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‘Remember, you are dust and to 
dust you will return’
Father Grant Gerlach distributes ashes to Paul Arthur at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City. Ash Wednesday, February 18, marks
the beginning of Lent. The three mainstays of Lent are prayer, fast-
ing and almsgiving. Group reconciliation services are on page 4. The
Lenten Regulations are published on page 14. (WRC photo by Becky
Berreth)

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Christians are called to over-
come apathy, discouragement
and pretentions of self-suffi-
ciency by letting God enter
into their hearts, making them
joyful, merciful and strong,
Pope Francis said.

Through prayer, charity and
humility before God, people
receive a heart “which is firm
and merciful, attentive and
generous, a heart which is not
closed, indifferent or prey to
the globalization of indiffer-
ence,” the pope said in his mes-
sage for Lent, which begins
Feb. 18. 

In fact, the individualistic
“selfish attitude of indifference
has taken on global propor-
tions,” turning it into “one of
the most urgent challenges”
that “we, as Christians, need to
confront,” the pope wrote.

Released by the Vatican Jan.
27, the text of the pope’s
Lenten message focused on the
need for inner conversion and
renewal, with the title, “Make
Your Hearts Firm,” which is
from the Letter of James.

A firm heart is strong and
steadfast against temptation
and evil, but it is also open to
God, capable of being “pierced

Become islands of mercy in
the sea of indifference

by the Spirit,” touched by his
love and moved to share it with
others, he said.

“When the people of God
are converted to his love, they
find answers to the questions
that history continually raises,”
the pope said, including the
pressing problem today of “the
globalization of indifference.”

“Indifference to our neigh-
bor and to God also represents
a real temptation for us Chris-
tians,” he said, which means
the church, parish communities
and lay people need regular re-
flection and “interior renewal,
lest we become indifferent and
withdraw into ourselves.”

God’s love breaks down the
walls of “that fatal withdrawal
into ourselves, which is indif-
ference,” he said.

By receiving Jesus, by lis-
tening to his word, receiving
the sacraments and engaging in
prayer, “we become what we
receive: the Body of Christ,”
which is a living, united com-
munion of members that share
their gifts and leave “no room
for indifference.”

Parishes and Catholic or-
ganizations must share and
care for the weakest, poorest
and most marginalized, refus-
ing to “take refuge in a univer-
sal love that would embrace
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Bishop’s Calendar 
February 18-March 11, 2015

Subject to change without notice
February 18,Wednesday
Ash Wednesday
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral 
February 19, Thursday
11:30 a.m. Western SD Catholic 
Foundation Board Meeting, Chancery 
February 21, Saturday
2 p.m. Hospitality Survey Drawing 
Winners’ “Pie with the Bishop,” Terra
Sancta
February 22, Sunday
2 p.m. Rite of Election, Cathedral 
February 23, Monday
5 p.m. RCCSS School Board Meeting,
STM Middle School
February 24, Tuesday
10 a.m. Presbyteral Council,
Chancery  
February 26, Thursday
8:30 a.m. Investment Committee 
Meeting, Chancery
9 a.m. Finance Advisory Council 
Meeting, Chancery 
February 28, Saturday
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Catholic Social Services
Board Retreat, Terra Sancta
March 1, Sunday
10 a.m. Mass, Installation of Pastor, 
Fr. Leo Hausmann, St. Patrick, Lead
March 3, Tuesday
8 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast,
Terra Sancta
9:30 a.m Chancery Department Head
Meeting, Terra Sancta
March 6, Friday
11:15 a.m.-1 p.m. First Friday Mass,
Luncheon, Cathedral 
March 7, Saturday
1:15-5 p.m. Veritatis Splendor 
Institute, Terra Sancta 
March 11, Wednesday
4 p.m. Meeting with Confirmation 
Candidates, St. Patrick, Wall
5 p.m. Mass/Confirmation, 
St. Patrick, Wall

As (Jesus) drew near, he saw the city
and wept over it, saying, “If this day
you only knew what makes for peace —
but now it is hidden from your eyes”
(Lk 19:41-42). 
These words make

very real the heart of
the season we are now
entering. The words of
Jesus can be very
poignant as we pause
for a moment and take
in a glimpse of the
world around us. What
does Jesus see that
would make him weep
today? To name a few
— a nation and culture
which rejects God; 
violence of all kinds,
often times in the name
of religion; the great
diminishment of the
value of human life;
the degradation of mar-
riage in the culture 
attempting to redefine it; a contracep-
tive culture; the great decline of tradi-
tional moral values; the millions of
people who have rejected or walked
away from the Catholic faith; and in so
many ways, an indifference to religion
and faith altogether. The list can go on.
Ultimately Jesus weeps because, like
during his time two thousand years ago,
people of today have given up seeking
a life of holiness. 
Jesus wept over the tragedy of a lost

opportunity. The people of the holy city
of Jerusalem missed the opportunity to
be saved because of their foolish deci-
sions and their indifference. Their Sav-
ior came to their city, but they would
not believe him nor accept him and all
he was offering them. Today the time in
history may be different, but is the atti-
tude any different?
This is why each year the church, in

this season of Lent, offers her people
the opportunity to return to the Lord

with our whole heart in a very inten-
tional and deliberate way. This “Season
of Grace” speaks to how much God 
favors us among all his creatures. As
throughout all of human history, God

tenderly seeks us out, 
invites us and gently 
admonishes us, all the
while patiently awaiting
our return to him whole-
heartedly. He continually 
invites us into a close
friendship — one like no
other. In fact, Jesus liter-
ally “thirsts” for us.
This was the message

given to Blessed Mother
Teresa of Calcutta. The
meaning of the words
which Jesus spoke from
the cross, “I thirst,” was
revealed to Mother
Teresa in September
1946, a message which
was meant to be shared
with the world. In a

book written by Fr. Joseph Langford,
M.C, he says, “Mother Teresa’s under-
standing of the thirst of God was 
entirely simple, yet, deep, powerful,
and engaging. She learned that God not
only accepts us with all our misery, but
that he longs for us, thirsts for us, with
all the intensity of his divine heart, no
matter who we are or what we have
done,” (“Mother Teresa’s Secret Fire”
pg. 51)
For Mother Teresa, God’s thirst for

us signifies a deep, intense desire for us.
Since God lacks nothing, his “divine
thirst points to the mystery of God’s
freely chosen longing for man. Simply
put, though nothing in God needs us,
everything in God wants us — deeply
and intensely, as he shows throughout
Scripture.” (“Mother Teresa’s Secret
Fire” pg. 51)
As we begin the season of Lent, per-

haps it can be a time for all of us to 
reflect upon how much God desires us.

Many do not know of God’s desire, of
Jesus’ thirst. Jesus spoke to Mother
Teresa in 1947, “They do not know Me
— so they don’t want Me,” Fr. Brian
Kolodiejchuk, M.C., (“Mother Teresa:
Come Be My Light,” pg. 77) This could
easily be said of people in today’s
times. 
In Mother Teresa’s “Varanasi Let-

ter,”she wrote, “Not only He loves you,
even more — He longs for you. He
misses you when you don’t come close.
He thirsts for you. He loves you always,
even when you don’t feel worthy. Even
if you are not accepted by others, even
by yourself sometimes — He is the one
who always accepts you.” (“Mother
Teresa’s Secret Fire” pg. 55)
This perhaps can be the message of

Lent to be shared with others. Talk
about Good News! Mother Teresa
shared, “My children, you don’t have to
be different for Jesus to love you. Only
believe — You are precious to Him.
Bring all you are suffering to His feet
— only open your heart to be loved by
Him as you are, He will do the rest.”
(“Mother Teresa’s Secret Fire,” pg. 55)
Blessed Mother Teresa, through her

life and writings, invites all of us to be-
lieve in a God who never tires of seek-
ing us out and forgiving us. If Lent is
the “Season of Grace,” what better mes-
sage can we reflect upon? What better
message could be shared with others
who have chosen to not be a part of our
Catholic faith community? 
During this season of Lent, I chal-

lenge the whole Catholic community to
invite someone they know back to the
place where Jesus is most present, the
Eucharist. Jesus is weeping over the
loss of their presence among us, and is
waiting with open arms and a desire to
love them. Yes, he thirsts for them in
the same way he thirsts for us. Please
share this Good News with as many as
you can! It may change their life and
yours! May you have a blessed Lenten
season!

“Mother Teresa’s Secret Fire”
by Father Joseph Langford, 
co-founder of the Missionaries
of Charity Fathers. (CNS) 

Open your heart to Jesus, he will do the rest
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In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordinations and death
anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Ordinations: March 28, 1977 Fr. Arnold Kari.
Birthdays: March 2, Fr. D. Craig Cower; March 3, Fr. Joseph Dean, SCJ; March 7, Fr.
Christopher Johnson, SJ; March 15, Msgr. Michael Woster; March 17, Father Grant Ger-
lach; March 18, Father Peter Etzel, SJ; March 22, Fr. Steve Biegler; March 27, Fr.
Richard Novotny. Necrology: March 5, 2013; Reuben Valades; March 6, 1966, John De-
Raff; March 7, 1991, James Sheehan; March 8, 1965, George Heup; March 9, 1992,
Francis Vallo; March 11, 1948, Bishop John Lawler; March 11, 1964, Arthur O’Brien;
March 11, 1965, Benedict Detterman, TOR; March 14, 1975, Wenzel Sobolewski; March
16, 1994, Arthur Doyle; March 16, 2014, Paul Dahms; March 17, 1955, Francis Parisian;
March 21, 1977, James Tunnissen, SJ; March 22, 1909, Emil Perrig, SJ; March 24, 1987,
Thomas Gorman; March 25, 1972, Alban Reid; March 27, 1964, Philip O’Connell; March
27, 1966, Thomas Downey, SP; March 30, 1968, Florian Kruswicki. 

the whole world, while failing to see the
Lazarus sitting before our closed
doors.”

May Catholic communities “become
islands of mercy in the midst of a sea of
indifference,” the pope said.

The church and its organizations
must go out to the ends of the earth by
praying with the church in heaven and
engaging with the wider world, he said.

Even the faithful who are now in
heaven have not turned their backs “on
the sufferings of the world,” rejoicing
“in splendid isolation”; rather, they
want Christ’s “victory of love” to pen-
etrate the whole world, which is why
they accompany those on earth as they
continue God’s work, he said.

God calls every man and woman to
him, he said. That is why “in each of
our neighbors, then, we must see a

brother or sister for whom Christ died
and rose again” and recognize that “all
our brothers and sisters possess is a gift
for the church and all of humanity.”

The best way for Catholics not to be
overwhelmed by so much bad news in
the world and to avoid the “spiral of
distress and powerlessness,” he said, is
to become united in prayer, to con-
cretely help others and to see suffering
as an occasion for one’s own conver-
sion.

Only by humbly accepting one’s lim-
itations and recognizing God’s infinite
abundance can people “resist the dia-
bolical temptation of thinking that by
our own efforts we can save the world
and ourselves.”

Msgr. Giampietro Dal Toso, secre-
tary of the Pontifical Council Cor
Unum, the office which handles the
pope’s charitable giving, presented the

Lenten message at a Vatican news con-
ference.

He said indifference — where every-
thing becomes the same or equally
valid — results in an eradication of val-
ues, meaning and any distinction be-
tween good and evil, true and false.

“If everything is the same, if nothing
is different and therefore is more or less
valid, what can one invest one’s life
in?” he asked.

