924, 8applica
tions@sdwwme.org.

May 2, Saturday
sPrayerful Painting: Using the Lectio

format, this retreat day with a garden theme
will help you to prayerfully express your-
self. You need not be an artist for God to
speak to you creatively. Held at St. Martin
Monastery, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. $20 includes
lunch. )Sr. Therese Marie 605-343-8011.

May 7, Thursday
sThe Flame:Adoration, praise and wor-

ship, and inspiring Catholic stories. Held  at
Terra Sancta, at 7 p.m. 8www.TheFlame
RC.com.

May 13, Wednesday
sTaize: Experience the sacred through

song, silence, and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta. 

May 16, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. To be
held at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City. Preregistration required. Next seminar
June 20, Our Lady of the Black Hills, Pied-
mont. Attendance is required for all couples
planning to be married in the Diocese of
Rapid City. )Family Life Ministries 605-
716-5214 x236.

May 23, Saturday
sNiobrara River Young Adult Retreat:

Join Fathers Mark McCormick and Tyler
Dennis camping and canoeing the Niobrara
River in Nebraska. Talk about spiritual life
and discernment, celebrate daily Mass, and
spend time in prayer and fellowship. For
young adults ages 18 and older. Cost $80.
Deadline for registration May 11. Registra-
tion forms available at www.gods-call.org.
)Bridget Decker 605-716-5214 x233

June 22, Monday
sTotus Tuus Girls: An opportunity for

reflection on Gods call with religious sis-
ters and priests. Includes hiking, campfires,
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Leadership
camp, grades 9-12 ends June 26. Grades 6-
8, June 23-26. $20 discount for registra-
tions received before May 15. Registration
forms can be found at www.gods-call.org
or at your parish. )Office of Vocations 605-
716-5214 x233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org.

July 20, Monday
sTotus Tuus Boys: An opportunity for

reflection on Gods call with priests and
seminarians. Includes hiking, campfires,
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Leadership
camp, grades 9-12 ends July 24. Grades 6-
8, July 21-24. $20 discount for registrations
received before May 15. Registration forms
can be found at www.gods-call.org or at
your parish. )Office of Vocations 605-716-
5214 x233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org.

Standing Events
sCor Jesu – Rapid City Catholic

Young Adults: Meets in the large meeting
room, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help for catechism Monday nights 7-8:30
p.m. Open to young adults age 18-35.
)Nathan Valle 850-361-6825 or Randy
Vette 605-641-3303.

sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Divine
Mercy: First Saturday, 9:30 a.m., Cathedral
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. )Pam Ek-
berg 605-719-9669 or Vivian Ontiveros
605-393-5036.

sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30
p.m., St. Martin Monastery. )Sister
Marmion Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays, 3
p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual

Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. )Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.

sHope for New Life Jail Ministry:
Third Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social
Services. )Bill Gradoville, 605-341-2721.

sVocation Discernment Retreats:
)Sister Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sSpiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB, Sr.
Florence McManamen, OSB, or Sr.  Edna
Marie Stephenson, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sTutors Volunteers Needed: Overcom-
ing the language barrier ministry at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is looking
for volunteers interested in helping adults
with English reading, writing, and speaking
skills. Participants will be introduced to the
Lauback Way to Reading with an emphasis
on English language learners. )Christine
Leichtnam 605-342-8598, 8cleicht@rap.
midco.net or Maria Munoz 605-791-3430.

sSpanish Bible Study: Reflect on the
Sunday readings, 3:45-4:45 p.m. Wednes-
days at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City, room 107. Everyone is welcome. Re-
fleccionando en las lecturas del Domingo.
Miercoles de 3:45-4:45 p.m. Todos estan
Bienvenidos. salon 107. )Maria Munoz
605-791-3430.

Saturday, May 9, 2015
Cathedral or Our Lady of Perpetual Help

520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City
Immediately after the 5:30 p.m. Mass

with a cookout on the south lawn,
hosted by the Cathedral Knights 

& his family.
All are welcome to come ~

no reservations necessary ~

70th Birthday and Retirement Party
for Fr. Ed Vanorny

Cards may be sent to him at:
520 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City, SD 57701

Historic Rector y Auction
St. Mary Star of the Sea is selling, through sealed bids, a Sears & Roebuck house to
be moved by purchaser. Bids accepted through June18. House to be moved by Octo-
ber 30. All bids Final. Minimum bid -$17,500. For a viewing contact Mark 605-456-
9487, John 605-490-9506, Tim 605-456-1705, or Teresa 605-949-2621.
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Was that the best you could do?
“I Was a Stranger … Welcoming

the Stranger Through Hospitality,” 
was the theme for Pastoral 
Ministry Days, held at the end of
March. During this time together we
looked at how our parishes and we as
individuals can reach out to others and
invite all into a deeper
relationship with Jesus
Christ. Bishop
Robert Gruss began
by sharing a biblical
understanding of 
hospitality and he
encouraged us to see
hospitality as a virtue. 

In an article titled, “The
Virtue of Hospitality: An 
Attitude of the Heart,” the 
author describes hospitality as
the simple art of paying 
attention. “When we pay 
attention, we divest ourselves of 
self-preoccupation. To be hospitable
we have to get out of ourselves and
become interested in the other.” From
personal experience, we all know this
is easier said than done. 

The night of Father Peter Kovarik’s 
funeral, I was in the cathedral hall 
vesting for the Mass when a couple
approached me. They explained that
they were good friends with Father

Peter’s parents and were invited to sit
with the family for the Mass. This
couple asked where the family was
gathering. I said, “Do you see the lady
dressed in red?  She is standing right
in front of the kitchen. Go past her
and past the kitchen, the first door on

the right is the food pantry, the
next door on the right is a large
meeting room. That’s where you

will find the family.” 
Instead of walking with

the couple, I pointed
and sent them off
with a set of confus-
ing directions to search

on their own. 
After the funeral, as I prayed my

nightly examination of consciousness
at Casa Maria, I retraced the steps of
my day and reflected upon where I 
encountered Christ with a grateful
heart and where I could have done
better. On this night, when I 
remembered my meeting the couple in
the cathedral hall, I felt the jolt of the
Holy Spirit probing my heart, “Now
Father Mark was that generous hospi-
tality — was that the best you could
do?” It called me to ask for Our
Lord’s mercy for this negligence.

This experience was a needed
wake-up call for me. It reminded me

that hospitality must be deliberate if I
am to truly welcome the stranger in
my midst. The heart of one striving to
live this generous hospitality sees each
person as Christ, each encounter as an
opportunity to care for, serve, and love
him. The challenge arises, however, as
we battle with our selfishness and
self-centered focus on our problems
and our difficulties. This examination
at the end of the day focuses our sight
of those in our midst and seeing those
in need. 

Hospitality invites us to create
space, to make room in our hearts to 
welcome another, to invite another, or
simply to be with another, even when
it is as simple as saying hello, sharing
a hymnal, or inviting a visitor to bring
up the gifts at Mass. All of these very
simple gestures become far-reaching
signs of welcome. 

Hospitality happens in the here and
now. It demands a directed attentive-
ness and an immediate response. As I
reflected back on the experience at 
Father Peter’s funeral, I realized I
would never get that opportunity
again. I failed to act in the now 
moment of time that God had offered.

We must see hospitality as a holy
event. Jean Vanier is the founder of
the L’Arche Community in France —

a community of peoples with and
without disabilities who share their
lives in communities of faith and
friendship. Vanier writes, “Welcome 
is one of the signs that says a 
community is alive. To invite others to
live with us is a sign that we aren’t
afraid, that we have a treasure of truth
and of peace to share … The 
community which refuses to welcome
— whether through fear, weariness, 
insecurity, a desire to cling to 
comfort, or just because it’s fed up
with visitors — is dying spiritually.”
Vanier’s words certainly 
challenge us!

Is our parish community alive or
dying? How do we welcome one 
another as the body of Christ? Does
our parish offer a generous hospitality
to those whose faith has become 
lukewarm? Do we welcome and 
acknowledge the visitor or stranger in
our midst? Is hospitality a holy virtue
in our parish? 

The Summit
Registration open

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/stewardship

https://tsrc.wufoo.com/forms/the-summit-2015/

Diocese of Rapid City
Stewardship Summit

Friday-Saturday
June 12-13

Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Closing with Mass 
at 4:00 p.m.
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George Weigel

The
Catholic

Difference

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

MAY
Universal: Care for the Suffering
That, rejecting the culture of indiffer-
ence, we may care for our neighbors
who suffer, especially the sick and the
poor.

Evangelization: Openness to Mission
That Mary’s intercession may help
Christians in secularized cultures be
open to proclaiming Jesus. 

