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Trinity Mutchler from 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Church, Keystone, won first
place in Bishop Robert
Gruss’ Christmas card con-
test. Organizers hope to

make it an annual
event. For more 
information on the
2014 contest 
winners, see page 4.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
This great mystery of Christmas is far more than a holiday. A savior has been

born for us “who is Messiah and Lord.” In other words, God chose to 
become poor so that we could become rich through his saving love. May we all
come before him in humility, trust, and adoration. 
You have the assurance of my thoughts and prayers for you and your 

families during this wonderful season and throughout the year. You will be 
remembered in a special way at Christmas Mass. May Christ’s love bring you a
life of generous hospitality, a lively faith, and dedicated discipleship.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year – 
Wanikiya Tonpi Wowiyuskin nahán Omaka Teca Oiyokipi 

- ¡Feliz Navidad y próspero año nuevo!
Peace and love in Christ,

+Bishop Robert Gruss

“The angel said
to them, “Do
not be afraid;
for behold, I
proclaim to you
good news of
great joy that
will be for all
the people. For
today in the city
of David a 
savior has been
born for you
who is Messiah
and Lord. 
~ Luke 2:10-11

Thursday, January 1, 
Solemnity of Mary, Holy

Mother of God,
Holy Day of Obligation
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So many of us, or at least those near
my age and older, have had the experi-
ence of being taught in Catholic schools
by members of religious orders or con-
gregations. The women and men reli-
gious have had a very profound impact
in the life of the Catholic Church all
throughout her history. In fact, their
unique contribution to the church since
apostolic times has helped form the
church and Catholic Institutions into
what they are today. The church is eter-
nally grateful. 
One doesn’t have to look far to see

the impact these women and men have
made in the Diocese of Rapid City
throughout our history. The religious
communities who are currently serving
our diocese include Jesuits Fathers and
Brothers, Sacred Heart Fathers, the
Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter, Bene-
dictine Sisters of St. Martin Monastery,
School Sisters of Notre Dame, the Con-
gregation of Notre Dame, Franciscan
Sisters, Dominican Sisters, and Sisters
of Christian Charity.  Many orders have
served in the past, as well, including
Redemptorists, Holy Cross Sisters,
Marist Fathers and Brothers, Oblate
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, Sis-
ters of St. Joseph, Sisters of the Living
Word, Sisters of Mercy, Benedictine
Fathers and Brothers, Benedictine Sis-
ters from Yankton and Bismarck,
Daughters of Charity, Sisters of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Sisters of the Living Word, Par-
aclete Fathers, Third Order Regular
Franciscan Fathers, Xaverian Brothers,
Sisters of the Divine Savior, Sacred
Heart Brothers, and School Sisters of
St. Francis.  
Our diocese has been very blessed

for the service and ministry provided by
these women and men. Their unique
and special form of Christian disciple-
ship has always been a sign to the world
of how they have been chosen to imi-
tate Christ more closely through the
profession of the evangelical counsels
— chastity, poverty, and obedience.
These religious men and women in con-
secrated life, men and women who are
part of secular institutes, consecrated
virgins, and hermits give witness to the
presence of Christ in the world as they
bring his compassion and love to those
in need, and their lives of prayer help
sustain Christ’s mission in the world.
Almost 50 years following the Sec-

ond Vatican Council’s decree on the
Adaptation and Renewal of Religious
Life, Perfectae Caritatis, Pope Francis
has convoked the Year for Consecrated
Life with the aim of expressing the

“beauty and preciousness of this unique
form” of Christian discipleship. The
Year for Consecrated Life began on No-
vember 30, the first Sunday of Advent,
and concludes on February 2, 2016,
World Day of Prayer of Consecrated
Life.
In invoking this special Year, Pope

Francis issued a challenge to conse-
crated men and women, inviting them
to lives of courage, communion and
joy. The Holy Father “wanted to dedi-
cate the year 2015 to consecrated men
and women of the whole church,” who
have been called by the Lord “to a life
(that is) closer to the God of Love, by
means of evangelical councils.”
Pope Francis, on the occasion of this
Year of Consecrated Life, will also
grant plenary indulgences, with the cus-
tomary conditions (sacramental confes-
sion, Eucharistic communion and
prayer in keeping with the intentions of
the Supreme Pontiff) to all members of
the institutes of consecrated life and
other truly repentant faithful moved by
a spirit of charity, again, starting from
the first Sunday of Advent this year
until February 2, 2016, the day of the
closure of the Year of Consecrated Life.
The indulgence may also be offered for
departed souls in Purgatory.

Indulgences may be obtained:
sIn Rome, in participation in the in-

ternational meetings and celebrations
established in the calendar of the Con-
gregation for the Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and the Societies of
Apostolic Life, and pious reflection on
for a suitable period of time, conclud-
ing with the Lord’s Prayer, the Profes-
sion of Faith in any legitimate approved
form, and invocations of the Virgin
Mary;

sIn all the particular churches, dur-
ing the days devoted to consecrated life
in the diocese, and during diocesan cel-
ebrations organized for the Year of
Consecrated Life, by visiting the cathe-
dral or another sacred place designated
with the consent of the Ordinary of the

place, or a convent church or oratory of
a cloistered monastery, and publicly
reciting the Liturgy of the Hours or
through spending a suitable period of
time of devout reflection, concluding
with the Lord’s Prayer, the Profession
of Faith in any legitimate approved
form, and pious invocations of the Vir-
gin Mary.
Members of the Institutes of Conse-

crated Life who, on account of ill
health or other serious reasons are pre-
vented from visiting these sacred
places, may nonetheless receive Ple-
nary Indulgence if, completely de-
tached from any type of sin and with
the intention of being able to fulfill the
three usual conditions as soon as pos-
sible, devoutly carry out the spiritual
visit and offer their illness and the hard-
ships of their life to God the merciful
through Mary, with the addition of the
prayers as above.
The Diocese of Rapid City will cel-

ebrate this Year of Consecrated Life in
various ways. More information will be
provided in the future. As we enter into
the Year of Consecrated Life, please
pray for all those who have made com-
mitments to the consecrated life, and be
sure to thank them for their generosity
to the church. May they continue to be
inspired by Jesus Christ, be led by the
Holy Spirit to be a leaven in the world,
and respond generously to God’s gift of
their vocations.
On behalf of the whole diocese, I

thank all of the men and women reli-
gious, consecrated virgins, and those
who are part of secular institutes for
your faithful witness to the joy of the
Gospel. May God continue to bless
your vocation abundantly!

Prayer for the Year of 
Consecrated Life

O God, throughout the ages you
have called women and men to pur-
sue lives of perfect charity through
the evangelical counsels of poverty,
chastity, and obedience. During this
Year of Consecrated Life, we give
you thanks for these courageous wit-
nesses of Faith and models of inspi-
ration. Their pursuit of holy lives
teaches us to make a more perfect of-
fer ing of ourselves to you. Continue
to enrich your Church by calling
forth sons and daugh ters who, having
found the pearl of great price, treas-
ure the Kingdom of Heaven above all
things. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated Life
And Vocations www.usccb.org/cclv or
www.usccb.org

© 2014, United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Logo courtesy of National
Religious Vocation Conference. Used with
permission.

Diocese of Rapid City has been blessed by religious/consecrated

Bishop’s calendar is on page 14
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Father Peter Kovarik died on No-
vember 28, as the result of an airplane
crash in Eastern Montana.
Peter Mark Kovarik was born to

Marge and Richard Kovarik on Janu-
ary 7, 1964, in Rapid City. He attended
Perpetual Help Grade School and grad-
uated from St. Martin Academy in
1982. He was a member of the Boy
Scouts of America and achieved Eagle
Scout status. Peter studied at S.D.
School of Mines & Technology, Rapid
City, and transferred to Immaculate
Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona,
Minn. He then attended the major sem-
inary at Mount St. Mary’s in Emmits-
burg, Md. 
He was ordained by Archbishop

(then-Bishop) Charles Chaput to the
priesthood for the Diocese of Rapid

City on June 6, 1991. He
began his ministry at
Blessed Sacrament Parish
in Rapid City. He served
at Our Lady of the Black
Hills in Piedmont, Holy
Cross in Timber Lake, St.
Mary in Isabel, Holy
Rosary in Trail City, St.
Anthony of Padua in Hot
Springs, St. John the Bap-
tist in Custer, St. James in
Edgemont, St. Rose of
Lima in Hill City, Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help in Rapid City, and
at the time of his death, St. Patrick in
Lead and St. Ambrose in Deadwood. 
Father Peter received an award for

excellence in his role as a chaplain for
Ft. Meade Veteran’s Hospital. He
served on the Presbyteral Board as
dean of Deanery 3; he also served on
the Parish Contingency Board and
Parish Accounting Committee. In

2005, he took a sabbatical
to attend the Institute for
Continuing Theological
Education at North Ameri-
can College in Vatican
City.
Father Peter enjoyed

landscaping and gardening
at his various parishes. He
was also an avid outdoors-
man. He enjoyed hiking,
flying, boating, hunting,
and snowboarding among
other outdoor activities.
He appreciated home-
cooked meals and spend-

ing time with parishioners, extended
family, and friends.
He is survived by his parents,

Richard and Marge Kovarik, Rapid
City; two sisters, Kathleen Kovarik,
Rapid City, and Camille Kovarik,
Spokane, Wash.; two brothers, Thomas
(Pam) Kovarik, Seattle, Wash., and
Stephen (Virginia) Kovarik, Rapid

Fr. Peter Kovarik

City; three nieces, Christa, Madalyn,
and Cara; three nephews, Nicholas,
Dennis, and Nathan; and one great-
niece, Caeli. He also leaves his faithful
English Setter hunting companion,
Bubba.
Christian Wake Services were 

Dec. 4 at the cathedral. Funeral Mass
was held Dec. 5 at the cathedral. Due to
a recent surgery, Bishop Robert Gruss
was not able to preside at the funeral.
He was in attendance and offered his
condolence to the family and the priests
of the diocese at the end of the Mass.
Father Steve Biegler, the Vicar General,
was the presider and preached the hom-
ily. Interment was at Pine Lawn Me-
morial Park, Rapid City.
The family suggests memorials to

the Diocesan Seminarian Burses, 
Diocese of Rapid City, PO Box 678,
Rapid City, SD 57709.
Friends and family may sign an on-

line guestbook and leave condolence
wishes at www.osheimschmidt.com.