The church upholds the truth, its
standards and principles, and recog-
nizes the difference “between oneself
and the other, between one lifestyle and
another, between oneself and God,” the
monsignor said.

“The church does not denounce cer-
tain situations simply to censure them
but she wishes to offer paths toward

healing,” he said.
Everyone is called to conversion not

because this “new heart” rooted in the
Gospel is the key to a better society, but
because the real purpose of conversion
is to know Christ and become more like
him, he said.

People’s faith, however, must then
move outward so as not to become
“functional,” caring only about oneself
and one’s personal well being, Msgr.
Dal Toso said. 

The church is a living body whose
members “take care of each other; they
even live thanks to one another. The ex-
perience of living in the church is al-
ready a break away from individualism,
from indifference, and from the with-
drawal into oneself that leads to death,”
he said.

ISLANDS, CONTINUED FROM 1____
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Lenten Reconciliation Schedule
Women are not guests, but full participants in church
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Saying he knows the history of the subjugation of
women continues to have a negative impact on how women are treated, Pope
Francis called for greater roles for women in the church and for greater assis-
tance and workplace flexibility to ensure they can make the best choices for
themselves and their families. Pope Francis told the Pontifical Council for 
Culture Feb. 7 that its study of women’s cultures was a topic “close to my
heart,” and that he fully recognizes the need “to study new criteria and methods
to ensure women feel they are not guests, but full participants in the various
spheres of the life of society and the church. This challenge can no longer be
postponed,” he said. The preparatory document for the meeting said that in the
West, more and more women between the ages of 20 and 50 are leaving the
church. Many have “reached places of prestige within society and the work-
place, but have no corresponding decisional role nor responsibility” within the
church community. Pope Francis told the council — whose members are cardi-
nals, bishops, priests and laymen — “I am convinced of the urgency of offering
space to women in the life of the church and to welcoming them, taking into ac-
count specific and changing cultural and social sensitivities.”

Vatican offers showers and barbershop to homeless
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Hot showers, a soapy shave and spiffy haircuts are
available for free for those whom the Vatican calls “our homeless pilgrims.”
Thanks to charitable contributions from Pope Francis and private donors, the
Vatican has finished remodeling and expanding a public bathroom a few steps
from Bernini’s Colonnade, surrounding St. Peter’s Square. The Vatican an-
nounced Feb. 6 that the updated bathrooms now include three showers and a
barber’s chair. Free haircuts will be offered every Monday by volunteer barbers
and students graduating from hairstylist school. The showers will be open every
day except Wednesdays —  general audience day —  and days when other large
events are planned in St. Peter’s Square or the basilica, the Vatican said. 

Belle Fourche, St. Paul, Tue., 
Mar. 24 at 7 p.m.
Bison, Blessed Sacrament, Mon., 
Mar. 2 at 7 p.m. 
Bonesteel, Immaculate Conception, Fri.,
Mar. 13 at 6:30 p.m. CT
Buffalo, St. Anthony, Tue., 
Mar. 17 at 7 p.m.
Burke, Sacred Heart, Fri., 
Mar. 20 at 6:30 p.m. CT
Colome, St. Isidore, Sun., 
Mar. 15 at 4 p.m. CT
Custer, St. John, Wed., Mar. 11 at 7 p.m.
Dupree, Sacred Heart, Sun., 
Mar. 29 at 4 p.m.  
Eagle Butte,All Saints, Sun., 
Mar. 29 at 4 p.m.  
Faith, St. Joseph, Sun., Mar. 29 at 7 p.m.  
Ft. Pierre, St. John, Thur., 
Mar. 19 at 7 p.m. CT
Gregory, St. Joseph, Wed., 
Mar. 11 at 6:30 p.m. CT
Hot Springs, St. Anthony, Mon., 
Mar. 9 at 7 p.m.
Isabel, St. Mary, Mon., Mar. 16 at 5 p.m.
Kadoka, Our Lady of Victory, Sun., 
Mar. 8 at Noon
Kennebec, St. Michael, Wed., 
Mar. 25 at 6:30 p.m. CT
Lead, St. Patrick, Sun., 
Mar. 22 at 3:30 p.m.
Lemmon, St. Mary, Sun., 
Mar. 1 at 7 p.m.  
Martin, Sacred Heart, Thur., 
Mar. 12 at 6 p.m.
McLaughlin, St. Bernard, Saturdays 
during Lent 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Midland, St. William, Thur., 
Mar. 19 at 6 p.m.
Milesville, St. Mary, Mon., 
Mar. 16 at 6 p.m.
Murdo, St. Martin, Sun., 
Mar. 22 at 5 p.m. CT
New Underwood, St. John, Thur., 
Mar. 26 at 7 p.m.
Newell, St. Mary, Thur., 
Mar. 19 at 6 p.m.
Phillip, Sacred Heart, Tue., 
Mar. 10 at 6 p.m.
Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills,
Mar. 2 at 7 p.m.
Presho, Christ the King, Sun., 
Mar. 22 at 3 p.m. CT
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament, Mon.,
Mar. 16 at 7 p.m.
Rapid City, Cathedral, Mar. 10 at 7 p.m.
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues, 
Mar. 18 at 7 p.m.
Rapid City, St. Therese, Thur., 
Mar. 12 at 7 p.m.
Reliance, St. Mary, Wed., 
Mar. 18 at 6:30 p.m. CT
Rosebud, St. Bridget, Wed., 
Mar. 25 at 7:30 p.m. CT
Spearfish, St. Joseph, Thur., 
Mar. 5 at 7 p.m.
Sturgis, St. Francis, Tue., 
Mar. 10 at 7 p.m.
Timber Lake, Holy Cross, Sun., 
Mar. 15 at 7 p.m.  
Wall, St. Patrick, Fri., Mar. 13 at 7 p.m.
Winner, Immaculate Conception, Wed.,
Mar. 4 at 7 p.m. CT
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Palm Sunday Brunch
Sunday, March 29, 2015     Noon - 2 p.m.

Doors open at 11:30 a.m.

Ramkota Hotel, Rapid City
Contact us today to reserve your complimentary tickets. All seats reserved. 

348-6086 or (800) 727-2401
A free will offering will be taken at the event

l

MSGR. JAMES PATRICK SHEA, PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MARY, KEYNOTE SPEAKER

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Stephanie Hurd
President 
Catholic Social Services

Msgr. James Shea
President
University of Mary
Keynote Speaker

Jim Kinyon
Executive Director
Catholic Social Services

Susan Meyer
Vice President
Catholic Social Services

Dr. Richard Gowen
Former President
SDSM&T
Master of Ceremonies

The Most Reverend
Robert Gruss
Bishop of Rapid City

‘Teaching for me is a calling — this is where I need to be’
By Becky Berreth

A chorus of “She’s going to Disney-
land,” rang out in Susan Oleson’s first
grade classroom at St. Elizabeth Seton
Elementary School in late December
after a member of the National Catholic
Educational Association had just noti-
fied her that she had been named one of
nine Distinguished Teachers for her
dedication and commitment to excel-
lence in Catholic education. 

“I was told I had a phone call and as
I was picking up the phone Colleen
Lecy, SES principal, came around the
corner and hit the intercom button. The
caller asked the kids, ‘Boys and girls —
do you like Mrs. Oleson as a teacher?’
They all shouted, ‘Yes!’ And he said,
‘Well we do too!’ I was actually speech-
less,” Oleson remembered. “It’s so
humbling. We come in and teach the
kids and to have somebody validate that
is amazing.”

“I think it’s nice to have an opportu-
nity to recognize people,” said Lecy. “I
chose her because of the way she han-
dles her vocation as a Catholic educa-
tor. She is very dedicated to teaching
and to her Catholic faith.” 

In her nomination letter, Lecy em-
phasized Oleson’s work as stated in the
RCCSS’s strategic design using the
virtues of faith, hope, and love to ac-

complish the school’s mission to de-
velop personal and academic excel-
lence in the Catholic tradition. 

In her nomination letter, Lecy writes
that for Oleson, faith is a living virtue
— she is an active member of her
parish, serves on the school chaplaincy
committee, plans activities for faith
family gatherings, and coordinates the
first grade adopt a deacon program. She
exemplifies hope because she never
gives up on students and celebrates
their success. 

Finally, Lecy writes, “Everything
she does is with love. She loves her stu-
dents, speaking of them as a proud
mother speaks about her children.
Susan is loving and accepting towards
parents, even when the parent might
make that difficult.”

As part of the nomination process,
the nominated teacher must also fill out
a form. 

“The questions they asked were
great. As a teacher to  have the oppor-
tunity to reflect on how you teach, how
you work with students and your prac-

tices is powerful. It has made me more
thoughtful and has made me a better
teacher,” said Oleson. 

“Teaching for me is a calling — this
is where I need to be. I love the kids. To
see the excitement on their faces when
they learn something new and to be
able to open a world to them and to
watch their faces is exciting. It’s a labor
of love.”

Oleson has been working for the
Rapid City Catholic School System for
18 years teaching first, second, and
third grades and working part-time with
Project Excel (a gifted student pro-
gram). 

“I was pleased that she is getting
recognition out of such a large pool of
applicants from across the U.S.,” said
Lecy. “I am happy for her and for the
school.” 

“I am so honored to represent the
Rapid City Catholic School System
with this award,” said Oleson. “It shines
a light on the good things we are doing
here.”

The Distinguished Teachers will be

recognized during the annual NCEA
Convention and Expo in April in Or-
lando. It is the largest private education
association gathering in the country and
features professional development ses-
sions, liturgies, and an exhibition of ed-
ucational products and services.

Susan Oleson 
(Rodger Slott/Flashbox Photography)
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for more information, contact
office of national Collections

u.s. Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 fourth street ne

Washington DC 20017-1194
202-541-3346 l ncpromo@usccb.org

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

Please Give Generously to the CatholiC relief serviCes ColleCtion

sPeCial ColleCtion: MarCh 21-22
Contact: Teresa Spiess, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709 l Ph: 605-343-3541 l Email: tspiess@diorc.org

Copyright © 2014, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington D.C. All Rights Reserved. Photo Credit:  © Maria Josephine Wijiastuti/CRS.     70200215



February 27, Friday
sWRC deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, March 17. 

)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org
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February 20, Friday
sLenten Dinners at St. Francis of 

Assisi Church, Sturgis: Every Friday dur-
ing Lent. Begins with Stations of the Cross
and Mass at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner at
6 p.m. Free will donations benefit St. Mar-
tin Chapel and St. Aloysius Cemetery. 

February 21, Saturday
sPrayerful Painting: Using a Lectio

format, this Lenten retreat day will help you
to prayerfully express yourself. No artistic
experience needed. Held at St. Martin
Monastery from 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. $20 fee
includes lunch. )Sr. Terese Marie 605-343-
8011 to preregister or for information. 

February 26, Thursday
sVocation Weekend for Women: Visit

the Marian Sisters and the School Sisters of
Christ the King in Lincoln, Neb. For young
women ages 16 and up. Cost $40. Ends
March 1. )Bridget Decker 605-716-5214
x233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org.

February 27, Friday 
sRetrouvaille: A confidential weekend

that offers hope and help for couples to heal
and renew their marriage relationship. Peer-
to-peer ministry has helped couples expe-
riencing chronic communication problems,
as well as those who thought they were be-
yond hope, already separated or even di-
vorced. Held in Marvin (formerly Blue
Cloud Abbey). Ends March 1. )605-988-
3755 or 8www.retrouvaille.org. 