Galatians 1:15-18 is not your basic
witness-to-the-Resurrection text. Yet
St. Paul’s mini-spiritual autobiography
helps us understand just how radically
the experience of the Risen Lord
changed the first disciples’ religious
world view, and why an evangelical
imperative was built into that 
experience. 
Here’s the Pauline text:
“… when he who had set me apart

before I was born, and had called me
through his grace, was pleased to 
reveal his Son to me, in order that I
might preach him among the Gentiles,
I did not confer with flesh and blood,
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me, but I
went away into Arabia; and again I 
returned to Damascus. Then after
three years I went up to Jerusalem to
visit Cephas and remained with him
for fifteen days …”
Note the sequence: Saul of Tarsus

is stunned on the Damascus road by a
revelation of the risen Lord Jesus
Christ; after being baptized in 
Damascus, the new disciple 
disappears into the Arabian peninsula
(for how long, he doesn’t say); he then
returns to Damascus; and only then
does he make the pilgrimage to the
founding church in Jerusalem to 
confer with Peter. Thus Paul’s first 

encounter with another apostolic
witness to the Resurrection didn’t
occur for years: at least three-plus (if
the “three years” in verse 18 refer to
both his Damascus and Arabian 
sojourns), and quite probably more.
What took him so long?
Paul’s snapshot of his early 

Christian life immediately follows his
self-description as
one who was 
“advanced in 
Judaism beyond
many … among my people” and 
“extremely zealous for the traditions
of my fathers” (Gal 1:14). So it
doesn’t torture the text of Gal 1:15-18
to suggest that Paul spent those 
unaccounted-for years trying to figure
things out. What did his undeniable —
and shattering — meeting with the
Risen One mean? How could this 
encounter fit within what a Jewish
scholar would know as the pattern of
redemption? 
The Gospels record that it took the

first Christian believers a while to 
understand what the Resurrection
meant — their fears and incomprehen-
sion (Who is this? Is it a ghost?) bear
witness to the unprecedented nature of
the experience of the Risen One. Over
time, though, Easter and the 
subsequent appearances of the Risen

Lord worked profound changes in
how these pious Jews thought and
prayed. The Resurrection changed
their idea of the Sabbath; they now
celebrated the Lord’s Day on Sunday
rather than Saturday. The experience
of the Risen Lord changed their idea
of what “resurrection” meant; this was
not a resuscitated corpse but an utterly

transformed
body, recogniz-
ably human (he
eats and drinks)

but not limited by the normal 
boundaries of time and space (doors
mean nothing to him). And the 
Resurrection changed their 
understanding of what time itself
meant (the Kingdom Jesus proclaimed
in his public ministry dramatically
changed history at Easter, but “his-
tory” continued).  
As a highly educated rabbi, Paul

faced an even more complex problem:
What did this unexpected Messiah,
who died a shameful death but was
raised to a new form of life, do to
Israel’s messianic expectation, its
sense of its story from the Exodus to
the present, its self-concept as the
Chosen People? The urgency of those
questions suggests that Paul, in his
wilderness years, was wrestling with
the beginnings of Christian theology

—stretching, but not abandoning, 
Israel’s messianic hope and the 
meaning of its mission to be a “light
to the nations.” For Paul came to see,
through his reflection and his ministry,
that the redemptive promises God
made to the Chosen People had been
extended to all of humanity — the 
cutting from the “wild olive tree” of
the Gentiles had been “grafted … into
a cultivated olive tree,” Israel, such
that a new messianic people had been
formed (Rom 11:24). 
And here was an evangelical 

imperative: What the church learned
from its experience of the Risen One,
who changed both history and the cos-
mos, demanded to be shared. Easter
faith is necessarily, not accidentally,
missionary faith — two millennia ago
for St. Paul; today, for all of us.

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior
Fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s 
column is distributed by the Denver
Catholic, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver.

What did this unexpected Messiah ... 
do to Israel’s messianic expectation?

Easter faith is necessary, not accidental
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Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje 

visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

In 
Exile

“Dear children! Also today the Most High permits me to be with you and to lead you
on the way of conversion. Many hearts have shut themselves to grace and have be-
come deaf to my call. You, little children, pray and fight against temptation and all the
evil plans which the devil offers you through modernism. Be strong in prayer and with
the cross in your hands pray that evil may not use you and may not conquer in you. I
am with you and pray for you. Thank you for having responded to my call.” 3/25/15

Something there is that needs a 
crucifixion. Everything that’s good
eventually gets scapegoated and 
crucified. How? By that curious, 
perverse dictate somehow innate
within human life that assures that
there’s always someone or something
that cannot leave well enough alone,
but, for reasons of its own, must hunt
down and lash out at what’s good.
Whats good, what’s of God, will 
always at some point be misunder-
stood, envied, hated, pursued, falsely
accused, and eventually nailed to
some cross. Every body of Christ 
inevitably suffers the same fate as
Jesus: death through misunderstand-
ing, ignorance, and jealousy. 

But there’s a flipside as well: 
Resurrection always eventually
trumps crucifixion. What’s good even-
tually triumphs. Thus, while nothing
that’s of God will avoid crucifixion,
no body of Christ stays in the tomb
for long. God always rolls back the
stone and, soon enough, new life
bursts forth and we see why that origi-
nal life had to be crucified. (“Wasn’t it
necessary that the Christ should so
have to suffer and die?”) Resurrection
invariably follows crucifixion. Every
crucified body will rise again. Our
hope takes its root in that.

But how does this happen? Where
do we see the resurrection? How do
we experience resurrection after a 
crucifixion?

Scripture is subtle, though clear, on
this. Where can we expect to experi-
ence resurrection? The gospel tell us
that, on the morning of the resurrec-
tion, the women-followers of Jesus set

out for the tomb of Jesus, carrying
spices, expecting to anoint and 
embalm a dead body. Well-intentioned
but misguided, what they find is not a
dead body, but an empty tomb and an
angel challenging them with these
words: “Why are you looking for the
living among the dead? Go instead
into Galilee and you will find him
there!” 

Go instead into Galilee. Why
Galilee? What’s Galilee? And how do
we get there? 

In the gospels, Galilee is not simply
a geographical location, a place on a
map. It is first of all a place in the
heart. As well, Galilee refers to the
dream and to the road of discipleship
that the 
disciples once
walked with
Jesus and to
that place and
time when
their hearts
most burned
with hope and
enthusiasm.
And now, after
the crucifix-
ion, just when
they feel that the dream is dead, that
their faith is only fantasy, they are told
to go back to the place where it all
began: “Go back to Galilee. He will
meet you there!” 

And they do go back to Galilee,
both to the geographical location and
to that special place in their hearts
where once burned the dream of 
discipleship. And just as promised,
Jesus appears to them. He doesn’t 

appear exactly as he was before, or as 
frequently as they would like him to,
but he does appear as more than a
ghost and a memory. The Christ that
appears to them after the resurrection
is in a different modality, but he’s
physical enough to eat fish in their
presence, real enough to be touched as
a human being, and powerful enough
to change their lives forever. 
Ultimately that’s what the resurrection
asks us to do: To go back to Galilee,
to return to the dream, hope, and 
discipleship that had once inflamed us
but has now been lost through disillu-
sionment. 

This parallels what happens on the
road to Emmaus in Luke’s gospel,

where we are
told that on the
day of the res-
urrection, two
disciples were
walking away
from Jerusalem
towards 
Emmaus, with
their faces 
downcast. An
entire spiritual-
ity could be 

unpackaged from that simple line: For
Luke, Jerusalem means the dream, the
hope, and the religious center from
which all is to begin and where 
ultimately, all is to culminate. And the
disciples are “walking away” from
this place, away from their dream, 
towards Emmaus (Emmaus was a
Roman Spa), a place of human 
comfort, a Las Vegas, or Monte Carlo.
Since their dream has been crucified,
the disciples are understandably 
discouraged and are walking away
from it, towards some human solace,

despairing in their hope: “But we had
hoped!” 

They never get to Emmaus. Jesus
appears to them on the road, reshapes
their hope in the light of their 
disillusionment, and turns them back 
towards Jerusalem. 

That is one of the essential 
messages of Easter: Whenever we are
discouraged in our faith, whenever our
hopes seem to be crucified, we need to
go back to Galilee and Jerusalem, that
is, back to the dream and the road of
discipleship that we had embarked
upon before things went wrong. The
temptation of course, whenever the
kingdom doesn’t seem to work, is to
abandon discipleship for human 
consolation, to head off instead for
Emmaus, for the consolation of Las
Vegas or Monte Carlo. 