Fr. Peter Kovarik, 50, diocesan priest

Father Jim Michalski, SJ,
was called to eternal life on
December 6, following a short
battle with an aggressive can-
cer. He died in hospice care in
the presence of Jesuit brothers
and friends. He was 72 years
old, a Jesuit for 54 years, and
a priest for 42 years.
Born on April 30, 1942, in

Milwaukee, Wisc., he at-
tended St. Veronica’s Grade
School and Marquette Univer-
sity High School before enter-
ing the Society in 1960 at the
Jesuit College in St. Bonifacius, Minn.
Jim went through the normal course of
studies — juniorate at St. Bonifacius,
philosophy at St. Louis University and
theology studies at Regis College,
Toronto — before being ordained on
June 8, 1972, at the Church of the
Gesu, Milwaukee. He made tertianship

in Dindigul, Madu-
rai Province, India,
and pronounced
final vows on April
22, 1980.
As a regent, Fa-

ther Jim taught at St.
Ignatius High
School, Cleveland,
Ohio, and continued
in the secondary ed-
ucation apostolate at
Creighton Prep,
Omaha, Ne., after
ordination. At both

places he taught English; at Prep he
chaired the Theology Department and
designed the Freshman Retreat pro-
gram, a model that numerous schools
across the country have since adopted.
Following tertianship, he went to
Kampala, Uganda. There he helped
establish the new Jesuit residence,

served as vocation director, and
worked in the National Youth Office.
After six years in Africa and a year’s
sabbatical, Father Jim returned to
Omaha where he began research into
establishing a Jesuit presence in north
Omaha. To educate young black men
and keep them out of gangs, he and
three other Jesuits  began the 
Mulumba House Jesuit Community in
1995. A year later, Father Jim became
the founding president of the Jesuit
Middle School of Omaha and its
chaplain and religion teacher. By the
time he moved on in 2011, the Jesuit
Middle School of Omaha (now Jesuit
Academy) had become a respected
and integral part of the north Omaha
African American community.  
In 2012, Father Jim took up a new

assignment among the Lakota at 

Fr. Jim Michalski, SJ, 72, served on the Rosebud Reservation

Fr. Jim Michalski, SJ

MICHALSKI, CONTINUED 4
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For the first time, Bishop Robert Gruss held an art contest to determine the
cover of his Christmas card. It was open to students in grades 1-12 throughout the
Diocese of Rapid City. Sixty-four young artists, ranging in ages from 5 to 16 years
old, submitted 8.5 x 11” drawings and paintings. 
As part of the incentive to enter, Bishop Gruss offered to have a pizza party

with the winners and their parents. It has been scheduled for January 10. Also, the
first place entry received a $25 gift card, second place received a $15 gift card
and the third place winner garnered a $10 gift certificate. 
As entries were submitted, they were given a number to ensure anonymity and

scanned onto a disc for the five judges. Judges for the 2014 contest included
Bishop Gruss; Becky Berreth, assistant editor of the West River Catholic and so-

And the winners are...
cial media specialist; John Fenske of Fenske Media; Deacon Jim Scherr of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help; and Sr. Therese Marie Furois, OSB,
who teaches lessons in combining art with prayer at St. Martin Monastery. 
Interestingly, the first and second place winners came from the same family. 
First place: 10-year-old Trinity Mutchler from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in 

Keystone. Her artwork is featured on the cover of this month’s diocesan 
newspaper. 

Second place: 13-year-old Grace Mutchler from Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in
Keystone. Their parents are David and Peggy Mutchler, Keystone. 

Third place: 9-year-old Noah Schaefbauer from Cathedral Parish. His dad is
David Schaefbauer. 

St. Francis Mission, Rosebud Reserva-
tion. Though his work there was pri-
marily in parishes, he left his mark
across the reservation, including on
those he visited in prison and at hospi-
tals. Illness returned Father Jim to
Omaha in the late fall of this year.  
In many ways Father Jim was a

trailblazer.  His regency at St. Ig-
natius, Cleveland, was decades ahead
of the merging of the Chicago, Detroit
and Wisconsin Provinces. The Fresh-
man Retreat program at Creighton
Prep, missionary activity in Eastern
Africa, and tireless work establishing
a Jesuit presence in north Omaha all
forged new paths for the society. Fa-

ther Jim embraced all of these with
great generosity, energy and cheerful-
ness. In recent years, he continued to
exemplify Jesuit availability by dedi-
cating himself to the people of the
Rosebud Indian Reservation. 
A wake service was held December

9 at St. John Church, Omaha. The
furneral Mass was held December 10
at St. John Church. Burial is in Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery, Omaha.
Messages of condolence may be

sent to the following: Creighton Uni-
versity Jesuit Community, 2500 Cali-
fornia Plaza, Omaha, NE 68178. 
Or send to: Kino Jesuit Community, 

PO Box 499, St. Francis, SD 57572.

MICHALSKI, FROM 3
Parishioners of St. Patrick Church, Lead, and St. Ambrose Church, Deadwood
are mourning the loss of their pastor who died in a private plane crash, 
Nov. 28. The Lead-Deadwood Ministerial Association along with Fr. Ed Vanorny

of Rapid City held a
memorial service
for Fr. Peter 
Kovarik, Dec. 11, at
St. Patrick Church.
Ministers from 
several denomina-
tions spoke. Dennes
Barrett took this
photo in April while
flying with 
Fr. Peter Kovarik. 

Memorial Service
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Drawing for Pie & Coffee 
with Bishop Robert Gruss
I would like to invite you to consider taking part in our 

second online survey, which is a follow-up to our first on 
hospitality. I value your insights and opinions. Please use the
computer link listed below. From those who respond to the 
survey, I will randomly draw the names of 50 individuals or a
combination of couples and individuals to total 50 people who
will be invited to a gathering with me for coffee and pie on
Sunday, February 1, at Terra Sancta, 2 p.m.
Surveys must be completed and submitted no later than

Monday, January 19, to qualify for the drawing.
Thank you for helping me shape the future of our lives together
as faithful stewards by living lives of hospitality, faith, and 
discipleship in our Catholic way of life. 

+ Bishop Robert Gruss
Survey can be found online at: 

www.rapidcitydiocese/stewardship.org. The Chancery will be closed December 24 & 25 for Christmas and 
December 31 & January 1 for the Solemnity of Mary.

As a Major Sponsor ...
You are cordially invited to attend a reception party

Saturday evening, 
March 28, 2015

You will have the opportunity to meet 
The Most Reverend Robert D. Gruss, 
and Msgr. James P. Shea, our keynote
speaker for the Palm Sunday Brunch

CSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS: President, Stephanie Hurd; Vice President, Susan Meyer; Secretary, Pam Fritz; 

Treasurer, Cassie Ward; Executive Director, Jim Kinyon 
MEMBERS: David DiMaria, Dr. Steven Massopust, Lisa Kendrick Wesolick, Pam Fritz, 

Stephanie Hurd, Brenda Wills, Cassie Ward, Susan Meyer, Jon Kellar, Rick Soulek, Cory Fisher,
Susan Raposa and Bishop Robert Gruss

Serving people of all faiths in western South Dakota

Major Sponsorship Levels
$2,000

Saint’s Circle
$1,500

Sacred Circle
$1,000

Holy Circle
$500

Bishop’s Circle
Yes, I would like to help CSS fulfill its mission by sponsoring the annual Palm Sunday Brunch.

I have enclosed a check in the amount of: $ Please bill me: $

Amount to be charged: $ Signature:

Print name exactly as it appears on this card

Billing address City State Zip Phone (incl. area code)

Card expiration date

529 Kansas City Street l Rapid City, SD 57701 l (605) 348-6086 l toll free (800) 727-2401
fax (605) 348-1050 l css@cssrapidcity.com l www.CatholicSocialServicesRapidCity.com (PayPal)

As a major sponsor, you will be recognized in the Palm Sunday 
event program, at the brunch, and in the CSS quarterly newsletter.

I cannot be a major sponsor at this time, but I have enclosed a check for $ to help
Catholic Social Services provide critical services.

Name: Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: E-mail:

Palm Sunday 
Brunch 2015

“Living the Joy of the Gospel”
By Monsignor James P. Shea
President - University of Mary
Keynote Speaker

Please join us in our mission of service by sponsoring
the Palm Sunday Brunch on March 29, 2015, beginning at 
12 Noon at the Ramkota Convention Center in Rapid City.

Your sponsorship helps defray brunch expenses, allowing Catholic Social Services 
to direct all proceeds raised during the event to those in need of CSS services

Msgr. James P. Shea
President of the 
University of Mary

Msgr. Shea was inaugurated in 2009 as
the sixth president of the university and,
at the age of 34 became the youngest
college or university president in the
United States. 

o o

o

I will pay by credit card:___MC___VISA  Acct #: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   

Number of complimentary tickets to the brunch: Adults: Children under 10:
I have paid via PayPal online at www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com — Palm Sunday Brunch

o

Keynote
Speaker
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2015 Married 
Sweethearts

Mass & 
Dinner-Dance

“A Sweet Kiss 
Shared by Two”

Saturday, Feb. 7, 2015

Mass at 5:30 p.m.
Blessed Sacrament Church
4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City 
Rev. Brian Lane, presiding
Dinner-Dance Following Mass — $60 per Couple 
Stagestop Receptions, Piedmont (I-90 at Exit 48, behind Ramada Inn)

Menu: Slow Cooked Roast Beef, Salmon with Dill Sauce
Potatoes with Herbs & Butter

Green Beans with Bacon, Spinach Salad with Strawberries, 
Dessert

Dinner Catered by Stagestop Receptions
Dance to Music by Complete Music

Make checks payable to: Diocese of Rapid City
Registration Deadline: Wednesday, January 21, 2015

(Sorry, no late registrations will be accepted!)

For a registration form contact:
Family Life Ministries, 2101 City Springs Rd., Suite 200

Rapid City, SD 57702, or call 716-5214 ext. 236,

Archbishop Blase J. Cupich shows a
stole bearing the crest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago during a rite
of welcome Nov. 17 at Holy Name
Cathedral in Chicago. Archbishop 
Cupich is Pope Francis' first major 
appointment for the hierarchy of the
U.S. Catholic Church. Forty-two 
people from the Diocese of Rapid City 
attended various events held Nov.17
and 18. (CNS photo/John Smerciak,
Catholic New World)

By Catholic News Service

CHICAGO — Less than a week
after he was installed in his new posi-
tion, Chicago Archbishop Blase J. Cu-
pich had a brief private meeting with
President Barack Obama when the
president visited the city to promote his
executive actions on immigration. 
In an interview aired on CBS’s “Face

the Nation” Nov. 30, the archbishop
said that he and the U.S. bishops sup-
port the president’s efforts. He ex-
pressed gratitude for the plan to help
immigrants who lack legal status, en-
abling them to “come out of the shad-
ows” and live out aspirations for a
better life that “were placed in their
hearts by God. We have to attend to
that. It’s not just something they want

on their own. God has always called us
to a better life.”
In the CBS program, recorded before

his meeting with President Obama,
Archbishop Cupich said: “It’s been too
long of a time for people to wait for
comprehensive immigration reform.
We see this as an important first step,
hopefully to jumpstart legislation.”
On Nov. 25, he and President Obama

met at the Copernicus Center Chicago,
where the president was speaking to
rally support for his immigration initia-
tives. The meeting lasted seven min-
utes, according to archdiocesan
spokeswoman Colleen Dolan.
At an event later that day, Arch-

bishop Cupich said the meeting focused
on the immigration actions President

Obama announced Nov. 20. The arch-
bishop said he thanked the president for
his actions. The plans Obama an-
nounced include a program to defer de-
portation for potentially more than 4
million people who are in the U.S. ille-
gally but who have children who are
U.S. citizens or legal residents, and
make other changes in enforcement pri-
orities. 
In the meeting with President

Obama, as in the CBS interview, Arch-
bishop Cupich said the rules for how
the administrative actions are imple-
mented should include protections so
that people who sign up for the deferred
deportation program are not put at
greater risk of being sent home if the
program is changed under a future pres-
ident.
Archbishop Cupich also posted a

statement about the immigration poli-
cies Nov. 26. In that statement, he said
that, along with his brother bishops, he
wanted to extend his gratitude and sup-
port of the administrative relief meas-
ures.
He listed some of the many organi-

zations run by Catholics and other peo-
ple of faith that have worked to support
immigrant families, “working tirelessly,
sharing in our common goal to allevi-
ate suffering, dispel fear and to remove
the barriers that prevent so many hard-
working men, women and their families
from being able to pursue their God-
given potential and fully share their
God-given gifts.”
However, the statement added, “we

President Obama, Archbishop Cupich meet in Chicago, talk immigration
must not forget that there are millions
of people left out of these recent relief
decisions, still forced to live in the
shadows.”
Work must continue, the statement

said, to support efforts to pass what he
called “comprehensive, compassionate
immigration reform.”
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ANNULMENT INFORMATION MEETING

Thursday, January 29, at 7-8:30 p.m.
St. Mary Church, Lemmon

Monday, February 16, at 7-8:30 p.m.
St. Francis of  Assisi Church, Sturgis

ARE YOU DIVORCED OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS? 

THERE ARE TWO OPPORTUNITIES COMING UP TO GET
THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS AND MANY MORE!