February 28, Saturday
sCatholic Daughters Day of Recollec-

tion: Held from 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at St.
Therese Church, Rapid City. Father
Jonathon Dillon will present “Victory Over
the World: Letting Christ Conquer.” Open

to all women of the diocese. No charge for
the event. Lunch provided by CDA. Spon-
sored by Court St. Rita #916.

March 6, Friday
sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass

at Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral
Hall, talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch
$6. Everyone welcome. 

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, February 7, be-
gins with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by
8 a.m. Mass and exposition. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-
6202.

March 7, Saturday
sCentering Prayer Workshop: Facili-

tator Sandi Ohlen will provide an in-depth
background and understanding of Center-
ing Prayer and how to bring this prayer of
silence into your life. Open to beginners
and those already practicing. Held at Terra
Sancta Retreat Center from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
$25 fee includes lunch. )Sandi 605-431-
6956. 

March 10, Tuesday
sTouch of Heaven Holy Mass and

Healing Service: Held at St. Katharine
Drexel Church, 1800 S. Katie Ave., Sioux
Falls and March 11 at, St. Benedict Church,
1500 St. Benedict Dr., Yankton. Both
evenings begin with 6:30 p.m. rosary, Mass
7 p.m. and a presentation by Alan Ames
followed by healing prayers. Free will of-
fering. )Julie 605-254-3553.

March 11, Wednesday
sTaizé: Experience the sacred through

song, silence, and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta. 

March 13, Friday
sHeart to Heart — A Weekend 

Retreat for the Engaged: A weekend get-
away for engaged couples to deepen their

relationship with each other and with God
by exploring the Catholic Church’s vision
of marriage. Attendance at a “Heart to
Heart” weekend is required for all couples
planning to be married in the Diocese of
Rapid City. Held at Terra Sancta. Ends
March 15. Next weekend April 24-26. )Jill
at Family Life Ministries 605-716-5214,
x236 or 8jslegner@diorc.org.

sIHM Seminary Visit: Live-in week-
end for young men who are juniors/seniors
in high school and college-aged students
who are interested in knowing more about
the seminary life. Includes a tour of the
campus, discussions, meals and prayers
with seminarians, class attendance, and
time for recreation. No charge for the week-
end. Deadline to register is March 6. Ends
March 16. )Fr. Mark McCormick 605-
484-2161 or 8mmccormick@diorc. org.
Registration forms at www.Gods-call.org.

sTeens Encounter Christ #53: Three
days of evangelization and initiation in the
Paschal Mystery of Christ. For teens and
young adults (17-24). Held at St. Mary
Church, Lemmon. Applications are avail-
able 8www.rapidcitydiocese.org/teca-tec/
)Gloria Maher 701-522-3244 or Lynn
Hahne 605-845-7004.

March 14, Saturday
sNPM Spring Meeting: Begins at 9:30

a.m., at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Mar-

tin. Free event includes sessions on devel-
oping strong music ministries with limited
resources, planning for weddings panel,
and promoting good relationships with pas-
tor and music ministers. RSVP by March 9.
)Kathy Little 605-484-7817 or 8loving
trust@live.com or www.npmrc.org.

March 21, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar

for engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
Held at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish. Pre-
registration required. Next seminar April
18, St. Joseph Church, Spearfish. Atten-
dance is required for all couples planning
to be married in the Diocese of Rapid City.
)Family Life Ministries 605-716-5214 ext
236.

March 23-24, 
Monday-Tuesday

sPastoral Ministry Days: This year’s
theme, “I was a Stranger … Welcoming the
Stranger through Hospitality.” Three
keynote presentations by Bishop Robert
Gruss.  Breakout sessions for priests and
parishes. Open to priests, parish staff, com-
missioned lay ministers, pastoral councils,
stewardship and hospitality committees and
those who are interested in learning more
about what it means to be a faithful steward
through generous hospitality. 8www.PMD
2015.com.
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“All are Welcome!” It’s not just a 
slogan you might have seen for 
stewardship on a poster in your parish.
You are welcome. You belong. Hospi-
tality is the seed of our new stewardship
here in the Diocese of Rapid City. 
With that in mind, let me introduce

myself. I am Father Mark McCormick.
I grew up in Rapid City and I have been
a priest for more than 23 years. I was
called to a priestly vocation; and again
I feel called, and greatly honored, to be
the first director of the new Diocesan
Office of Stewardship. Now you know
a little about me. I hope we can meet,
face to face, and share our “Catholic
Way of Life.”
This is my first monthly column in

the West River Catholic. Together we
will cultivate our gifts of stewardship
and follow our Catholic Way of Life to
intentional discipleship. That is a lot to
digest in one column and sometimes I
get ahead of myself. I hope you’ll join

me on this great journey, led by our
shepherd, Bishop Robert Gruss.
Since stewardship as we will know

it moving forward, is a way of life, we
created a dedicated office, staff and 
materials to help all of us. The first step
was the stewardship logo, which 
embraces the diocesan Stewardship
Mission Statement: To promote the
Catholic Way of Life through Hospital-
ity, Faith and Discipleship. We have of-
fered numerous training sessions
focused on hospitality at locations
around the diocese. During each ses-
sion Bishop Gruss reminded us that
stewardship is not a program, but a way
of life. He invited each parish to create
a stewardship team to extend an invita-
tion to the whole parish to embrace
hospitality, faith and discipleship. 
Bishop Gruss has asked all the

priests and those in other parish groups
and ministries to read “Stewardship, A
Disciple’s Response, A Pastoral Letter
on Stewardship,” from the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
In this letter, the bishops define a Chris-
tian Steward as “One who receives
God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and
tends them in a responsible and ac-
countable manner, shares them in jus-
tice and love with others, and returns
them as an increase to the Lord.” I hope
your parish is studying this wonderful
letter.
Let me share two major diocesan

stewardship events happening at the
Terra Sancta Retreat Center during the

next several months. The first event is
our annual Pastoral Ministry Days,
Monday and Tuesday, March 23 and
24. The second on Friday and Saturday,
June 12 and 13, is The Summit, which
will become our annual gathering fo-
cused on stewardship. You can find de-
tails on both at our website,
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/stew
ardship/.  
The theme for this year’s Pastoral

Ministry Days is “I Was A Stranger ...
Welcoming the Stranger through 
Hospitality.” Bishop Gruss will give
three keynote presentations: “And You
Welcomed Me,” “Experiencing the
Face of Christ,” and “I was a Stranger
and You Welcomed Me.” 
Other presentations include: “A 

Vision for Welcoming the Stranger,”
“Tools for Welcoming the Stranger,”
and “Stewardship: Looking through the
Lens of Hospitality to the Lens of
Faith.” Breakout sessions for priests
and parishes will focus on parish stew-
ardship and how it can be taken to the
next level. Also, there will be opportu-
nities for prayer and worship. The con-
clusion of the first night will be our
diocesan celebration of the Chrism
Mass at the Cathedral. 
Next, The Summit will inspire us to

build and rebuild healthy communities

of faith, and will provide the opportu-
nity to gain practical knowledge, to 
receive encouragement and to learn
from one another how to live more 
intentionally the “Catholic Way of
Life.” The Summit will include inspir-
ing talks, relevant breakout sessions
and dedicated time to pray and worship
the Lord. 
This is an exciting time to be a

Catholic in the Diocese of Rapid City
as we respond to Bishop Gruss’ invita-
tion to embrace the call of stewardship
by becoming more intentional in our
discipleship. You are welcome here in
our diocese. Together we can embrace
the path to stewardship and disciple-
ship.
As St. Catherine of Siena said, “If

you are what you should be, you will
set the world on fire.” This is the bap-
tismal call of all of us!
Fr. Mark McCormick can be reached

at the Chancery Annex at Terra Sancta,
Rapid City, 605-716-5214 x 235 or 
MMcCormick@diorc.org.

Get ready to set the world on fire
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Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

George Weigel

The
Catholic

Difference

The bilateral diplomacy of the Holy
See is unique in world affairs, in that it
has little or nothing to do with the things
with which diplomats typically occupy
their time: trade issues, security matters,
visas. Rather, the reason why the Vati-
can engages in bilateral diplomacy is to
secure the freedom of the Catholic
Church to be itself in the countries with
which the Holy See has, or wishes to
have, diplomatic relations. To be sure, in
crisis situations, the Holy See’s repre-
sentative in a crumbling or violence-rid-
den state can also serve as an honest
broker amidst contending local parties,
or a voice for persecuted Catholic com-
munities, or a channel for humanitarian
assistance. But whatever the situation,
the first task of the pope’s representative
to another sovereignty is to help main-

Evangelical challenges for Vatican diplomacy
tain free space for the church’s evangel-
ical, sacramental, educational and char-
itable missions, all of which are
essential to what it means to be “the
Catholic Church” in any human situa-
tion.

In Cuba, the role played by Vatican
officials and the archbishop of Havana,
Cardinal Jaime Ortega, in facilitating the
recent agreement between the United
States and Cuba to restore full diplo-
matic relations has significantly raised
the stakes for how the local church in
Cuba, and the Holy See, play their re-
spective hands in the last days of the
Castro regime.

Those “last days” may, alas, be a mat-
ter of years; still, that Castroism has no
future seems obvious to everyone except
the brothers Castro. Some Catholic lead-

ers in Cuba are understandably
concerned to use what openings
may now be available to build up
the church’s infrastructure in that
long-suffering island. But if that
build-up involves a kind of rela-
tionship with the present Cuban
regime that precludes strong,
vocal and visible Catholic sup-
port for those hard-pressed Cuban
human rights activists who form
the core of the post-communist
Cuban civil society of the future,

the evangelical mission of the church in
a post-Castro Cuba could be seriously
imperiled.

Building-while-resisting, and thus
helping accelerate the change toward a
post-Castro future: that is the challenge
for Cuban Catholicism, which will face
the daunting task of re-converting Cuba
in the 21st century. The local church
should be firmly supported in both as-
pects of that work, the building and the
resisting, by the Holy See.

Then there’s the new thaw in the
Holy See’s relations with the People’s
Republic of China. It’s no secret that
senior Vatican diplomats have long
sought full diplomatic exchange at the
ambassadorial level with the PRC; the
theory is that such diplomatic recogni-
tion will give the Catholic Church a
more secure place at the table as China
determines its future. But here, too,
there are evangelical concerns to be con-
sidered.

Full diplomatic relations between the
Holy See and the PRC would require the
Vatican to sever its diplomatic ties with
Taiwan — the first Chinese democracy
in that ancient country’s 5,000-year his-
tory. And while there is nothing inex-
orable about a transition to democracy
in mainland China, there does seem
something inherently unstable about

communist regimes — especially if
they’ve been sitting atop a substantial
middle class that’s not going to accept
political disenfranchisement indefi-
nitely. If and when a Chinese democratic
revolution happens, too close a relation-
ship with a faltering communist regime
with a long history of persecuting Chris-
tians and pro-democracy activists could
be an obstacle to the evangelization of
China — which, when it fully opens it-
self to the world, will be the greatest
field of Christian mission since the Eu-
ropeans came to the western hemisphere
in the 16th century.   

We may be sure that Evangelical
Protestants and Mormons, who will not
be burdened by having had diplomatic
relations with the PRC, are already
thinking hard about their missions in a
post-communist China. That, too,
should concentrate Catholic minds on
how the alleged benefits of a deal be-
tween the Vatican and the current
regime in Beijing are to be weighed
against the potential perils to the new
evangelization in a post-communist
China.

