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Please remember the Terra Sancta Guild in your 

estate planning. Visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org or 

call the Diocesan Development Office, 

(605) 343-3541 for more information.

Thank you for answering your Call to Discipleship!
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‘Put on Christ!’ in your life, and 
you will find a friend in whom you 
can always trust; ‘put on Christ’ 
and you will see the wings of 
hope spreading and letting you 
journey with joy towards the 
future; ‘put on Christ’ and your 
life will be full of his love; it will 
be a fruitful life.

Pope Francis, July 25, 2013
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The Terra Sancta Guild has a rich history. Now we look 
to the future. The Terra Sancta Guild is an annual giving 
society of  generous donors in the Diocese of  Rapid City. 
The mission of  the Guild is simple – to support the Terra 
Sancta Campus and special projects of  the diocese as 
designated by our Bishop. 

We are asking current Guild members to continue to 
support the vision of  Bishop Gruss and the diocese, and 
to participate in the wonderful Catholic ministry taking 
place at the Terra Sancta Campus through an annual gift.

We also hope to bring new members into this giving 
society by sharing the good news about Terra Sancta 
and inviting them to be a part of  the vision of  forming 
faithful Catholic disciples. One way this happens is 
through generosity. Generosity leaves legacies! 

…into the Future

Leading the Way . . .

Some Terra Sancta Guild members have made a 
provision in their estate or will to benefit the Guild. 
You can make a lasting impact through your generosity. 
Remember the Terra Sancta Guild in your estate 
planning. Visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org or call the 
Diocesan Development Office, (605) 343-3541.

Legacy Giving

We Walk by Faith is much more than an appeal name. 
It is at the very heart of  discipleship and stewardship. 
My own faith journey has taken me many places, and 
some of  those places I would have not chosen on my 
own. Many times I could not see the road ahead. I didn’t 
always trust what the Lord was asking, but I knew He 
was asking something of  me. My only option was to walk 
away from my call to discipleship or to surrender myself  
to Jesus in faith and confidence – often times the road less 
traveled. At times this was very difficult, but I can assure 
you when I have stepped out and walked by faith, trusting 
that the Lord would provide for all I needed to do what 
He was asking, I have been blessed many times over. God 
will not be outdone in generosity! 

When I arrived in the Diocese of  Rapid City, I was 
greeted by many warm hearts and a deep faith in western 
South Dakota. I knew immediately this was home for me. 
I continue to feel that warmth and generosity every day. 
And I am deeply grateful. 

I wish that I could greet you personally and share the 
importance of  the Terra Sancta Guild. I have seen, as you 
also may have, the profound impact that Terra Sancta has 
had on Catholics across our diocese and beyond. I have 
personally led retreats for our faithful and joined in prayer 
and worship on many occasions. The Year of  Faith events 
are just one example. I have witnessed the joy of  children 
racing through the hallways of  Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Elementary School at Terra Sancta. Without Guild support 
Terra Sancta would not be part of  our diocese and peoples’ 

A Message from Bishop Gruss

Walking by Faith
May Christ’s peace and blessings 
be with all of  you! 

faith would not have been impacted in the ways it has 
since Terra Sancta opened.

Terra Sancta is a holy place for holy people, God’s 
people. I am very grateful for the support of  the Terra 
Sancta Guild. The Guild is much more than financial 
support for the diocese. The Guild is a group of  people 
who walk by faith and step forward in faith to bring our 
diocese to a new Catholic way of  life. We have done so 
much together so far and there is so much more we can 
do together!

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has asked us to “Put on 
Christ!” As your Bishop I am keenly aware of  our need to 
bring Catholics closer to Christ and His Church. I desire 
that our Church raise up intentional disciples – men, 
women and children who truly “put on Christ.” You can 
help me in this vision. By joining the Guild, each year we 
can build the life of  the Church in western South Dakota 
– this wonderful Diocese of  Rapid City – one person, one 
family at a time. I whole heartedly believe in the mission 
of  the Terra Sancta Guild and promise we can do great 
things together. 

If  you cannot join us through Guild membership, 
please keep the ministry of  the Diocese in your prayers. 
Be assured of  my continued prayers for all of  you. May 
God continue to bless you and your family in abundance.

Respectfully yours in Christ,
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Joining the G
uild / C

harter M
em

bers

There are three easy ways to join:
1. Visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org
2. Complete the commitment card or 
3. Call the Diocesan Development Office at 

(605) 343-3541. 

We would like to visit with you to share the good news 
of  the Terra Sancta Guild.  

In order to plan for the annual 
Guild Dinner celebration, 
which takes place each 
September, your Guild 
commitment should be 
received by August 1. 

Guild members who pledged $5,000 or more prior to 
January 2011 are considered Charter Members. To maintain 
Active Charter Member status, members should make a 
Guild level gift each year. 

Joining the Guild Charter Members

2014 Guild 
Levels

Annual  
Contribution

Terra Sancta $10,000+

Nazareth $5,000–$9,999

Bethlehem $2,500–$4,999

Jerusalem $1,000–$2,499

Via Crucis $500–$999

Please note: 20% of  every yearly Guild gift will be placed in the 
Terra Sancta Guild Endowment.

Guild gift levels have changed to accommodate yearly 
giving. These new levels are listed below:

Bishop Blase Cupich and the We Walk by Faith Special 
Appeal Steering Committee started the Terra Sancta Guild 
with modest expectations in 2007. Bishop Cupich and the 
Committee were confident that West River Catholics would be 
generous but had little idea of  the magnitude of  their giving.

During the We Walk by Faith Special Appeal the Terra Sancta 
Guild welcomed 651 members, couples and individuals alike! 
Those members who made a gift by December 31, 2010 were 
welcomed as Charter Members. 

The first Terra Sancta Guild dinner took place on September 
24, 2009 at Terra Sancta in the St. Martin School cafeteria. 
In these humble beginnings, Bishop Cupich gave an update 
to the new Guild members on the We Walk by Faith Special 
Appeal and the Diocese of  Rapid City.

Following the departure of  Bishop Cupich in August 2010, 
the Guild continued to grow as the result of  the efforts of  
the Diocesan Administrator Father Steve Biegler. During 
this time, many new members were added to the Guild and 
many existing Guild members extended their We Walk by 
Faith pledges to give additional support to some unanticipated 
renovation expenses for Terra Sancta. 

In July 2011 Bishop Robert Gruss came to the Diocese of  
Rapid City. In addition to his pastoral duties, Bishop Gruss 
embraced the Guild making his own personal gift. At the 
close of  2013 – the end of  the first five-year pledge period for 
early We Walk by Faith donors – the Terra Sancta Guild had 755 
members.

During the We Walk by Faith special appeal, Guild 
donors were given a five-year membership based on 
the level of  their appeal pledge. This membership 
remained active regardless whether Guild donors 
paid in full or utilized the five-year pledge period to 
complete their commitment.

History

TSGuildBroch_REPRINT.indd   5-7 7/15/14   8:58 AM