But, as we know, we never quite
get to Las Vegas or Monte Carlo. In
one guise or another, Christ always
meets us on the road to those places,
burns holes in our hearts, explains our
latest crucifixion to us, and sends us
back — and to our abandoned 
discipleship. Once there, it all makes
sense again. 

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, 
theologian, teacher, and award-winning au-
thor, is President of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be
contacted through his website www.ron
rolheiser.com. Now on Facebook www.face
book.com/ronrolheiser.

Christ always meets us on the road 

Check out the Diocese of Rapid City at:
Website www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Facebook facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity
Twitter @RapidCitydiorc
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(Part 2 in the Consecrated Life series.)
Father John Hatcher, SJ, was born in

Wichita Falls, Texas, in 1943 — the first
child of an Army Air Corps family. His
father was a Baptist from West Virginia.
His mother was a Catholic from New Or-
leans, Louisiana. Both were med-tecs.
When the family moved to Florida, he
was enrolled at Jesuit High School of
Tampa.
He recalls wanting to be a priest from

an early age. “The Jesuits are the largest
missionary order in the church and they
also are noted for their educational insti-
tutions. I was attracted to the Jesuits be-
cause the ones I met in high school were
clearly happy people living in community
with a purpose filled life,” Father Hatcher

said. He also noted their vow to the Holy
Father to go anywhere on mission that the
pope assigns them.
After high school in 1961, he entered

the Jesuit Novitiate at Grand Coteau,
Louisiana, for the New Orleans Province
of the Jesuits. After two years he took
vows in 1963. Father Hatcher was or-
dained June 8, 1974, in his home parish,
St. Lawrence in Tampa.
In 1972, after his first year of theolog-

ical studies, he came to St. Francis Mis-
sion with three other Jesuits to do
volunteer work for six weeks. “This was
my first introduction to the native people.
I basically fell in love with the people and
the country. That summer, the Jesuits at
the mission asked Father Pat McCorkell
and me to develop lessons to educated
deacons and lay ministers. We spent the
next three years developing, with the help
of the theological faculty at Regis Col-
lege in Toronto, the three textbooks still
in use, Builders of the New Earth.
“After theological studies in 1975, I

asked my superior, the Jesuit Provincial
of the New Orleans Province, to release
me to come to South Dakota to imple-
ment the Deacon Program and later the

2015 Year of Consecrated Life: Fr. John Hatcher, SJ

Fr. John Hatcher, SJ

The mission provides for the spiritual
needs of the people by sponsoring five
parishes, in cooperation with the public
schools three catechetical centers, a
fledgling youth program, and the Sapa
Un (Black Robe) Catholic Academy —
which will be a K-5 school next fall.
“If someone is thinking of joining a re-

ligious order, they should be in touch
with someone from the order and make a
visit to the community.
“A call to religious life is a call to paint

on a larger canvass. The religious vows
free a person to be available to do differ-
ent and often specialized kinds of work.
Each person has to search her or his heart
to see if they are called to this kind of
availability,” he advised. 

Lay Ministry Program. Twenty-five years
ago I changed provinces and became a
member of the Wisconsin Province of the
Society of Jesus.
“I am currently president of St. Francis

Mission. In the 12 years I have been pres-
ident I have implemented a model of mis-
sion that will lead to indigenous leaders
in the church and in the Rosebud Sioux
Tribe to ultimately doing away with the
need for a mission,” he said. 
The mission provides for the corporal

needs of the people by sponsoring a free
dental clinic and two alcohol recovery
centers — both in conjunction with other
organizations; a suicide and crisis hot
line; a radio station; and the Buechel Me-
morial Museum. 
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By Laurie Hallstrom 

“I Was a Stranger … Welcoming the
Stranger Through Hospitality,” was the
emphasis at Pastoral Ministry Days,
March 23-24, in Rapid City. 
“Real hospitality is not so much about

our actions as what is in our hearts,” said 
Bishop Robert Gruss, who was the prin-
cipal speaker.
The theme is part of a larger look at

stewardship, which the bishop pointed out
is not a program, but a way of life. The
diocesan leadership is working to move
people away from an old stewardship def-
inition — time, talent and treasure — to
promoting A Catholic Way of Life through
hospitality, faith and discipleship. 
“Stewardship is intimately connected to

discipleship (which arises from) a per-
sonal relationship with Christ,” he said.
“God is the source of all that is good in the
world, and disciples are eager to share
these gifts. It becomes more natural for the
people who are in love with Jesus, because
that love is poured out.” 

He said hospitality makes both parish-
ioners and guests feel like they belong.
“How many people come to church

week after week and feel anonymous?”
asked Bishop Gruss. 
The bishop recalled how personal invi-

tations to join a church choir and attend a
Bible study transformed his life. 
In addition, the bishop shared a per-

sonal story from his seminarian formation.
While attending North American College
in Rome, he spent a summer month in
Kenya with Maryknoll Missionaries. Dur-
ing that time he, another seminarian, and a
priest were invited to a home that was a
mud hut with a thatch roof where eight
people lived. They sat on the ground and
were given food, tea and milk.
“They were excited to have us there.

They had so little they couldn’t even af-
ford to send their kids to school, but
shared what they had — like the widow’s
mite. No matter how much they gave
away, they knew God would replenish it,”
he said explaining their generous hospi-
tality.

The second speaker was Father Mark
McCormick, director of the Office of
Stewardship and Vocations. He recom-
mended five ways to improve parish hos-
pitality: read Stewardship, A Disciple’s
Response, from the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops; form parish
stewardship teams; take a hospitality sur-
vey; host hospitality events; and create a
parish mission statement.
Father McCormick said, “We take our

baptism for granted. When was the last
time you prayed for the gifts of the Holy
Spirit? Stewardship is fundamentally the
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. When
we accept our lives as sheer gifts, the
Spirit can use us as apt instruments for
spreading the Gospel.”
He asked what Scripture passages come

to mind when thinking about steward-
ship.“Good stewards are joyful bearers of
the word.” The text of stewardship flows
from a personal and communal relation-
ship to Christ in which the power of the
Gospel comes alive. The school of Stew-
ardship is the Mass, the source and summit
of who we are and in which we are trans-
formed as disciples and stewards of the
Lord, he added. 

Father Adam Hofer, Eagle Butte,
spoke on taking Christ outside the church
walls. His mother is Catholic and his fa-
ther is Mennonite, growing up he went to
church twice on weekends. At his dad’s
church, there was a sign over the exit,

“You are now entering your mission
field.” 
He explained hospitality is not strictly

up to the pastor: “You are in touch with
people the priest doesn’t have access to —
family, friends, and co-workers.”
Father Hofer recalled being sheepish

about telling a college group he had to
leave a meeting to lead a Bible study. The
president of the group followed him into
the hallway and said he had been praying
for God to put him in touch with someone
from the church.
“Be willing to be honest; we are

Catholic, we are Christians,” said Father
Hofer. 
He said in small towns everyone knows

each other and may be related. They value
being neighborly and helping each other
out. He used an example about shoveling
a neighbor’s sidewalk and if they offer to
pay, instead of saying “no thank you,” say,
“Christ is calling me to love you. It opens
doors to inviting people to things we are
involved in.” 

Father Jim Hoerter, Faith, spoke on
Christ inside the church walls. “It would
be nice if stewardship was pat and simple
like palming a basketball. In reality it feels
like palming a beach ball.”  He said our
culture has been cutting us away from
each other like pruning shears. It is easier
to send a text or leave a message than to
call someone. 
“Stewardship is making a connection

with each other.” He compared steward-

ship to starting a fire and enumerated all
the places people come in contact with one
another. 
“Let Jesus fuel us,” he said, adding we

should spend time in prayer and with the
sacraments. 

Susan Safford, director of Faith For-
mation and Youth Ministry, said her life
has been a series of invitations; first, to
share her mom’s Catholic faith; second, to
study theology; and third, to work in west-
ern South Dakota. 
“Before ascension, Jesus said ‘go and

make disciples of all nations,’” she said.
“Jesus’ invitation was not just an invita-
tion to faith, but to eternal life.”  
She said the Ignatian Spiritual Exer-

cises helped her get to know Jesus through
prayer, formation, and conversion.  That
led her to being consecrated as a virgin. “If
I ever think, I have arrived, (that means)
there is more for me to do.” 
She explained the liturgy is a place we

encounter Christ and through adoration,
penance and study, we will know Jesus
more deeply.
Summing up Pastoral Ministry Days,

Bishop Gruss said, “Hospitality is making
room for others.”
The annual spiritual and educational

days drew a combination of 285 clergy, re-
ligious and laity from across the Diocese
of Rapid City. The first day concluded
with Chrism Mass. The second day con-
cluded with a Mass for consecrated men
and women. 