George Weigel is a senior fellow of
the Ethics and Public Policy Center in
Washington, D.C. 

MARCH
Universal: Scientists
That those involved in scientific research
may serve the well-being of the whole
human person.
Evangelization: Contribution of Women
That the unique contribution of women to
the life of the Church may be recognized
always.



Columns10    WRC February 2015

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje 

visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

In 
Exile

“Dear children! Also today I call you: live your vocation in prayer. Now, as never be-
fore, Satan wants to suffocate man and his soul by his contagious wind of hatred and
unrest. In many hearts there is no joy because there is no God or prayer. Hatred and
war are growing from day to day. I am calling you, little children, begin anew, with en-
thusiasm, the walk of holiness and love; since I have come among you because of
this. Together let us be love and forgiveness for all those who know and want to love
only with a human love and not with that immeasurable love of God to which God
calls you. Little children, may hope in a better tomorrow always be in your heart.
Thank you for having responded to my call.” 1/25/15

Most all of us
worry about
aging, espe-
cially in how
it affects our
bodies. We
worry about
wrinkles,
bags under
our eyes,
middle-age
fat, and losing
hair where we
want it only to
find it on places where
we don’t want it. So every now and
then, when we look in a mirror or see
a recent photograph of ourselves, we
are shocked at our own faces and
bodies, almost not recognizing our-
selves as we see an old face and old
body where we are used to seeing a
young one.

But examining ourselves for signs
of aging isn’t a bad practice, except
that we should be looking for things
other than wrinkles, loose skin, hair
loss, and weight gain. With these bod-
ily things, nature eventually has its
way. Where we should be looking for
signs of aging is in our eyes. It’s there
where the real signs of aging and se-
nility reveal themselves. 

If we were to set up a mirror and
stare straight into our own eyes, what
would we see? Are our eyes tired, un-
enthusiastic, cynical, lifeless, dead?
Do they radiate mostly anger and jeal-

ousy? Is there any fire there? Are they
so deadened as to be incapable of
being surprised? Have they lost their
innocence? Is there still a child buried
somewhere behind them?

The real signs of senility are be-
trayed by the eyes, not the body.
Loose skin merely reveals that we
are aging physically, nothing more.
Bodies age and die in a process as in-

evitable and natural as the changing
of the seasons, but dead eyes signify a
more deadly senility, something less
natural, a fatigued spirit. Spirits are
meant to be forever young, forever
childlike, forever innocent. They are
not meant to deaden and die. But they
can die through a lack of passion,
through the illusion of familiarity,
through a loss of innocence and won-
der, through a fatigue of the spirit, and
through practical despair. 

Despair is a curious thing. Mostly
we despair not because we grow
weary of the shortcomings and suffer-
ings in life and, at last, find life too
much to take. Rather we despair for
the opposite reason, namely, we grow
cynical of joy. Joy lies in experiencing
life as fresh, as novel, as primal, as a
child does, with a certain purity of
spirit. This type of joy is not pleasure,
though there’s pleasure in it. Pleasure
of course can be had without joy but
that kind of pleasure is the product of
a lack of wonder and reverence in ex-
periencing. That kind of pleasure is
initially experienced as a victory, as a

throwing off of naiveté, as liberation;
but it soon turns into defeat, into dull-
ness, boredom, and a deadened eros.
Our palate loses its itch for tasting.
Our enthusiasm dies and a certain fa-
tigue of the soul sets in. There is noth-
ing left in us that’s fresh and young,
and our eyes begin to show this. They
lose their sparkle, their childlikeness. 

In her poignant novel, “Stone
Angel,” Margaret Laurence describes
her heroine, a despairing lady named
Hagar, looking into a mirror and say-
ing to herself: “I stood for a long time,
looking, wondering how a person
could change so much … So gradu-
ally it happens. The face — a brown
and leathery face that wasn’t mine.
Only the eyes were mine, staring as
though to pierce the lying glass and
get beneath to some true image, infi-
nitely distant.” 

A good look in the mirror for most
of us, sadly, reveals much the same, a
lifeless face that’s not really ours and
dull eyes, our own, but hidden be-
neath a lying glass. Somewhere the
fire has gone out; our eyes and face
are devoid of wonder and innocence.

What’s to be done? We need to take
a good long look at ourselves in a mir-
ror and study our eyes, long and hard,
and let what we see shock us enough
to move us towards the road of un-
learning, of post-sophistication, of
wonder, or renewed innocence. Here’s
the counsel: Go to a mirror and stare

into your eyes long enough until you
see there again the boy or girl who
once inhabited that space. In that,
wonder will be born, a sparkle will 
return and, with it, a freshness that can
make you young again.

Our eyes don’t grow tired, rather
they get buried. That’s what causes the
blank, passionless stare. Bodies tire,
but eyes are windows to the soul, and
they are forever eager to see. One of
the contrasts between Christianity and
Buddhism has to do with the eyes. The
Buddhist saint is always depicted with
his or her eyes shut, while the Chris-
tian saint always has them open. The
Buddhist saint has a sleek, harmo-
nious body, but his or her eyes are
heavy and sealed with sleep. The
Christian saint’s body is wasted to the
bone, but his or her eyes are alive,
hungry, staring. The Buddhist’s eyes
are focused inward. The Christian’s
eyes are staring outwards, hungry, full
of wonder.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theolo-
gian, teacher, and award-winning author,
is President of the Oblate School of Theol-
ogy in San Antonio TX. He can be con-
tacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.  

‘Spirits are meant to be forever young’
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By Laurie Hallstrom

Blessed are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted (Mt 5:4).
“Shattered Hearts … A Grandpar-

ent’s Grief,” is the title of a new sup-
port group established by two local
women. They said the grief they expe-
rienced with the loss of a grandchild
feels different from other forms of sor-
row.   
Lynn Loomer and March Anne 

Erickson, Rapid City, both retired
teachers, have researched and format-
ted a support group for grieving
grandparents. 
They didn’t realize they had some-

thing in common until at the graveside
of Erickson’s granddaughter, Loomer
observed, Erickson was having a hard
time leaving. “I wrapped my arms
around her and said I know what
you’re going through. I have a grand-
daughter who is buried just down the
way,” said Loomer. 
“We started talking and realized

there wasn’t something just for grand-
parents in our community. So we 
decided to start a group. We feel there
is a need for a separate on-going sup-
port group for grandparents.”
Erickson said, “My AARP Maga-

zine had an article centering on grand-
parents who had lost their grand-
children at Sandy Hook (Dec. 12,
2014 elementary school shooting in

Connecticut). I cut it out and I‘m still
in the process of gathering more arti-
cles. We have put together a binder
people can take home and read at their
leisure.”
Loomer discussed one of the arti-

cles which has helped her, “It talks
about a dual grief, not only are you
grieving for the loss of that grandbaby,
but you are also grieving for the pain
your own children are going through.
As a mother you feel your role is to be
strong and it’s difficult to be strong at
that time.” 
Erickson agreed she felt helpless

and did not know how act or what to
say, “It’s over whelming.” She added,
“Sometimes grandparents are called
forgotten mourners. We’re in the 
family, but we are not the parents.” 
At the time Loomer’s grandchild

was stillborn, her own mother was in
the hospital and passed away six
weeks later. Also, she was starting a
new job, so she suppressed her feel-
ings. “I didn’t process it very well, but
when March Anne and I started get-
ting together and sharing, a lot of grief
that had been stuck started to surface
and I have been able to process some
of that,” she said.
It is a peer ministry. “We don’t pre-

tend to be experts at all, we have not
had training in counseling,” said
Loomer. 
Before starting a group, they took

their materials and plans to Jim
Kinyon, executive director of Catholic
Social Services for review. He felt a
there was a need for a grandparents’
grief support group and offered them
the use of the CSS building for meet-
ings. Loomer and Erickson decided to
use a more neutral setting to encour-
age people from other churches to 
attend. They are able to use a room at
the Rapid City Public Library. 
Erickson said, being teachers, they

designed a format for meeting use. “I
wanted something solid in front of us
that we could follow. It helps the 
people who attend know what to ex-
pect,” she said. It also helps the group
stick to the allotted time frame.

Shattered Hearts ...
A Grandparent’s Grief

Saturday Meeting Schedule:
9-10 a.m. 

February 28
March 28
April 25
May 30

Rapid City Public Library 
Helen Hoyt Room 

610 Quincy St., Rapid City.
Contact information:

Lynn Loomer, 
home 605-341-7663 or 
cell 605-381-7662

March Anne Erickson, 
home 605-342-9220 or 
cell 605-484-6648. 

Grandparent’s grief: Addressing a different form of sorrow

March Anne Erickson and Lynn Loomer

Friday, March 6, 
Bishop’s Luncheon

Mass at 11:15 a.m. Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall, talk by
Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6. Every-
one welcome. 
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Pastoral Programs
6%

Administration
10%

Social 
Concerns

11%

Discipleship
Formation

24%

WWBF Allocation 
7% Depreciation

7%

Terra Sancta
Retreat Center 

13%

Evangelization
9%

Development
13 %

Fiscal year 2014 Expenses

Support and Revenue
Gifts and Bequests
Annual Appeal
Investment Income
Diocesan Programs and Misc. Income
Western S.D. Catholic Foundation Grant
Outside Funders (Catholic Missions,

Comm Home Mission, BIMO,
Mission Coop)

We Walk By Faith
Terra Sancta Retreat Center Income
Parish Assessments
Terra Sancta Guild
Net Assets Released From Restriction
Total Revenue

Expenses
Discipleship Formation (Vocations, Faith

Formation, Lay Ministry)
Development & Fund-raising
Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Social Concerns & Family Life
Office of the Bishop and Chancery Adminstration
Evangelization (WRC, Communications, 

TV Mass)
Depreciation
We Walk By Faith (Allocation to Rapid City

Catholic School and 
Newman Center)

Pastoral Programs
Total Expenses

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS

Unrestricted

837,423
1,220,128

266,651
339,298

46,354

130,363
41,425

2,416,648
5,298,290

890,162

482,215
461,192
407,836
365,777
331,218

266,594
255,000

231,220
3,691,214

1,607,076

Restricted

194,684

281,654
155,881
475,000
276,971

168,703

15,698
-2,416,648
-848,057

(848,057)

Restricted

367,407

144,706
i

3,926

516,038

516,038

Total

1,399,514
1,220,128

693,011
495,179
475,000
323,325

168,703
130,363
41,425
19,623

0
4,966,271

890,162

482,215
461,192
407,836
365,777
331,218

266,594
255,000

231,220
3,691,214

1,275,057

2013

778,033
1,083,371

344,083
247,515
475,000
310,692

209,874
102,561
42,275

0
0

3,593,404

695,346

443,093
343,500
404,177
321,358
332,902

250,549
550,000

311,880
3,652,805

(59,401)

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2014
Temporarily     Permanently                              Total Pr. Yr.