For more information, 
contact Jill, 605-716-5214 ext 236 or jslegner@diorc.org

NO CHARGE to attend.

How does an annulment affect the legitimacy of  my children?  
Does a divorced non-Catholic need to get an annulment before 
marrying a Catholic?  
Do you have to wait for an annulment before getting remarried?  
What if  I am already remarried?  

l

l

l

l

(410 2nd Avenue W.)

(1049 Howard Street)

December 19, Friday
sŚrodowisko Young Adult Event: The

Frosty Film Festival begins at 7 p.m., at
Terra Sancta. Includes holiday movies, hot
cocoa, and popcorn. Check out the Face-
book page www.facebook.com/rcyoung
adults. )Bridget Decker 716-5214 ext 233
or 8Kelly kelafleur@gmail.com.

December 22, Monday
sChristmas Taizé: Sandi Ohlen, fea-

tured soloist, and others will highlight the
story of Christ’s birth through song, silence,
and scripture. Held at 7 p.m. in Holy Cross
Chapel, Terra Sancta. Free will donation. 

January 2, Friday
sBishop’s Luncheon: Mass at 11:15

a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral
Hall, talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6.

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday, January 3, begins

with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8 a.m.
Mass and exposition. Both in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help. )Dr. Kopriva  605-343-6202.

January 3, Saturday
sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Divine

Mercy: Group meets at 9 a.m., Cathedral
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. )Pam Ek-
berg 605-719-9669 or Vivian Ontiveros
605-393-5036.

January 6, Tuesday
sCatholics Returning Home: Six-week

series for those who have been away from
the church and are thinking about returning.
Begins at 7 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament
Church. )Deacon Greg Sass 605-939-0579
or 8http://ReturningCahtolics.net.

January 15, Thursday
sBeginning Experience Level 1 Sepa-

rated, Divorced, & Widowed Support
Group, Coping with Life Alone: Non-de-
nominational group is open to all Christian
men and women who are hurting due to
separation or divorce. Held at St. Therese
the Little Flower Church, Rapid City, at 7
p.m. Registration fee $30; need based
scholarships available. Preregistration re-
quested. )Jill at Family Life Ministries

605-716-5214 ext 236 or 8jslegner@
diorc.org.

January 17, Saturday
sKnights of Columbus Bowling Tour-

nament: Registration begins at 1 p.m. at
Meadowood Lanes, Rapid City. $80 entry
fee for teams of four. Proceeds to benefit
“Coats for Kids.” )605-381-6027 to pre-
register or for information. 

January 19, Monday
sRight to Life Event: Held at St.

Therese the Little Flower at 7 p.m. Bishop
Robert Gruss is the featured speaker. 

January 23, Friday
sHeart to Heart: A Weekend Retreat

for the Engaged: A weekend getaway for
engaged couples to deepen their relation-
ship with each other and with God by ex-
ploring the Catholic Church’s vision of
marriage. Attendance at a “Heart to Heart”
weekend is required for all couples plan-
ning to be married in the Diocese of Rapid
City. Held at Terra Sancta. Ends January 25.
)Jill at Family Life Ministries 605-716-
5214, ext 236 or 8jslegner@diorc.org.

January 26, Monday
sHeal Your Grief Bereavement Sup-

port Group: Eight-week, non-denomina-
tional support group open to Christian
adults who are grieving the loss of a loved
one. Held at Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City, at 7 p.m. )Janece Rieman 605-
343-5547 or Jill 605-716-5214 ext 236.

sMen in Black Basketball Game: Be-

gins with dinner in the STM commons from
5-6 p.m. Tip-off for the basketball game be-
tween the priests and students will be at
6:30 p.m. All are welcome. No charge for
the event. )Bridget Decker,  605-716-2514,
ext 233 or 8bdecker@diorc.org. 

January 31, Saturday
sNPM Winter Meeting: Held at St. An-

thony Church, Hot Springs, 9:30 a.m.-
2 p.m. Free event includes sessions on con-
ducting from the keyboard, youth in music
ministry, and planning strategies. Please
RSVP by January 26. )Kathy Little 605-
484-7817 or 8lovingtrust@live.com.
8www.npmrc.org.

February 14, Saturday
sTeens Encounter Christ: Three days

of evangelization and initiation in the
Paschal Mystery of Christ. For teens and
young adults (17-24). Held at Terra Sancta.
8www.rapidcitydiocese.org/teca-tec/
)Tina Niggeman 605-348-4145. Second
weekend, March 13-15 in Lemmon. 

February 27, Friday 
sRetrouvaille: A confidential weekend

that offers hope and help for couples to heal
and renew their marriage relationship. Peer-
to-peer ministry that has helped couples ex-
periencing chronic communication
problems, as well as those who thought
they were beyond hope, already separated
or even divorced. Held in Marvin (formerly
Blue Cloud Abbey). Ends March 1. )605-
988-3755 or 8www.retrouvaille.org. 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Events Schedule
Jan 2-3: St. John the Evangelist 
(Ft. Pierre) Confirmation Retreat; 
Young Life College Weekend

Jan 7: Centering Prayer/Lectio Divina
Jan 8: Birthright Lunch/Meeting
Jan 9: Srodowisko
Jan 9-10:  Small Group Meetings
Jan 10: VSI Workshops; Cursillo
Workshop; BHADA Meeting/Lunch

Jan 11-14: RCCSS Accreditation Team
Jan 13: Chancery Staff Mass/Breakfast;
Chancery Dept Head Meeting

Jan 14: Centering Prayer/Lectio 
Divina; Taizé

Jan 15: Stewardship Training
Jan16-18: BHQG SOYO
Jan 17-18: Cathedral of OLPH 
(Rapid City) Confirmation Retreat

Jan 20: Young Life Staff Planning Day
Jan 20-22: Good Leaders, 
Good Shepherds

Jan 21: Centering Prayer/Lectio Divina
Jan 23-24: Young Life Leader Retreat
Jan 23-25: Heart to Heart: A Retreat 
Weekend for the Engaged

Jan 26: TSRC Program Development
Committee Meeting

Jan 28: Centering Prayer/Lectio Divina
Jan 30-31: Religious Education Annual
Conference

Jan 30-Feb 1: Our Lady of the Black
Hills (Piedmont) Confirmation Retreat

Jan 31-Feb 1: Just Faith Workshop 
Permanent Diaconate Formation
Program

Feb 2-5: Episcopal Diocese of S.D. 
Clergy Retreat

Feb 3: Chancery Staff Mass/
Breakfast

Feb 4: Centering Prayer/Lectio Divina
Feb 6-7: VSI Small Groups; Blessed 
Sacrament Church (Rapid City) 
Confirmation Retreat

Feb 7: VSI Workshops; Vocations 
Office Holy Hour/Dinner

Feb 8-9: STM Junior Class Retreat
Feb 11: Centering Prayer/

Lectio Divina; Taizé
Feb 12: Birthright Lunch/Meeting
Feb 13-16: BH Area TEC Weekend
Feb17: RCCSS Staff Retreat; Young 
Life Staff Planning Day

Feb18: Centering Prayer/Lectio Divina
Feb 21: Cursillo Workshop; RCIA Rite 
of Election Retreat; BHADA Monthly 
Meeting/Lunch

Feb 25: Centering Prayer/
Lectio Divina

Feb 26-Mar 1: Silent Retreat with
Fr. Michel Mulloy

Feb 27-Mar 1: VSI Masters Retreat
Feb 28: St. Therese (Rapid City) 
Confirmation Retreat
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Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D

Making
Sense of
Bioethics

A recent news report described the
unusual story of a baby’s birth from his
grandmother’s womb. A 29-year old
woman from Sweden, born without a
uterus, received a transplanted womb
from her mother, the same womb that
had brought her into the world a gener-
ation earlier. The woman then became
pregnant through in vitro fertilization
(IVF) and delivered a healthy baby boy. 

The research had been dogged by
controversy and questions: Could a
transplanted womb from a post-
menopausal woman be “triggered”
back into action once it had been intro-
duced into the body of a younger
woman? Could a transplanted uterus ef-
fectively provide nourishment to a
growing baby during all the gestational
stages of a pregnancy? Would such a
costly and risky surgery involving two
people, mother and daughter, donor and
recipient, be justifiable? Are such trans-
plants ultimately ethical? 

The specific circumstances involved
are critical to determining whether this
novel type of transplant is ethical.

Various medical anomalies can
cause a woman to be missing a uterus.
A congenital disease called Rokitansky
syndrome can cause the uterus to de-
velop anomalously, or not form at all.
Uterine cancer or other serious gyne-
cological issues may necessitate that a
woman undergo a hysterectomy, result-
ing in permanent infertility. 

The womb is a unique organ with a
highly specific function, and the trans-
plantation of a healthy womb into a
woman who lacks one due to a birth de-
fect or disease is loosely parallel, some
would say, to a situation where a pa-
tient’s kidney fails, and another person
donates a healthy replacement organ. 

Yet others would say that the womb
is not a vital organ like a kidney, and
while the transplantation of a womb is
directed towards improving a patient’s
quality of life, it clearly does not con-
stitute life-saving surgery like a kidney
transplant. 

Therefore, womb transplants require
strong ethical justifications.

As we reflect on the ethics surround-
ing new medical treatments and tech-
nologies, it can help us to recall the
general principle, enshrined in the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, that the
morality of a human act depends on
three factors: the object, the end, and
the circumstances involved. An act is
morally good only if all three of these
factors are morally good. If any one of
them is bad, we recognize that the over-
all act itself becomes morally bad. 

For example, a diva using her voice
to sing a passage from a famous opera
has the morally good object of per-
forming a beautiful and artistic musical
composition. The end for which a diva
might sing would be to perfect her
singing skills — also morally good. But
if she decides to do it at 3 a.m. in a dor-
mitory, so that it disturbs the sleep of
her neighbors, then the circumstances
would not be good, and we would con-
clude that the action of singing in that
way by the diva is, in fact, morally bad. 

In the case of carrying out a womb
transplant, the object of the act would
be good,  namely, to restore a woman’s
bodily wholeness by transplanting a
healthy womb in situations where she
lacks one. The end for which the womb
transplant would be carried out would
also be good, namely, to achieve a preg-
nancy. 

But particular circumstances can eas-
ily render the womb transplant im-
moral. If the transplant were done for
the purposes of pursuing a pregnancy
through IVF, this circumstance would
render the entire act of the womb trans-
plant morally bad and disordered, given
that IVF is invariably immoral as a
means to engender new human life. All
reported instances thus far of womb
transplants followed by successful preg-
nancies have arisen because of the use
of IVF. A similar problem with the cir-
cumstances of the transplant could arise
if the womb that was used for transplant

had been donated by a healthy woman
still in her reproductive years who har-
bored a contraceptive intention and no
longer desired to have more children of
her own with her husband. In such a sit-
uation, her uterine donation would
cause her to become sterile, and would
represent a seriously flawed moral cir-
cumstance that would likewise render
the action of receiving the transplanted
womb unethical on the part of the other
woman.

When might a womb transplant be
morally acceptable? If a uterus were
transplanted from either a deceased or a
freely-consenting, post-menopausal
woman to another woman whose
ovaries, fallopian tubes and other re-
productive tissues were then able to
function so she could conceive a child
within the marital embrace, rather than
through IVF (and assuming minimal
medical risks to both donor and recipi-
ent), the womb transplant could repre-
sent an ethical means of resolving her
uterine-factor infertility. In conclusion,
the specific circumstances of both the
donor and recipient are crucial in dis-

cerning the ethical appropriateness of
this unusual procedure.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and
did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a
priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and
serves as the Director of Education at The
National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.

When are womb transplants immoral?
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George Weigel

The
Catholic

Difference

Prayer Intentions 
of the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

That “there is no end to the making
of books” is attested by both revela-
tion (see Ecclesiastes 12:12) and a
browse through your local bookstore
— which, if well-stocked, will help
you get the following to deserving
readers on your Christmas list.