At Chrism Mass, March 23, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, 
Deacons Steve McLaughlin, Ft. Thompson, N.D.; Jim Hayes, Hot Springs; and Ben Black
Bear, St. Francis, carried in the urns of oil. 

March 24, at the Mass for Consecrated Men and Women, Bishop
Robert Gruss asked them to stand and be recognized. Some of
those in attendance included Br. Joe Fleishmen, SJ, Red Cloud; Sr.
Donna Brady, SCC, Lower Brule; then from Red Cloud: Sr. Connie

Schmidt, SSND; Sr. Dannel Wedemayer, SSND; and Sr. Nicolette
Karcher, SSND (Back Row) Brothers Michael Beranek, SJ; and Mike
Zimmerman, SJ. The Mass was held at Terra Sancta Retreat Center,
Rapid City. 

The essence of hospitality is making room for others

Fr. Mark McCormick used goldfish as a 
visual aid at PMD, to ask every parish to
send a team to the Bishop’s Fishing 
Tournament, Saturday, May 30, at 
Ft. Pierre. It raises money for seminarian 
education. (See page 5)

Lisa Wattenhofer, Rapid City, was part
of a team that carefully
measured Holy Oil into
small bottles for 
distribution to
diocesan priests.

Bishop Robert Gruss blessed the oils of Chrism, the sick, and the catechumen for use in the
Diocese of Rapid City in the coming year. Altar server, Michael Hurd, and Fr. Michel
Mulloy, rector of the cathedral, assisted the bishop.

Palm Sunday: Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help parishioners take palms
before going in to Mass. 

Holy Week

Holy Thursday: Bishop Robert Gruss
washed the feet of parishioners 
Kelsey Rohrbach, Elizabeth Hofer, and
Mark Schroeder. (Below) Our Lady’s
Chapel was open until 11 p.m. for ado-
ration.

Palm Sunday photo by Becky Berreth

Pastoral Ministry Days, Chrism Mass
and Holy Thursday photos by Laurie
Hallstrom.

Holy Week continued on page 14
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Good Friday: Bishop Robert Gruss 
unveils the cross to be venerated. (WRC
photo by Becky Berreth)

By Laurie Hallstrom

Just as Jesus brings new life to the
world through his resurrection, the
Catholic Church brings new life to
parishes by welcoming new members.
Across the Diocese of Rapid City, at
Easter Vigil, April 4, several priests
and Bishop Robert Gruss celebrated
the sacraments of initiation in various
churches. Catechumens needed all
three of those sacraments — baptism,
first Communion and confirmation;
candidates needed just two of the
sacraments — first Communion and
confirmation.

Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, pastor of Im-
maculate Conception Church, Winner,
and St. Isidore, Colome, had the op-
portunity to bring six adults and two
teenagers into full communion with
the church at Easter Vigil. 

He spoke on his experience with
the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults. “It is an awesome way to
bring people to the church. Most of
them have already been on the journey
with God. Many have already been
baptized. Their spiritual desire to grow
in relationship with Christ is a very re-
freshing experience to all involved.

Many times we think we are going to
teach the RCIA group, while God is
really teaching us,” he said. 

In his class, four people were 
previously baptized in different 
Christian traditions, and four people
were receiving all three sacraments of 
initiation.

“As time goes by, we become more
and more comfortable with each other.
It is a great moment when the ques-
tions begin arising, when the folks are
asking and wishing to know more,”
Father Wyrostek said. “Some of the
friendships developed during RCIA
stay with me for many years. I hope to
keep in touch with them for rest of my
life.” 

He never knows just who will ask
to the join the church from year-to-
year. Father Wyrostek said, “To see
someone taking such an important
step in their life and inviting me to be
part of it is a grace filled moment in
my life.

“I cannot really describe the feeling
as I ask the person if they want to be
baptized and then baptize them. In all
of the busyness of the Holy Week and
the many details of the Easter Vigil,

one might feel a bit overwhelmed, but
when the moment comes for the sacra-
ments of initiation to be celebrated, I
forget all the hard work and late hours. 

“All I can think at that time is the
sacraments I am to celebrate for the
person standing before me, and the re-
alization that all this is possible only
through the grace of God. The calm-
ness that I experience at the moment I
celebrate baptism or confirmation or
the Holy Eucharist is really indescrib-
able,” he said. 

“Many people seek to know Christ,
and they ask many questions about
their spiritual journey. I have learned
time after time that before most of the
folks joined the RCIA group, they
have experienced Christ in their rela-
tives and friends. 

“As Catholics, we sometimes think
our faith and the way we live might
not be anything special. However,
God uses all of us all the time to
change those around us. A Catholic
Way of Life* can and is changing this
world. Go and joyfully share the
Gospel of Christ; you will be sur-
prised who is listening,” he said.

*Reference to Pastoral Ministry Days, page 12.

The sacraments of initiation are grace filled

At Immaculate Conception Church, Winner, eight people came into full 
communion with the Catholic Church: (Back row) Patrick Dougherty, Bradley Mellang,
Wyatt Ewing, and Jason Cernetisch. (Front row) Elisabeth Duffy, 
Valerie Ewing, Pamela Haukaas, Alyssa Krogman, and Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek. 
(Courtesy photo)

Easter Vigil: Kaden Wangen was one of
the cathedral parishioners confirmed at
Easter Vigil by Bishop Robert Gruss. 
Behind Kaden are his uncle and sponsor 
Gerald Gentrup and his mother Joyce
Wangen. (WRC photo by Laurie 
Hallstrom)
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Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D

Making
Sense of
Bioethics

An ethical Rubicon was crossed when
the first in vitro fertilization (IVF)-con-
ceived baby came into the world in 1978.
With human reproduction no longer lim-
ited to the embrace of a man and a
woman, people felt empowered to take
their own sperm and eggs, or those of oth-
ers, and create their much desired chil-
dren bit-by-cellular-bit. As they mixed
and matched these cells, they soon were
drawn into other twists and turns of the
advancing technology, including screen-
ing the genes of their test-tube offspring
and eugenically weeding out any unde-
sired embryonic children by freezing
them in liquid nitrogen or simply dis-
carding them as laboratory refuse.

Recent developments have exacer-
bated this situation by offering additional
options and choices for generating chil-
dren, recasting human embryos as modu-
lar constructs to be assembled through
cloning or through the creation of three-
parent embryos. While cloning involves
swapping out the nucleus of a woman’s
egg with a replacement nucleus to create
an embryo, three-parent embryos are
made by swapping out additional cellular
parts known as mitochondria through the
recombination of eggs from two different
women. Even more baroque approaches
to making three parent embryos rely on
destroying one embryo (instead of an
egg) and cannibalizing its parts so as to
build another embryo by nuclear transfer. 

We risk trivializing our human procre-
ative faculties and diminishing our off-
spring by sanctioning these kinds of
“eggs-as-Lego-pieces” or “embryos-as-
Lego-pieces” approaches. Ultimately
there is a steep price to be paid for the

ever-expanding project of upending our
own beginnings and rupturing the origins
of our children.

Part of that price includes the signifi-
cant health problems that have come to
light in children born from IVF and other
assisted reproduction techniques. Re-
searchers have found an overall doubling
in the risk of birth defects for children
born by these technologies when com-
pared with rates for children conceived in
the normal fashion.

For retinoblastoma, a childhood eye
cancer, a six-fold elevated risk has been
reported. Assisted reproduction tech-
niques are also associated with height-
ened risks for a number of rare and
serious genetic disorders, including Beck-
with-Wiedmann syndrome, Angelman’s
syndrome, and various developmental
disorders like atrial septal and ventricular
septal defects of the heart, cleft lip with
or without cleft palate, esophageal atresia
and anorectal atresia.

Considering the various harsh and un-
natural steps involved in moving human
reproduction from the marital embrace
into the petri dish, it should perhaps come
as little surprise that elevated rates of
birth defects have been observed, even
when certain genetic defects may have
been previously screened out.

As children born by assisted reproduc-
tive techniques become adults, they are
starting to be tracked and studied for var-
ious psychiatric issues as well. A grow-
ing number of young adults are
vocalizing their strong personal concerns
about the way they were brought into the
world through techniques like anony-
mous sperm donations, because they find

themselves feeling psychologically adrift
and deprived of any connection to their
biological father. 