ASSETS
Cash & Cash Equivalents
Investments
Receivables
Property & Equipment
Assets held by others
Investment – SM Properties, LLC
Investment – Cash Surrender Life Ins
Miscellaneous Assets

Total Assets

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities
Amounts Held for Others
Debt on Terra Sancta Property

Total Liabilities

NET ASSET
Permanently Restricted
Temporarily Restricted
Unrestricted Designated
Unrestricted Undesignated

Total Net Assets

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

2013

868,939
5,039,499
2,388,403

10,245,855
57,299

500,334
94,861
71,948

19,267,138

224,273
343,867

4,273,352
4,841,492

1,265,847
4,080,211
1,096,167
7,983,421

14,425,646

19,267,138

2014

1,422,105
6,418,287
1,672,877

10,175,961
3,365

497,109
96,404
53,193

20,339,301

258,163
333,853

4,046,582
4,638,598

1,781,885
3,232,154
2,280,289
8,406,375

15,700,703

20,339,301

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2014

Summary of the diocesan finances 
for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2014

Thanks to the continued generosity from many, the Diocese
of Rapid City completed the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014,
in sound financial shape. Unexpected revenue from an estate 
settlement and a successful Annual Diocesan Appeal helped 
provide broad diocesan support for the programs and 
ministries in the diocese, and we are very thankful for your 
support. 

We continue to rely on the help of many outside funders.
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation, Catholic 
Extension Society, Committee on Home Missions, Black and
Indian Mission Office, and the Mission Coop program provide
valuable support to allow us to cover our costs. Many parishes
have also benefited from grants through these entities this last
year. 

Activity at the Terra Sancta Retreat Center continues to
grow and we are excited about having such a wonderful 
facility in our diocese. As reflected on the Statement of 
Financial Position, the diocese had to borrow just over 
$4 million dollars in 2012 to complete the project. The Rapid
City Catholic School System also borrowed over $4 million
dollars for their portion of the project. We continue to look for
additional revenue sources to help us reduce this debt. 

A copy of the full audit is available through the Finance 
Office of the diocese. Your comments and questions are 
welcome. Please direct questions or requests to Suzie 
Lambert, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709, or 
call 605-343-3541.

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As we present our annual diocesan financial reports, I want to thank all of you for your commitment and generosity to

the Diocese of Rapid City, and for your support of the many ministries that provide support to our parishes in carrying on
the mission of the church. 

I believe that we have been good stewards of your financial gifts and at the same time provided a balanced budget. I
want to thank our priests for their important role in making the Annual Diocesan Appeal such a great success and thank
you for generously responding. 

The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation has made significant contributions to our operations and other 
diocesan entities over the past year. We continue to be provided much needed support from Catholic Extension 
Society, Committee on Home Missions, Black and Indian Mission Office, and the Mission Cooperative program of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Please include these entities in your daily prayers. Their support is invaluable in
helping us carry out our ministry. 

Any questions regarding this report can be answered by Suzie Lambert in our Finance Office. Again, I thank you for
your kindness and generous support, which allows the Gospel to continue to be preached in western South Dakota.

Be assured of my continued prayers for you and your  families. May God continue to bless you abundantly.

Diocese of Rapid City
Financial Statement for July 1,2013, through June 30, 2014

Diocesan 
Finance 
Council

Jeff Berzina, Rapid City
Pat Burchill, Rapid City
Bruce Byrum, Spearfish

S. Roy Dishman, Rapid City
Daniel Duffy, Rapid City
Timothy Frost, Rapid City

Ray Hillenbrand, Rapid City
Les Lindskov, Isabel

Rev. Brian Lane, Rapid City
Leisha Nash, Piedmont
Frank Short, Rapid City

Don Stukel, Gregory
Robert Wentz, Piedmont

ExOfficio
Members

Very Rev. Steve Biegler
Suzie Lambert

Margaret Simonson

Investment 
Committee

Jeff Berzina
Pat Burchill  

Bruce Byrum
Ray Hillenbrand

Frank Short
Don Stukel

OFFICE OF BISHOP

February 17, 2015

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY

PO Box 678 l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57709-0678 l (605) 343-3541
Parcel: 606 Cathedral Drive l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57701-5498

February 2015

Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ,

Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss
Bishop of Rapid City

The annual audit for the Diocese of Rapid City was performed
by the accounting firm Ketel Thorstensen, LLP. A copy of the
audit is available for review at the Chancery Office. In 
accordance with the National Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Resolution on Diocesan Financial Reporting, information 
regarding the review and approval of the audit report has
been provided to the Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis.
Your comments and questions are welcome. 

Thank you
to Vicki Coyle, Jerry Kroetch, Wayne Roe, and Ray Smith

for their service as prior members of the council
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Lent is a season of grace to help both
catechumens (those preparing for bap-
tism) and the faithful to enter more
deeply into the paschal mystery. In this
season we are called to conversion, a
renewed sense of our frailty or sinful-
ness, as well as profound trust in the
new life that flows from the death and
resurrection of Christ. The faithful, ever
more attentive to the word of God and
prayer, prepare themselves by fasting,
prayer, and almsgiving. 

According to universal church disci-
pline, all members of the Catholic faith-
ful are bound to acts of penance. In
order that the faithful join in a more
common observance of penance, peni-
tential days are prescribed for praying,
exercising works of charity, and engag-
ing in acts of self-discipline and denial.

The season of Lent affords us with a
40 day retreat to participate in a jour-
ney toward rebirth. The holy season of
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday (Feb.
18) and ends as the celebration of the
Triduum begins during Holy Week.

1. The season of Lent is to be ob-
served by Catholics as a time of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving.

2. Ash Wednesday and Good Fri-
day, in particular, are the most impor-
tant penitential days for the liturgical
year. They are days of both fasting and
abstinence. On these two days only one

full meatless meal is allowed. Two
other meatless meals, sufficient to
maintain strength, may be taken ac-
cording to each one’s needs, but to-
gether they should not equal one full
meal. Eating between meals is not per-
mitted on these two days, but liquids,
including milk and fruit juices, are al-
lowed. When health or ability to work
would be seriously affected, the law
does not oblige. Those who are over 18
years of age and under 60 years of age
are bound to fast on Ash Wednesday
(Feb. 18) and Good Friday (Apr. 3).

3. All Fridays in Lent are days of
abstinence. Everyone 14 years of age or
older is bound to abstain from meat on
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 18) and all Fri-
days during Lent.

4. The observance of the laws of
fast and abstinence are an obligation
for all Catholics. To completely disre-
gard them is a serious matter. Those
whose work or health would be im-
paired are excused from fasting and ab-

staining. The individual’s
conscience can decide if
there is proper cause to ex-
cuse from observance. It is
sinful not to observe this dis-
cipline without a serious rea-
son.

5. Self-imposed fasting
on the other weekdays of

Lent is recommended. Other penances,
such as works of piety and charity, and
other acts of self-denial also are appro-
priate as penitential acts. 

6. Parents and teachers should see
to it that even children not bound by the
laws of fast and abstinence because of
age are brought up in an atmosphere
that is conducive to a sense of penance.

7. The faithful should be clearly
and positively encouraged to partici-

pate in the sacrament of reconciliation
during Lent. Churches will schedule ad-
equate time for confessions before
Easter. (Reconciliation schedules, 4)

8. The liturgical directions of the
Sacramentary and Lectionary must be
faithfully observed regarding all the
special Holy Week rites.

9. Funeral Masses are not allowed
on Holy Thursday (Apr. 2), Good Fri-
day (Apr. 3) or Holy Saturday (Apr. 4)
The funeral rite outside of Mass can be
held in church on those days, with a fu-
neral Mass later.

10. The RCIA is incorporated into
the liturgy of Lent. The Rite of Election
is celebrated on the first Sunday of
Lent. On the third, fourth and fifth Sun-
days of Lent, the Scrutinies take place
during Mass.

Season of Lent draws us more deeply into the paschal mystery
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Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D

Making
Sense of
Bioethics

Bariatric surgery, which often 
involves banding of the stomach, is a
widely used procedure for treating 
severe obesity. Another approach that
relies on an implantable “stomach
pacemaker” also appears poised to 
assist those struggling with significant
weight gain.

Many people have already benefit-
ted from these kinds of surgical inter-
ventions, enabling them to shed a
great deal of weight, improve their
health and get a new lease on life. 

At the same time, however, it’s 
important for us to examine such in-
terventions from an ethical point of
view. It’s not simply a matter of
weight loss, achieved by any means
whatsoever, but a rational decision
made after carefully weighing the
risks, benefits and alternatives.

Bjorn Hofmann, a medical ethicist
who writes about the ethical issues
surrounding obesity-correction tech-
niques notes, “Bariatric surgery is par-
ticularly interesting because it uses
surgical methods to modify healthy or-
gans, is not curative, but offers symp-
tom relief for a condition that is
considered to result from lack of self-
control and is subject to significant
prejudice.” 

The healthy organ that is modified
is the stomach, which may be either
banded or surgically modified with
staples to create a small stomach
pouch. This causes food to be retained
in the small pouch for a longer period
of time, creating a feeling of fullness,
with the effect of reducing how much
a person ingests at a single meal. 

Like any surgical technique,
bariatric surgery has risks associated
with it: Mortality from the surgery 
itself is less than one percent, but
post-surgical leakage into the ab-
domen or malfunction of the outlet
from the stomach pouch can require
further surgeries. Nearly 20 percent of
patients experience chronic gastroin-

Medical assistance with the battle of the bulge
testinal symptoms. Wound infections,
clot formation, vitamin deficiencies,
cardiorespiratory failure, and other
complications like gallstones and 
osteoporosis can also occasionally
arise.

A new device, sometimes described
as a “pacemaker for the stomach,” was
recently approved by regulators at the
Food and Drug Administration. This
rechargeable and implantable device
blocks electrical nerve signals 
between the stomach and the brain
and helps to diminish the feeling of
being hungry. The cost for the small
machine, along with its surgical 
implantation, is expected to run be-
tween $30,000 and $40,000, making it
competitive with various forms of
bariatric surgery.

Because the stomach pacemaker
does not modify the stomach or the 
intestines as organs, but instead re-
duces appetite by blocking electrical
signals in the abdominal vagus nerve,
some of the surgery-related complica-
tions associated with modifying or sta-
pling the stomach are eliminated.
Other surgical complications related to
the insertion of the device into the ab-
domen have sometimes been 
observed, however, as well as adverse
events associated with its use, like
pain, nausea and vomiting. 

Bariatric surgery, it should be
noted, is not universally successful in
terms of the underlying goal of losing
weight and some patients ultimately
regain the weight they lose either
through enlargement of the stomach
pouch or a return to compulsive eating
patterns or both. Results have been
similarly mixed for patients receiving
the stomach pacemaker: some lose
and keep off significant amounts of
weight; others show only negligible
improvements when they are unable to
adhere to the needed life-long changes
in eating habits.

Among the ethical questions that

need to be considered with regard to
surgically-based approaches are:
Should an expensive, invasive and 
potentially risky surgery be routinely
used for an anomaly that might be 
addressed by modifications in diet and
eating habits? What criteria should be
met before such surgery is seriously
considered? 

It is also of ethical importance that
physicians and surgeons not be unduly
influenced by device manufacturers 
to utilize their various stomach band-
ing apparatuses or their pacemaker 
devices.

In 1991, the National Institutes of
Health developed a consensus state-
ment on “Gastrointestinal Surgery for
Severe Obesity” that offers guidance
for clinical decision making. The
statement notes that, beyond having a
serious weight problem, patients seek-
ing therapy for the first time for their
obesity should “generally be encour-
aged to try non-surgical treatment ap-
proaches including dietary counseling,
exercise, behavior modification and
support.”

These broad guidelines are intended
to spark discussion on the part of pa-
tients and their medical team: How
much support has an individual really
received prior to looking into weight

reduction surgery or stomach pace-
maker insertion? Some patients may
have tried diligently for years to lose
weight, while others may have made
only cursory, poorly-supported efforts.
The need for support is also likely to
continue following bariatric surgery or
after the implantation of a stomach
pacemaker. 