N.T. Wright, “Paul: In Fresh Per-
spective” (Fortress Press). The former
Anglican bishop of Durham is the An-
glosphere’s premier biblical scholar
and to read his books is to feel oneself
in the hands of a master-teacher. This
small volume is a distillation of the
analysis in Wright’s massive, two-vol-
ume study, “Paul and the Faithfulness
of God” (the fourth installment in his
masterwork, “Christian Origins and
the Question of God”). It’s a great
read for both information and inspira-
tion, and ought to be a considerable
boon to preachers. 

Jonathan Last, editor, “The Seven
Deadly Virtues” (Templeton Press).
The title comes from a naughty song
in “Camelot,” but in the hands of Last
and his colleagues (all prominent con-
servative writers), the content is not a
celebration of vice but a witty intro-
duction to the virtuous life, crafted es-
pecially for denizens of a culture
deeply confused about right and

wrong — and about the reasons why
doing the right thing makes for happi-
ness. Give it to a regular reader of the
National Catholic Reporter, The Na-
tion or some other publication con-
vinced that conservatives are dour,
cranky meanies — but get one for
your favorite col-
lege student, too.
The culture wars
were never so
much fun. 

Roger Scru-
ton, “Notes from
Underground”
(Beaufort
Books). The dis-
tinguished
British philoso-
pher who (as he
puts it on the
dust jacket) “res-
cued himself
from the acad-
emy twenty
years ago,” adds
to his literary laurels with an evoca-
tive novel of life in Prague during the
last years of communism. The moral
wilderness of mirrors in a police state,
against which Vaclav Havel and John
Paul II counterposed “living in the

truth,” is dissected with insight and
compassion. And while Scruton re-
minds us of just how bad life was in-
side the communist culture of the lie,
he also explores, in an artful way that
never descends to vulgarity, the pas-
sions that could be summoned up by

that experience. The
portrait of a clueless
American legal
philosopher who in-
sists to hard-pressed
Czech dissidents
that abortion is the
first of human rights
is devastatingly deli-
cious.

Fred Kaplan,
“John Quincy
Adams: American
Visionary” (Harper).
If he’s remembered
at all these days, it’s
as portrayed by An-
thony Hopkins in
the film “Amistad;”

but John Quincy Adams was arguably
the most talented and consequential
public servant in American history. He
served in both the Senate and the
House of Representatives, represented
the United States diplomatically as
ambassador to the Netherlands, Prus-
sia, Russia and Great Britain, negoti-
ated the Treaty of Ghent (which ended
the War of 1812), and served as Presi-
dent James Monroe’s secretary of state
before winning the presidency him-
self. Adams spoke multiple languages,
taught at Harvard, was a competent
poet and assiduous diarist, and was
happily married to Louisa Catherine
Johnson for 51 years. It’s hard to
imagine such a man in the sound-bite
politics of today, but it’s good to be re-
minded of the kind of people America
once nurtured, in the hope that re-
membering might inspire us to do so
again. 

Allen C. Guelzo, “Gettysburg: The
Last Invasion” (Vintage Books). There

is certainly no end to the making of
books about the three most decisive
days in American history. But having
read my share of them, I learned a lot
from this latest entry into the lists, par-
ticularly in terms of the logistical con-
cerns behind Robert E. Lee’s two
invasions of the North, and the human
character of the combatants. Guelzo
has mined the materials of the new so-
cial history in service to a fine piece
of good old-fashioned narrative his-
tory.

Evelyn Waugh, “Scoop” (Back
Bay Books). I first read it in high
school; I re-read it for perhaps the
20th time a few months ago. No novel
I know is so consistently entertaining.
Give it to someone condemned to a
long flight in the middle seat. 

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior
Fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy
Center in Washington, D.C. Weigel’s col-
umn is distributed by the Denver Catholic
Register, the official newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Denver. Phone: 303-715-
3215.

Books for readers on your Christmas list

Book reviews to help with 
Christmas shopping.

‘Christmas Magi’
The limited edition 
“Christmas Magi” Forever
stamp was unveiled Nov. 19
at St. John Episcopal Church
at Lafayette Square near the
White House in Washington.
The stamp celebrates the
biblical story of the Three
Kings, the wise men who set
out from the East bearing
gifts for Jesus. (CNS photo
courtesy United States Postal
Service) 

JANUARY
Universal: Peace
That those from diverse religious 
traditions and all people of good will
may work together for peace.

Evangelization: Consecrated Life
That in this year dedicated to conse-
crated life, religious men and women
may rediscover the joy of following
Christ and strive to serve the poor
with zeal.



Columns10    WRC December  2014

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI

In 
Exile

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje 

visionary Marija to give us her message to the world.
“Dear children! In a special way, today I am calling you to prayer. Pray, little 
children, so that you may comprehend who you are and where you need to go. Be
carriers of the good news and be people of hope. Be love for all those who are 
without love. Little children, you will be everything and will achieve everything only
if you pray and are open to God’s will – to God who desires to lead you towards 
eternal life. I am with you and intercede for you from day to day before my Son
Jesus. Thank you for having responded to my call.”11/25/14

turning to us to deal with their reli-
gious desires? Why are so many peo-
ple who are seeking spirituality not
interested in looking at what the
church offers? Why, instead, are they
turning to everything except the
church? Why, indeed, do so many
people have the attitude: “The church

has nothing
to offer me:
I find it bor-
ing, irrele-
vant, caught
up inside its
own petty
issues,
hopelessly
out of step
with my
life.”

Secular-
ity is, no
doubt,
partly to
blame, but
so too are

the churches themselves. There’s an
axiom that says: All atheism is a para-
site off of bad theism. That logic also
holds regarding attitudes towards the
church: Bad attitudes towards the
church feed off bad church practices.

The great Jewish scholar, Rabbi
Abraham Joshua Heschel, would
agree. In his book, “God In Search of
Man,”  he writes: “It is customary to
blame secular science and anti-reli-
gious philosophy for the eclipse of re-
ligion in modern society. It would be
more honest to blame religion for its
own defeats. Religion declined not be-
cause it was refuted, but because it be-
came irrelevant, dull, oppressive, and
insipid. When faith is completely re-
placed by creed, worship by disci-
pline, love by habit; when the crisis of
today is ignored because of the splen-
dor of the past; when faith becomes
an heirloom rather than a living foun-

tain; when religion speaks only in the
name of authority rather than the
voice of compassion — its message
becomes meaningless.” 

Novelist Marilynne Robinson (who
has both a deep sympathy for and a
commitment to the church) echoes
Heschel. For her, as churches today,
we are not radiating the immensity of
God and the larger mystery of Christ.
Rather, despite our good will, we are
too much subordinating the mystery
of Christ to tribalism, resentment,
fear, and self-protection. This is one of
the major reasons for our marginaliza-
tion. Christianity, Robinson submits,
“is too great a narrative to be reduced
to serving any parochial interest or to
be underwritten by any lesser tale.” It
is our narrow attitudes, she believes,
that denigrate the Christian message
and leave the churches, for good 
reason, marginalized: “Undignified,
obscurantist, and xenophobic 
Christianity closes the path for many
to enter the church.” Blaming the
world for our problems, she argues,
does nothing to enhance the respect
the world has for religion or for 
Christianity. The drop-off in church
attendance is very much our own fault
because far too often we are not 
radiating a church with a compassion-
ate embrace and we are not in fact 
addressing the real energies that are
burning inside people. For Robinson,
the secular world isn’t, per se, 
irreligious. Rather it sees our churches
as self-absorbed, non-understanding,

Modern church attendance is dwindling
It’s no secret that today there’s been

a massive drop-off in church atten-
dance. Moreover that drop-off in
church going is not paralleled by the
same widespread growth in atheism
and agnosticism. Rather, more and
more people are claiming to be spiri-
tual but not religious, faith-filled but
not churchgoers. Why this
exodus from our
churches? 

The temptation inside
religious circles is to
blame what’s happening
on secularity. Secular cul-
ture, many people argue, is
perhaps the most powerful
narcotic ever perpetrated
on this planet, both for
good and for bad. It swal-
lows most of us whole
with its seductive prom-
ises of heaven on this side
of eternity. Within our sec-
ularized world, the pursuit
of the good life simply
squeezes out almost all-deeper reli-
gious desire. Interestingly, this is also
the major criticism that Islamic ex-
tremists make of Western culture. For
them it’s a drug, which once ingested,
has no cure. That’s why they want to
block their youth from Western influ-
ences. 

But is this true? Is secular culture
the enemy? Are we, churchgoers, the
last true remnant of God and truth left
standing, prophetic and marginalized
in a society that’s shallow, irreligious,
and godless? Many, including myself,
would argue that this conclusion is far,
far too simple. Secular society can be
shallow, irreligious, and godless;
there’s more than sufficient evidence
for that; but, beneath its shallowness
and its congenital allergy to our
churches, real religious desire still
burns and the churches must ask
themselves: Why aren’t more people

and non-empathetic to its desires, its
wounds, and its needs. And so her
challenge to us, church-goers, is this:
“It behooves anyone who calls him-
self or herself a Christian, any institu-
tion that calls itself a church, to bring
credit to the faith, at very least not to
embarrass or disgrace it. Making God
a tribal deity, our local Baal, is 
embarrassing and disgraceful.” 

Some years ago, I heard an Evan-
gelical minister state the problem this
way: As Christian churches we have
the living water, the water Christ
promised would quench all fires and
all thirsts. But, this is the problem: We
aren’t getting the living water to
where the fires are! Instead we are
spraying water everywhere, except
where it’s burning!

He’s right. The answer to the mass
exodus from our churches is not to
blame the culture; it’s to make better
churches!

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, the-
ologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio,
TX. He can be contacted through his
website www.ronrol heiser.com.  
Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

Spiritual but not religious

‘...we are
spraying

water 
everywhere, 

except
where it’s
burning!’
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Deacon Vernon Rath, 82, of
Spearfish passed away on November 25
at his home. 
Vern was born October 9, 1932, at

Reeder, N.D. to Emil and Leona
(Bartholmy) Rath. He graduated from

Assumption Abbey in
Richardton, N.D.
He was drafted
into the Army
and served
overseas in the
Korean War.
He attended
one year of col-
lege in Fargo,
N.D. He married
Joan Gugel on

August 17, 1959, in McLaughlin and
from this union they were blessed with
six children. They lived in the
McLaughlin area most of their life.
They started a clothing store together,
Rath’s Ready to Wear, and later he
worked at the Farmer’s Elevator where
he became manager for many years. He
was an active member of the Jaycee’s,
Knights of Columbus, McLaughlin
School Board (where he served as pres-
ident for several years), and the
McLaughlin Rodeo Association. He
spent much of his time with his family
as well as enjoying hunting, fishing,
gardening, going to swim meets, and
inviting priests and nuns over for Joan
to feed.

Deacon Vernon Rath, 82, served on Standing Rock Reservation and at Spearfish_________________________________________________________

Dcn. Vern Rath

Consider giving yourself 
the gift of silence

Come Away and Rest in God
February 26-March 1, 2015

with Fr. Michel Mulloy

at Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Register online at http://terrasancta.org/SilentRetreats

Cost includes lodging, meals, and snacks throughout your stay.