It should be obvious how any ap-
proach that weakens or casts into ques-
tion the integral connection between
parents and their offspring will raise
grave ethical concerns. Whether it be
three-parent embryos, anonymous sperm
donations, or surrogacy, we need to pro-
tect children from the harmful psycho-
logical stressors that arise when they are
subjected to uncertainties about their own
origins. As one fertility specialist bluntly
commented, “As a nation, we need to get
a conscience about what we are doing
here. Yes, it’s nice when an infertile cou-
ple is able to build a family, but what
about the children? Shouldn’t their needs
be in the mix from the very beginning
too? I think it is ridiculous that a donor-
conceived child would need to ‘research’
to find out their genetic origins. Give me
a break. What if you had to do that? Is it
fair?”

Beyond these immediate concerns
about the wellbeing and health of our
progeny, we face further serious concerns
about our human future in the face of
these burgeoning technologies. As pro-
creation becomes reduced to just another
commercial transaction, and our children
become projects to be assembled piece-
meal in the pursuit of parental desires, we
invariably set the stage to cross another

significant ethical line. 
That bright ethical line involves the

creation of humans that have heritable ge-
netic modifications (changes that are
passed on to future generations). When
the first three-parent baby is born, which
will likely take place in the next year or
two, we will have stepped right into the
middle of that hubris-filled brave new
world of manipulating the genetic traits
of future children. We will have transi-
tioned to a paradigm where biomedical
experimentation on future generations is
seen as acceptable and justifiable. Now is
the time to ponder carefully the implica-
tions of our rushed reproductive choices,
and to stand firm against the preventable
injustices that inexorably flow from as-
sisted reproductive technologies.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of
Fall River, MA, and serves as the Direc-
tor of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.

Pondering the implications of three-parent embryos
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The
Catholic Church supports the efforts of
scientists to study the causes and effects
of climate change and insists govern-
ments and businesses must get serious
about specific commitments for pro-
tecting the environment. 

But Pope Francis, like his predeces-
sors, does not pretend to have a techni-
cal solution to the problem. However,
he does feel a responsibility to remind
Christians of their religious obligation
to safeguard creation, beginning with
human beings who are created in the
image and likeness of God. 

Clearing his calendar for a week in
late March, Pope Francis rolled up his
sleeves to put the final touches on an
encyclical letter about the environment;
building on what he and his predeces-
sors have said. The document —
planned for publication early in the

summer — is expected to present ecol-
ogy as the ultimate pro-life, pro-poor,
pro-family issue. 

For Pope Francis, like Pope Benedict
XVI, safeguarding creation is not sim-
ply about protecting plants and animals,
or just about ensuring the air, water and
land will support human life for gener-
ations to come. Those things are part of
the task. “We need to see — with the
eyes of faith — the beauty of God’s
saving plan, the link between the natu-
ral environment and the dignity of the
human person,” Pope Francis wrote in a
speech prepared for young people in the
Philippines in January. Christianity
teaches that God created the world and
everything in it with a certain order and
proclaimed it good. As stewards of
God’s creation, Pope Francis has said,
people have an absolute obligation to
respect the natural order.

Villagers paddle along a branch of the Pomeroon River in the interior of Guyana, 
March 15. The Catholic Church supports the efforts of scientists to study the causes
and effects of climate change and insists governments and businesses must get serious
about specific commitments for protecting the environment. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)

Final Report on 2015 South Dakota Legislation
The Catholic call to faithful citizenship affirms the importance of 
political participation and insists that public service is a worthy vocation.
(Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, #14)
Governor Dennis Daugaard signed the following bills of interest:
Abortion: HB 1130 bans abortion prepayment before consent period ends.
HB 1079 SD H&HS Dept. to issue abortion reports by Nov. 15.  
Abuse & Trafficking: SB 70 a mandatory child abuse reporter be available
when the initial report is made. SB 168 establishes an elder abuse task
force. HB 1089 bans female genital mutilation. SB 13 certain convicted
human traffickers must register as sex offenders. 
Environment: HB 1192 up to $350,000 (amended) for wildlife habitat. SB 152
up to $750,000 (amended) for pine beetle suppression.
Family Issues: SB 73 Juvenile Justice System reform, with expanded access
to proven, community-based interventions. SB 190 health coverage for ap-
plied behavior analysis treatment for persons with autism; also established a
Provider Workgroup to advise and make recommendations by December 1.
Taxes & Work:  HB 1189 $450,000 for tax refunds for elderly and 
disabled. HB 1191 $250,000 for the Jobs for America's Graduates program.
SB 177 youth minimum wage of $7.50/hour.Papal ecology: Protecting all God’s creatures
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Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora 

In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordinations
and death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. 
Birthdays: May 1, Fr. Michael Hight; May 6, Fr. Edward Vanorny; May 10, 
Fr. Kevin Achbach; May 14, Fr. David Matzko, SJ; May 20, Fr. Michel Mulloy;
May 21, Fr. David De Marco, SJ; May 31, Fr. Mark McCormick. 
Ordinations: May 8, 1954, Fr. Gerald Scherer; May 12, 1957, Msgr. William
O’Connell; May 22, 1981, Fr. Richard Novotny; May 31, 1991,
Fr. Edward Witt, SJ. 
Necrology: May 1, 1951, William Sullivan; May 3, 2008, Andrew Morvay; May
5, 1940, Vincent Frech, OSB; May 6, 1984, Joseph Ford, SCJ; May 9, 1959,
Daniel Daley; May 10, 1961, John Cohane; May 12, 1951, John Frei; May 13,
2014, Richard McCaslin, SJ; May 16, 1947, Henry Klein; May 17, 1921, Thomas
McNaboe; May 17, 1973, Bernard Drew; May 17, 1978, Hugh Farrington, OSB;
May 19, 1932, Dennis Casey; May 21, 1962, Stephen McNamara, SJ; May 22,
1975, Patrick McCormick; May 25, 1986, Leonard Fencl; May 26, 1913, 
Bede Marty, OSB; May 29, 1981, James O’Connor, SJ; May 31, 1953, 
Bishop Joseph Busch. 

By Sr. Florence 
McManamen, OSB

With the recent celebrations of the
Chrism Mass and Holy Thursday, our
focus has been, more than usual, on the
gift of the Holy Eucharist. A recent ar-
ticle in Spirit and Life, a publication of
the Benedictine Sisters of Clyde, Mo.,
tells of the ministry of their well-known
Altar Bread Department. The article
says, “With a staff of eight sisters and
fifteen lay employees, the department
produces about nine million wafers
every month.” Sister Lynn Marie
D’Souza, the manager, says, “I love that
these humble breads made by our hands
will become the body of Christ, the
food for the church” and “I pray for
those who receive the breads and for the
parishes that support our life of prayer.”
Periodically, our Benedictine Commu-
nity receives a shipment of altar breads
from Clyde from which Sister Lorane
Coffin fills orders for many parishes in
our diocese.

On March 21, the feast of St. Bene-
dict, our community welcomed Rachel
Byrum and Kay Schwandt as Oblate
novices.  Rachel and Kay have been at-
tending the monthly Oblate meetings to
learn more about the way of life pro-
posed by St. Benedict. Oblates are

Christian men and women, Catholic or
non-Catholic, lay or ordained who are
spiritually united with the monastic
community in seeking God according
to the Rule of St. Benedict. Sister Lo-
rane Coffin and Sister Therese Marie
Furois are the coordinators of our
Oblate program.

Through a grant, the Benedictine
Communities of Bismarck, N.D., Wa-
tertown, and St. Martin Monastery have
obtained the services of Patricia
Nguyen as coordinator of a newly es-
tablished volunteer program under the
auspices of the Catholic Network of
Volunteers. The volunteers are women
who would like to discern a possible re-
ligious vocation by living and working
with the Benedictine communities for
a period of time. Sister Mary Wegher,
prioress, Hannah Vanorny from Bis-
marck, Sister Adrienne Kaufmann from
Watertown, and Patricia Nguyen met
on March 30, to plan for this promising
opportunity.

As usual, this month has presented
many spiritual opportunities. Sister
Marmion Howe presented a workshop
titled, “Look at Ourselves.” Sister Edna
Marie Stephenson visited friends at the
Benedictine Community in Tucson,
Ariz. A number of sisters joined the en-

thusiasm of the Pastoral Ministry Days
and the Chrism Mass offered that Mon-
day night. 

The sisters enjoyed the Palm Sunday
Brunch from a table for eight arranged
for by a friend of the community, and
the presentations which, again, were

rich in spirituality and information re-
garding the ministries of Catholic So-
cial Services. At the time of this writing
the community is immersed in the litur-
gical season of Holy Week and Easter.
May the blessings of Easter flow to
each one.