In sum, there are notable differ-
ences between such surgical interven-
tions and traditional weight loss
techniques involving exercise and
diet. With the surgical techniques, due
diligence will be required both prior to
and following such interventions, par-
ticularly in light of the ongoing dis-
cussions about the cost-effectiveness,
safety, risks and outcomes of interven-
tional surgery for the overweight 
patient.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. 
See www.ncbcenter.org.
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By Sue Jimmerson

In 2014, the Catholic Church de-
clared February 8, as the first Interna-
tional Day of Prayer and Awareness
against Human Trafficking.  It was also
the Feast Day of St. Josephine Bakhita
from Sudan, who was kidnapped, sold
into slavery, and suffered greatly, phys-
ically and emotionally. Eventually
freed, she became a religious sister and
worked to help others. She was canon-
ized in 2000.
Increased awareness of human traf-

ficking has led to 12 bills being intro-
duced in the U.S. House of
Representatives this session. Rep. Kristi
Noem is prime sponsor of one of these
bills. Recently her office released this
information:
“Every year, between 100,000 and

300,000 young people are at risk of be-
coming victims of human trafficking in
the United States. … Yesterday (Janu-
ary 27), the House passed my biparti-
san Human Trafficking Prevention,
Intervention, and Recovery.
“This legislation takes a three-

pronged approach. First, it helps us
fully understand the problem, what’s
being done to combat it, and any possi-
ble gaps that exist. Second, it puts pro-

visions in place to look into whether
federal programs are working — and
where they can be improved. Finally, it
takes on the challenge of housing for
victims looking to escape trafficking.
Today, there are only 200 beds avail-
able to underage trafficking victims. I
am committed to getting more beds for
survivors. This bill helps accomplish
that by opening existing Department of
Justice grants to facilities who want to
develop or expand services to house un-
derage victims recovering from traf-
ficking.
“My bill was passed alongside 11

others, each of which covered various
aspects of the industry. Some would ad-
dress demand by targeting the websites
that knowingly facilitate the sale of mi-
nors. Others would help ensure sur-
vivors are treated as victims, not
criminals. Still others offer more re-
sources for the youth who are most at
risk, including the homeless, runaways,
and those in the foster care system.” 

Learn more about human traffick-
ing and church programs working
against this at the USCCB Anti-Traf-
ficking Program website
(http://www.usccb.org/about/
anti-trafficking-program/index.cfm ).

Human trafficking awareness 

Survivors of human trafficking carry offertory gifts during a Mass celebrated Feb. 8 at
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington to
mark the International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking. The
Mass was celebrated on the feast of St. Josephine Bakhita, a Sudanese saint who was
kidnapped by Arab slave traders in the 1800s. (CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn)

2015 South Dakota Legislation (as of 2-10-15)
“As far as possible citizens should take an active part in public life”   

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1915).

Here are a few of the 473 bills of interest or concern in SD’s 
current legislative session.

Abortion: HB 1130 prohibits an abortion prepayment before the informed consent
period ends; House 63-4; Senate H&HS hearing 2/11/. HCR 1004 asks the Supreme
Court to reconsider & overturn the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision; House 60-10; Senate
concurred 25-9. Enrolled.
Abuse: SB 70 a mandatory child abuse reporter be available for questions when the
initial report is made; Senate 33-0; to House State Affairs. SB 71 continues the 
Jolene’s Law Task Force studying child sexual abuse in SD; Senate 33-0; to House
State Affairs. SB 168 establishes a legislative task force to study elder abuse in SD;
Senate floor 2/11. HB 1089 bans female genital mutilation in SD; House 61-6; to
Senate H&HS. HB 1212 criminalizes abuse of an unborn child; House Judiciary
hearing 2/11.
Death Penalty: House State Affairs hearings 2/11: HB 1158, a victim’s opposition to
the death penalty be presented at the guilty perpetrator’s presentence hearing; and
HB 1159, any South Dakotan can express opposition to the death penalty when 
applying for a state issued driver’s license or ID card. Bills were deferred to the 41st
day: SB 121 prospectively repeals the death penalty after 7-1-15, replacing it with life
imprisonment without the possibility of parole (does not alter or give cause to alter,
mitigate, or suspend death sentences imposed prior to that date); and SB 122 re-
vises provisions necessary for a jury to impose the death sentence.
Environment: HB 1192 appropriates funds for the protection and enhancement of
wildlife habitat. House 52-15; to Senate Appropriations. SB 152 appropriates funds
from the general fund for mountain pine beetle suppression in SD; Senate Appropria-
tions hearing 2/12.
Family Issues: HB 1155 information on Down syndrome & support programs/ser-
vices be provided to a pregnant mother whose child tests positive for Down syn-
drome; House 52-15; to Senate State Affairs. HB 1195 voids the transgender policy
of the SD High School Activities Assn. and establishes a determinant for identifying a
student’s sexual identity for high school athletics; House 51-16; to Senate State Af-
fairs. 
Human Trafficking: SB 13 requires certain persons convicted of human trafficking
to register as a sex offender; Senate 33-0; House Judiciary. SB 95 revises provisions
related to human trafficking; Senate Judiciary hearing 2/12/15.
Marriage: HB 1211 repeals the requirement for a marriage license and provides for a
marriage certificate; House Local Govt. hearing 2/12/15. HB 1221 authorizes no-fault
divorce in SD; House Judiciary.
Medical care: SB 147 expands Medicaid to individuals with incomes up to 133 per-
cent of federal poverty level plus percent for applicable family size; Senate Appropri-
ations. SB 169 provide medical care, not including abortion, for unborn children
whose mothers are ineligible for Title XIX based on citizenship status; Senate floor
2/11/15.
Religious Freedom: HB 1220 provides for the free exercise of religion and declares
an emergency; House State Affairs. 
Taxes & Work: HB 1189 appropriates funds for tax refunds for elderly and disabled
persons; House 67-0; to Senate Appropriations. HB 1191 appropriates funds for the
Jobs for America’s Graduates program. House 62-5; to Senate Appropriations.
Other: SC 9 Habitat for Humanity Supporters of the Year 2014: The 90th SD Legisla-
ture commemorated the Diocese of Rapid City and other individuals and groups as
Habitat supporters.

Contact legislators: Phone message (House 605-773-3851 
and Senate 605-773-3821) 
E-mail http://legis.sd.gov/Contact/LegislatorEmail.aspx?CurrentSession=True
CAN website: http://www.sfcatholic.org/CAN/content.aspx?id=1013.
SD Legislative website:
http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/default.aspx?Session=2015#HC
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marck, earning a  bachelor’s degree and
a pontical master’s degree (licentiate)
in philosophy at the Catholic Univer-

sity of America in Washington,
D.C. He studied classical
Greek at the University of
Texas at Austin and continued
at the Vatican’s North Ameri-
can College,  studying theol-
ogy at the Gregorian and

Lateran Universities in Rome.
He has studied management at the

University of Chicago’s Graduate
School of Business and is also an alum-
nus of the Institutes for Higher Educa-
tion at the Graduate School of
Education, Harvard University. Monsi-
gnor Shea has worked with Mother
Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity at the
Gift of Peace AIDS Hospice while
teaching religion at two inner-city ele-
mentary schools in Washington, D.C.

Monsignor James Patrick Shea
serves as president of the University of
Mary, Bismarck, N.D. Monsignor Shea
was inaugurated in
2009 as the sixth
president of the
university and, at
the age of 34, be-
came the youngest
college or univer-
sity president in the
United States. He succeeded Sister
Thomas Welder, OSB, who had served
as president for 31 years.
The oldest of eight children, Monsi-

gnor Shea grew up on a dairy and grain
farm near Hazelton, North Dakota, just
38 miles from the University of Mary
campus. He began his undergraduate
work at Jamestown College, majoring
in English and history. He then entered
the seminary for the Diocese of Bis-

In Rome, he served as chaplain for the
Bambino Gesu Children’s Hospital and
also at the Rome campus of the Center
for  Catholic Studies at the University
of Saint Thomas. Following his  ordi-
nation to the priesthood in 2002, he re-
turned to North Dakota and served as
an associate pastor in Bismarck and
Mandan. During that time, he was also
the chaplain and an instructor at Saint
Mary Central High School in Bismarck.
He then served as pastor to parishes

in Killdeer and Halliday (North
Dakota), while teaching at Trinity High
School in Dickinson. Deeply commit-
ted to the education and formation of
young people, he has been an inspira-
tional teacher and  mentor for many stu-
dents.
Monsignor Shea is a Knight Com-

mander of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem. He has served on the Na-

tional Advisory Council to the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops
and the Governor’s Commission on
Education Improvement for the State of
North Dakota.

CSS Palm Sunday speaker worked with Blessed Mother Teresa’s order

Msgr. James Patrick Shea

By Sr. Florence 
McManamen, OSB

sSister Rita Taggart’s obituary ap-
peared in the January West River
Catholic. Sister Rita died on Sunday,
January 11, with many sisters and her
faithful brother, Joe, gathered at her
bedside. Msgr. William 
O’Connell and Father Mark 
McCormick anointed her and prayed
with her before Mass that Sunday. Sis-
ter ministered to the people of God as
a teacher and nurse and as prioress of
the community. After eight years as
prioress she served the community as
treasurer, archivist and as our hospital-
ity coordinator. The community mem-
bers, relatives and friends attended the
Christian Burial Services with Msgr.
O’Connell as presider on January 20.
With the death of three of our sisters
in recent months and that of relatives
and friends we are reminded of the
words of a sister from Mt. Angel. On

the day she died, she said, “Rejoice
with me, my sisters. This is the day
for which I was born.”

sOn Wednesday evenings eight of
our sisters and one of our postulants
attend an interesting Scripture class
organized by Sister Carol Kovarik and
based on the DVD series by Jeff
Cavins. On four Wednesdays of the
year, the Scripture class hosts a con-
firmation group from Blessed Sacra-
ment Church of about thirty students
plus a number of teachers, coordina-
tors and car pool drivers. On January
28, we welcomed the third group for a
tour of the monastery, informational
talks and prayer. The Scripture class
enjoys these evenings too.

sA number of our sisters joined the
guests as participants in the Prayerful
Painting class offered by Sister
Therese Marie Furois. At the close of
the afternoon the group feels exhila-
rated from the time spent mostly in si-

lence as they paint, meditate, and
share their work. Several sisters also
enjoyed the fun evening in celebration
of National Catholic Schools Week
that included the Men in Black basket-
ball game. 

sSister Marmion Howe offered a
Saturday workshop based on a DVD
that featured the changes in the lives

of five women who spent forty days
with the Sisters in a Trappistine
Monastery. Sister Marmion also hosts
a Centering Prayer session every
Thursday evening.

sFebruary 10 we observed the
Solemnity of St. Scholastica, the twin
sister of our patron, St. Benedict, and
we look forward to Lent.

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity

Benedictine Sisters busy with painting, praying and studying Scripture
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‘To be better than the person I used to be’
By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

“Lord I am not worthy that you
should enter under my roof, but only
say the word and my soul shall be
healed” (Roman Missal, 3rd Edition).