Vern was ordained a deacon in the
Diocese of Rapid City by Archbishop
(then-Bishop) Charles Chaput on March
25, 1995. He passionately served this
ministry at St. Bernard, McLaughlin;
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Kennel; St. Bede, Wakpala, and St.
Aloysius, Bullhead. He was part of
TEC, Koinonia, and Cursillo. He was
an inspired homilist and did many bap-
tisms, weddings, and burials. He was
able to baptize and participate in the
marriage celebrations of many of his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
In 2003, Vern and Joan retired to

Spearfish. Vern continued to be active
in ministry at St Joseph, Spearfish. He
enjoyed going to Black Hills State Uni-
versity and Spearfish High School
sporting events as well as keeping up on
professional and college sports. He en-
joyed visits by his kids, grandkids, and
great-grandkids. He loved being every-
body’s “Papa.”
Vigil Service was at St. Joseph

Church in Spearfish, Novmeber 30.
Mass of Christian Burial was December
1 at St. Joseph Church with Bishop
Robert Gruss as celebrant. Burial was at
Black Hills National Cemetery, Sturgis.

In lieu of flowers a memorial has been
stablished to benefit the Diocesan Sem-
inarian Burse, Diocese of Rapid City,
PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709.
Deacon Vern is survived by his wife

Joan, Spearfish; six children, Mary Jo
(Dave) McIsaac, Pocatello, Idaho,
Jacqueline (Kim) Ulmer, Mobridge,
Patrick Rath (Michele Thompson),
Minneapolis, Minn., Thomas Rath,
Bloomington, Minn., Jeffrey Rath,
Spearfish, Michael (Leah) Rath, Mo-
bridge; nine grandchildren, Kersten
(Mike) Verhulst, Spearfish, Eric (Tara)
Ulmer, Spearfish, Michelle (Michael)
Re, Wayne, Pa., Ari Rath, Mobridge,
Lucas, Olivia and Ella Ulmer, Mo-
bridge, and Cheyenne and Shayla Rath,
Mobridge; six great-grandchildren, We-
ston, Jamen, Blaise, and Avery Verhulst,
Zachary Ulmer, and Michael Re; and
two sisters, Norma Gorder, Billings,
Mont., and Sharon (Ron) Edgar, Sutter
Creek, Calif.

Arrangements were under the care of
Fidler-Isburg Funeral Chapels and Cre-
matory Service of Spearfish. Online
condolences may be written at www.fi
dler-isburgfuneralchapels.com.ARE YOU STILL STRUGGLING WITH THE

AFTEREFFECTS OF THE 
ATLAS BLIZZARD?

WE CAN HELP. FOR CONSIDERATION,
PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE AT:

www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com
Click on the ATLAS BLIZZARD Icon 

Complete the Unmet Needs Application 
and return it to:

Catholic Social Services
529 Kansas City Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
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Dear Friends, 
I am pleased to provide you with this 2013-2014 Annual Report of the Rapid

City Catholic School System (RCCSS). The RCCSS maintains a system of 
internal controls and an external audit over financial reporting to
provide reasonable assurance that assets are safeguarded and
transactions are executed in accordance with school policy. 
God continues to bless our students and schools beyond

measure. As you review this report, I’m sure you will agree that
2013-2014 was an exceptional year for the RCCSS. It is our 
desire to be accessible to all who desire a Catholic education.
One way to achieve this goal is through increased tuition 
assistance. Your continued support has made it possible for us to
increase this assistance. Due to the generosity of so many 
individuals, the RCCSS was able to offer over $169,000 in 
tuition assistance during the 2013-2014 school year. The amount
reflects a 44% increase in assistance over this time period. 
The RCCSS saw an increase in enrollment by nine percent. St. Elizabeth

Seton Elementary School at Terra Sancta is attracting many new families, and

the number of families seeking a strong Catholic preschool program is on the
rise. STM Middle School enrollment was at an all-time high and is becoming a
strong feeder program for our high school. Highlights of year included the 

announcement that STM had three National Merit Scholars and one 
Presidential Scholar named from the senior class of 2014. In addition,
the RCCSS Board of Directors was one of six boards across the nation
to receive the Outstanding Board Award from the National Catholic 
Educational Association. 
We look to the beginning of our new school year with great joy and

gratitude. I hope this publication is informative and that you are pleased
with the many great things taking place at the RCCSS. On behalf of our
school community, thank you for your commitment to Catholic 
Education. May God bless you in all things. 

Thanks be to God! 

Barb Honeycutt 

FINANCIAL REPORT
TuiTion raTeS for 2013-2014

Cost Per Student Covered by Tuition

Elementary Middle School High School

Active Catholic $3,256 $3,822 $5,362

In-Active/Non Catholic $4,890 $5,696 $6,751

Diocesan Support 4%
Fundraising 5%
Parish Support 9%
Endowment 4%
Tuition 74%

Registration Fees 3%
Other Income 2%
Total 100%

INCOME

Athletics 1%
Depreciation 9%
Employee Benefits 10%
Facilities 14%
Salaries 56%

Teaching/Office 4%
Administrative 3%
Tuition Assistance 3%
Total 100%

EXPENSES

High
School

Middle
School

Elementary

100%
80%

82%

84%

55%

56%

RCCSS is a non-profit organization that relies on tuition, grants, donations,
and fundraising to meet its yearly expenses. The school’s endowment
ended the year with $4.3M in assets. Income from the endowment was 
released for tuition assistance, faculty/staff benefits, and facility upgrades. 

A complete copy of the Annual Report is available online at rccss.org or 
contact the Development Office. If you are interested in financially supporting
the RCCSS please contact Robert Satter in the Development Office, 348-1477. 
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56%

Presidential Scholarship Award: Established in 1964,
this honor recognizes the Nation’s most distinguished
graduation high school seniors who score exceptionally well on the
SAT or ACT and demonstrate exceptional talent in the visual, 
creative and performing arts. STM High School graduation senior
Nicholas Sieger, was the recipient of this year’s award.

studEnts: abovE & bEyond tHE acadEMic call

D. Duffy

T. Peterson

N. Sieger

We the People: For the first time in STM history, the students in the AP U.S. 
Government class represented STM and South Dakota at the nation competition in
Washington, D.C., in April. 

National Merit Scholar: An academic competition for recognition
and scholarships that began in 1955, high school students enter the
Nationalπ Merit Program by taking the Preliminary SAT/national
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. The test serves as an initial
screen of approximately 1.5 million entrants each year. 
The student must also meet the published program 
entry/participation requirements. Recipients of this 
award are Nicholas Sieger, Torin Peterson, 
and Daniel Duffy. 

of all public and available private school data, st. thomas More High
school graduates had the highest composite nine-year 

average act scores from 2006-2014 in the state of south dakota

2006
24.3
21.8
21.1
21.9

stm

state
national

rc area

2007
23.4
21.9
21.2
22.2

2008
25.3
22

21.1
22.4

2009
25.9
22

21.1
22.2

2010
24.7
21.8
21

22.1

2011
25.2
21.8
21.1
22.1

2012
25.1
21.8
21.1
22.2

2013
24.1
21.9
20.9
22.2

2014
25.7
21.9
21

22.2

20
21
22
23
24
25
26

The average employee has been with us for 8.67 years. Many of our
dedicated staff members have been with the school for over 15
years. The RCCSS would like to recognize the following staff who
celebrated a special anniversary with us. 

Faculty/ staFF awards

Faculty/ staFF
continuing Education

All staff are involved in the AdvancEd Accreditation process 
and are required to obtain continuing education hours
through various workshops, classes, and opportunities

to continue to grow as educators. 
l Kaycee Baye, Anthony Flores, Leanne Hurdel, Ann Trucano, 

Shelby Vickers, Patricia Weisman, and Kathryn Wetzel attended
professional development supplied by the Learning & Thinking 
Institute of the National Math & Science Initiative for ELA and
Mathematics. This training will allow participants free access to 
materials and resources from the Math & Science Institute 
for two years. 

l Anthony Flores attended a Speech Curriculum workshop 
in Aberdeen, which will assist the school in our all-school 
speech contests.

l Kaycee Baye, Joanne Achbach, Ann Walther, and Amy Tweed 
attended the S.D. State Math and Science Conference.

l Barb Honeycutt, Joanne Achbach, Katherine Wetzel, 
Cathy Matthesen, Mary Helen Olsen and Robert Aberle attended
the AdvancEd Accreditation Convention, and Angela Weber 
served on an AdvancEd accreditation team.

l Middle School ELA and computer teachers participated in 
ReadingPlus training with Dr. Bob Arnio of Learning Solutions.

l Barb Honeycutt, Colleen Lecy, Mary Casey, Lisa Kinyon, 
Robert Aberle, Dave Elkjer, Jean Grode, Carol Cooper, and 
Fr. Marcin Grabacz all attended the Pastoral Ministry days hosted 
by the Diocese of Rapid City.

Outstanding Employees of 2013-2014: Nominated by their peers, 
recipients of this award are chosen annually.

Ginny Reinicke
“...a phenomenal teacher, an immense support to her fellow 

teachers, an advocate for her students, and, most importantly,
a model of strong Christian living both in the school 

and in the community.” 
Elizabeth Myscofski

“a caring, hardworking, glowing force ... a true 
‘Magnetic Christian,’ and the type of person you hope 

you will get to see sometime during each day.”

15 Years
Julie Carreiro

Deb Janes
Val King

Theresa Palmer
Shelly Porvasnik

5 years
Julie Halvorson
Cathy Hanson

Megan O’Daniel
10 Years

Rebecca Cronin
Tracy Freidel

Jenny Schweppe
Marcia Werner

20 Years
Jay Colgan

Barb Honeycutt
Colleen Lecy

25 Years
Mary Helen Olsen

Shelby Vickers
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Big News
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput
of Philadelphia is pictured in
front of the official image for
the Sept. 22-27, 2015, World
Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia during a press
conference regarding the
event at the Vatican 
Sept. 16. The image is a 
portrait of the Holy Family
by Philadelphia artist Neilson
Carlin. Pope Francis said he
would attend the World
Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia in September,
making it the first confirmed
stop on what is expected to
be a more extensive papal
visit to North America. (CNS
photo/Massimiliano 
Migliorato)

December 19, Friday
2 p.m. Presbyteral Council, Chancery Conference Room
5 p.m. Christmas Dinner for Priests, Bishop's Residence
December 21, Sunday
Kino Jesuit Christmas Gathering, Sioux Spiritual Center
December 22, Monday
5:30 p.m. Seminarian Mass/Christmas Dinner, Cathedral/Bishop’s Residence 
December 24-25 
Chancery Closed for Christmas
December 24, Wednesday
10 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass, Cathedral 
December 28, Sunday
4:30 p.m. Permanent Deacon Christmas Social, Bishop’s Residence 
December 31-January 1, 2015 
Chancery Closed for Solemnity of Mary
January 2, Friday
11:15 a.m. First Friday Mass and Luncheon, Cathedral 
January 5, Monday
1:30 p.m. CT, Invocation for Investiture of Judge Janine Kern, S.D. Supreme
Court,Capitol Rotunda, Pierre. 
January 10, Saturday
11:30 a.m. Pizza Party for Christmas Card Art Contest Winners,
Bishop's Residence
2:30 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute, Terra Sancta Retreat Center
January 11, Sunday
8 a.m. CT Meeting with Confirmands, St. Isidore, Colome
9 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass – St. Isidore, Colome 
11:30 a.m. CT Meeting with Confirmands, Immaculate Conception, Winner
12:30 p.m. CT Confirmation Mass, Immaculate Conception, Winner
January 13, Tuesday
8 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass – Terra Sancta Retreat Center
9:30 a.m. Chancery Department Head Meeting, Terra Sancta 
6 p.m. Chancery Staff Post-Christmas Social, Bishop's Residence
January 19, Monday
Chancery Closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
7 p.m. Right to Life Rally, St. Therese Church, Rapid City
January 20-22, Tuesday-Thursday
Good Leaders, Good Shepherds, Terra Sancta

Bishop’s Calendar 
December 19, 2014-January 22, 2015

Subject to change without notice
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By Laurie Hallstrom

No one wants to go through a diffi-
cult time, but it is at those moments
when God’s love embraces us and is re-
vealed through other people. 
Pete and Julie Linde live near