The Oblate ceremony was held March 21 at St. Martin Monastery. 
(L-R) Sister Mary Wegher, Sister Lorane Coffin, with novices Kay Schwandt,
and Rachel Byrum. (Courtesy photo)

Two women become Benedictine oblate novices
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By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

“As long as the rivers flow and the
grass is green”; these are words of de-
ception and yet, were continuously
used in language to legitimize treaties
made between the U.S. Government
and Tribal Chiefs across this great land.
These words were spoken by suppos-
edly honorable men who wanted native
lands, promising perpetual freedom and
peace. This began the legacy of Mani-
fest Destiny and a history of land ces-
sion and oppression for native people. 
The newly formed United States

government began making treaties with
Native American Tribes in 1778 and
this practice continued until 1868 when
the final treaties were made. After the
era of treaty making, the government
continued with a series of Policies and
Acts that would diminish tribal lands to
their present day existence. Luther
Standing Bear, a renowned Chief,
summed it up well: “They made us
many promises, more than I can re-
member, but they never kept but one;
they promised to take our land and they
took it.”

The Black Hills are not for sale! Liv-
ing in South Dakota we often hear this
phrase and probably have wondered,
“Why don’t the Native Americans just

take the money awarded them
from the 1980 U.S. Supreme
Court case and make a better
life for their children and
grandchildren?” The reserva-
tions are so impoverished and
living conditions are compara-
tive to third world countries.
What’s wrong with those peo-
ple? It’s just land!
These are often the words

spoken when issues of the Black
Hills are raised in some non-
native circles. They are often viewed as
words of ignorance to Native Ameri-
cans but some of the misconception
comes from the interpretation of land
ownership. What is
interpreted as
shared or communal
property by Native
People is interpreted as ownership or
private possession by non-natives. The
concept of owning the land was com-
pletely foreign to native people.
The Black Hills are sacred to the

Lakota People. Legend says that the
Lakota People came from the womb of
Unci Maka (Grandmother Earth). The
first Lakota emerged from Wind Cave
hence, representing the cradle of life for
the Lakota. The Black Hills are a sacred
gift from the Great Spirit. The land sig-
nifies our existence and sustains life for

all living creatures. Lakota people
claim that without the land there would
be no Lakota. This belief of the sacred-
ness of the land has always been a great

strength of the
Lakota people and
is reflective in how
ownership of land

is viewed. 
Land is part of the universe and be-

longs to everyone and all are entitled to
benefit from the bounty of Unci Maka.
There was no such concept of owning
a piece of the earth. How can we own
what we are borrowing from our future
generations? An ancient Indian proverb
says; “Treat the earth well it was not

given to you by your parents, it was
loaned to you by your children. We do
not inherit the land from our ancestors;
we borrow it from our grandchildren.”
In a portion of a speech presented by
Chief Seattle in regards to selling tribal
land in his area, he offered this re-
sponse, “Every part of this earth is sa-
cred to my people. Every hillside, every
valley, every clearing and wood is holy
in the memory and experience of my
people. Even those unspeaking stones
along the shore are loud with events
and memories in the life of my people.
The ground beneath your feet responds
more lovingly to our steps than yours,
because it holds the remains of our
grandfathers. Our bare feet know the
kindred touch. The earth is rich with the
lives of our kin. This is Holy Ground!”
The concept of land ownership will

always be a point of contention and will
put people in conflict with one another.
Our land is sacred. Land represents per-
manency, something that never goes
away and will always be there, long
after the money is spent or the treaties
fade away. Our lands are precious and
great amounts of blood were spilled to
protect our Grandmother Earth.

Paha Sapa-our sacred home is borrowed from our children

When the government and the Native 
Americans discuss land ownership, they have dif-
ferent perspectives. 

‘Why don’t the Native Americans
just take the money?’
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The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the safest
possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by

church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure 
confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell).
Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. 

Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children or 
young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City

will be investigated. The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted 
on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

St. Paul Church, Belle Fourche, held the Stations of the Cross, Sunday, March 8, at the
family home of Steve and Sandi Clooten. Msgr. Michael Woster, pastor, led participants
along the Way of the Cross. He is pictured closest to the cross on the right side. Atten-
dees were encouraged to take up the cross and carry it for Jesus. Participants were also
encouraged to pick up a rock along the way as a symbol of the sins they wanted to rid
themselves of during the stations and to place the rock at the base of the large cross,
thereby laying their sins at the foot of the cross.

An estimated 70 people attended. “Many people commented that, though they enjoy
the regular stations at the church on Friday evenings the outdoor stations are very mov-
ing and a totally different experience; it’s just something about being outdoors,” said
Tina Barrie, parish office manger. Afterwards, a reception was held. (Courtesy photo) 

Outdoor Stations of the Cross held

Living Stations of the Cross as told by Mary
Seventh and eighth
grade students at 
Immaculate 
Conception Church,
Winner, presented a
living Stations of the
Cross as told by Mary
on Good Friday. The
stations were based
on the book “Mary’s
Way of the Cross” by
Richard G. Furey,
CSSR. Students also
served as cantors and
narrators for the
liturgy. (Photo 
courtesy Belva
Shopene)

Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary
Maggie Brockman’s third grade students pose for a photo after they acted out the 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary during a Lenten prayer service at St. Elizabeth Seton
Elementary School, Rapid City. (Courtesy Photo)
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Catholic News Service

Next month, the U.S. Supreme Court
will hear arguments in Glossip v. Gross,
a case out of Oklahoma that challenges
the most widely used lethal injection
protocol as being cruel and unusual
punishment.

The court took up the case in January
after a year of three high-profile, prob-
lematic executions in three states. The
court will likely issue a ruling by June.
Our hope is that it will hasten the end
of the death penalty in the United
States.

Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski, of
Miami, and chairman of the U.S. bish-
ops’ Committee on Domestic Justice
and Human Development, praised the
decision saying, “The use of the death
penalty devalues human life and dimin-
ishes respect for human dignity. We
bishops continue to say, we cannot
teach killing is wrong by killing.” The
chair of the pro-life activities commit-
tee, Boston Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley,
also praised the court’s decision to hear
the case. “Society can protect itself in
ways other than the use of the death
penalty,” Cardinal O’Malley said. 
We pray that the court’s review of these
protocols will lead to the recognition
that institutionalized practices of vio-
lence against any person erode rever-
ence for the sanctity of every human
life. Capital punishment must end.”

We, the editors of four Catholic jour-
nals — America, National Catholic
Register, National Catholic Reporter
and Our Sunday Visitor — urge the
readers of our diverse publications and
the whole U.S. Catholic community
and all people of faith to stand with us
and say, “Capital punishment must
end.”

The Catholic Church in this country
has fought against the death penalty for
decades. St. John Paul II amended the
universal Catechism of the Catholic
Church to include a de facto prohibition
against capital punishment.

Last year, Pope Francis called on all
Catholics “to fight ... for the abolition
of the death penalty.” The practice is
abhorrent and unnecessary. It is also in-
sanely expensive as court battles soak
up resources better deployed in pre-
venting crime in the first place and
working toward restorative justice for
those who commit less heinous crimes.

Admirably, Florida has halted exe-
cutions until the Supreme Court rules,
and Ohio Gov. John Kasich has post-
poned all seven executions in the state
scheduled for 2015 pending further
study. Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf de-
clared a moratorium on the death
penalty until he has received and re-
viewed a task force’s report on capital
punishment, which he called “a flawed
system ... ineffective, unjust, and ex-
pensive.” Both governors also cited the
growing number of death-row inmates
who have been exonerated nationwide
in recent years.

In a statement thanking Wolf,
Philadelphia Archbishop Charles J.
Chaput said: “Turning away from cap-
ital punishment does not diminish our
support for the families of murder vic-
tims. ... But killing the guilty does not
honor the dead nor does it ennoble the
living. When we take a guilty person’s
life we only add to the violence in an
already violent culture and we demean
our own dignity in the process.”

Archbishop Chaput reminds us that
when considering the death penalty, we
cannot forget that it is we, acting
through our government, who are the
moral agents in an execution. The pris-
oner has committed his crime and has
answered for it in this life just as he
shall answer for it before God. But, it is
the government, acting in our name,
that orders and perpetrates lethal injec-
tion. It is we who add to, instead of
heal, the violence.

Advocates of the death penalty often
claim that it brings closure to a victim’s
family. But advocates who walk with
the families of victims, like Mercy Sis-

ter Camille D’Arienzo, tell a different
story. 