Week after week Catholics recite
these words recognizing the omnipo-
tence of God and declaring that we are
undeserving of Gods’ love. We are sin-
ful people who are unworthy of God’s
mercy and healing. How can we begin
to imagine that we are worthy of being
God’s beloved children?
Unworthiness is one of those feel-

ings that can keep us imprisoned. We
constantly look at our histories and
judge that we cannot possibly be good
enough to be a part of church ministry.
We fear the skeletons we have hidden
away in our closets will be revealed. We
use our “not so proud moments” to
make excuses for our lack of involve-
ment: “Lord, I’m not good enough, and
I don’t know what to say or what to
do.” “Lord, ask someone else because
they are better at it than I am. What will
they think of me? They might criticize
me, or make fun of me.”
Feeling unworthy almost kept me

from being ordained a deacon. I had
feelings of fear and inadequacy. I

thought, how can I be a deacon in the
place where everyone knows me and
my skeletons? I fought with this for a
long time prior to my ordination. 
One day a person approached me

and asked me why I was trying to be
better than him or other people on the
reservation. I told him that I was trying
to be better than the person I used to be
and not better than anyone else. The
Holy Spirit intervened and provided me
with an answer that I needed to hear,
too. I was not worthy on my own, but
with God leading me I could do any-
thing. I use many of those skeletons in
my past to relate to others and minister
to them in their struggles. “To be better
than the person I used to be” is a godly
goal for all of us, Lakota and people of
all heritages.
Let’s look back and recall just who

Jesus first called to ministry in the
church. Jesus called a ragtag group of
men who were sinners and just ordi-
nary guys. They were tradesmen and
made their living as fishermen. They
too had skeletons in their closets, and
were not worthy to stand with the Lord
and be a part of his ministry. No one is
worthy to serve as a leader in the
church. Everyone has regrets of past in-
discretions. We are imperfect and sin-
ful individuals similar to the first
apostles.

The evil one is cunning and uses our
insecurities and feelings of unworthi-
ness to keep us from ministering and
becoming leaders in the church.  We are
continuously drawn back to times in
our past when we were at our lowest.
That’s how the evil one keeps us from
responding to God’s call and from
being the person God intended us to be. 
Jesus is the one who deems us wor-

thy. His call makes us worthy to serve.
In the gospel of Matthew 26: 69-75, we
read of Peter, the Rock, who denied
Jesus three times. In John’s Gospel he
was given the opportunity to tell Jesus
three times that he loved him. What an
amazing turn around, a story of for-
giveness and acceptance. Jesus contin-
ually offers us the opportunity of
forgiveness. He accepts that we are
weak human beings that often fall and
need the grace of healing. He is the one
who calls us worthy and we become the
beloved children of God. 
At Pentecost, Acts 2:1-11; the Holy

Spirit came upon the apostles like a
driving wind and as tongues of fire.
They were cowering behind locked

doors and were suddenly emboldened
and became courageous to go out and
testify to the Good News of Jesus.
The Lord uses our shortcomings, our

histories and our skeletons to change
hearts and lead people to him. We are
called to become Jesus to our brothers
and sisters. When we share our gospel
stories of heartache, tragedy, and hope-
lessness we share with others how
Jesus healed our hearts, brought us out
of darkness and changed our lives. We
are sharing the Good News of Jesus
coming into our hearts.

‘... before a rooster crows,
you will deny Me three

times.’
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The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining
the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations
of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara
Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted 
privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All
information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to
report alleged abuse to civil authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

Mar 1: Silent Retreat, VSI Masters 
Silent Retreat, St. Therese (Rapid City)
Confirmation Retreat

Mar 3: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast; 
Chancery Dept Head Meeting

Mar 4: RCCSS Admin Meeting; 
Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer

Mar 5: The Flame
Mar 6: VSI Small Group Meeting
Mar 7: VSI Workshop; VSI Small Group 
Meetings; Centering Prayer Workshop

Mar 7-8: St. Francis of Assisi (Sturgis) 
Confirmation Retreat

Mar 11: Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer;
Taizé

Mar 12: Birthright Monthly Meeting
Mar 13: Private Event 
Mar 13-15: Heart to Heart 
Mar 15: OLBH (Piedmont) First 
Communion Retreat

Mar 17: Young Life Staff Planning Day
Mar 18: Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer
Mar 20-21: Family Event 
Mar 20-22: Pine Ridge Reservation
Confirmation Retreat

Mar 21: BHADA Monthly Meeting; 
Cursillo Workshop; Social Justice 
Commission Meeting

Mar 22-24: Pastoral Ministry Days
Mar 25: RCCSS Admin Meeting; 

Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer

Mar 26-29: Jackpot SOYO
Mar 27-29: VSI Basic Retreat
Mar 28: RCIA Palm Sunday Retreat
Mar 30: STM Juniors/Seniors Interview 
Workshops/Luncheon

Mar 31-Apr 8: Prayer Labyrinth
Apr 1: Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer
Apr 5: Closed for Easter
Apr 8: Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer;

Taizé
Apr 9: Birthright Monthly Meeting; 
The Flame

Apr 10-11: VSI Small Group Meetings; 
Family Event 

Apr 11: VSI Workshops; Diocesan 
Men’s Retreat

Apr 13: RCCSS Planning Meeting; Fiat
Apr 15: Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer
Apr 16-19: BHADA Spring Retreat;
Private Retreat

Apr 18: Joseph’s Way — God’s 
Greatness for Men

Apr 21: Young Life Staff Planning Day; 
BH A&M Club – Aggie Muster

Apr 22: Chancery Staff Appreciation
Mass/Luncheon; Lectio Divina/
Centering Prayer

Apr 24-26: Heart to Heart
Apr 24-29: Private Retreat
Apr 27: VSI Small Group Meeting
Apr 29: Lectio Divina/Centering Prayer

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule Married 
Sweethearts
Two couples tied for the

honor of “Longest Married
Couple” at the annual dioce-
san Married Sweethearts
Mass, Dinner/Dance held,
Saturday, Feb. 7, in celebra-
tion of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ World Marriage Day,
Feb. 8. The event was spon-
sored by Family Life Min-
istries. 
(L-R) Peter and Matura Pelayic and Wes and  Karen Mendenhall were both

married on June 21, 1958. Both were awarded bouquets. The Pelayic’s belong
to Blessed Sacrament Parish, Rapid City, and the Mendenhalls are members of
Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont. (Photo by Kathy Cordes) 
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Marie Thuente, 96, of Brecken-
ridge, Minn., passed away at 
St. Francis Health Care Campus in
Breckenridge on Sunday, January 18.
Mass of Christian Burial was held
January 21, at St. Mary Church,
Breckenridge. Father Joseph 
Backowski and Father Jerry Nordick, 
celebrants. Interment is in the parish
cemetery.
She was born on the family farm

near Kent, Minn., on June 27, 1918,
one of four children born to William
and Mathilda (Nordick) Thuente. She
was raised on the family farm and at-
tended country school. Following her
schooling, she worked for neighboring
families in the Kent area. 
In 1949, she began working as a

housekeeper in Glenwood, Minn, for
Father Harold Dimmerling. When he
became Bishop of the Diocese of
Rapid City in 1969, Marie moved with
him to Rapid City. Following his 
passing in 1987, she moved to Breck-
enridge to be closer to her family. 
She was a housekeeper for 38

years, dutifully serving several differ-

ent priests during
that time. 
Marie enjoyed

knitting, crochet-
ing, and solving
word puzzles. She
was a talented
quilter. She had
sewn hundreds of
quilts for others,
of which her 
favorite pattern was the Lone Star
quilt.
She was a member of the 

St. Margaret Court of Foresters and 
St. Mary Church. 
Marie was the ‘favorite aunt’ to all

of her nieces and nephews. She is 
survived by her sister, Dolores 
Holecek of Breckenridge; sister-in-
law, Marilu Thurman of Canyon City,
Colo.; nine nieces and nephews; 15
great-nieces and nephews; and many
great-great nieces and nephews. 
She is preceded in death by her 

parents, William and Mathilda; and
her brothers, Clarence and Dennis;
and brother-in-law, Bernard Holecek.

Marie Thuente, 96, Bishop Dimmerling’s housekeeper

Marie Thuente

Assisted suicide bills working their way
through states, courts
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Assisted suicide is legal in only four states cur-

rently, but several other jurisdictions are considering passing legislation to le-
galize the practice. If there is a saving grace, it is that no federal legislation to
enshrine physician-assisted suicide in law is planned. Actually, two previous
federal laws addressed assisted suicide, according to Richard Doerflinger, as-
sociate director of the U.S. bishops’ Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities. A 1997
law called the Assisted Suicide Funding Restriction Act “keeps federal money
out of all assisted suicide,” Doerflinger said. When Oregon established its as-
sisted suicide law, the state “had to create an entirely separate account with
state funds,” he added. The other law is the more recent Affordable Care Act,
passed in 2010. “We have pro-life problems with the Affordable Care Act, but
this is one of the victories,” Doerflinger told Catholic News Service. There is
a provision in it that prevents state or local governments receiving federal
funds to implement the law from withholding funds from those individuals or
institutions which refuse to participate in assisted suicide. The state on most
people’s radar screen on the issue is the nation’s largest, California. The
Golden State was the home of Brittany Maynard, who moved to Oregon last
year after she discovered she had terminal cancer. She intentionally chose a
state where physician-assisted suicide was legal.
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Right to Life vigil
Members of St. Anthony of Padua Parish in Hot Springs joined Hot Springs Area
Right to Life members in a candlelight vigil on January 22, the 42nd obser-
vance of the U.S. Supreme Court Roe v. Wade abortion decision. Joining them
also was visiting priest Fr. James Ward, CM, (seventh from the right) who was
conducting a parish mission at St. Anthony. (Photo by Michael Burg)

News Briefs
National Pastoral Musi-
cians hold winter meeting
St. Anthony Church, Hot Springs,

hosted the winter NPM meeting in Jan-
uary. 
Christy Leichtnam provided tips on

conducting from the keyboard. Center-
ing on younger parish community
members, Teresa Spiess talked about
youth in music ministry, focusing on
the need to involve youth in music so
that they feel engaged and motivated to
continue their faith commitment into
adulthood. Jackie Schnittgrund de-
scribed her strategies for music ministry
planning, detailing planning for the
year, considerations in planning, and
utilizing publishing company resources.
All music ministers and clergy are

encouraged to attend NPM meetings.
The next meeting will be March 14 in
Martin.  Educational topics include de-
veloping strong music ministers with
limited resources, cultivating a good
working relationship between the pas-
tor and the music ministers, and a panel
discussion on wedding planning. Please
contact Kathy Little at 605.484.7817 or
lovingtrust@live.com by March 9 to

confirm a complimentary luncheon
reservation.

Knights of Columbus
host bowling tournament
The Knights of Columbus Council

#8025, St. Therese the Little Flower
Church, Rapid City, sponsored the 2nd
annual Coats for Kids Bowling Tourna-
ment in February.  Seven teams  partic-
ipated in the event, raising $1,600 for
purchasing new coats to donate to the
program. The afternoon included three
games, prizes, and a strike pot. 
Coats for Kids is a program that col-

lects donations of new or gently used
coats in the fall, to be distributed to
low-income children kindergarten to
fifth grade.
42nd Hour of Reflection
The Pierre Area Right to Life and the

South Dakota Right to Life sponsored
an hour of reflection in January at the
state capitol in Pierre. The program, ti-
tled “Professing the Pro-Life Message
in the Public Square,” was an ecumeni-
cal event that included the closing
prayer given by Father Ron Garry, Ft.
Pierre. The Pierre/Ft. Pierre Knights of
Columbus and Catholic Daughters also
participated in the event. 