Spearfish and attend St. Joseph Church.
After the birth of daughter, Malia, 10
years ago, Julie’s left ovary ruptured.
The doctor removed the ovary and fal-
lopian tube. The Linde’s were told it
was too risky to have another preg-
nancy and Julie was scared. 
She was worried Natural Family

Planning would be inadequate, “I wish
I could say we always followed the
church teaching, but to be honest, it was
a process.” After discussing their situa-
tion with a priest, they started using a
non-abortive form of birth control.
Then, a friend gave her an article by

St. John Paul II, which clarified the
church’s stance on birth control, pro-
hibiting artificial means. “I wasn’t trust-
ing God with that area of our lives,” she
said. After going to confession they
stopped using birth control. A few years
later they attended a healing retreat.
Both husband and wife felt God was
asking them to be open to life again.
“In April 2012, we found out I was

pregnant. I experienced a whole roller
coaster of emotions. Sometimes I felt
excited and peaceful, knowing this was
in God’s hands. But other times I was
terrified for my life,” said Julie. “I kept
praying for St. Gianna Molla’s inter-
cession (an Italian saint who refused
medical care that would harm her un-
born child). Sadly, it wasn’t long before
I had a miscarriage,” said Julie. The
baby was named Gianni (a boy or girl’s
name because they did not know the
gender).
During a doctor’s visit, she was

shocked when the doctor said another
pregnancy would be okay and that they
should not even consider the ruptured
ovary as part of the discernment. The
doctor said it was rare and that the

chances of it happening again were ex-
tremely unlikely.  
During a family trip to Medjugorje,

“I asked Our Lady of Medjugorje for a
miracle, another baby, if it was God’s
will for us. I was given a rose on the last
day, and told that my biggest prayer
would be answered,” Julie continued. 
At Christmas time 2013, they

found out she was pregnant. “We were
excited! I felt such peace this time,
knowing it was God’s will. In the be-
ginning of the pregnancy, my only fears
were of another miscarriage,” she said.
“But as time went on and the due date
came closer and closer, I again faced
fears of dying. I prayed and God and
Our Lady comforted me in various
ways.” 
Julie said, “My biggest devotion is to

the Blessed Mother, and my devotion to
her increased dramatically throughout
this whole experience. In fact, we
named our son Mario in her honor.”
Shortly after her son’s birth on Au-

gust 23, the artery to her right ovary
ruptured. It took time to isolate the
problem. That was the beginning of
emergency room visits, surgeries, and
hospitalizations. After her first surgery
in Spearfish, she was given 8 units
(pints) of blood and transferred to the

hospital in Rapid City. There, surgeons
hesitated to operate because she was
still bleeding. One surgeon was able to
“coil” the artery causing it to clot, and
allowing her condition to stabilize. 
Two days later, another doctor was

able to repair the artery, but had to re-
move the right fallopian tube. The doc-
tors had to leave “old blood” in her,
removing it might have dislodged the
intentional clotting. That old blood
caused immense pain. She spent a cou-
ple of weeks in the hospital. “I was re-
leased, but only to end up back in the
hospital again about a week later.” At
that time, a drain was placed inside her
to remove some of the old blood.  
During this hospital visit, her father

and uncle were in Europe. They went to
Fatima, Portugal, and prayed for her
healing. 
“We started calling my mom ‘Super

Grandma’ because she just came in and
took over — she cared for all five of our
kids, including our newborn.” 
This permitted Pete to stay at his

wife’s side. Julie said, “He was incred-
ible through everything! I have a whole
new understanding of our wedding
vows, ‘In sickness and in health.’”
One of her friends visited her in the

hospital every day, one brought her
Communion, and another gave her a
CD of the rosary. A friend from Rapid
City let her mother and children stay at
his house so they could be close to the
hospital. 
“A nurse allowedme to have a tiny,

tiny, sliver of the Eucharist. It was the
most powerful experience of receiving
Jesus in the Eucharist that I've ever had.
I almost felt like St. Therese — like I
was being transported to heaven in a
way. It was so powerful,” she said. 
She held on to a crucifix, a picture of

Mary, and a rosary, taking them every-
where, to the surgeries, to tests, etc.,
Additionally, their “church family”

came and visited and prayed. Many
commented they felt Mary and angels
in the space. 

“All of my family was praying —
my parents, my sister and brother and
their families, my many aunts, uncles,
and cousins. So many people were
praying for us! We received texts from
people praying for us all across the
country. One text said there were 500
people in one church praying for us. I
don’t even remember where they were
or what kind of a church it was. We
were on so many prayer chains with
people from all denominations. It was
amazing. People were praying for us at
Fatima, Lourdes, and Medjugorje,” she
added. Many priests and religious were
praying for them as well. The late Fr.
Peter Kovarik said a Mass for her.
“Priests came to visit, pray with us, hear
my confession, and bring the Eu-
charist,” she said. 
“People were wonderful! They

brought meals to my mom and the kids
every day when we were in the hospital.
Others brought meals to us when we
were at home. We were given gifts —
baby clothes, blankets, diapers, and
breast milk. Literally, God provided
everything we needed through other
people,” she said. “We are so grateful
for the outpouring of love and support
given to our family during our time of
need. I wish I could name all of the peo-
ple who helped.” 
Now that she is home, Julie said;

“Mario is doing great. He’s such a gift
and blessing to our family. He’s so
worth it!”

The Linde family at the baby’s baptism,
Pete and Julie with children Matthew,16,
Michael, 14, Maryanna,13, Malia, 10 and
Mario, born on August 23. (Courtesy
photo) 

‘I was given a rose and told my biggest prayer would be answered’

Bible Study in Spanish
Join in reflecting on the Sunday read-
ings Wednesdays, 3:45-4:45 p.m., at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City,
in Room 107. Everyone is welcome.
Questions, call Maria S. Munoz at 
791-3430.

Estudio de Biblia
Refleccionando en las lecturas del 
Domingo. Miercoles de 3:45 p.m. a las
4:45 p.m. Todos estan 
Bienvenidos. Salon 107. 
Maria S. Munoz 791-3430. 
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Confronting grief during the Christmas holiday season

(2010 CNS photo/Lisa A. Johnston, St.
Louis Review) 

losses most intensely during these hol-
iday seasons. Over the years I have
learned to share with those who grieve
a Mary (Madonna) and Child image
we don’t think of often during the hol-
idays — the Pieta. The fact is that im-

ages of mother with
child actually book-
end the life of Christ.
The Pieta most

know was done by
Michelangelo and it
is the image Mary

holding the crucified
Christ. Those struggling with grief see
in this image of Mary an expression of
what they feel. Here is an image of a
parent holding in her lap her child
who has been tragically, inexplicably,
and violently take from her. At this
moment she holds in her arms, the one

By Jim Kinyon 
Catholic Social Services 

Executive Director 

Because some have experienced a
recent loss, they may be approaching
the holiday season with
heavy hearts.
Whether it is a divorce

or death these experi-
ences seem so discordant
with the “Merry Christ-
mas” and “Happy New
Year” sentiments most will share with
us this time of year. For some the
good cheer of the season will seem
like God himself is “rubbing our
nose” in our loss.
As a counselor for over 25 years I

have come to know that many individ-
uals and families really feel these

she gave her all to and in whom she
saw such great promise. The tender
love of this woman had for the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes at the
hour of his birth is still a reality as he
is once again placed in her lap. She

questions how this could have hap-
pened, feels forgotten by God and is
overcome by a grief that seems be-
yond conciliation. 
Those in grief know this reality, but

have not yet come to know what Mary
will know three days after holding her
crucified son. They cling to hope and
faith just as she did, but none of us
have yet come to know the reality of
the resurrection. 
Let us pray for those who are going

through the dark night of grief this
Christmas season that they turn to
their mother who knows not only the
depth of their loss, also but the reality
that love can and will conquer all.
That they will know that she holds
their lost loved one in her lap and she
will intercede for not only them but
for those left behind as well. 

Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora  Pray and Work  Ora et Labora 

By Sr. Florence 
McManamen, OSB

The month of November is filled
with liturgical feasts that Benedictines
celebrate. It begins with the Solemnity
of All Saints and includes the Solem-
nity of St. Martin, our patron saint on
November 11, and St. Gertrude, the

patroness of our federation, on No-
vember 16. We remember the 
deceased in a special way on Novem-
ber 2 and all during the month. Ves-
pers are sung on these special feast
days and incense accompanies the
singing of the Magnificat. 
At Thanksgiving, among the myr-

iad of “we are grateful fors,” we are
grateful for Monsignor William
O’Connell’s solicitude in offering
Mass for our community, visiting the
sick in our health care unit and ex-
tending other priestly works to us and
for the other busy priests who come to
offer their services for the blessings of
daily Mass. 
Alexandra Montgomery, a reporter

for KOTA Territory News, visited the
monastery one day. She was im-
pressed with our 125th anniversary
display and our brochure featuring our
rich history of service to the area
through schools, hospitals, and other
ministries and asked if she could 
include our community in the Novem-
ber 23 news. We have had many posi-
tive compliments from those who
viewed the segment. Twenty-five
years ago on or our 100th anniversary,
Sister Mary Daniel Hausmann wrote
the lyrics for an anniversary song and
Sister Eleanor Solon wrote the music.

Sister Eleanor was featured playing
the song while some of our commu-
nity members and oblates sang the
meaningful words. We are grateful
that Alexandra compiled this program.  
In addition to our regular ministries

inside and outside of the monastery,
sisters were involved in other events.
Several of our sisters attended the rib-
bon cutting ceremony at the nearby
Good Samaritan Legacy apartment
building on November 14. 
Sister Lorane Coffin joined the

many attending the ceremonies in
Chicago for Archbishop Blase Cupich;
and Sister Florence McManamen at-
tended the Cursillo weekend at Terra
Sancta. 
Each evening during Advent, the

community gathers around a small
coned spruce branch Advent wreath
for prayer. This, along with the rich
liturgies and Advent activities, readies
us for a meaningful celebration of
Christmas and its season.

Sisters grateful for a myriad of  feasts and people in November

The St. Martin Benedictine Sisters and Oblates were featured on local news,
November 23. They sang an anniversary song in honor of their year-long 125th
anniversary celebration. (Courtesy photo)
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By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh 
Director of Native Ministries

Christmas is a time of year filled
with joy, peace and expectations of
gifts wrapped under the tree. Christ-
mas is the time we celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ. There is so much ex-
citement and anticipation as we make
our wish lists. As a young boy, the
thing I wanted most for Christmas was
for my dad not to drink. Most times
my hopes and dreams for a sober holi-
day were shattered because my father
drank. For a long time I couldn’t un-
derstand why this person I loved and
trusted would choose alcohol over his
family. Why would he drink when he
knew it created sadness and dishar-
mony in our home? I didn’t know
what it meant to be an alcoholic. I
thought he was just a selfish person.
I know a lot of families that experi-

ence similar hardships during the holi-
days and over time our expectations
for a nice holiday diminish and we be-
come angry and bitter. We begin mak-
ing excuses to justify why and begin
blaming ourselves for the shortcom-
ings of the addict. “If only I was a bet-
ter son maybe he won’t drink this
Christmas.” “He works hard and de-
serves a few drinks.” I vowed that I
would never be like my father in
terms of his drinking. I wanted a bet-
ter life. But, of course,  I had to learn
the hard way and find out for myself
how awful alcohol abuse is. 
Alcohol is destroying Native Amer-

ican families and the Lakota way of
life. Alcohol is known as the gift that
keeps on giving; its devastating effects
last for generations. We see the de-
structive effects with the younger gen-
erations becoming addicted. We see
our beautiful children either alcohol
affected, neglected and abused. The
little ones suffer the most because
they have complete trust that the

adults will take care of them. They are
the innocent victims who are left trau-
matized by the actions of the person
who is drunk.
The New Year offers hope and new

beginnings. This New Year let’s lift
up our loved ones who are broken to
the Lord. Christ came to heal the bro-
ken hearted and bring freedom to cap-
tives. What keeps us captive and
where do we need healing in our
lives? Let’s take inventory this New
Year and ask Tunkasila to help us to
be a better relative. Let’s show our
young people who we really are when
we are sober. Remember we are a
proud Lakota people who come from
a heritage of spiritual leaders and war-
riors who value family and a strong
connection to Tunkasila.
Eventually, through the power of

the Holy Spirit, I was able to quit
drinking and turn my life around. My
life has changed for the better and I
greet each new day with a clear mind
and a heart filled with gratitude. I am
fortunate because in many ways I am
like my father, but his greatest weak-
ness has become my greatest strength.
I thank God everyday for my sobriety
and pray that others come to find this
gift.
May God bless you and your loved

ones this Christmas. May he bring so-
briety and good health to your family
this New Year.