“I think of mothers who attend our
annual service for Families and Friends
of Murder Victims,” a program the
Mercy sisters have sponsored for 18
years. “Asked what they want for their
children’s killers, no one asks for the
death penalty,” she said. “Their reason:
‘I wouldn’t want another mother to suf-
fer what I have suffered.’ Their hearts,
though broken, are undivided in their
humanity.”

The facts of the case in Oklahoma —
which echo reports from Ohio and Ari-
zona — were especially egregious. Last
April, the drug protocol failed in the ex-
ecution of Clayton Lockett. Lockett

moaned in pain before authorities sus-
pended the execution; he would die of a
heart attack later that night. Archbishop
Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City said
at the time, “The execution of Clayton
Lockett really highlights the brutality of
the death penalty, and I hope it leads us
to consider whether we should adopt a
moratorium on the death penalty or
even abolish it altogether.”

The Supreme Court has agreed with
Archbishop Coakley and will consider
the issue. We join our bishops in hop-
ing the court will reach the conclusion
that it is time for our nation to embody
its commitment to the right to life by
abolishing the death penalty once and
for all.

National Catholic journals unite: ‘Capital punishment must end’

Utah reinstates firing squads for executions
Utah Gov. Gary Herbert has signed

into law a bill reinstating use of a 
firing squad as a method to carry out
the death penalty.

“They argue that, because executions
are lawful, they are then moral. This is
not so. No human law can trump God’s
law,” Salt Lake City Bishop John C.
Wester said in a March 24 statement.
“Taking a human life is wrong; a slap in
the face of hope and a blasphemous at-
tempt to assume divine attributes that we humble human beings do not have.
The real issue here is the death penalty itself,” he said. 

Utah’s lawmakers argued they needed a backup method of capital punishment
if the drugs used in lethal injection are not available.
(CNS photo/Rick D’elia, EPA)

Stopping the cycle of violence
As the Bishop of Rapid City, I whole-heartedly agree that all people of faith need

to stand up and proclaim loudly, “Capital punishment must end.” I am greatly 
disappointed that this past February during the annual legislative session, the 
Senate State Affairs Committee voted down two measures to repeal or limit the use
of the death penalty in the State of South Dakota. It saddens me that the State of
South Dakota remains an agent of death.

State executions only add to the cycle of violence that plagues our country in so
many ways. When they are authorized, respect for human life is eroded. Yes, the
state has an obligation to hold violent criminals accountable for their actions and to
protect society from those who are a threat. However, as persons and as a state we
ought never to shrink to the level of the violent criminals by sanctioning state-
inflicted violence. Accountability can take place through non-violence means. We are
all gifted by God with life and reason and, therefore, are called to a higher standard.
I wonder what the outcome would be if this issue were put to a vote to the good and
decent people of South Dakota. Shouldn’t we want to take the moral high ground
and truly respect the dignity of all human life?

+Bishop Robert Gruss
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Conception Abbey in Conception,
Mo., has sent word that Father Francis
Stuart, OSB, passed away March 30.
Recently, Father Francis was diagnosed
with terminal pancreatic cancer and put
in hospice care. 

Donald Francis
Stuart was born on
August 14, 1926, in
Kansas City, Mis-
souri, to Dr. Francis
Stuart and his wife
Minnie (McLaugh-
lin) Stuart.
He was baptized

at Saint Mary
Church in Independ-
ence, but his family

soon moved to Atchison. After attend-
ing the parish school and receiving the
sacrament of confirmation at St. Bene-
dict Church, Atchison, he entered Maur
Hill High School. Both the parish and
the high school were staffed by the
monks of Saint Benedict Abbey. 
In 1944, Donald enlisted in the

United States Navy, and upon his dis-
charge from service in 1946, he en-
rolled at Rockhurst College in Kansas
City, where in 1950 he earned a bache-
lor’s degree in biology. After further
studies at the University of Kansas, he

found employment as a chemist for the
Hercules Powder Company in Johnson
County, Kansas. 
He entered the novitiate of Concep-

tion Abbey on September 2, 1956, and
professed first monastic vows one year
and one day later, where he received the
name of Francis — his father’s name
and his own middle name. He was or-
dained to the priesthood on May 27,
1961.
Among his many assignments,

Abbey records say he served St. John
Church, Rapid City, from 1968-69. He
was a chaplain at St. Joseph Hospital,
Deadwood, from 1969-70. He served at
St. Michael Church, Kennebec, from
1970-71. Then he served St. Bonaven-
ture, McIntosh, from 1971-84.
Father Francis was an avid out-

doorsman all his life. Mostly, he en-
joyed winter sports including skiing
and snowmobiling. 
Father Francis is survived by his

monastic confreres; by his sister Helen
Wingate, Edwards, Mo.; by his half-sis-
ter Mary Frances (Robert) Barr, Over-
land Park, Kan.;  and by his half-brother
John (Susan) Stuart, Shawnee, Kan.;
and by their families.
Mass of Christian Burial celebrated

was on April 1. 

Fr. Francis 
Stuart, OSB

Fr. Francis Stuart, OSB, 88, 
formerly served in the Diocese of Rapid City

Sally Hart, 93, died in Rapid City on February 22. She was born Nov. 4, 1921,
in Moulton, Texas, to Pio and Enedina (Lopez) Palomo. She spent most of her life
in Upton, Wyoming, where she raised her family. She worked as
a housekeeper for the late Father Paul Dahms in Hill City and
Deadwood for many years, and then was a resident of the Nor-
ton Home in Rapid City for the past 13 years.
She is survived by her daughter, Virginia (Tom) Smith of

Eden Prairie, MN; four grandchildren, Chad Anderson and To-
bias Anderson, both of Minneapolis, MN, Eddie Hart and
Theresa Hart, both of Washington State; and six great grand-
children.
Sally was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Dwight

Hart; son, Anthony Hart; and step-daughter, Rose Hightower.
Services were February 28 at Kirk Funeral Home in Rapid City, with the Rev.

Steve Selfridge officiating. Interment was at Greenwood Cemetery in Upton. In
lieu of flowers, a memorial has been established to the Alzheimer’s Foundation.
Friends may sign Sally’s online guestbook at www.kirkfuneralhome.com.

Sally Hart, 93, long time priest’s housekeeper

Sally Hart
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Church of the Ascension, Bismarck, N.D., is seeking a Parish Manager who uses creativ-
ity and energy to encourage staff and parishioners of the opportunities to grow, share their faith
and be of service to others by witnessing Christ’s love. This person supports the pastor in the
management and stewardship of the parish’s physical, financial and personnel resources. A strong
commitment to service and an ability to foster collaboration among staff and volunteers is re-
quired. Qualifications: Business Administration or accounting degree with at least 5 years of su-
pervisory or management experience. Individual must be computer skilled, knowledgeable in
office procedures-with experience in church accounting software and communication products
preferred. Individual must have the ability to organize and implement procedures as they relate
to the church environment. Above average oral and writings skills are also necessary. This per-
son is to possess a keen appreciation of the Catholic faith and complete a background check as
required by the Diocese of Bismarck. Please submit a cover letter and resume to: Search Com-
mittee, Church of the Ascension, 1905 South Third Street, Bismarck, ND 58504

Employment Opportunity

National Pastoral Musicians from
Martin, Batesland, Tuthill and Rapid
City converged on Our Lady of the Sa-
cred Heart Parish, Martin, for the NPM
spring meeting.
After morning prayer, Vicki Covey

related her experiences with “Develop-
ing Strong Music Minis-
ters with Limited
Resources.” She empha-
sized the need to nurture
and encourage young
people to become in-
volved in music ministry. Father
Matthew Fallgren and Mary Ann Fan-
ning discussed “Fostering a Good Re-
lationship Between the Pastor and the
Music Ministers.” Although Father
Fallgren has been at the parish for a
short time, the two spoke about how
they have worked together in a collab-
orative manner. 
The afternoon session was a panel

discussion on wedding planning fea-
turing speakers Vicki Covey, Ann
Smith, and Carman Timmerman.
Amber LeFaive and Lisa Wattenhofer
provided wedding planning handouts
that they give to prospective couples
preparing for their weddings as a basis

for the discussion.
All music ministers and

clergy in the diocese are en-
couraged to attend meetings.
Education, prayer and fellow-
ship are the focal points of the

meetings held four times a year.
The next meeting will be Saturday,

August 15, at St. Francis of Assisi
Church, Sturgis. Topics include duets,
anthem sharing, and 38th National
NPM Convention panel discussion.
Please contact Kathy Little at 605-484-
7817 or lovingtrust@live.com, by
Monday, August 10, to confirm your
complimentary lunch reservation.