KC Lifetime Achievement Award

Rick Wisser, Grand
Knight, Council #703, 
St. Patrick Church, Lead,
presents Al Gilles with a
Lifetime Achievement
Award for his many 
years of dedication to
the Knights of Columbus. 
(Courtesy photo)

To advertise in the West River Catholic call 
Becky Berreth, 605-343-3541



News22    WRC February 2015

By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Here is a selection of
recent releases that might be suitable for
your spiritual reading during Lent or
throughout the year.

“Lent with Pope Francis: Daily Reflec-
tions and Prayers,” edited by Donna Gi-
aimo, FSP. Pauline Books and Media
(Boston, 2014). 124 pp., $7.95.

“Sacred Silence: Daily Meditations for
Lent,” by Phyllis Zagano. Franciscan Media
(Cincinnati, 2014). 132 pp., $9.99. 

“40 Days, 40 Ways: A New Look at
Lent,” by Marcellino D’Ambrosio. Servant
Books (Cincinnati, 2014). 127 pp., $14.99.

“Bringing Lent Home with St. John
Paul II: Prayers, Reflections and Activities
for Families,” by Donna-Marie Cooper
O’Boyle. Ave Maria Press (Notre Dame, In-
diana, 2014). 96 pp., $2.95.

“Breaking into Joy: Meditations for
Living in the Love of Christ” by Anne
Costa. Word Among Us Press (Frederick,
Maryland, 2014). 220 pp., $10.95.

“Three Minutes a Day,” Volume 49, by

the Christophers. The Christophers (New
York, 2014). 365 pp., $10.

“Flunking Sainthood Every Day: A
Daily Devotional for the Rest of Us,” by
Jana Riess. Paraclete Press (Brewster, Mas-
sachusetts, 2014). 290 pp., $23.99.

“5 Minutes With the Saints: More Spir-
itual Nourishment for Busy Teachers,”
edited by Lou DelFra, CSC, and Ann Primus
Berends. Ave Maria Press (Notre Dame, In-
diana, 2014). 192 pp., $12.95.

“No Bible, No Breakfast! No Bible, No
Bed! Father Larry Richards’ Scripture
Desk Calendar,” by Father Larry Richards.
Word Among Us Press (Frederick, Maryland,
2014). 365 pp., $13.95.

“A Little Daily Wisdom From the Early
Church,” edited by Bernard Bangley. Par-
aclete Press (Brewster, Massachusetts,
2014). 386 pp., $12.99.

“A Daily Catholic Moment: 10 Minutes
a Day Alone with God,” compiled by Peter
Celano. Paraclete Press (Brewster, Massa-
chusetts, 2014). 192 pp., $15.99.

“Peace and Good: Through the Year
With Francis of Assisi,” by Pat McCloskey,

OFM. Franciscan Media (Cincinnati, 2014).
397 pp., $19.99.

“Abide in My Word: 2015 Mass Read-
ings at Your Fingertips,” Word Among Us
Press (Frederick, Maryland, 2014). 578 pp.,
$16.50.

“The American Catholic Almanac: A
Daily Reader of Patriots, Saints, Rogues
and Ordinary People Who Changed the
United States,” by Brian Burch & Emily
Stimpson. Image Books (New York, 2014).
406 pp., $24.

These are the covers of “Lent With Pope Francis: Daily Reflections and
Prayers,” edited by Donna Giaimo, “40 Days, 40 Ways: A New Look at Lent” by
Marcellino D’Ambrosio and “Bringing Lent Home with St. John Paul II: Prayers,
Reflections and Activities for Families” by Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle. (CNS)

New books provide spiritual reading 
during Lent or all year long
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Destiny Big Crow, fourth grade,
looks on as Nevra Murdoch, eighth
grade, reads to her on Buddy Read-
ing Day at Red Cloud Indian
School, Pine Ridge. (Photo cour-
tesy of Christopher Ives, Red
Cloud Indian School)

National Catholic Schools Week
January 25-31, 2015

Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service

t

Fathers Steve Biegler, Marcin Gar-
bacz, Kevin Achbach, and Grant
Gerlach high-five during team in-
troductions for the annual Men in
Black Basketball Game at St.
Thomas More High School. The
night also featured elementary
students vs. faculty and a middle
school vs. faculty volleyball game.
(WRC photo by Becky Berreth) 

First grader Michayla White Eyes
shows off her poster proclaiming
religion as her reason for liking 
Red Cloud Indian School. (Photo
courtesy of Christopher Ives, Red
Cloud Indian School)

t
t

tSt. Thomas More High School
junior Hannah Hanson and senior
Abby Simmons perform a scene
from “The Great Pandemonium”
for parents and friends before re-
gionals. The cast received a supe-
rior acting award at the State One
Act competition in early February.
It was STM's first trip to state.
(WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

HORATIO ALGER
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

Red Cloud Indian School senior Jamie
Richards has earned the prestigious Hora-
tio Alger Scholarship. The competitive
scholarship supports young people who
have overcome challenges in their lives in
order to pursue higher education. For
Jamie, this means she is one step closer to
achieving her dream of going to college and
becoming a health care professional.

To earn the scholarship, she wrote sev-
eral personal essays where she reflected on
overcoming adversity in her life, how she
was supported and inspired, and how she
will prevent future challenges from holding
her back. Jamie noted that the application
was difficult, but with
the help of Anne Grass,
one of her teachers, she
was able to write
strong essays and meet
her deadlines.

“I’m proud of
Jamie. She has devel-
oped an impressive
work ethic and consis-
tently goes above and
beyond.” said Grass. “I get a lot of inspira-
tion from her and believe she is very de-
serving of this honor.”

Now, as a 2015 Horatio Alger scholar,
Jamie is looking to the future with wide
eyes and nervous excitement.

“When I looked at my email and I saw
the word ‘congratulations,’ I seriously
bawled tears of happiness,” said Jamie. “It’s
just such an honor; I’m really happy to get
this.”

For her essays, Jamie focused on one of
the biggest challenges she had ever faced
— her parents’ divorce and the suicides of
a family member and her best friend. 

“It was one of the hardest times in my
life, but my grandma helped me get back
into my culture,” she said.  “She took me to
a sweatlodge ceremony and to other cere-
monies, and it was the start of my healing
process.”

As Jamie healed, her faith grew stronger
and helped her maintain a positive outlook
on life. Today, her spirituality continues to
help steer and support her as she prepares
for and considers the next chapter.

Jamie Richards

(Story courtesy of Red Cloud Indian School.
See more at www.redcloudschool.org)
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movies.htm.

Now 
Playing

Y Mouth at ters
February 201524    WRC

Classifications

By Father 
Jonathan Dillon
Associate Pastor

Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help

Have you ever been to an
event with thousands of peo-
ple in attendance? It’s loud,
and the personal bubble that
we have come to know and
love virtually disappears.
What about an event with
10,000 people? One would
be right in expecting a kind
of nearly claustrophobic ex-
perience. I know I was —
and there was silence.

To witness thousands of
college students from over
100 universities across the
nation kneeling on concrete,
chanting the Mass, or
silently worshiping Our
Lord, was one of the most
profound experiences of my
priesthood to date. These
young men and women
knew who was before them
on the altar and their love
was so very apparent. This is
just one of my experiences

at the SEEK2015 Confer-
ence (presented by Fellow-
ship of Catholic University
Students) in Nashville,
Tenn., with Newman Center
students from Black Hills
State University and South
Dakota School of Mines and
Technology. 

The men and women who
attended SEEK2015 in Janu-
ary are normal college stu-
dents, and needless to say
after attending Mass, the
talking, laughing, and shoul-
der-scrunching shuffle to the
next event took place. What
are you going to do? There
were more than 10,000 peo-
ple there! But I found myself
incredibly moved through-
out our week. It became ob-
vious there was something
else afoot. The joy that radi-
ated from their faces and
their faith was anything but
normal. The fact that they
chose to give up a week of
their Christmas vacation to
attend the conference, and to
engage and grow in their

discipleship of Jesus Christ
with each other was a pro-
foundly un-normal choice —
it was grace-filled, FOCUS
worked with the grace pres-
ent. 

The conference’s spiritual
curriculum consisted of
daily celebration of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass, con-
fessions being heard at every
hour, adoration, praise and
worship, et cetera. And as
the old saying goes, “grace
builds upon nature.” So in
addition to amazing opportu-
nities to encounter Christ in
prayer, FOCUS brought in
heavy hitting speakers to ad-
dress the students on the
topics of virtue. Men and
women split up and went to
conferences in the morning
where each was encouraged
in authentic Catholic mas-
culinity and femininity. 

There were talks about
the truths of our faith, the
difficulties that we face liv-
ing in a secular culture, and
what relationships should

be. The evenings were filled
with entertainment and
keynote speakers. Every-
thing we did together was
about being and becoming
that icon of joy and faithful-
ness that God created us to
be.

SEEK2015 was an eye
opening experience for me.
While as a church we face
an increasingly hostile alien-
ation by the secular culture,
the youth of Christ’s church
are undaunted by the chal-
lenges that lay before us.
I’ve seen it with my own
eyes. Their joy, founded
upon the solid rock of their
faith, should give hope to
every Catholic that the Holy
Spirit is alive and well in our
church. He is drawing for-
ward new bold and faithful
witnesses to the Gospel, and
whether they are silent or
loud, the joy of this new
Catholic generation is conta-
gious. The challenge for us,
at least myself, will be to
keep up with them!

Faithfulness and Joy: Catholic College Students Attend FOCUS Conference 

Do not say ‘I am only a youth’
By Valerie Valle

Courtesy of the Office of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry

God hopes in you. The eternal
word, the creator of the universe, the Alpha and the
Omega hopes in you. He believes you have what it takes.
We give up on ourselves so quickly and we expect 
God to do the same thing. We put limits on God’s love and
mercy. It’s so easy to do. We find ourselves making the
same mistake, falling short yet again and the voice in our
head whispers: Do you really think he’s going to forgive you
again? What’s wrong with you? You’re a failure. We forget
that God is not like us.

To read more visit: 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/not-say-youth-3/

Representatives from Black Hills State University and the
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology Newman
Centers pose for a photo while in Nashville, Tenn., at the
SEEK2015 conference. (Courtesy photo)

Seventh Son (Universal)
An accessible throwback to Satur-
day matinee serials and mid-20th-
century action-adventure films,
this half-baked yet unobjectionable
tale follows a knight (Jeff Bridges)
and his young apprentice (Ben
Barnes) as they battle a demonic
cadre of supernatural assassins led
by a witch queen (Julianne Moore).
Russian director Sergei Bodrov
proves adept at providing stirring 3-
D visuals and orchestrating thrilling
sequences in which live action and
21st-century special effects mesh
in a manner that furthers the plot
and showcases the natural beauty
of the British Columbia scenery.
This facility does not carry over to
Bodrov’s handling of his lead actor,
however, since Bridges’ distract-
ingly idiosyncratic performance
makes it feel as though the Dude
from “The Big Lebowski” has been
teleported into this action-fantasy
milieu. Frequent strong yet blood-
free fantasy violence, much fright-
ening imagery involving monsters
and demonic creatures, several
uses of crass language. The
Catholic News Service classification
is A-II — adults and adolescents.
The Motion Picture Association of
America rating is PG-13 — parents
strongly cautioned. Some material
may be inappropriate for children
under 13.

Jupiter Ascending.................A-III
Kingsman: The Secret Service ..A-III
Whiplash ...............................L
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