Catholic Social Services
Contact: Evelyn Wilder, 
Outpatient Therapist 

605-348-6086 
or css@cssrapidcity.com

Addiction Recovery Program.
Saint Francis Mission: Icimani Ya Waste

Recovery Center
12-hour Family Recovery Program. 

Geraldine Provencial, Director 
605-747-5547

Sioux Spiritual Center
Recovery Retreats

Fr. Peter Etzel, Director
605-985-5906

Sobriety, hope for
new beginnings

Church needs more women theologians
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis said he was pleased that five of the 30 mem-

bers of the International Theological Commission are women, but the body that advises
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, as well as the church in general, need more
women theologians. “They are the strawberries on the cake, but there is need for more,”
the pope said Dec. 5 as he met the members, who were named to a five-year term in July.
Two women served on the commission for the past 10 years; in July the pope named five
new female members, coming from the United States, Canada, Australia, Slovenia and
Austria. “The greater presence of women — although they are not many — is a call to re-
flect on the role women can and must have in the field of theology,” the pope told the com-
mission. Quoting his 2013 apostolic exhortation “The Joy of the Gospel,” Pope Francis
said, “The church acknowledges the indispensable contribution which women make to so-
ciety through the sensitivity, intuition and other distinctive skill sets which they, more
than men, tend to possess.’ I am pleased to see how many women are offering new con-
tributions to theological reflection.” The women theologians, he said, “can reveal, to the
benefit of everyone, certain unexplored aspects of the unfathomable mystery of Christ.”

Christian, Muslim leaders vow to promote peace
ROME (CNS) — Catholic, Anglican, Sunni and Shiite leaders vowed to do all they can

to combat “ugly and hideous” distortions of religion, and to involve more women — often
the first victims of violence — in official interreligious dialogues. Holding the third Chris-
tian-Muslim Summit in Rome Dec. 2-4, the leaders said that while more and more women
are involved in high-level dialogues, there is still much to be done, including recogniz-
ing that “women play a key role in peacebuilding.” The Catholic, Sunni and Shiite dele-
gations at the summit each included one woman scholar; the Anglican delegation included
two women clergy and two female scholars. “Enough is enough. We are brothers in Abra-
ham, we speak different languages, we live in different parts of the world,” but Christi-
anity and Islam both teach that “humanity is one family” and religious leaders have an
obligation to resist attempts to divide brothers and sisters with violence, said Episcopal
Bishop John Bryson Chane of Washington. Bishop Chane spoke Dec. 4 at the final, pub-
lic session of the summit, which concluded with a “call to action” that also included
pledges: to travel together to areas affected by severe violence as a sign to their follow-
ers that Christianity and Islam are religions of peace; to focus more attention on equip-
ping young people to live with respect for other faiths; and to promote collaboration
among Catholic, Anglican and Muslim aid agencies.
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OUR STAFF
Reeny Wilson, 

Director
Rev. Mark McCormick, 

Spiritual Advisor
Barb Fritz, 

Catering Director

Catering Services
Ruth Allison, 

Kitchen Manager/Head Chef
Chrissy Fisher
Amanda Fritz
Cathy Hanson
LInda Hofer
Lisa Kinyon
Barb Phillipe

Hospitality Services
Brett Beyer
Sam Haug

Marianne Hofer
Samantha Hough

Kelsey Koch
Mary Martinez

Michelle Obineche
Meghan Schlichte

Marlys Sears
Elizabeth Wagner
Lisa Wattenhofer

Lizzy Werner
Kerry Wilson
Judy Zetah

Maintenance
Dan Brechtel

OUR ADVISORS
Advisory Committee
Patty Cresalia (2014)
Barb Honeycutt (2014)
Christy Horn (2015)

Larry Williamson (2016)
Reeny Wilson, Chair

Program Development
Rev. Mark McCormick, Chair

Sr. Lorane Coffin, OSB
Lisa Fahey

Tabitha Goodhouse
LuAnn Lindskov

Germaine Little Bear
Rev. Kerry Prendiville

Susan Safford
Dcn. Greg Sass
Nancy Sass

Jill Sowers-Legner
Reeny Wilson

During the past year, we’ve had a
number of different groups stay with
us. What a blessing to have a great
place for people of all faiths to come
away and rest in God! Here are com-
ments from just a few of the more
than 10,000 guests who have joined
us since last December.

Going on retreat at Terra Sancta has
been a wonderful gift. As a member
of Cathedral staff, events like RCIA
Retreats, Confirmation Retreats, Staff
Retreats, Silent Women’s Retreats
(yes, I was silent), Year of Faith and VSI
have all been powerful events be-
cause of the great staff and facilities
at Terra Sancta. I love the Chapels,
the variety of meeting rooms, being
able to spend the night, the FOOD
and the supportive help from staff. My
spiritual life is better because of Terra
Sancta and I look forward to spend-
ing many, many more spirit filled days
and nights there.

Linda Baldwin – Generations of 
Faith Director, RCIA

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City, SD

Terra Sancta is the favorite place for
our Young Life staff, leaders and com-
mittee to go to for retreats, staff
meetings and personal get-a-ways.
Our leaders and staff spend countless
hours every week investing in the lives
of hurting kids, and it can take its toll
on us as we journey with them
through the turbulent waters of ado-
lescence. It is such a blessing to have
a place to get away, spend time with
Jesus and renew our souls, and that
place for our team is Terra Sancta Re-
treat Center. I highly recommend
Terra Sancta for anyone who is seek-
ing to grow in their journey with Jesus.

Corey Harouff - 
Rapid City Young Life 

Area Director

Terra Sancta is a beautiful place in
which to hold a retreat. The staff are
incredibly welcoming and took great
care of us; the facilities are very good;
and the food was fantastic. Holy
Cross Chapel is an amazing worship
space with some of the best
acoustics I’ve ever encountered short
of Washington National Cathedral,
and the Cenacle is a marvelous wor-
ship space for small groups of people.
Both bring you into God’s presence
and hold you in God’s spirit. I look for-
ward to more retreats at Terra Sancta
in the future.

The Rev. Lauren R. Stanley - 
Priest-in-Charge, Rosebud Mission West, 

Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota

Terra Sancta Retreat Center provides
a space of welcoming beauty. Dur-
ing our diocesan priest-retreat (for the
Diocese of Cheyenne) the past two
years, we enjoyed the blessing of
ample grounds and prayer in two
chapels. Well-appointed accommo-
dations and provided meals enabled
a natural easing into our time of re-
treat, which sustained (our) encoun-
ters with the Lord.

Fr. Steve Titus – Pastor, 
St. James Parish, Douglas, WY and 

Our Lady of Lourdes Mission, Glendo, WY

In my role as a Leadership Consultant
for the Catholic Leadership Institute
over the past five-and-a-half years I
have stayed in 42 retreat centers in 23
states. I evaluate retreat centers on
four criteria: sleeping accommoda-
tions, meeting room, food, and hospi-
tality. The first three were very good,
and the hospitality was exceptional.
Every person was not only hospitable,
but went out of their way to make
sure that everything was okay. I have
a personal rating system and Terra
Sancta rose to the top of my list.  
Dennis VanAuken - Leadership Consultant,

Catholic Leadership Institute

WHAT OUR GUESTS
HAVE TO SAY

THANK YOU
... what a wonderful 
investment we have 

made as a diocese! The 
fruits  can be seen in the 
activities and programs 
that are happening at 

Terra Sancta on a 
daily basis!

10
5

Weddings in Holy 
Cross Chapel since 
opening in 2012.

Weddings scheduled 
for 2015 so far

$49,542

10,678

Largest gross income for any given 
month since we opened (October 2014)

72Additional parking spots 
have been added
in the south lot

1,642
Estimated guest count for October 2014;

the busiest month to date

140
333

311

Pounds of laundry 
following the priest’s retreat 
and Marriage Encounter

Pounds of laundry
following Pastoral

Ministry Days

Estimated guest count for 2014 so far 
(January 1 – November 30)

Fr McCormick’s 
favorite room

309Pounds of coffee 
used so far in 2014

http://terrasanct.org † stay@terrasancta.org † 605-716-0925



News WRC    19December  2014

Duc and Altum
When Duc and Altum, a religious 
education program was held at St.
Paul Church, Belle Fourche, this sum-
mer, the children got a kick out of
watching Sr. Jody Sowers, Missionary
Sisters of the Holy Family, slide down
the water slide. Sr. Jody grew up in
Belle Fourche. (Courtesy photo)

Women’s Vocation
Weekend
A discernment weekend for
young women was held at
Terra Sancta, Rapid City, Nov
7-9. The Sisters of 
St. Francis of the Martyr 
St. George, Alton, Ill., and
area priests spoke to the
participants about discerning
what God wants them to do
with their lives. (L-R) Sr. Isabella, FSGM, Samantha Wickham, Evie Smith,
Paige Gehlsen, Katherine Anderson, Rachel Wilhelmi, Gia Julian, Audree
Blankartz, Rosia Blote, Therese Wilhelmi, Elizabeth Wagner, Anna Wagner, and
Sr. Mary George, FSGM. (Courtesy photo)

Pumpkin Palooza
(Above) October 24,
Środowisko young adults, ages
18-35, held a pumpkin carving
social at Terra Sancta. 
(Lower left) Members display
their handiwork.
(Courtesy photos) 

Retreat with Immaculée Ilibagiza
The Rapid City Catholic School System hosted speaker and author, Immaculée
Ilibagiza as retreat director at Terra Sancta, Rapid City, November 21-22.
There were 250 people in attendance. The retreat included a Marian flower 
procession, every participant brought at least one flower, so there were 
hundreds of flowers in vases around the base of the Mary statue.The retreat
theme was “Treasures of Our Faith.” Ilibagiza is a survivor of the 1994 
Rwandan Genocide. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)
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Diocese of Rapid City
v As the Parish Financial Accounting Office expands, a new position
has been created. Applications are being accepted for an Accounting
Clerk. It is a part-time position. Duties include providing bookkeeping 
services to parishes in the diocese. 

Applicants should possess a high level of accuracy and attention to 
details. Education, training and/or experience in the accounting field 
preferred.   

Interested individuals should submit a letter of application and a 
resume to:

Finance Manager, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709-0678
Complete job description and application form available on-line at
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org.If you have any questions please 
contact Suzie Lambert at 605-343-3541.

Habitat for Humanity S.D. —
Diocese of Rapid City named
2014 Supporter of the Year
Ben Doughty of Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City, represented the
diocese at the Habitat for Humanity
South Dakota annual fundraiser. The
event was held at the Performing
Arts Center of Rapid City, November
30. He was the site supervisor for
the Catholic Habitat Build. Two
homes were constructed by Rapid
City and Piedmont parishes near 
St. Isaac Jogues Parish — close 
to I-90. (WRC photo) 

Overcoming the Language Barrier
Literacy Council of the Black Hills tutor training for volunteers inter-
ested in helping adults with English reading, writing, and speaking skills.
Tutors receive 12 hours of training. There is a student waiting list. For
questions or to register contact: 
Rapid City Public Library, 605-394-4171, 
Facebook.com/literacycouncilof theblackhills.
Christine Leichtnam, 605-342-8598, cleicht@rap.midco.net
Maria Munoz, 605-791-3430. 