NPM holds spring meeting

Divine Mercy Sunday
At Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, April 12, Fr. Janusz Korban and Lisa Wattenhofer,
kneel in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament prior to the Divine Mercy Chaplet. The feast
began in 2000, and it recognizes St. Faustina’s vision of Jesus tender mercy. Behind them,
the pews were beginning to fill with worshipers. (WRC photo) 
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Operation ‘Happy Feet’
The sixth graders of St. Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid City, with the
help of catechist Lori Ashely, conducted a sock drive during Lent. Their goal
was to collect 1,000 pairs of socks to donate to those in need. They went over
their goal, raising 1,289 pairs of socks. According to Randy Vette, coordinator
of youth ministry, “Lent is over but the socks are still coming in!” 

Good Friday volunteers
More than 40 middle school and high school students helped with the Good
Friday Service at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City. Students carried in
the cross before veneration, while others provided the candlelight for the
congregation during the procession. (Courtesy photo) 

You are formally invited to the 35th Annual

New Orleans Jazz Trip for 2 with airfare & lodging
Richard DuBois framed & signed print “Old Hisega Lodge”

Star Wars Cast Autographed Photo

A Tradition of Excellence to Benefit 
the Rapid City Catholic Schools

Saturday   May 2   5 p.m.
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center

To purchase tickets, visit www.rccss.org 
and click on the Mayfest link. 
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The Heritage Center, at Red Cloud
Indian School, has announced a com-
munity-influenced art project focusing
on the connection between the
Šúŋkawakȟaŋ Oyáte (the Horse Nation)
and native peoples of the northern
plains.
“This project, which will develop

through an artist-led process, will pro-
vide a platform for native artists to ex-
press themselves and their culture in an
authentic voice,” said Jose Rivera, di-
rector of The Heritage Center.
Rivera said that the major influence

for the project is local artist Keith
BraveHeart’s documentary film We Are
a Horse Nation, which looks at the
Očhéthi Šakówiŋ and their relationship
with the horse. The Očhéthi Šakówiŋ,
or Seven Council Fires, is the collective
group of Lakota, Dakota and Nakota
Nations of the northern plains.
“The Heritage Center has been look-

ing for an opportunity to create a new
model for curating: to transform the
model from a top-down, institution-led

process to a grassroots, community-in-
fluenced practice,” continued Rivera.
“Too many stereotypes of native people
and culture exist in our society, and this
project will advance the work of recti-
fying that.”
To explore this common thread,

BraveHeart and The Heritage Center’s
curator are hoping to visit each nation
of the Očhéthi Šakówiŋ to hold gather-
ings for local artists and community
members to discuss each one’s rela-
tionship with the Šúŋkawakȟaŋ Oyáte.
Through this effort, they will explore
the possibility of local artists creating
new works of art to be exhibited on be-
half of their nations.
“I want our (nation) to take a look at

ourselves and recognize that we still
exist, and that we are beautiful and
strong,” says BraveHeart. “I believe
that the strength of a combined effort of
artists and community can elevate the
culture of the Očhéthi Šakówiŋ.”

See more at http://www.redcloud
school.org.

A connection to the horse nation



Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults

and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,
limited adult audiences, films whose 

problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.
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Classifications

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy 
of the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 

Danny Collins ..................A-II
Do You Believe? ................A-II
Furious 7 .......................A-III

Through his Resurrection, did Jesus return to the physical, 
corporeal state that he had during his earthly life?
The Risen Lord allowed his disciples to touch him; he ate with

them and showed them the wounds of his passion. Nevertheless, his
body belonged no longer only to this earth, but rather to the heav-
enly kingdom of his Father (645-646).
The Risen Christ, who bore the wounds of the crucified, was no

longer bound by space and time. He could enter through locked
doors and appear to his disciples in various places in a form in which
they did not recognize him immediately. Christ’s resurrection was,
therefore, not a return to normal earthly life, but rather his en-
trance into a new way of being: “for we know that Christ being
raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has do-
minion over him” (Rom 6:9). (YouCat 107)

“He who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live” (Jn 11:25).

Black Hills State University Newman Center: a place to call home

for

If you are interested in the World Youth Day 2016 Pilgrimage with 
the Diocese of Rapid City or would like a current brochure contact:

Call us Toll Free: (866) 905-3787
E-mail: pilgrimage@tektonministires.org

Or contact Susan Thompson at sthompson@diorc.org or by 
phone 605-716-5214 ext. 221

Applications can be found at www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Pilgrimage to
POLAND
World Youth Day 2016

July 18 - August 1, 2016
Visit: Krakow, Katowice, Czestochowa, Auschwitz, Wadowice, Kalwaraia,

Zabrzydowska, Zakopane, the Dunajec River, Nowy Tag, Wieliczka 

ESTIMATED PRICE: $3,900/person
(Includes airfare and accommodations, breakfast, dinner, transportation until

WYD, WYD registration fees and meal package, and gratuities. Does not 
include travel insurance or expenses of a personal nature)

Black Hills State University Newman Center students study in the
Newman Center. (Courtesy photo)

know the students.
Tuesday night Mass outgrew

the upstairs chapel last fall and
we moved to a larger room in the
basement. We are still crowded
most nights, but we can at least
breathe. I asked a few students
about the Mass and the two of the
answers given were the chance to
celebrate the Eucharist, and to
pray together and for each other.
Following Mass we engage in
fellowship with light snacks
(thanks to Jan “mom” Carlson) to
bolster the night of light to heavy
topics of discussion. 

Although I am only showing
you a small piece of what makes
BHSU Newman Center a home
away from home, it is these two
constants that the students can de-
pend on, that all our activities and
projects come from. It is these
two nights that see the students
planning glow in the dark volley
ball games, bon fires with
GIANT s’mores, movie nights
and more. Just like at home your
activities start at a family gather-
ing so too, does the BHSU New-
man Center family.

families of St. Joseph Church,
Spearfish. (Thank you all for
your warm hospitality.) We see
many students walk through our
doors on Sunday after the 5:30
p.m. Mass. For many who are in
sports or have jobs it may be the
only time that they have a mo-
ment to say hi, connect with fel-
low students and catch up. Sitting
down with the families who have
made the meal, able to stay, and
chat definitely makes the feeling
of family stronger and many of
our families enjoy getting to

etc.) they will make it — espe-
cially when they make it a prac-
tice to give it all to God. Being a
part of those moments and watch-
ing them become the person God
is calling them to be is truly a
blessing.

Of the various activities, pro-
grams, and events, the two con-
stants are the home cooked
Sunday suppers and our Tuesday
nights. It is these two events that
allow the students to share time
together, schedule impromptu ac-
tivities, and share in their joys
and sufferings as friends, family
and fellow students.

Our Sunday suppers are
homemade and provided by the

By Malinda Hetzel
Director of 

Newman Ministry

Recently, I asked a student
what is the one thing you enjoy
most about the Black Hills State
University Newman Center?
After a bit of thought she re-
sponded, “I think the one thing I
enjoy most is that it serves as a
home away from home where I
can surround myself with people
who I can share my faith with
and grow into a better person. In
the hustle and busyness of col-
lege the Newman serves as a safe
haven. It serves as a home with
the feel of family while also
where I can feel connected to my
faith. In the confusing and chang-
ing life style of college it is nice
to have one thing that stays the
same always. The center pro-
vides that home, the family, and
the community to build me up.”  

I am Malinda Hetzel and I
have been working at the New-
man Center for close to a year.
My favorite part about the work
here is experiencing the moments
when the students realize that be-
yond the pains and frustrations of
college (roommates, finances,
tests, exams, work, scheduling,

Woman in Gold (Weinstein)
A true story involving artwork
stolen by the Nazis during World
War II provides the basis for this
intriguing dramatization, directed
by Simon Curtis. The lady of the
title is, in fact, the 1907 master-
piece “Portrait of Adele Bloch-
Bauer I” by Austrian artist Gustav
Klimt (1862-1918). Decades after it
and a trio of Klimt’s other paint-
ings were confiscated from its
Jewish subject’s relatives in 
Vienna, her now-elderly niece,
Maria (Helen Mirren), is deter-
mined that right should prevail and
the purloined items be returned.
Maria enlists a California attorney
(Ryan Reynolds) to make her case
and also gains the backing of a
nosy investigative reporter (Daniel
Bruhl). A valuable history lesson
about wartime atrocities, man’s
inhumanity to man, and the nature
of justice, the film can be recom-
mended for mature teens. Scenes
of wartime violence, a few in-
stances each of profane and crude
language. The Catholic News Serv-
ice classification is A-II — adults
and adolescents. The Motion Pic-
ture Association of America rating
is PG-13 — parents strongly cau-
tioned. Some material may be in-
appropriate for children under 13.
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