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young 
people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact
the Victim Assistance Coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality
in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418
(cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will
be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report
alleged abuse to civil authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are

posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

To advertise in the West River Catholic call
Becky Berreth at 605-343-3541.
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In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordinations and
death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Ordinations: January 3, 1984, Fr.
Wm. Zandri, January 6, 1977, Fr. Robert Baden; January 17, 1982, Fr. John Lule;
January 18, 1982, Fr. Michael Hight. Birthdays: January 21, Fr. Tyler Dennis; Jan-
uary 22, Fr. Riccardo Pennati; January 23, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ; January 26, Fr. An-
drew Benso. Necrology: January 2, 1973, James Weithman; January 4, 1955,
Edward Henault; January 7, 1979, Dominic Padula; January 12, 1961, Michael Con-
ley; January 13, 1999, Bishop Lawrence Welsh; January 14, 1964, John Connolly;
January 15, 2014, Raymond Deisch; January 16, 1946, Raymond O’Hora; January
16, 1978, Othmar Buerkler, OSB; January 17, 2004, Collins Jordan; January 21,
1957, John Novak; January 23, 1951,
John O’Reilly; January 25, 1990 James
Donahoe; January 26, 1955, Edward
McGonigal; January 26, 1960, Walter
Pascal; January 26, 1962, Gerhard
Stakemeier; January 30, 1998,
William McKenney, SJ; January 31,
1959, Charles Virnig; January 31,
2005, Dale Kutil.

Visiting a Seminary
On November 14-17, Fr. Mark McCormick took five men to visit Immaculate Heart of
Mary Seminary  in Winona, MN. The live-in schedule included a tour of the campus, 
discussions, meals and prayer with our college seminarians, plus time for recreation.
The next IHM Seminary visit will be March 13-16. For further information, please con-
tact the Office of Vocations at 716-5214 or www.Gods-call.org. Visitors and seminari-
ans included: (front row) Michael Wilhelmi, Logan Pochop, Andrew Sullivan, Christian
Weaver, Zane Pekron, (back row) Scott Smallwood, Joseph Wilhelmi, Kiernan Thomas,
Robert Kinyon, Blaise Kirby, Ryder Carlson, and Fr. Mark McCormick. (Courtesy photo)  

Women’s Retreat
The Annual Diocesan Women’s Retreat was held at Terra Sancta, November 14-
15. Sandi Ohlen was the retreat director and her theme was “May I have this
Dance?” — A fresh way of thinking of prayer as a dance and God as your dance
partner. The retreat is sponsored by the Office of Family Life Ministries.
(Courtesy photo) 
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Court St. Rita celebrates 90th anniversary
The local chapter of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas was founded as an
auxillary of the Knights of Columbus, Rapid City, in 1924. They are affiliated
with St. Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid City. On November 26, Barb
Weichmann, state regent from Amour, and Julie Hill, district deputy from Hot
Springs joined chapter members at the Retreat Center at Terra Sancta for Mass
and a luncheon. Fr. Brian Lane celebrated Mass and Fr. Ed Vanorny provided mu-
sical entertainment at the luncheon. Both priests are from Rapid City. (WRC
photo)
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LittLe shOp Of physics deMystifies science stM teachers pens first nOveL
ered with more than 100 digital gadg-
ets and homemade contraptions. Jones
notes that they come up with new ideas
every year to help explain scientific
concepts through simple, and most im-
portantly fun, experiments. “Science is
all about testing out new ideas,” he said.
“It’s about wondering what happens if I
do this.”

During the visit to Red Cloud,
classes took turns throughout the day to
listen with supersonic hearing for whis-
pers across the room, learn about lasers
and LEDs in the dark room, or manip-
ulate a floating ball with air pressure.
The goal of organizers is that students
find more than a lesson in The Little
Shop of Physics, but a renewed sense
of wonder and possibility.

(See more at: http://www.redcloudschool.org
/news/2014/1126/Colorado-State-University-
Brings-Little-Shop-of-Physics-to-Demystify-Sci-
ence#sthash.WRCNZ0J6.dpuf)

In late November,  students and pro-
fessors from Colorado State University
joined students from Oglala Lakota
College in the gym at Red Cloud Indian
School with one goal: demystify sci-
ence.

“Students often come to science
thinking that it’s hard,” said Brian
Jones, instructor at Colorado State and
director of Little Shop of Physics. “But
that’s not true. It’s a technique that any-
one can learn, and it lets us do amazing
things. They also usually think you
need fancy equipment, but everything
here is simple and easy to get. You can
get anything you see here at the store in
Rapid City.

“Half of the things here are because
a student at a previous event tried some-
thing out and saw results that excited
them. We try to duplicate that and add it
to the shop.”

A dozen tables filled the gym, cov-

Anthony Flores, an eighth grade social studies and writing at
St. Thomas More Middle School, has written his first novel,
“Lazarus Rising.” The book is about special agent Lazarus
Parker, a man who while struggling with his own faith, discovers
it is up to him to battle his evil former hero for the very soul of
this once great country. It can be purchased in electronic or
hard copy from amazon.com.

Students at Our Lady of Lourdes El-
ementary School (OLL) returned to ap-
plause November 21, smiling ear to ear
after their classmates took first place in
multiple categories at the annual Shan-
non County Speech Contest.  

More than fifty students from
Kindergarten through the eighth grades
memorized speeches and public an-
nouncements including excerpts from
Chief Red Cloud’s famous speech and I
Have a Dream by Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

“I attribute this success to the impor-
tance OLL places on excellence,” said
OLL Principal Theresa Lessert. “We
have always believed that maintaining a
focus on speech and language will help
our youth become more capable adults

who are ready to be the strong leaders
we need to make the our future
brighter.”  

Lessert explained that teachers
worked with contestants for more than
a month, stressing clarity, volume, pos-
ture and self-confidence while encour-
aging their students to do their best. 

“They are great role models for their
classmates,” said Lessert as staff and
students welcomed all the contestants
back home as they hopped off the bus
with their medals around their neck.
“Every students is applauded whether
they place or not, we are proud of all
their efforts!”

(Article courtesy Red Cloud Indian
School. To see photos and learn more,
visit www.redcloudschool.org)

OLL students earn first pLace



Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,

limited adult audiences, films whose 
problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.
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Classifications

If you are interested in the World Youth Day 2016 Pilgrimage with 
the Diocese of Rapid City or would like a current brochure contact:

Call us Toll Free: (866) 905-3787
E-mail: pilgrimage@tektonministires.org

Or contact Susan Thompson at sthompson@diorc.org or by 
phone 605-716-5214 ext. 221

Applications can be found at www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Pilgrimage to

POLAND
World Youth Day 2016for

July 18 - August 1, 2016
Visit: Krakow, Katowice, Czestochowa, Auschwitz, Wadowice, Kalwaraia,

Zabrzydowska, Zakopane, the Dunajec River, Nowy Tag, Wieliczka 

ESTIMATED PRICE: $3,900/person
(Includes airfare and accommodations, breakfast, dinner, transportation until

WYD, WYD registration fees and meal package, and gratuities. Does not 
include travel insurance or expenses of a personal nature)

The Pyramid...................A-III
The Theory 
of Everything .............A-III

Exodus: Gods and Kings (Fox)
Big but boring, director Ridley Scott’s
epic 3-D take on the biblical event of
the title is skittish where miracles
are concerned and revisionist in its
treatment of the relationship be-
tween Moses (Christian Bale) and the
Almighty. Raised as a foster son to
Egypt's Pharaoh (John Turturro) and
adoptive brother of the heir to the
throne (Joel Edgerton), the future
patriarch is sent into exile when a
corrupt official (Ben Mendelsohn)
whose wrongdoing he has uncovered
reveals his lowly origin as the child of
a Hebrew slave. Working as a shep-
herd, he finds solace in married life
(with Maria Valverde) until his con-
tentment is once again disturbed
when God — oddly personified by an
11-year-old boy (Isaac Andrews) —
calls on him to lead his enslaved
compatriots to freedom. While
Scott's film has computer-generated
effects to spare, especially in the
plague scenes, its human interaction
is stilted and uninvolving. Consider-
able combat and other violence with
some gore, religious themes requiring
mature discernment, restrained sex-
ual content (a gay innuendo and two
marital bedroom scenes). The
Catholic News Service classification is
A-III — adults. The Motion Picture As-
sociation of America rating is PG-13
— parents strongly cautioned. Some
material may be inappropriate for
children under 13.

Jolly Old Saint Nick?

Santa Claus, the beloved man
in a red suit who lives at the
North Pole, has a herd of flying
reindeer, and a propensity for
milk and cookies is a far cry
from the real St. Nick.  St.
Nicholas lived in the 4th cen-
tury and was the Bishop of
Myra, in modern-day Turkey.
One of the most famous stories
told of St. Nicholas involves a
poor man who could not afford
to pay the dowries required for
his three daughters to marry.
Wishing to help them anony-
mously, St. Nicholas threw

three bags of money through an
open window into their home.
This story inspired legends of
St. Nicholas giving gifts to chil-
dren, legends that spread and
changed over time, eventually
providing a loose basis for
Santa Claus.
Unlike the white-bearded

“jolly old St. Nick,” the real St.
Nicholas was a fierce defender
of the faith. At the Council of
Nicea in 325, he defended the
nature of Christ against the
Arian heresy and at one point
purportedly punched Arius in
the face. Yes, punched him for
denying the Trinity! So the next
time you profess the Creed and
say “consubstantial with the
Father” remember to thank St.
Nick for punching out heresy.

By Vallerie Valle
Courtesy of the Office of Youth 

and Young Adult Ministry

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 

(Excerpt from Butler’s 
Lives of the Saints, Vol. IV)

By Jack Nelson
Black Hills 

State University
Newman Club President

The fall semester of 2014
has been nothing shy of in-
credible for the Black Hills
State University Newman
Center and club. My name is
Jack Nelson, and I am the
president of the Newman
club. I am a sophomore ma-
joring in business administra-
tion at BHSU. 
With a new addition to the

team, Malinda Hetzel as
Newman Club director, there
has been a great spark of ex-
citement and fun at the cen-
ter. She helped us to promote
the Newman Center the first
week of school with daily
events to raise awareness
about the club’s name and re-
cruite anyone who might not
have been involved or know

about the activities and/or op-
portunities that the club has to
offer. Outreach was so great
in the first semester that the
chapel located within the
Newman Center had to be
moved to the into a larger
room in the basement due to
over-crowding during the
weekly Tuesday Masses.
Several Newman club

members are planning on at-
tending the FOCUS confer-
ence in Nashville, Tenn., over

winter break. Fundraising ef-
forts to support the trip in-
cluded a great beef raffle
(donated by one of the fami-
lies of the club), which
brought in over $7,000. New-
man club members would
like to personally thank any-
one who purchased a raffle
ticket in support of this cause.
We could not have done this
without the great community
support that we received. 
Lastly, we continue our

weekly rosary walks
through the campus and
our Bible studies. At our
weekly  Masses we pray
for our benefactors who
are helping support the
Newman club as we con-
tinue to ask for funding
for a new building that
we are all excited to see
be built.
This semester has

been a wonderful start of the
2014-15 school year, and we
look forward to seeing even
more growth in the next se-
mester and following years to
come.

Visit www.bhsunewman.
com for more information on
Newman Center activities
and Mass times or follow
them on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages
/BHSU-Newman/53884981
6207495.

BHSU Newman club off to a successful start

Students pray in the chapel at the Black Hills State University
Newman Center. (Courtesy photo)
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